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SCHETELICH-TO-CHRISTIANO 36-YD TD, 73-YD, WALKER FOR 3-YD TD, DeLAYO 4-YD TD RUN

Cougar Footballers Go 8-0, Down GL Highlanders, 30-13
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turnovers and emotions pre-
vented the possibility of a blow-
out, but it did not prevent the
Cranford High School football
team from achieving something
that the program never experi-
enced, an 8-0 start after defeat-
ing the Governor Livingston High-
landers, 30-13, in Berkeley
Heights on November 1. Both
teams, however, experienced
turnovers and both teams con-
tributed generously in the pen-
alty category, especially in the
fourth quarter.

“The most important statistic
in sports is turnovers. We turned
the ball over twice in the first
half. Give GL credit, they did a
good job. Their offense did what
they wanted to at times. They

held onto the football, but if we
didn’t turn the ball over, we had
a chance to break the game open
and force them out of their run-
ning game and into a passing
game. We turned what could have
been a lopsided game into a close
game. When the second half
started, GL took the ball downfield
and scored with it. Fortunately,
we were able to come back and
score,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

That third quarter score cov-
ered 89 yards on 17 plays (15
running) and brought the High-
landers to within 10 points of the
Cougars. Quarterback Jim
Policastro, who engineered the
drive, completed only three
passes for 25 yards and ran for
25 yards on nine carries. Run-
ning back Urim Marke was the
most influential Highlander with

83 yards on 16 carries, including
both touchdowns. Running back
Frank Barone carried six times
for 30 yards.

Cougar quarterback Jack
Schetelich mixed his variety of
plays well and running back Dan
DeLayo had the opportunity to
carry five times for 26 yards,
including a four-yard TD, and
added two receptions for 13
yards. Schetelich completed nine
of 13 passes for 176 yards, in-
cluding three TDs, and Luke
Christiano was again his biggest
target with three receptions for
131 yards, including TDs of 36
yards and 73 yards. Christiano
carried only three times for 19
yards, but one of them was a
two-point conversion.

“We thought that we had an
opportunity to address them in
the play-action game and the

regular stuff that’s part of what
we do. It’s all reactionary. It’s
based on what they give us. Dan
is a good runner and if they are
going to pay attention to Luke on
one side, then we will run the ball
to Dan, as well. We will get the
ball to Luke in other ways, which
is what we were able to do to-
day,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

Schetelich had additional weap-
ons to work with and his third TD
pass was a three-yard strike in
the third quarter to Donavin
Walker, who had a pair of recep-
tions for 25 yards, and also car-
ried four times for 13 yards. Brian
McGovern carried twice for 13
yards, Joe Norton had a four-
yard reception and kicked two
extra points, and Donte Ander-

son had a five-yard reception.
“It is good when the kids are

able to put themselves in a posi-
tion where they are comfortable
with the ball and they can do
some damage,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Defensively, Christiano had
seven tackles and assisted on six,
while Kevin Trotter made six tack-
les (2 for a loss) and assisted on
13. Linebacker Niko Cappello had
an interception, three tackles and
assisted on seven. Ahmad Davis
had two tackles, assisted on three
and added a fumble recovery.

After the opening kickoff, the
Cougars marched 88 yards on
eight plays, ending with
Schetelich’s 36-yard hookup with
Christiano with 8:02 on the clock.
Christiano also scooted left for
the two-point conversion.
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