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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Editor’s Note:
Thanksgiving, Christmas and

New Year's Day are all Thursday
this year.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times will operate as normal these
weeks. However, the newspapers
will be delivered by the post of-
fices on Friday.

Submittals to the newspaper will
be per our normal schedule.

Freeholders Set to Okay
Contract For Golf Courses

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — After completing
negotiations with the company that
manages its two public golf courses,
the Union County Freeholder Board
is expected to vote tonight to give
another five-year contract to Illinois-
based KemperSports.

At last week’s agenda meeting,
Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations for the county, explained
that the county paid $605,000 to
Kemper to manage the Ash Brook
and Galloping Hill golf courses in the
previous contract. He said the man-
agement of the courses by Kemper in
the new contract is $100,000 less
than the previous agreement.

As part of the new agreement,
Kemper will pay the county 7 percent
of the revenues for the food and bev-
erage operations and the pro shop.
Mr. Sanchez said the county is ex-
pected to receive $300,000 annually
from the food and beverage and pro
shop revenues.

The board also is expected to vote
on a resolution for an operational

budget of $4.5 million for the period
of November 17, 2014 through De-
cember 31, 2015 to Kemper to man-
age the golf operations. Mr. Sanchez
said it is expected that the cost of golf
operations will be offset by $5.2 mil-
lion in revenue.

On another matter, it was an-
nounced that the county is about to
enter into a contract with Vermont
Systems, of Vermont, to update the
county’s RecTrac application to in-
clude Pass Management, Webtrac and
Paytrac applications.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said the upgrades will en-
able county parks users to reserve a
field or picnic area from their home.
He said users of the system, both in-
county and out-of-county residents,
will have to come to the county the
first time in order to present proof of
residency, at which time they will be
given an identification number in or-
der to log into the county parks re-
serve system.

“It is bringing us into the 21st cen-
tury, if you will, with our reservation

FW Council Discusses Pilgrim
Pipeline and Roadwork

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Borough Council
President Russell Huegel, who stood
in for an absent Mayor Colleen Mahr,
introduced at last Wednesday’s
agenda meeting for discussion the
topic of the Pilgrim Pipeline, a pos-
sible oil pipeline route that would
bring crude oil from Albany, N.Y. to
Linden, N.J. The council suggested
reviewing the resolution Watchung
passed to oppose the pipeline.

“If enough municipalities pass
enough resolutions against, maybe
then the DEP (Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection) will take no-
tice. Maybe they will look at it differ-

ently,” Mr. Huegel said. Council-
woman Kathleen Mitchell said the
Fanwood Environmental Commis-
sion opposes the pipeline.

The Fanwood Public Works De-
partment is pouring sidewalk cement
on South Avenue and installing brick
pavers to be completed this fall, Coun-
cilman Huegel said.

Burns Way is slated for a complete
reconstruction of the road beginning
in late spring/early summer of 2015,
a project paid for by a $250,000 state
Department of Transportation grant.
The work will take about 60 days to
complete, Mr. Huegel told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

La Grande Avenue is expected to

be on the paving list for summer 2015,
after the water company has com-
pleted its work on the pipes that lie
underneath the road.

Mr. Huegel said a grant was sub-
mitted for the paving of Madison
Avenue. In addition, a resolution was
passed by the council to increase the
contract to Millenium, the grant-writ-
ing company hired by the borough.

The borough was awarded a $724
Greening Union County Grant for
trees and a $40,000 Kids Recreation
Trust Fund grant for recreation pro-
grams and equipment for the recre-
ation commission.

The borough council also renewed
by resolution its three-year contract
with the Garden State Joint Insurance
Fund, which provides workers com-
pensation and general liability insur-
ance.

A budget transfer was passed by
resolution to buy two new police cars
and pay attorney fees.

Fanwood Police Sergeant Marc
Gottlick, a certified emergency
medical technician, will be honored
for delivering a baby, Borough Ad-
ministrator Eleanor McGovern said.
Jamie Elizabeth Cole was delivered
by Sgt. Gottlick after a 9-1-1 call
was placed by Fanwood resident
Sherry Cole, who was going into
labor, according to a report on the
Fanwood Police website.

The borough council granted per-
mission to the Fanwood Lions Club
to sell Christmas trees at LaGrande
Park and to put up nativity figures
on North Avenue/Community
House.

Also on the agenda was corre-
spondence from the City of Summit
pertaining to the support of bill S-
444 and A-1779, which would
amend the New Jersey Spill Com-
pensation and Control Act. Last
year, a state judge approved a settle-
ment in the Passaic River pollution
case. This bill, S-444, seeks to pro-
hibit contribution action against
local public entities for cleanup and
removal costs or any other damages
associated with discharge of haz-
ardous substances.

SP Zoning Board Okays
New Blue Star Sign

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
gave its approval to a signage up-
grade at one Route 22-based busi-
ness while requesting additional
information from another business
seeking to upgrade its own sign.

The sign that identifies Blue Star
shopping center on Route 22 West
will be upgraded so that the busi-
nesses located there are more easily
identifiable to passing cars. Two
months ago, the board had requested
more information from the sign com-
pany about how much additional
lighting would be produced from
the revamped sign and whether it
would be excessive. At its Novem-
ber 6 meeting, the board was pro-
vided a series of statistics from
Robert Newell, a Westfield-based
lighting expert, about the level of
lighting the new sign will emit.

The refurbished sign will remain
the same size as the present one, but
will include four additional panels
to advertise businesses located at
Blue Star. Robert Carson, an officer
with Levin Management, Blue Star’s
management firm, told the board in
September that a more visible sign
is needed because the segment of
the highway where the sign is lo-
cated, just east of the driveway into
the shopping center, is a fast-mov-
ing area and offers “very limited
visibility” for the sign.

The other sign application was from
Par Fuel LLC, which operates the

Exxon gas station on Route 22 East
and seeks to put up a new digital LED
price sign. The owners of the gas
station were not present at last week’s
hearing but Leo Viana, the owner of
the company that makes the sign,
testified and told the board that the
new sign will be the same size as the
existing one but with better and more
visible lighting. He said the lighting
will be self-adjusting depending on
weather conditions and the time of
day, with the sign being brighter at
night and during cloudy daytime
weather.

Several board members asked about
the actual brightness of the proposed
sign but were not satisfied with the
responses given by Mr. Viana. In-
stead, it was agreed that Par Fuels
will return at the board’s Thursday,
December 4 meeting with additional
information.

The board also gave its approval
to two variances, the first being for
David Gabbai, who sought permis-
sion to install an in-ground swim-
ming pool at his 19 Marion Lane
residence. The board allowed the
pool despite it not meeting the 30-
foot side-yard setback set forth in
township zoning ordinances. The
pool’s setback will be about 15 feet.
The board also gave approval to
John and Clara Strong of 4 Heritage
Lane, who sought permission to con-
struct a replacement barn on their
property that will be situated about
16.5 feet from the side-yard prop-
erty line versus the 30-foot require-
ment.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling
Center Dedicates New Banner

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Association,
on Tuesday morning, held a cer-
emony to dedicate a new banner at
the center at 536 North Avenue in
Fanwood, in honor of America Re-
cycles Day, which is this Saturday,
November 15. Jim and Barbara
Murphy of Sir Speedy of Westfield
donated the banner, which says,
“America Recycles and you can too!”

Harold Clark, association presi-
dent, served as the master of cer-
emonies for the event. “The first
Earth Day was in 1970 and 17 years
later New Jersey mandated recycling.
We want to thank all of our volun-
teers from the 20 community groups
that work here at the center. Through

them it is possible to make a profit
and donate back to their organiza-
tion,” Mr. Clark said.

Among the invited guests present
were Union County Freeholder Bette
Jean Kowalski and Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr. Since Tuesday also
was Veterans Day, many of those
invited had to attend Veterans Day
ceremonies. Other guests represented
area firms who do business with or
donate to the center.

Ms. Kowalski praised the recy-
cling association for its service to
the community. She then thanked the
veterans who were present for their
contribution to the country.

Mayor Mahr honored the veterans
who were present. She thanked vol-
unteers of the recycling association
for their contribution to the commu-
nities. Fanwood Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell, one of the
founders of the association, also
spoke.

Following the ceremonies, those
assembled enjoyed coffee and sand-
wiches. Two cakes from Costco in
North Plainfield were served. One
cake celebrated America Recycles
and the other cake, a chocolate cake,
celebrated Veterans Day. Alan
Ebersole, the recycling site manager,
took the attendees on a tour to show
just what is done by the volunteers.

The recycling center is 28 years
old and is manned by volunteers
from local organizations. On both
Wednesday and Saturday, from 9

a.m. to 1 p.m., members of the public
from all towns can bring their
recyclables to the center. It is a tax-
exempt organization.

Materials accepted at the center
include glass containers, tin cans,
aluminum pans and foil, plastics,
newspapers, mixed papers, card-
board, used motor oil, printer car-
tridges, batteries, Styrofoam, flores-
cent bulbs and other recyclables.

Clayton Pierce, an association
board member, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “It is a place
you can bring your recyclables to be
processed responsibly and an alter-
native to curb-side pickup.”

Some of the local businesses pro-
viding refreshments were Nick’s
Pizza and Deli, Mara’s Café and
Bakery, 25 South Pizza and Deli, the
Scotch Plains CVS, the Fanwood
A&P, the Garwood ShopRite, the
Westfield Stop & Shop, Walgreen’s
and McIntyre Locksmith of
Westfield.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
THANKING OUR VETS...Veterans listen during Fanwood’s Veterans Day
ceremony at the Fanwood Memorial Library on Tuesday. Vets were given
American flags to carry during the ceremonies.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SALUTING OUR VETERANS...Veterans from American Legion Post No. 209
present the colors during Scotch Plains’ Veterans Day ceremony Tuesday  at the
township’s War Memorial, located at the corner of Park Avenue and Front
Street.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TIME TO REFLECT...Veterans and other onlookers attend Scotch Plains’ Veterans Day observance at the township’s War
Memorial on Tuesday.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
FANWOOD RECYCLES... At the dedication of the "America Recycles" banner
at the Fanwood Recycling Center on Tuesday, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
second from left, was joined by, from left to right, center manager Alan Ebersole,
association member Clayton Pierce, Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
and Association President Harold Clark.
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