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PANCREATIC CANCER MONTH...Jeanne Gladis, a volunteer from the Pan-
creaticCancer Action Networ k (PanCAN), receivesapr oclamation from Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky at Wednesday's Town Council meeting proclaiming
November 2014 as National Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month in the town.

Cranford Council

thisyear. Lt. Davenport carried adis-
abled man down fiveflights of stairs.

A Life Saving Award was given to
Officer Sean Halcomb.

Civilian Achievement Awards were
given to Jennifer Klein and John We-
ber, who both were paramount in sup-
plying information to the police de-
partment on burglary suspects in two
Separate incidents.

“Wehavethebest copsinthestateof
New Jersey,” Chief Wozniek said.

“They do extraordinary things ev-
ery day,” Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said of the police force
during his commissioner report.

November is designated Pancreatic
Cancer AwarenessMonthin Cranford.
Mayor Kalnins presented a proclama:
tionto Todd CohenfromthePancreatic
Cancer ActionNetwork, alongwithhis
brother, Lee, and nephew, Brian. Mr.
Cohen'sfather died of pancreatic can-
cer, adiseasethat isthe second leading
typeof cancer and hasa6-percent five-
year surviva rate, Mr. Cohen said.

Winans Avenue paving is amost
complete, and Herning, Brookdaleand
Tuxedo Avenues are to be paved soon
aspart of the paving project, Commis-
sioner D’ Ambolasaid.

A meeting washeld onthe One Seat
Ride on October 27, at the community
center, whereit wasannounced that NJ
Transit will fund the second phasethat
will extend one-sest service on the
RaritanValley lineonweeknightsafter
8 p.m., Mayor Kalhinssaid.

The committee recognized the ser-
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vice of veteransin observance of Vet-
erans Day.

RitaMason, aresident of Alan Okell
Place, complained about atree on her
property shehasattempted over anum-
ber of years to have the township re-
move and has said the tree is healthy
and so would not removeit.

A number of charity drivesandevents
are taking place in the township. A
Blanket Drive is being held by a Girl
Scout troop that is accepting blankets
at 113 Spring Garden Street.

Dr. Kurt Krause is holding an ora
cancer screening at hisdental practice.

Thelibrary will hold afree practice
SAT test and analysis that will offer
strategies to improve scores on Satur-
day, November 15,from9amtolp.m.

TheJeansfor Troopsprogram asks
employees to donate $5 and in re-
turn allowsemployeesto wear jeans
to work for the day. “Any way we
can support our veterans, itisworth
it,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Chamber of CommercePrideinCran-
ford award winners this year for bus-
ness improvement are Dreyer Farms,
MartinJewel ers, 100 StepsSupper Club
and Raw Bar, Jeff’s Landscaping, and
Needlepoint Homes. Union County
Neighbors United and the Rotary Club
of Cranford won the organizational
award. Individuad award winners were
John Guempe, Barbara Ragone (post-
humously), Barry O’Donovan and
MarthaGarcia. “ These people help out
our town every day and make Cranford
what itis” Mayor Kalninssaid.

CF Zoning Bd. Denies
Mini Mart for Exxon Station

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —Thezoning board,
on Monday evening, denied an ap-
plication to allow the owner of the
Exxon gas station at 464 South Av-
enue East toinstall a“ Tiger Mart,”
or mini mart, in one of the three
servicebaysat thestation. Theprop-
erty isat theintersection of Centen-
nial Avenue.

The applicant, Jaranjeet Singh,
owns 25 gas stationsin New Jersey
that contain mini marts. The appli-
cant was seekingthefollowing vari-
ances: conditional use(convenience
store) approval; less than the mini-
mum required on-site parking
spaces; granite block curbing not
provided; no loading or unloading
zone provided and no bicycle rack
provided.

The existing station, which was
built in 1958, has two pumps and
three service bays. The applicant’s
attorney, Frank Capece, said there
is no longer a need for the third
service bay so the owner wants to
useit asaspacefor the convenience
store, which he said would not sell
prepared foods. He described the
average customer as someone who
pullsin for gas and then runs into
thestorefor aquart of milk. Hesaid
the average visit to the station for
gas and a food item would be less
than four minutes. He said the sta-
tion would operate each day be-
tween 6 am. and 10 p.m.

Theapplicant’ sengineer, Edward
Bogan, said there would be seven
parking spacesfor customers. How-
ever, after questioning by the board
he said there would be seven park-
ing spacesprovidedincludingthree
spaces for employees and one
handicapped spot. Parking would
be located on either side of the
building. He also said there would
be a small dumpster on one side.

Board members were concerned
about how the cars could maneuver
in and out of the parking spaces if
other cars were lined up at the
pumps. Board member John Mallon
said, “If all employees park you
only have four spaces for custom-
ers”

Board member William Montani
said, “You are only 100 feet away
from Krauszer's.” Board member
Mary Ann Hay questioned how a
driver in the space nearest to the
pumps could get out. “Hewould be
stuck,” Mr. Mallon said. Mr. Bogan
admitted the driver would have to
make a K-turn.
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Mr. Capece noted that there is
parking on both sides of the street
on Centennial Avenue. “No one has
comeforwardtoobject totheplan,”
he said.

“What concerns me the most is
that there would be an overflow of
cars on Centennial Avenue,” Mr.
Montani said.

Mr. Montani also stated, “I don’t
see any landscaping plans.” Mr.
Boganresponded, “ Therearenone.”

The applicant’s architect said the
store would be 700 square feet and
take up half of the existing building.

Mr. Montani said he did not see
how the mini mart would be a ben-
efit to the community. Board mem-
ber Robert Bovasso said the store
is, “an adjustment to the gas sta-
tion. A three-bay gasstationisn’tin
demand. They’re making use of
space,” he added.

The board’s discussion lasted 90
minutes before the board voted 4-
to-3 to deny the application. Most
board members said they were con-
cerned about the small space and
the room to maneuver cars in and
out of the parking spaces.

In other business, the board ap-
proved an application by John and
Maura O’ Connor of 49 John Street
to construct a third-story addition,
which exceeds the maximum num-
ber of allowablestoriesonthestreet.
Architect MariaCosmo argued that
the home is older and the addition
is consistent with others in the
neighborhood. She said thehomeis
long and narrow and that thereisno
placeto go but up. Ms. Cosmo said
a dormer will be in the middle of
the structure and will not change
the facade of the home.

Zoning Officer Robert Hudak said
it is only one-and-a-half feet be-
yond the code requirement. Ms.
Cosmo said the dormer will not
face the front of the home.

Freeholders
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system,” Mr. Zuber said.

The freeholders also are likely to
vote on a new |lease agreement and
location for the county’s intoxicated
driver resource center. Classes have
been held at the Union County Per-
formingArtsCenterin Rahway. Frank
Guzzo, director of human services,
said the Gateway Family YMCA in
Elizabeth, located at 135 Madison
Avenue, has more classroom space
and parking, which will alow the
county toholdmoreclasses, resulting
in increased revenue to the county.

Mr. Guzzo said the county will pay
$520 per day, or $27,000, in 2015,
wherethecounty currently pays$250
per day, or $12,000. He said the cost
ispaid by client fees.

Theboardalsoistovoteon several
agreementswith municipalitiesrela-
tivetomaintaining redlight cameras.
The county, in return, receives a per-
centage of revenue from summonses
generated by thetraffic control signal
monitoring devices.

The costs through Tuesday, De-
cember 16, are: $104,227, Rahway;
$40,123, Roselle Park; $93,881,
Union, and$209,612, Linden. County
Counsel Robert Barry saidtheagree-
ments are going through December
16, asthisisthe datewhenthe state’'s
red light pilot program ends unless
theL egislatureand thegovernor take
action.

The board also will likely vote to-
night on an agreement with the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(DOT) to accept funding of
$4,155,600 for the county’s 2015
capital budget, an amount that is
$700,000 over the county’s 2014
funding.

Atthestart of themeetingtheboard
honored Scotch Plains resident
Courtney Dreyfus, who won asilver
medal inthetriathlonat theNationals
at the Special Olympics. Shea sowill
represent Team USA inthe2015 Spe-
cial Olympics World Games in Los
Angeles, where she will compete in
thetriathlon andin ahalf-mileswim.
Shesaidthetriathlonincludesaquar-
ter-mile swim, a 12- to 15-mile bike
event, and a 5k run.

WF Council
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to raise awareness, support patients
and their families, and raise fundsto
find the cure — through both indi-
vidual contributionsandfederal fund-
ing and legidation.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky praised the
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network
for its work in raising awareness of
this disease. “ The Pancreatic Cancer
Action Network isthefirst and only
patient advocacy organization that
servesthe pancreati c cancer commu-
nity in Westfield and nationwide by
focusing its efforts on public policy,
researchfunding, patient servicesand
public awareness and education re-
lated to developing effective treat-
mentsand acure,” he said.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, November 25, at 7
p.m. It will be held at the municipal
building, located at 425 East Broad
Street. The conference session will
be immediately followed by the
council’s regular public meeting at
7:45 p.m.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

THANKS FOR YOUR SERVICE...Captain Ryan Harty of the 102 Cavalry
greets soldiersduring Westfield’s Veterans Day program held Tuesday at the
town’s Monument to Veterans of World War I.

CF Train Plaza on Track;
New Tree Ord. Discussed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The stalled pe-
destrian improvements plan for the
NorthAvenuePlaza, locatedinfront
of the Cranford train station, to be
funded partially by aMunicipal Aid
2011 Transit Village Program grant
in the amount of $500,000, is back
on track, Township Engineer Carl
O'Brien said Monday at the town-
ship committee’ sworkshop session.
The project is to go out to bid and
construction is scheduled to begin
in April, with a completion date in
August 2015, Mr. O’'Brien said.

Theplanisto makethe areasafer
for pedestrians and provide better
traffic flow of NJ Transit buses.
There will be aturnaround areafor
the buses, added fencing by the
crosswalk areas and new curbing,
pavement and lighting.

Earlier this year the bids for the
project exceeded the budgeted
amount and were thrown out.

In other business, West Holly
Street will have a delay in paving
until after the winter due to gas
mainreplacementstaking place, Mr.
O'Brien said. Since the road isin
poor condition, the Department of
PublicWorkshad recommended the
road be milled before the winter.

The areas in the southwest por-
tion of the township set for paving
will be paved in the spring, Mr.
O'Brien said.

The New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection told Mr.
O’Brien the plans to modify Or-
chard Brook, a tributary of the
Rahway River, nolonger meet with
regulations and need to be more
environmentally sensitive. Theper-
mits for easements along the Or-
chard Brook were secured about 10
years ago, and not all homeowners
along the brook gave their consent.
Mayor Andis Kalnins has said it
could help alleviate flooding im-
pacts for about 160 homes.

A potential new tree ordinance
that would include the hiring of a
forester, and a new law requiring
permission from the forester for
residents to remove a tree consid-
ered alandmark tree, was laid out
by Commissioner  Robert
D’ Ambola. Thedefinition of aland-
mark tree was not specified. Salary
costs for a forester are still to be
determined, Mr. D’ Ambola said.

“This ordinance is needed des-
perately becausewearelosinglarge
trees,” said BarbaraKrause, amem-
ber of the tree advisory board, dur-
ing public comments. She cited a
longlist of nearby communitiesthat
have adopted an ordinance like the
one presented or contains stricter
laws. She noted that not only did
Cranford lose 900 township trees
as well as private trees in Hurri-
canes Sandy and Irene, but prop-
erty owners have been taking down

Portion of Raritan Rd.

Closed for Road Wor k

SCOTCH PLAINS — The New
Jersey AmericanWeater Company will
be replacing a large water main on
Raritan Road in Scotch Plainsbegin-
ningtoday, November 13, whichwill
necessitate the closure of Raritan
Road between Terrill Road and
Ashbrook Drive.

Thiswork will continuefor several
weeks. Raritan Road will shut down
each morning at 7:30 am. and re-
open each evening. During the clo-
sure there will be no through traffic.
Drivers should use Cooper Road as
their detour or planan alternateroute.
Scotch Plains police officers will be
on site each day to enforce the clo-
sure. Residents will be allowed in
and out of their homes as construc-
tion allows.

Seeit all on the web!
www.goleader.com

large trees that were healthy.

Commissioner Mary O’ Connor
said after having some businesses
interested in awinter farmers’ mar-
ket the idea of holding it inside by
the kitchen of the community cen-
ter on Saturday mornings is being
discussed.

The safety concerns of the in-
gress and egress and front setbacks
of new bank establishments on
North Avenue was again brought
up by resident Frank Krause. He
said the committee and the zoning
board need to have better coordina-
tion between them, and said the
zoning board that approved those
plans had disregarded police re-
ports.

The board of health meeting was
held prior to the workshop meeting
Monday. Megan Avallone, health
officer, said there have been two
complaints regarding a rat prob-
lem, which is down from six prop-
erties on Sailer Street and Scherer
Street that had exterminators come
out in September. The township is
continuing to pursue gaining ap-
proval for accesstothevacant, fore-
closed homethat residentson those
streetshad blamed for the problem.
Ms. Avallonesaid there hasbeen no
evidence externally of arat infesta-
tion on the property.

A public complaint was madere-
garding the home at 133 Mohawk
Drive. Robert Fico, the new part-
time code enforcement property
maintenance officer, said he went
to the property, which has been va-
cant for about seven years, and
learned a pipe burst that has caused
mold in the interior. Additionally,
there are holes in the roof where
animals have probably entered
through to the house.

Also, a large limb from a dead
tree on the property came down on
a wakway, and it is a safety con-
cern. Thehouseisin such disrepair
that Mr. Ficosaidit would probably
need to be demolished or undergo a
major rehabilitation. The mainte-
nance company of the home hasnot
shown up to arranged meetings for
the township to gain access to the
home. The township said it will
begin the processto fine the owner.
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presentation and update on com-
munity relations, which lasted one
hour.

The presentation was called Tra-
dition of Excellence. Superinten-
dent Dolan introduced the presen-
tation and said she enjoyed work-
ing with Ms. Korecky on it and
appreciated Ms. Korecky’s knowl-
edge of public relations from her
experience working in corporate
communications.

Ms. Korecky outlined the
district’'s methods of communica-
tion to parents, students and the
community. She said this year, the
district had 345 placementsin print
or online media. She said the dis-
trict had 1,028 Twitter followers,
252 tweets and 508 friends on
Facebook. She said the district has
reached out with video links to
award presentations, sendsaweekly
synopsis of board meetings by e-
mail and posts on the website.

Shealso said that feature articles
are sent to The Westfield Leader,
N.J. School Boards magazine and
to the district’s Administration
magazine. Sheal so said thewebsite
is new and has a new home page.

Ms. Korecky said the district,
through Edline, isworking withthe
Voice of America, which chose
Westfieldtoillustrate by video why
New Jersey is number one in edu-
cation. TheVoiceof Americabroad-
caststo 85 countries, she said. “We
are working with them on national
outreach,” she added.

She said thereisroom for growth
in aumni relations as the district
moves forward. The goal, Ms.
Korecky said, isto reinforce inter-
nal and external communications.
Some tools for that, she said, are
websites, synopsis PTO newslet-
ters and surveys.

The meeting was adjourned to go
into private session.

The next meeting of the board
will be Tuesday, November 18, at
7:30 p.m., at the Administration
Building, located at 302 Elm Street.



