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NO HEAT?
We can help!

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

877-893-0084
WeltmanHomeServices.com

$500 OFF
ON THE INSTALLATION OF A NEW HEATING SYSTEM

Offer expires 12/31/14

0% APR FINANCING
60 MONTHS TO PAY

0% APR financing with 60 months to pay. Financing through a
3rd party provider on qualifying systems only.

REHEARSING FOR LARAMIE...Westfield High School students rehearsed a
scene from The Laramie Project, the school's fall drama, which will run Thursday,
November 20, Friday, November 21, and Saturday, November 22. Pictured from
left are: Frank Guerriero, Julian Mone (standing), Isabella Gelfand, Michael
Poyntz, Colin Barry, and Alex Cestero.

"The Art of Photography" by Jim O'Connor of Scotch Plains

Westfield High School Theatre to Present
Award Winning “The Laramie Project”

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School Theatre Department will
present its fall drama, “The Laramie
Project,” the award-winning play
about the 1998 murder of Matthew
Shepard, a gay college student, in
Laramie, Wyoming.

Performances of “The Laramie
Project” will be held at 4 p.m. on
Thursday, November 20; and at 7:30
p.m. Friday, November 21 and Sat-
urday, November 22.

The show will feature a cast of 21
students playing more than 80 dif-
ferent characters, including
Shepard’s friends and family, area
residents, local clergy, police, medi-
cal professionals and fellow students
at the University of Wyoming.

Cast members are: Colin Barry,
Alex Cestero, Daniel Coelho, Jackie
Daaleman, Lauren Echausse, Alex
Frisch, Isabella Gelfand, Frank
Guerriero, Madeline Hudelson,
Alexandra Jackman, Katherine Ko,
Olivia Kuzman, Madelyn Metzger,
Julian Mone, Emmanuelle Nadeau,
Tony Peer, Michael Poyntz,
Madeleine Rosenthal, Lisa Simon,
Connor Wynne, and Jesse
Zimmermann.

The emotional, documentary-style
play examines Shepard’s death
through the eyes of the citizens of
Laramie. It was created by Moisés
Kaufman and the members of Tec-
tonic Theater Project through inter-
views with hundreds of people.  Much
of the dialogue is transcribed di-
rectly from those interviews.

“Actually, the show is not really
about Mr. Shepard’s murder, but
rather its aftermath,” said director
Daniel Devlin, who is also the
school’s drama teacher. “Through
the hundreds of interviews conducted
by the Tectonic Theater Project, we
see that each person in Laramie
viewed the event through their own
lens, and responded in ways that
reflected their own  values and expe-
rience.”

“We hope the show challenges our
audience to consider their own per-
sonal responses to the issues of in-
justice and cruelty raised in this pro-
duction,” Mr. Devlin said.

Shepard’s brutal murder drew na-
tional attention at the time, and mo-

tivated efforts to combat anti-gay
violence and other hate crimes.

Senior Michael Poyntz, who plays
five characters in the show, includ-
ing Shepard’s father, said that while
today’s young people may be more
open-minded than previous genera-
tions, it’s still common to hear the
word “gay” or “homo” used as a slur,
and for people to be considered infe-
rior because of their perceived sexu-
ality.  He hopes the show will help
change that behavior.

“The entire cast and crew feel
proud to be communicating the
show’s important and relevant mes-
sages about acceptance, compassion,
and understanding,” said Mr. Poyntz.

In keeping with the show’s docu-
mentary style, the set is minimal, but
evocative. Set designer Roy Cham-
bers, a teacher at the high school, has
incorporated imagery of the split-rail
fence that Shepard was found tied to,
as well as large video screens whose
images change during the show.

The stage manager for “The
Laramie Project” is Stephen
Bubniak, a senior, and assistant stage
manager is sophomore Matthew
Hopen.  Other students leaders on
the technical crew include Katie
Brown and Ted Dannevig (lighting

and sound); Jack Frankola and Sa-
rah Morton (set construction); OC
Szwarc and Maddie Kevelson (cos-
tumes); Ellie Smith (props);
Alexandra Safonov (hair and
makeup); and Rita Murphy (graphic
design).

Tickets for “The Laramie Project,”
which are general admission seat-
ing, are $12 each. They are available
by visiting the website
teacherdjd.wix.com/whstheatredept.
They also will be on sale at the door
on the evenings of the shows.

All performances are at Westfield
High School, 550 Dorian Road,
Westfield. Due to the mature nature
of the play’s mature subject matter
and language, parental discretion is
advised.

Westfield High School’s Theatre
Department has won multiple awards
for its innovative choices and high-
caliber performances. Its 2013 fall
drama, “Metamorphoses” won the
top prize at the Montclair State Uni-
versity Theater Awards earlier this
year.

Information about the Matthew
Shepard Foundation, the advocacy
group founded by Mr. Shepard’s par-
ents, can be found at
www.matthewshepard.org.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS Marching Band
Clinches Group 6A National Championship
ALLENTOWN, PA – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Marching Band capped an
undefeated competition season on
November 8 by sweeping the awards
in Group 6A at the US Bands A Class
National Championships show at J.
Birney Crum Stadium in Allentown,
Pa. With an overall score of 92.875,
the SPFHS Raiders band took first
place in Group 6A, plus the awards for
Best Color Guard, Best Percussion,
Best Music, Best Visuals and Best
Overall Effect.

SPFHS also received the U.S. Army
Award of Excellence, presented by the
Army to the band “that best displays the
values and beliefs of the Army and
Youth Education in the Arts' programs.”

The 181-member SPFHS band com-
peted against Tottenfield High School
from Staten Island, New Providence
High School, Fort Lee High School and
Jackson Memorial High School. A total
of 81 bands from seven states partici-
pated in the all-day event. The bands
are grouped by number of performing
members, with Group 6A including
bands of more than 135 students.

The National Championship fol-
lowed SPFHS victories in previous
weeks at the annual Yamaha Cup com-
petition at MetLife Stadium and the US
Bands Group 6A New Jersey State
Championship at the Rutgers Univer-
sity stadium. The SPFHS 2014 show,
"Il Cuore di Romano," has a Roman
Empire theme and includes props simu-
lating Roman ruins.

The 2014 SPFHS student drum ma-

jors are Emily Fidlow, Liz Casserly and
Michael Lange. Band director Durand
Thomas is supported by assistant direc-
tors John Gillick and Charlie Jackson
and color guard head Jackie Tumolo.
The marching band will next perform
in Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s Memorial
Day Parade in May 2015, but other
SPFHS music department activities
continue during the winter, including

four jazz bands led by the award-win-
ning Moonglowers and a spring musi-
cal play presented by the school’s Rep
Theater group.

USBands, a program of Youth
Education in the Arts, is a competi-
tive circuit for scholastic band pro-
grams nationwide and has a mem-
bership of more than 700 high school
marching bands.

THEY ARE THE CHAMPIONS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Marching Band won the Group 6A National Championship in Allentown, P.A. on
November 8.


