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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

scoring play.
“Justin Rodriquez played a great

ball for me,” said Rowenzweig. “He
gave it to me in great position. I saw
my defender was heading right, so I
faked in that direction, then went
hard to my left and kicked it into the
opposite corner.”

For Rowenzweig, a junior, it was
another clutch performance in a big
spot. Rowenzweig had a two-goal
performance against Plainfield in the
semifinal round of the Union County
Tournament as well. He has emerged
as the latest scoring threat in a Raider
lineup that has many of them.

Junior Joey Bianco finished out the
scoring by slamming home a free
kick at the six minute mark to make it

5-0. Once again, sophomore goal-
keeper Sean Murray had a clean game,
keeping the visiting Lions off the
board on the way to the Raiders’ 15th
shutout win of the season. As domi-
nant as the performance was, the
Raiders did suffer a loss.

“We’re going to be without Alex
Guevara,” said Breznitsky. “He got a
card during the game and that hurts
because it is an automatic two-game
thing. We do have very good depth
though. You just hate to see that hap-
pen, especially at this time of the year.”

The Raiders then went on to pum-
mel Phillipsburg, 7-0, to advance to
the sectional championship.
North Hunterdon 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 2 5

break away after stealing possession
from Adora Moneme and banged a
wicked shot off the crossbar midway
through the half. Farella also ripped a
shot that Rivero stopped.

With 2:08 on the clock, Morgan
launched a shot from 30 yards out
that skid off Rivero’s fingertips and
imbedded itself into the net to knot
the score.

Westfield had to defend the east goal
in the second half and the Farmers took
advantage of the wind with seven shots
on goal, but Blue Devil keeper Lizzie
Brucia stopped all seven. The Lady
Farmers also took five corner kicks,
which added to the jeopardy.

“I told the girls I was glad we got
through the second half. Whoever
wins that coin toss is, either way,
going to score. The wind was too
strong for our girls to hit the ball out
of the back. We kept fighting, a couple

of real dangerous corners,” Coach
Schmidt said.

After the coin toss, the Farmers had
to defend the east goal in the overtime
period and within two minutes, Scott
drilled a shot that ricocheted off the
near post. As time was running down,
Liddy, who had been on the sidelines
most of the season due to injury, did
her magic to send her team into a
fourth showdown with the top-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders on
November 10.

“It feels so good to be back. Sitting
on the sidelines was not fun. I think
it’s our time, fourth time! The other
time have been battles. I think it’s our
time,” Liddy said.

“Fourth time will be a charm
maybe,” Coach Schmidt said. “It will
be a battle.”
Union 1 0 0 1
Westfield 1 0 1 2

SPF Lady Raiders Complete
Rebuilding Volleyball Season

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Success breeds expectations and
sometimes those expectations can be
hard to satisfy. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls volleyball team re-
cently completed what could best be
described as a rebuilding season. The
Raiders went 6-13 for the year. This
was a far cry from the result they
posted in 2013.

In 2013, the Lady Raiders charged
to an 18-5 overall record and ad-
vanced to the second round of the
state tournament before falling to
Mendham. Graduation losses hit the
Raiders hard heading into the 2014
campaign and despite some promis-
ing results during summer league play,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood was unable
to match the accomplishments of the
2013 squad.

“There was no question that this
was a rebuilding season for us,” said
Raider Head Coach Adrienne Stack.
“We lost several seniors from that
team who were First or Second Team
All-County performers. Once you let
go of that and understand that you
have a lot of new faces coming in to
fill roles and gain experience for the
future, it becomes much easier to
help the team focus on maintaining a
positive attitude. We had some great
individual sets during matches this
year in which we crushed teams, but
maintaining our consistency through-
out a match was a problem for us.”

The Lady Raiders had only three
seniors on this year’s roster. Middle
hitters Briana Johnson and Jackie
Fletcher, along with setter Alexandra
Gale, helped lead the young Raider
squad through a difficult schedule.
Johnson was a standout performer
throughout the season, leading the
team in blocks (39) and aces (15).

“Briana has come on tremendously
for us this year,” said Stack. “She
really erupted as a player on the court.
Really both of our middle hitters had

very strong years for us.”
Fletcher nudged out Johnson for

the team lead in kills (83 to 82). Gale
led the team in assists with 133.

“It was frustrating at different times
this season,” said Gale. “Especially
after the success we had the previous
year. But we knew we were short on
experience and that this was going to
be a growing process. I’ve enjoyed
playing on this team and hopefully
they will continue to improve and be
successful next year.”

Fletcher echoed those sentiments.
“For a lot of players on the team

this year, it was their first extended
time on the floor,” said Fletcher. “I
think the success we had during the
summer league prior to the season
may have made us think we were
going to be better once the season
started. It didn’t work out that way.”

Inexperience was not the only factor
in the outcome for the Raiders this year.

“I think the fact that we moved up
in divisions this year was also impor-
tant,” said Johnson, who plans to play

at Kean next year. “We were playing
a tougher schedule now. Jackie is
right. During the summer league we
were really strong and I think that
raised expectations for how good we
might be as a team.”

Hope for a return to success in the
near future is not unreasonable. The
Raiders have several players, who
gained valuable experience this sea-
son, who figure to play key roles next
year. Junior Kristen Koederitz led the
team with 136 service points and
finished second in assists with 131.
Junior Fallon Goldberg led the team
with 74 digs. Another junior, Caroline
Yessman, finished with 64 kills and
99 service points. As if that is not
enough to signal a quick turnaround
in fortunes for the Raiders, Stack has
additional reasons to be optimistic.

“We had a lot of freshmen and
sophomores play this year,” she said.
“They will be better for that experi-
ence next season. We also have a
phenomenal freshman class that will
be incoming next year.”
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Holzer and Megan Troutman and
freshmen Nicole Dispenza and
Sydney Keenan also competed for
Westfield in the Sectional competi-
tion at Bishop Ahr.

After the first two events, the
Westfield competitors trailed
Watchung Hills, but rallied and
turned in strong performances on
balance beam and floor exercise to
secure the sectional title. This is the
Blue Devil gymnasts’ first back to
back championships since winning
four straight sectional titles between
1998-2001 and represents the first
sectional title with Amanda Diaz as
head coach, after the retirement last
year of long-time coach Melissa
Greenwald.

As a result of the sectional win,
Head Coaches Amanda Diaz and
Laurie McCormack and the Blue
Devil squad head to the State tourna-
ment and try to improve on last year’s
third place finish. The NJSIAA Team
competition will be held on Thurs-
day, November 13, at Montgomery
High School.

Currently, Westfield is ranked fourth

in the state. Individual competition is
set for Saturday, November 15, at
Montgomery; based on their perfor-
mances at Sectionals, Jenna Rizkalla
qualified for the all-around competi-
tion, and Hannah Goldring qualified
on balance beam and floor exercise.”

ALL-AROUND:
1. Rizkalla (W) 37.925, 2. Shannon

Gregory (JP Stevens) 37.15, 3. Morgan
Durant (WH) 36.65, 4. Kelsey Dwyer
(OB) 36.275, 5. Gina Ferdinandi (J)
36.025

VAULT:
1. Rizkalla 9.6, 2. Anne Meringolo

(WH), Ferdinandi (J) 9.45, 4. Sydne
Powers (BA) 9.375, 5. Durant (WH) 9.35,
10. Amelai Paladino (SPF) 9.15

UNEVEN BARS:
1. Dwyer (OB) 9.3, 2. Rizkalla 9.225,

3. Durant (WH) 9.2, 4. Alexis Tekin
(WH) 9.125, 5. Abby Claus (Summit)
9.025, 8. Paladino (SPF) 8.825

BALANCE BEAM:
1. Gregory (JPS) 9.55, 2. Rizkalla

9.475, 3. Goldring 9.2, 4. Payton Wiesse
(J) 9.0, 5. Durant (WH), Jamie Bush
(SPF) 8.925, 9. Kelly McAuliffe
(Cranford) 8.825

FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. Rizkalla 9.625, 2. Ferdinandi (J)

9.575, 3. Gregory (JPS) 9.4, 4. Dwyer
(OB) 9.325, 5. Goldring 9.3, 8T Abby
Spector (SPF) 9.15

Blue Devils Sting Bayonne Bees
In NJSIAA V-Ball, 25-20, 25-23

The Westfield High School girls
volleyball team stung the Bayonne
Bees, 25-20, 25-23, in the quarterfinal
round of the Public Group 4 tourna-
ment at Westfield on November 7.

Senior setter Megan Mondon had
18 assists, while adding seven digs,
four kills and three service aces for the
21-3 Blue Devils. Co-captain Olivia
Manning notched seven kills, a block
and five digs. Co-captain Kaelyn Heard
added a kill and three digs. Libero
Leigh Scarano had 11 digs, an assist
and four service points with an ace.
Stephanie Borr banged five kills.

Lizzie Sottung racked up 12 ser-
vice points with six aces and added
six digs. Rachel Mattessich had four
kills, a block and a dig. Olivia Meyer
had five digs, while Dana Boretz had

four. Rachel Holt had two kills, a
block and three digs. Gab Cofone had
a dig and a service point. Morgan
Biglin added a dig.

Katie Kalinowski had seven assists
and six digs for the 19-4 Bees. Khiara
Yap had seven service points with two
aces and four digs. Emelin Flores had
four kills and four digs. Alexis Carchidi
had two blocks, four digs and a kill.

On November 4, the Blue Devils
went three sets with Washington Town-
ship in the first round but prevailed 25-
19, 20-25, 25-23. Mondon amassed 40
assists, 25 digs, nine kills and seven
service points with a pair of aces. Man-
ning notched 18 kills and added six
digs and a service ace. Scarano scooped
33 digs and added eight service points
with an ace and four assists.

for lack of trying. The shot attempts
were there for the Raiders over the
next five minutes after Baliatico’s
second goal. Kayla Diggs had a pair
of scoring opportunities, around the
30 minute mark. Diggs missed just
high of the crossbar on a kick in front
of the net, then less than a minute
later, she was wide of the post on a
hard cross kick.

Finally, Baliatico put home her third
goal at 26:30 giving the Raiders an
insurmountable 3-0 lead.

“They are a great team,” said Lin-
den Head Coach Brian Mehalick. “We
competed with them throughout the
game. I’m proud of our girls. What
really killed us was taking that player
down inside the box. You saw what
happened on the penalty kick. It
changed the whole complexion of the
game. Baliatico is a great player for
them, and the last thing you want to
do is give her penalty kicks.”

Baliatico’s hat trick gave her 19
goals for the season and 45 for her
career as a Raider. Rodgers was cred-
ited with two assists for the game.
Goalkeeper Andrea Leitner had a quiet
day in the net turning away two shots.
Linden avoided the shutout when
Rachel Rocha scored with 4:27 re-
maining.

“I’m looking forward to playing
Westfield,” said Baliatico. “They are

a good team, but I think some of the
areas where we are strong are in areas
where they are a little weaker, so I
hope that works to our advantage.”

Looking forward to the fourth
showdown with 13-4-2 Westfield,
Coach Ewing said, “It will be a real
battle. “Westfield is a good team.
Then there is the fact that it is such a
local rivalry that only adds to the
intensity.”
Linden 0 1 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 2 3

Jim O’Connor (njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE SAVE...Raider goalkeeper Tyler O’Brien makes the save in the
game against North Hunterdon.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER VOLLEYBALL TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are
Alexandra Gale, Briana Johnson and Jackie Fletcher.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTLING THE BALL...Blue Devil senior Lil Scott, No. 10, settles the ball as
Farmer Alyssa Caggiano, No. 11, closes in. Blue Devil Carly Bechtloft, No. 2, also
closes in on the action.


