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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Editor’s Note:
Thanksgiving, Christmas and

New Year's Day are all Thursday
this year.

The Westfield Leader will oper-
ate as normal these weeks. How-
ever, the newspapers will be deliv-
ered by the post offices on Friday.

Submittals to the newspaper will
be per our normal schedule.

WF Council Amends Land Use
Ordinance For Afford. Housing

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
last Wednesday passed on first read-
ing four ordinances amending the
town’s land use ordinance.

First Ward Councilman James
Foerst explained the reason for the
amendments. “As part of our COAH
(New Jersey’s Council On Afford-
able Housing) obligation, we are re-
quired to set forth a plan. The plan is
not yet due. The plan was to be due on
November 17. The (New Jersey State
Supreme) court still has not deter-
mined what the rules are for COAH
even though we are now four years
into the program.

“So it’s a bit of an interesting game.

It’s very difficult to comply with a
law when the law does not exist. But
nevertheless, we are trying to comply
with the law as we anticipate it may
come forth and as part of that, we are
voting on the housing plan element
setting forth the direction of the Town
of Westfield’s COAH plan for the
next decade.”

COAH is an arm of the New Jersey
state government tasked with enforc-
ing the Fair Housing Act of 1985,
which states that New Jersey munici-
palities must include a percentage of
low-income affordable housing in
their housing plans.

During the public discussion por-
tion of the meeting, resident Greg
Kasko spoke regarding the purchase

of the Westfield Police Department’s
mobile command center.

As covered in previous editions of
The Westfield Leader, Mr. Kasko has
addressed and questioned the town
council on this issue on multiple oc-
casions.

At the last town council meeting,
Town Attorney Russell Finestein re-
leased a statement regarding the bid-
ding process and the acquisition of
the police department’s mobile com-
mand center. He also stated the coun-
cil considered the matter “concluded”
and requested a public apology from
Mr. Kasko for his “allegations.”

“I am accused of wasting the town’s
time and money,” Mr. Kasko stated.
“You are the cause of the waste. If you
would answer questions and not tell
people to go to the prosecutor, this
would not have happened.”

The council approved the demoli-
tion of single-family dwellings lo-
cated at 667 Westfield Avenue and
751 Lawrence Avenue as well as a
single-family dwelling and detached
garage located at 883 Summit Av-
enue.

At the start of the meeting the town
council issued a proclamation ob-
serving November 2014 as National
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month.
Jeanne Gladis, a volunteer from the
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network
(PCAN), was present to receive the
proclamation.

Ms. Gladis also provided The
Westfield Leader with a brief state-
ment outlining the purpose of her
organization and thanking the coun-
cil for its proclamation. “By declar-
ing November 2014 to be Pancreatic
Cancer Awareness Month in
Westfield, you are helping us to do
the critical work of making the public
aware of this disease and its lethal
nature. We hope by working together
with you we will be able to continue

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholders Set to Okay
Contract For Golf Courses

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — After completing
negotiations with the company that
manages its two public golf courses,
the Union County Freeholder Board
is expected to vote tonight to give
another five-year contract to Illinois-
based KemperSports.

At last week’s agenda meeting,
Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations for the county, explained
that the county paid $605,000 to
Kemper to manage the Ash Brook
and Galloping Hill golf courses in the
previous contract. He said the man-
agement of the courses by Kemper in
the new contract is $100,000 less
than the previous agreement.

As part of the new agreement,
Kemper will pay the county 7 percent
of the revenues for the food and bev-
erage operations and the pro shop.
Mr. Sanchez said the county is ex-
pected to receive $300,000 annually
from the food and beverage and pro
shop revenues.

The board also is expected to vote
on a resolution for an operational

budget of $4.5 million for the period
of November 17, 2014 through De-
cember 31, 2015 to Kemper to man-
age the golf operations. Mr. Sanchez
said it is expected that the cost of golf
operations will be offset by $5.2 mil-
lion in revenue.

On another matter, it was an-
nounced that the county is about to
enter into a contract with Vermont
Systems, of Vermont, to update the
county’s RecTrac application to in-
clude Pass Management, Webtrac and
Paytrac applications.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said the upgrades will en-
able county parks users to reserve a
field or picnic area from their home.
He said users of the system, both in-
county and out-of-county residents,
will have to come to the county the
first time in order to present proof of
residency, at which time they will be
given an identification number in or-
der to log into the county parks re-
serve system.

“It is bringing us into the 21st cen-
tury, if you will, with our reservation

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WE WILL NEVER FORGET…A veteran salutes during Westfield’s Veterans
Day program Tuesday morning at  the town’s Monument to Veterans of World
War I.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
POWERFUL WEAPON…A father and son admire a machine gun mounted on
a 1945 Willys Jeep that was included as part of the Veterans Day display at the
Hanson House in Cranford on Sunday morning.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING OUR VETS…World War II veteran Bob Miller, left, and Westfield Bell Master John Panosh stand
in front of the Westfield Town Bell during the Town Bell ringing ceremony and Veterans Day presentation held at the
Reeve House on Sunday afternoon. The event was sponsored by the Westfield Historical Society.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PEDALS...On Saturday morning, enthusiastic riders of vintage bicycles met at
Jay’s Cycle Center in Westfield for an early morning ride. The bikes had to be
from the early 1990s or older.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield BOE Appoints New
Girls Coach Amidst Controversy

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation, on Tuesday evening, held a
brief public meeting to approve the
appointment of Elizabeth McKeon
to be the new head girls’ varsity
basketball coach at Westfield High
School for the 2014-2015 season.
The salary will be $8,578.

According to a district news re-
lease, Ms. McKeon had served as
the volunteer assistant varsity coach
for the team in the 2013-2014 school
year.

Ms. McKeon is a graduate of
Westfield High School, where, as a
member of the girls’ basketball
team, was the second person to ever
score 1,000 points. She also is a
graduate of Lafayette College,
where she played Division 1
Women’s Basketball and achieved
the Patriot League Athletic Honor
Roll.

The press release states that her
10-year business career includes
marketing positions at ESPN and
the NFL, where she was selected to
serve on the Woman’s Interactive
Network. She holds a master’s de-
gree in broadcast journalism from
Boston University and a Bachelor
of Arts from Lafayette College.

The appointment is necessary
since the season starts in a few
weeks. The board, last month, voted
not to renew the contract of Joe
Marino, who has been the coach for
the past 15 years. The team had a
winning season in 2013-2014. That
decision proved to be controversial
and sent shock waves throughout
the district. Mr. Marino had been
recommended for re-hire by Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan and Athletic Director Sandy
Mamary.

More than 200 people attended
the board’s October 21 meeting,
which had to be moved from the
board meeting room at the Admin-

istration Building to the auditorium
at Roosevelt Intermediate School
to accommodate the crowd. Stu-
dents, administrators and other
teachers asked the board to re-in-
state Mr. Marino. They demanded
to know the reason Mr. Marino’s
contract was not renewed. Mr.
Marino, himself, implored the board
to tell him, the team and the public
the reason he was fired. The board
would not discuss its reason.

At that meeting, Board President
Richard Mattessich said, “The
coach has to coach all of the mem-
bers of the team.” Board Vice-Presi-
dent Rosanne Kurstedt defended the
action by saying, “Each member of
the board had cast their vote.” Board
member Mark Friedman said, “For
those who don’t know, all board
decisions are based on evaluations.
Our main objective is to protect the
students and to provide the best
possible coaching staff.”

In other business, Derek Lewis
was appointed to the technology
department as a non-aligned com-
puter technician, at the annual rate
of $45,000. He is replacing Vin
Manalo, who resigned.

The regular meeting lasted five
minutes. The board, then, moved to
the conference room where Lorre
Korecky, the district community re-
lations officer, gave a PowerPoint

CF Acts on Wilf Liquor
License; PD Awards Officers

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A liquor license
transfer from Primavera Liquors to
Riverfront Liquor was granted by reso-
lution Tuesday at the township com-
mittee official meeting.

Riverfront Liquor is wholly owned
by Zygmunt Wilf of 500 Ashwood
Road, Springfield, according to the
public notice. Mr. Wilf is the owner and
chairman of the Minnesota Vikings
and a real estate mogul, who last year
lost a New Jersey real estate civil court
case. New Jersey Superior Court Judge
Deanne Wilson ordered Mr. Wilf, his
brother, Mark Wilf, and cousin, Leonard
Wilf, to pay $100 million in damages
and legal fees to former partners they
defrauded in a large apartment com-
plex project, according to The Associ-
ated Press. The court found the Wilfs
committed fraud, violated civil rack-
eteering laws and deprived a former
business partner of contractual pay-
ments, according to The AP. Earlier
this year, the Wilfs filed an appeal.

Mr. Wilf is an owner of Garden
Communities, which owns Riverfront
at Cranford Station, the newly built,
three-story apartment building with
retail. The corner retail space has a
liquor license and recently a sign show-
ing the restaurant space as available
has come down.

The housing development under con-
struction at 555 South Avenue is ex-
pected to open in early spring, Town-
ship Engineer Carl O’Brien said Mon-
day at the workshop session. Mr.
O’Brien said the site work is nearing
completion and the paving of two drive-
ways will be completed this month,
and so he recommended the township
decrease the performance bond. This
partial release of the bond was ap-
proved, 4 to 1, by resolution Tuesday at

the official meeting. The bond is now at
$359,000, where it was originally at
$1.37 million, Mayor Andis Kalnins
said on Monday. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. voted against the resolu-
tion.

Prior to the official meeting on Veter-
ans Day, the police department held its
awards ceremony for 2014. Chief James
Wozniak presented the awards.

Retired Sergeant Anthony Dob-
bins and Retired Detective Robert
Montague were given plaques hon-
oring their time served with the po-
lice department. Sgt. Dobbins served
26 years and Det. Montague served
25 years. Department Citations were
given to Retired Sgt. Dobbins, Ret.
Det. Montague, Lieutenants Chris-
topher Polito and Edward Daven-
port, Detectives Spencer Durkin,
William Pietrucha and Derek
Farbanec, Sergeants John Swandrak
and Ryan Greco, and Officers
Michael Andrews, Nelson Hearns,
Nadia Jones, Steven D’Ambola, John
Rattigan, Timothy O’Brien, Daniel
Donnerstag and Patrick Fay.

Lieutenant Edward Davenport and
Detective Russell Luedecker were given
the Medal of Honor, the highest award
bestowed to a police officer, for their
evacuating the Cranford Towers Con-
dominiums when it was on fire earlier


