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RESENZWEIG NETS 2; HALMA, GIBBONS, BIANCO NET 1

Raider Soccer Boys Pummel
North Hunterdon Lions, 5-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The third-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team had little trouble with North
Hunterdon on its way to a 5-0 victory
in the quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tourna-
ment held in Scotch Plains on No-
vember 7. Junior Ari Rowenzweig
scored two goals, while Chris Gib-
bons, Zach Halma and Joey Bianco
added one each in a dominating over-
all performance.

The easy victory set the 19-3 Raid-
ers up for a semifinal showdown
against the 10th seeded Phillipsburg
Stateliners, who upset Westfield, 2-1,

in other quarterfinal action.
Rowenzweig got the Raiders off to

fine if somewhat fortunate start with
his first goal of the game, which came
with 34:03 remaining in the first half.
Senior Brian Howard was credited
with an assist on the play.

“I got played in somewhat on that
goal,” said Rowenzweig. “I had a
tough angle on the shot. When I took
it, the ball deflected off of a defender’s
leg and bounced into the goal. You
take them any way they come to you.”

Gibbons gave the Raiders a 2-0
lead when he scored with 26:15 to
play in the half.

The Raiders effectively ended the
competitive phase of the game when

Halma scored to make it 3-0 with
12:26 left in the first half. Halma
slammed home his goal off of an
assist by Johnny Delsordi.

“This was a good win for us,” said
Scotch Plains-Fanwood veteran Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky. “We had been
a little off of our game coming out of
the county tournament, I thought. But
we’ve tightened things up lately. We
had a good week of practices and I
think it showed today.”

In the second half, the Raiders
did not let up. Rowenzweig added
his second goal of the game just
nine minutes into the second half.
Justin Rodriquez assisted on the

LIDDY NAILS WINNER IN 1ST OT, MORGAN NETS GOAL

Blue Devils Deny Union, 2-1,
In Girls Sectional Soccer OT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Hannah Liddy found
herself in the right position of a
scramble and ripped the ball into the
net with less than two minutes re-
maining in the first overtime to give
the fourth-seeded Westfield High
School girls soccer team a 2-1 victory
over the Union Lady Farmers in the
quarterfinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 tournament at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
November 7.

The magic moment began with a
kick from senior Lil Scott that sailed
into sophomore Haley Farella as
Union goalkeeper Stephanie Rivero
attempted to smother it.

“Lil had the breakaway. It hit Haley

Farella and then I think the goalie
tried to jump on it and she missed it,
so the middle was kind of a scramble
then it went to Hannah Liddy’s feet,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Alex Schmidt
recalled. “Right place, right time!”

“Lil Scott crossed it in on a free
kick. Haley Farella poked it back to
me then I shot it,” Liddy described.

Major concern for both teams was
the velocity of the wind blowing to-
ward the east goal and other major
concerns for the Blue Devils were
athletic prowess and range of sisters
Adora Moneme (sweeper) and for-
ward Nneka Moneme.

The Blue Devils’ concern quickly
became a reality when Nneka
Moneme slipped past a defender and
scored the first goal with less than

three minutes off the clock.
“The two sisters obviously are good

players. We played them twice and
each time they played a different po-
sition. With this wind, we knew the
one in the back would send long balls
to the other one up top. The ground
they cover, they are so fast,” Coach
Schmidt said. “Their three steps is 10
or 12 of ours. Unfortunately, we had
a slow start, she was able to turn and
put it away. Not the way we want to
start.”

The Blue Devils took five shots on
goal in the first half, while the Farm-
ers took four. Blue Devil goalkeeper
Kiera Loftus made three saves, as did
Rivero in the half. Blue Devil sopho-
more Taylor Morgan managed to

MORIARTY KICKS 21-YARD FIELD GOAL, 29-YARD FG

Red Devils’ 4th ‘Q’ TD Burns
Blue Devil Footballers, 7-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One big play and a penalty in the
end zone with less than a minute
remaining set the Hunterdon Central
Red Devils on the path to a 7-6 vic-
tory over the Westfield High School
football team at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on November 8. The Red

Devils’ winning drive consisted of 10
plays and five penalties that covered
86 yards, including a 65-yard strike
from quarterback James Mania to
wide receiver Walt Wynkoop and a
one-yard touchdown plunge by Ma-
nia.

Penalties and strong defense dic-
tated the rhythm of each team’s of-

fense. In all, 21 penalties were as-
sessed and neither team gained 100
yards on the ground with Hunterdon
Central totaling 87 rushing yards but
getting 114 yards in the air, all in the
second half and 83 of them on the
final drive.

The Red Devils’ defense keyed on
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRUNCHING A RED DEVIL...Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock, center, and company crunch Red Devil running back Henry
Hawkins, No. 25, in Westfield on November 8. See more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.
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Jim O’Connor (NJSportPics) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEAP OF FAITH...Raider Chris Gibbons with Jake Longo, No. 16, behind him takes a big leap to stop the ball in the state
sectional game against North Hunterdon in Scotch Plains on November 7. The Raiders won easily, 5-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING POSITION...Blue Devil Hannah Liddy, No. 25, gets position on a Union Farmer in the sectional quarterfinal
round in Westfield on November 7. Liddy scored the winning goal in the first overtime to advance to the semifinals.

Lady Raiders Top Westfield in OT
See story in Next Week’s Issue


