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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14004626

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007895-13

Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: ALEX RODRIGUEZ; STATE OF

NEW JERSEY; HARRISON MUNICIPAL; PAUL
SKARANTONMIUS; LUIS FELICIANO; JAN
HOPPER; THRIFT INVESTMENT CORPORA-
TION; FIA CARD SERVICES NA F/K/A BANK
OF AMERICA NA; VINELAND ANESTHESIA
CONSULTANT; SUMMIT BANK O/B/O
DENVILLE NISSAN; COUNTY OF CAMDEN;
FRANKLIN LAKES MUNICIPALITY OF;
COUNTY OF ESSEX; CUMBERLAND ORTHO-
PEDIC PA; SOUTH JERSEY HOSPITAL GROUP
ANESTHESIA; COLONIAL PENN INS. CO. O/B/
O HOWARD BRENDA; ROBERT WOOD
JOHNSON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL;
CADLEROCK JOINT VENTURE ASSIGNEE;
CRESCENT GARDENS; PALISADES COLLEC-
TION LLC; MIDLAND FUNDING LLC; PART-
NERS HEALTHCARE LLC; CAPITAL ONE BANK
USA NA; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; EQ-
UABLE ASCENT FINANCIAL LLC; NEIL
HEOGH, TENANT;

Sale Date: 11/12/2014
Writ of Execution: 07/15/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Four Thousand One Hundred Sixty-Three
and 26/100*** $354,163.26.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 1184 WASHINGTON
AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076.

It is known and designated as Block 8801, Lot
15.

The dimensions are approximately 87 feet
wide by 100 feet long

Nearest cross street: Cliffwood Street
Prior lien(s): Subject to open sewer in the

amount of $87.50 as of 8/27/14. Good thru 10/01/
14.

*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty-Four
Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-Two and 25/
100*** $364,332.25 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 10/16, 10/23, 10/30
& 11/06/14 Fee: $238.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14004691

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-027430-12

Plaintiff: PROVIDENT FUNDING ASSOCI-
ATES, L.P.

VS.
Defendant: MARK J. TONDI; DAWN M. TONDI
Sale Date: 11/19/2014
Writ of Execution: 06/05/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifteen Thousand Thirty-Two and 92/100***
$315,032.92.

Concise statement of description of real prop-
erty to be sold

MUNICIPALITY: Borough of Garwood
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 245 Wil-

low Avenue.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 4.02;

Block: 505
DIMENSIONS: 40 X 100
NEAREST CROSS STREET: East Street
Beginning at a point on the southeasterly line

of Willow Avenue distant 240.00 feet northeast-
erly from the corner formed by the intersection of
the southeasterly line of Willow Avenue with the
northeasterly line of East Street.

Pursuant to a tax search of 09/08/2014: 2013
Taxes: $7,086.35 Paid in Full; 2014 QTR 1
Taxes: $1,771.59 Paid; 2014 QTR 2 Taxes:
$1,771.59 Paid; 2014 QTR 3 Taxes: $1,839.70
Paid, estimated tax bill; 2014 QTR 4 Taxes:
$1,840.49 Open due on 11/01/2014; Sewer Ac-
count: Included with taxes.

(This concise description does not constitute a
legal description.)

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Thirty-One
Thousand Four Hundred One and 86/100***
$331,401.86 together with lawful interest and
costs.

*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

*If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
03-010683-F00
4 T - 10/23, 10/30, 11/06
& 11/13/14 Fee: $234.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14004675

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-041463-10

Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC
VS.
Defendant: GUSTAVO MORALES; ALIZ

AROSTEGUI
Sale Date: 11/19/2014
Writ of Execution: 08/19/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Forty-Eight Thousand Four Hundred Seventy-
Five and 36/100*** $448,475.36.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 203
MOUNTAINVIEW AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS,
NEW JERSEY 07076-1417.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 9, BLOCK 3907 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 50.00 X 100.00 X 50.00 X 100.00
Nearest Cross Street: Mountain Avenue
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Seventy-Six

Thousand Four Hundred Thirty-Five and 09/
100*** $476,435.09 together with lawful interest
and costs.

*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

*If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/23, 10/30, 11/06
& 11/13/14 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14004664

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-042351-10

Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC
VS.
Defendant: JOSE M. RIOS; DONNA M.

VALLARIO; JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A.
Sale Date: 11/19/2014
Writ of Execution: 08/20/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Six Hundred Three and
77/100*** $384,603.77.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 712 EMBREE
CRESCENT, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090-4342.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 2, BLOCK 707 on the
official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 113.07 X 70.00 X 113.07 X 70.00
Nearest Cross Street: Eaglecroft Road
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Ten Thousand

Three Hundred Twenty-Six and 99/100***
$410,326.99 together with lawful interest and
costs.

*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

*If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/23, 10/30, 11/06
& 11/13/14 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14004647

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-057230-10

Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC
VS.
Defendant: KIMBERLY GIAIMO
Sale Date: 11/19/2014
Writ of Execution: 08/25/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand Eight Hundred Ninety-Four
and 94/100*** $156,894.94.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 12 KING
JAMES COURT, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JER-
SEY 07076-1110.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 26 CKJ12, BLOCK
903.03 on the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP
of SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 105.92 X 225.54 X 55.00 X 22.00
X 55.00 X 22.00

Nearest Cross Street: N/A
Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Sixty-Two and 87/100***
$166,862.87 together with lawful interest and
costs.

*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens
or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

*If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/23, 10/30, 11/06
& 11/13/14 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14004748

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-047197-13

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: MARY CLARK A/K/A MARY C.

CLARK; KENNY WARDEN; JOSEPH A.
RACANELLI

Sale Date: 12/03/2014
Writ of Execution: 08/07/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty-One Thousand Seventy-Nine and 64/
100*** $181,079.64.

Property to be sold is located in: Township of
Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Premises Commonly known as: 441 Farley
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot # 22, Block # 501
Nearest Cross Street: East Second Street.
Approximate Dimensions: 50 X 106
Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Eighty-Eight

Thousand Seven Hundred Eleven and 65/100***
$188,711.65 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Subject to tax sale certificate #: 12-1238.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-

tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Acting Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLTON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 11/06, 11/13, 11/20
& 11/27/14 Fee: $191.76

Negative Energy That Swirls About
Public Education Has Invaded WF

As someone who has dedicated her
life to the education profession, what I
witnessed at the Westfield Board of
Education meeting on the evening of
October 21 regarding the denial of
Coach Joe Marino’s contract to coach
the Girls’ Varsity Basketball team made
very clear something I was taught long
ago: Education is one of the few profes-
sions that is governed by non-profes-
sionals. It made me take pause then and
it continues to do so now. We live in an
era where there are no-holds barred in
the free-swinging attacks on public edu-
cators, regardless of the feedback from
the professionals who evaluate and as-
sess the performance of each and every
individual in the employ of the school
district.

 The Westfield Public Schools have
long had in place an evaluative process
that is the product of the Joint Staff
Evaluation Team. Evaluation relies upon
the narrative assessment of the faculty
member by a member of the adminis-
trative team and is the byproduct of
both pre- and post observation assess-
ment. It is professionally derived and
facilitates the kind of positive interac-
tion for the consistent improvement of
instruction within the classroom or in
extracurricular endeavors. The mere
thought that a professional assessment
would be overridden by non-profes-
sionals, despite their stated intent to
“do good” is truly haunting, yet that is
what was done by the current members
of the Westfield BOE.

 When this Board elected to reject
Coach Marino’s professional evalua-
tions — a product of coach, administra-
tive and student-athlete input, it most
definitively and decisively made a state-
ment that makes Board President Rich-
ard Mattessich’s prepared words ap-
pear disingenuous at best: “Our deci-
sion was in no way meant to send a
message to the teachers in the district
that you better watch out! That has
nothing to do with our decision. If our
action gave the impression that there
was an arbitrary aspect to this, there
was none … There is no hidden mes-
sage here for anyone. I hope this helps.”

 Mr. Mattessich’s words are empty
and meaningless when accompanied
by the actions taken. What has been
done once sets precedent for future
action. When professional evaluations
and recommendations can be set aside
for insight that appears to be hearsay at
best, every staff member is a potential
next victim. The collective action of the
BOE is a strike against the professional
judgment and integrity of every mem-
ber of the administration and represents
a weakening of the fundamental struc-
ture of the Westfield Public Schools.

 I do not choose the word hearsay
lightly; there has been much clamor for
openness regarding the specific claims
against Coach Marino that motivated
this Board to act in such a manner.
Clearly those of us present heard the
words of the board attorney that “mat-
ters related to personnel are not for
public disclosure.” This is a long-stand-
ing policy, however there really should
be no mystery if the defined process for
registering such concerns had been ac-
tively honored.

 The procedure for handling concerns
of parents and/or students requires that
the issue be directed first to the teacher/
coach whose actions are in question.
Following this policy allows for the
matter to be addressed directly by the
parties most knowledgeable of the cir-
cumstances. There being no adequate
resolution to the issue, the next step is to
engage the immediate supervisor in the
discussion; if this is still inadequate, the
administrator superior to the supervisor
is called into the matter and the process

can continue to the superintendent and,
eventually, to the BOE if there was no
adequate remedy along the way. Adher-
ence to the process leaves no one ques-
tioning the nature of the concerns and
allows for all voices to be expressed,
i.e. making for the transparency that so
many, including Coach Marino, desire.

 The mere fact that the coach stands
accused without clear knowledge of the
accusations nor his accusers suggests
that the policy was yet again violated; I
say this only because I directly experi-
enced this kind of circumstance on sev-
eral occasions, under several different
administrators, over the course of my
long career in Westfield. It is not un-
heard of for a parent who is an acquain-
tance of a Board member or an admin-
istrator at any level to make a phone call
or drop an e-mail to try to muscle his/
her way around the process. When called
to answer for this, the response can vary
from, “I didn’t want my son/daughter to
know because they’d be mortified [to
know that I am doing this]”; “I didn’t
want the teacher to exact retribution on
my child.” The honest reason is simply
that the individual wanted to speak to
“someone in authority” to intimidate
the teacher/coach.

Having personally been called to ac-
count for accusations made by unknown
parties can be quite intimidating, espe-
cially to younger and less experienced
teachers. No one likes to be caught off
guard — neither parents or teachers.
Communication is a two-way street and
the only way to avoid miscommunica-
tion as has been alluded to in the public
statements, either at the Board meeting
or on social media, is to adhere to the
proper policy for communicating con-
cerns. Board member Mitch Slater cir-
culating innuendo on Facebook such
as, “Calling a teenage girl worthless
and doing it for years is all I can share
(and not board member kids ever) right
now,” does nothing but empower those
who lack the courage of their convic-
tions and raises a serious question of
proper ethical behavior of a Board mem-
ber. While I disagree with the position
put forth by Cindy Gallagher, I respect
her for standing up for that which she
believes is true; I wish that those voices
upon whom this BOE relied had the
same backbone.

 The circumstances that have led to
this situation are extremely disturbing
and disheartening. Being a resident, a
parent and faculty member (retired) in
Westfield for over 35 years has granted
me a perspective that no one on the
BOE can have. In each of those roles I
have heard and read many things about
teachers (myself included), administra-
tors, coaches, drama/musical directors,
other students, Board members — the
list is extensive; knowing when to listen
demands a great degree of self control,
made all the more difficult in an era
where anonymous communication is
easier than ever and hateful messages
and actions (such as the slashing of
Coach Marino’s and Coach Allen’s tires
two years ago) abound.

 Make no mistake, negative and hate
filled speech dominates blogs and other
forums, emboldening those individuals
who lack the moral fortitude to come
forward with their claims. The disser-
vice witnessed here truly transcends the
matter of Coach Marino’s basketball
coaching job because it makes quite
clear that the negative energy that
swirls about public education has in-
vaded the Westfield Public Schools.
The absence of trust in the profes-
sional judgment of administrators and
staff speaks louder than any words
spoken from the stage that evening.
Hopefully, the recent election has
added three new members committed
to restoring the erosion of trust.

Karen J. Stark
Westfield

Why Did Westfield Bd. of Education
Overrule The Professionals?

I have lived in Westfield for 44 years.
I was an educator for 40 years, an Ath-
letic Director for 12 years and a basket-
ball coach for 27 years. That being said,
I attended a Westfield Board of Educa-
tion meeting on Tuesday, October 21, to
support long-time WHS girls’ basket-
ball coach, Joe Marino, who was at-
tempting to convince the Board to re-
verse its decision to fire him from his
basketball coaching position – a deci-
sion he apparently just found out about
this October 15 – five weeks prior to the
start of this basketball season.

After listening to all of the support
behind Mr. Marino, it is very disap-
pointing how unfairly Mr. Marino ap-
pears to have been treated.

At the beginning of the October 21
Board meeting, the President of the
Board, Mr. Mattessich, discussed the
process the Board purportedly follows
to evaluate Westfield’s coaches and in-
dicated that the Board considered all of
the facts during its deliberations regard-
ing Mr. Marino’s coaching position.
Were these facts discussed with the Su-
pervisor of Athletics, Coach Marino and
the Superintendent prior to the conclu-
sion of the 2013 school year?

At the October 21 meeting, the Board’s
Vice President indicated that the coaches’
evaluation consisted of three parts: (1)
student players’ evaluations, (2) the Su-
pervisor of Athletics’ evaluation and (3)
the Superintendent’s evaluation and that
the Board then votes on these recom-
mendations for renewal or non-renewal
of a coach’s contract based on many
factors provided to them. Mr. Marino
has said that he’s only had positive evalu-
ations for the past three years. If this is
indeed true, how could the Board fire
him from his basketball coaching posi-
tion based on the coaches’ evaluation
process currently in existence for
Westfield’s interscholastic coaches?

It seems obvious that there may be a
fourth part of the evaluation – that of the
Board or is it “the parent evaluation”?
Maybe the Board should formally in-
clude this new part in the evaluation
process, a Parents’ Evaluation, so that
coaches can make sure that they keep all
of the parents happy.

The leaders of the Board appear to
have “pulled the rug” out from under
Mr. Marino and the administration by
the timing of this fiasco. The profes-
sional way to have dealt with this issue
would have been prior to the end of the
2013 school year, so that Mr. Marino
would not have been practicing with the
girls during the summer months in prepa-
ration for this upcoming season. There
are many unanswered questions too nu-
merous to list here.

The basketball season concluded in
March of 2013. Why did it take 7 months
to fire Coach Marino as basketball coach
and why did this happen after the Super-
visor of Athletics had apparently given
him a positive evaluation by June? What
happened in the months between June
and October to warrant Mr. Marino’s
firing as basketball coach? Was there
suddenly an onslaught of letters to the
Board members disparaging Mr.
Marino’s coaching methods? Were these
letters encouraged by a few disgruntled
parents over the past few years? Was the
Board bombarded with these facts/let-
ters over the past 15 years of Mr. Marino’s
coaching or did most of these letters just
mysteriously show up this fall (and if so,
who orchestrated that letter-writing cam-
paign and was the Board’s President or
any other member of the Board aware of
such a campaign)?

Did the Board’s President vote on the
decision not to rehire Mr. Marino as

basketball coach or express his opinion
on the subject to any of his fellow Board
members during the process leading up
to that decision? Why was the Board’s
President presiding over the discussion
during the October 21 Board meeting
about Mr. Marino’s firing as basketball
coach and why did the Board’s Presi-
dent make a formal statement during
that discussion?

Several speakers at the meeting asked
the Board to reverse its decision and
reinstate Mr. Marino as basketball coach
– did the Board President’s statement at
the October 21 meeting about his views
regarding the process and outcome of
the Board’s decision regarding Mr.
Marino’s coaching position have any
impact on the other Board members’
viewpoints or willingness to reconsider
their previous vote and did it irretriev-
ably taint the decision-making process
of the Board regarding the issues raised
at that meeting?

Is a member of the Board supposed to
excuse himself from the portions of
Board meetings where matters in which
he has a personal interest are being dis-
cussed?

Did any of the Board President’s af-
filiates ever complain to Mr. Marino
during the basketball season, and if so,
did the Board’s President make full dis-
closure of that to the other members of
the Board during the Board’s delibera-
tions?

Given the exercise of power by this
public office to overrule the Supervisor
of Athletics’ and the Superintendent’s
recommendations to rehire Coach
Marino as basketball coach following
one of the most successful girls’ basket-
ball seasons in the school’s history, it
seems that these are basic questions that
deserve an answer to maintain the pub-
lic trust.

I am not questioning the right of this
Board to hire and fire, but the clandes-
tine manner in which this situation ap-
pears to have been handled. This Board
appears to have undermined the Super-
visor of Athletics and the Superinten-
dent (who have supported the rehiring
of Mr. Marino) and in particular this
year’s girls’ basketball team, who ap-
pear to have been looking forward to
working with Mr. Marino this upcom-
ing winter season and, unfortunately,
will not have the opportunity to do so.
Who knows how the current teachers,
coaches and administrators in the dis-
trict feel after watching this situation
unfold!!

I strongly suggest that in the future
coaches’ contracts should be issued,
signed and approved by the Board no
later than the second week of June for
the following school year, not just a
month or two prior to the start of their
sport seasons. This would enable all
coaches to find out prior to the summer
whether or not they are being rehired
and thus would be able to work with
their student-athletes in preparation for
the following school year and would
help prevent the type of debacle that we
just witnessed.

Finally, regarding the members of this
year’s girls’ varsity basketball team – I
feel terrible that they have experienced
these unfortunate events prior to the
start of their season. However, through
adversity, I often found that my teams
became stronger. I’m sure this group of
girls will also. With their excellent se-
nior leadership, I’m sure these girls will
bond together and have the successful
season that they have envisioned. I’ll be
watching closely and rooting for these
girls as will the rest of the community.

Neil Horne, Sr.
Westfield

Global Warming, Sadly, Tragically,
Has Become A Political Football

With what delusion can people think
that the sea level along the famous and
economically important Jersey shore
shall not rise? And with it disaster of
unprecedented proportions?

According to the National Geo-
graphic Society, the oceans may rise
between 2.5 feet and 6.5 feet by the
year 2100! This is “enough to swamp
many cities along the U.S. East Coast.
More dire estimates, including a com-
plete meltdown of the Greenland ice
sheet, push sea level rise to 23
feet…enough to submerge London.”
The Society points out that there is
enough water in the Antarctica ice
sheet to raise sea levels by 164 feet!

Even at a rise of 2.5 feet the threat
from flooding, tidal surge, wave dam-
age, and erosion is apparent. “The
vulnerability of coastal regions to
storm-surge flooding is expect to in-
crease with future sea-level rise and
coastal development…it is likely that
climate warming will cause hurricanes
in the coming century to be more in-
tense globally…there are better than
even odds the number of very intense
hurricanes will increase by a substan-
tial fraction in some basins.” (Thomas
R. Knutson, Geophysical Fluid Dy-
namics Laboratory)

Yet New Jersey remains unprepared.
The actions taken to rebuild what had
been lost because of Hurricane Sandy
are unrealistic and thus foolish. Is it
that no one really thinks that the next
hurricane, perhaps a category 4 or 5,
will not inflict even more horrendous
loss of life and damage? Will not dev-
astate the rebuilt boardwalks and re-
stored and new buildings even now so
very vulnerable to the next huge hurri-
cane?

But when the ocean rises, and it has
been rising for a long time, the conse-
quences will be of biblical propor-
tions! And especially so because the
warming oceans means even more gi-
gantically powerful hurricanes!

A year or so after Hurricane Sandy
had made its deadly visit, I gave a
lecture entitled “Think Dutch” in the
Community Room of the Town Hall
about what The Netherlands has done
over the centuries to protect its people
from the ever rising North Sea. Some
35 people came to my lecture! And
there was no press coverage from any-
where!

Contrast this the meeting the other
week in the offices of the Westfield
Board of Education about the non-
renewal of the Westfield High School
Girls Varsity Basketball coach’s con-

tact! It was standing room only what
with approximately 220 people com-
ing to the meeting! The meeting had to
be moved to Roosevelt Intermediate
School! And there were screaming
newspaper headlines!

Yes, basketball is important. But no,
not nearly as important as saving the
people of New Jersey from the catas-
trophe awaiting them as the sea level
rises and as the ocean warms!

Global warming, sadly, tragically,
has become a political football but
there can be no denying the scientific
findings that the sea is rising and the
oceans warming!

In light of rising sea levels such
famous cities as Venice and London
and St. Petersburg have spent tens of
billions of dollars to protect their
people. Most famous of all efforts are
the Dutch who have built a very com-
plex systems of dikes and other coastal
defenses for that mighty storm that
shall occur within the next hundred or
thousand or more years depending
upon the location of the Dutch coast!

Already the inexorable rise in sea
levels threatens several small island
Pacific nations. Kiribati, the Maldives,
the Seychelles, Micronesia, Palau, and
Tuvalu. And then there is Bangladesh
with its 156 million people who each
year expiring more and more flooding
from the Indian Ocean! They need no
input from American politicians who
claim that there is no global warming
and no rise in ocean levels!

Is it not hubris to believe that all is
well and that no fundamental precau-
tions must be taken? That we need not
“think Dutch”?

Who shall be able to play basketball
along the Jersey shore when without
the kind of coastal protections for
which the Dutch are rightly famous it
is overtaken by the rising and warmer
Atlantic Ocean?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Probitas Verus Honos

Presbyterian Church to Host
‘Joining Hands’ Missionary

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will host
Presbyterian missionary and Joining
Hands for Life Bolivia representative
Chenoa Stock at its Presbytery-wide
event on Wednesday, November 12,
at 7:30 p.m.

Ms. Stock will share her experi-
ences helping the poor of Bolivia,
with a focus on water issues and
water contamination due to mining
activities. Light refreshments will be
served. The church is located at 11
Springfield Avenue.

Ms. Stock currently serves as a
missionary in Bolivia in conjunction
with the Uniendo Manos por la Vida
(UMAVIDA) network, where she
works with the poor to help them
improve their own lives. The network
is the Bolivian network for the Pres-
byterian Church U.S.A. Joining
Hands for Life Program, an initiative
of the Presbyterian Hunger Program.

The Joining Hands for Life pro-
gram creates country networks that
are called to address root causes of

hunger, poverty and injustice through
various campaigns that are based on
everything from education and aware-
ness building to political or legisla-
tive change, with an overall goal for
long-term sustainable change.

Ms. Stock’s UMAVIDA Network
focuses specifically around water is-
sues and water contamination due to
mining activities in the area.

She originally came from Pitts-
burgh, Pa., where her parents are
both retired PC(USA) pastors. Be-
ing raised in the church, she has had
a “mission” presence throughout her
life. Ms. Stock graduated with a de-
gree in early childhood education
from Wittenberg University and pre-
viously did volunteer work in India.

To respond to this event, or to
learn more about the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Cranford, call church
administrator Carol Thee at the
church office at (908) 276-8440 or
visit firstprescranford.org. Any ques-
tions may be directed to Skip Winter
at (908) 625-9676 or individuals may
e-mail him at ahwinterjr@aol.com.
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