
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 6, 2014 Page 9

Wardlaw-Hartridge Teams
Clinch Division Titles

EDISON – Three varsity teams at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge (W-H)
School in Edison clinched division
titles in the Greater Middlesex Con-
ference last week.

The boys' and girls' soccer teams
captured Blue Division champion-
ships and the girls' tennis team re-
peated as White Division champs.
Junior Diogo Ferreira of Hillside
scored the decisive goal in a 1-0 over-
time victory over Middlesex to pro-

pel the W-H boys. Senior Neema
Liverpool of Plainfield and junior
Alex Garces of North Brunswick each
netted hat tricks as the girls rolled to
a 7-1 triumph over JFK-Iselin on Fall
Fair and Homecoming Day for the
division clincher.

The girls' tennis team, led by junior
first singles player Cecily D’Amore
of Scotch Plains, wrapped up its divi-
sion crown with a 4-1 win over
Woodbridge on October 20.SPP Announces

NHS Inductees
JERSEY CITY – Sixty-nine se-

niors were inducted as members of
the McNally-Sinnott Chapter of the
National Honor Society (NHS) at
Saint Peter's Preparatory School in
Jersey City during a ceremony on
October 21, recognizing their excel-
lence in the areas of scholarship, lead-
ership, service and character.

 Highlights of the induction cer-
emony included reflections on the
four areas of excellence that have
defined NHS members since the
society’s creation in 1921, given by
the chapter's officers for this year.
Incoming president Quinn
Williamson of Jersey City spoke on
scholarship; vice president Clark
Burnett of Green Brook on leader-
ship; George Garber of Short Hills on
service, and Patrick Walshe of Verona
on character.  The moderators of the
National Honor Society are faculty
members Sr. Frances Marie Duncan,
OSF and Michael Settembrino.
Among those inducted were: Andrew
Dellechiaie of Mountainside; Chris-
topher Lee of Westfield; and Kyle
Krutis and Peter Tomljanovic of
Scotch Plains.

Two Union Catholic Pupils
Named Commended Students

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sister
Percylee Hart, RSM, principal of
Union Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains, has announced that Kyle
Borowski of Fanwood and Tonna
Obaze of Iselin have been named
Commended Students in the 2015
National Merit Scholarship Program.
A Letter of Commendation from the
school and National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation (NMSC), which
conducts the program, will be pre-
sented by the principal to these scho-
lastically-talented seniors.

About 34,000 Commended Stu-
dents throughout the nation are being
recognized for their exceptional aca-
demic promise. Although they will
not continue in the 2015 competition
for National Merit Scholarship
awards, Commended Students placed
among the top 5 percent of more than
1.5 million students who entered the
2015 competition by taking the 2013

Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT).

“The young men and women be-
ing named Commended Students
have demonstrated outstanding po-
tential for academic success,” com-
mented a spokesperson for NMSC.
“These students represent a valuable
national resource; recognizing their
accomplishments, as well as the key
role their schools play in their aca-
demic development, is vital to the
advancement of educational excel-
lence in our nation. We hope that this
recognition will help broaden their
educational opportunities and encour-
age them as they continue their pur-
suit of academic success.”

For more than 50 years, Union
Catholic High School has earned its
reputation as one of New Jersey’s fore-
most Catholic secondary schools. For
information, visit unioncatholic.org.

SPIKE AGAINST CANCER...On October 8 the Roselle Catholic (RC) High
School community held their seventh Annual Spike Breast Cancer Game.  The
RC Girls’ Volleyball teams, both J.V. and Varsityplayed rival Bishop Ahr squad.
The annual event is held to promote awareness for breast cancer - a disease that
is expected to afflict at least 232,670 more women in 2014.

HELPING HANDS...The Westfield High School (WHS) Boys’ Basketball team
gave back to the community by helping the PTSO  landscaping committee with
fall mulching and planting at WHS.  Scott Mason provided the wood chips for the
service project.

WHS Junior Gives Speech
At UN’s Day of the Girl

Grants Available for
Sleepaway Camps

REGION – Now is the time to
solidify plans for summer 2015, and
to receive your gift up to $1,000
toward tuition at over 150 Jewish
sleepaway camps and teen programs
across North America.

The gift, known as the One Happy
Camper grant, is a non-needs based
gift awarded to eligible new campers
between the ages of  seven to 17
toward their first summer at any of
over 150 Jewish overnight camps and
teen programs. Programs span tradi-
tional to specialty camps (such as
sports, sci-tech, fitness, farming),
outdoor adventure, teen tours, pro-
grams for children with special needs
and many more.

For 2015 there is a new $700 gift is
available for 12 to 18 day programs,
and a $1,000 gift for programs of 19
days or more. The grant is provided
through One Happy Camper NJ, a
free service that is also available to
help local families find the right
sleepaway camp or teen program.
Over $1 million in grants have been
awarded to local youth over the past
five summers with 59 grants to fami-
lies in Westfield and 51 grants to
families in Scotch Plains/Fanwood.

Please visit
www.OneHappyCamperNJ.org or
contact Tracy Levine at (973) 929-
2970 for free, personalized camp
guidance and more details about the
$1,000 gift.

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School junior Isabella Gelfand de-
livered a speech at the United Na-
tions’ International Day of the Girl
Speak Out on October 11.

In total, 37 students from the
Westfield High School and Roosevelt
and Edison Intermediate Schools’
chapters of Girls Learn International
(GLI) attended the event, which fea-
tured multi-media performances of
girl’s personal stories of tenacity,
courage and strength from around
the world.  Ms. Gelfand’s remarks
are at these spots 1:30:30, 2:13:15
and 2:37 in the video: http://
webtv.un.org/watch/international-
day-of-the-girl-child-2014-2nd-an-
n u a l - g i r l s - s p e a k - o u t /
3834236417001#full-text.

“It was a very inspirational day,”
stated Karen Lust, Roosevelt Social
Studies teacher and an advisor of
Westfield’s GLI.  Even the bus ride
was educational.  Mrs. Lust, who
accompanied the students, planned a
lesson which included an overview
of the Day of the Girl and the theme

for this year which was Empowering
Adolescent Girls: Ending the Cycle
of Violence. Westfield High School
GLI Chapter members conducted the
lesson for the younger students. Stu-
dents answered the question, What
does it mean to be a girl?  Then, after
looking at statistics about girls around
the world, they discussed what it
means to be a girl globally.  They then
defined the word “empowerment,”
and students shared situations in
which they feel empowered. Inspira-
tional poetry about girls’ issues also
was read on the bus. A registered
nurse from Overlook Hospital, Lillian
Vender, addressed the students and
distributed pamphlets and materials
on teen issues such as eating disor-
ders and self-esteem.

The Speak Out itself was held in
the United Nations ECOSOC Cham-
ber (Economic and Social Council
Chamber).  The Working Group on
Girls (of which GLI is a partner
organization) alongside Canada,
Peru and Turkey, presented the Girls
Speak Out for the International Day
of the Girl 2014.

Edison Intermediate School GLI
advisors Cecelia Valdes and Tamara
Yellin, parent chaperones Kim
Hamilton & Lisa Gorab, and school
nurse Kim Rivera also accompanied
the Westfield students.

Union Catholic Students
Named as AP Scholars

Mentoring Day at Novartis
Helps Disabled Students

Students Get Advice from
Educators at Conference

UNION – Nearly 250 students from
approximately two dozen high
schools across New Jersey partici-
pated in the 2014 New Jersey Future
Educators Association (NJFEA) Con-
ference, themed “See the World,
Change the World,” at Kean Univer-
sity on October 17.

“The Future Educator’s Confer-
ence is designed to provide high
school students with an understand-
ing of the types of teaching certifi-
cates offered in New Jersey and the
areas which they can choose for study
in education,” said Susan Polirstok,
Dean of Kean’s College of Educa-

tion. “The expectation is that stu-
dents will graduate from high school
with specific career readiness skills.
For aspiring teachers, the Future
Educators Conference contributes
real-life insight into their under-
standing of the opportunities and
the challenges that teaching can pro-
vide for their futures.”

Kean faculty led various sessions
exploring such topics as; The Ups
and Downs of Teaching Middle and
High School Students, Teaching and
Learning Around the World, and Col-
laborative Teaching and the Role of
Special Education.

WINNING DEVILS...The Marching Blue Devils won second place in the IV-A
Division at the US Bands Gold Star Competition in East Brunswick High School
on October 25, and placed 3rd overall out of the 15 competing bands. The
Westfield High School Marching Band also received honors for Best Music, Best
Visual, and Best Percussion. The Blue Devils had their final performance at the
Yamaha Cup in MetLife Stadium on November 1.

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our

Admissions Open House
Saturday, November 15

10:00am - 12:00pm

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all Open Houses
Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade

Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com

Please RSVP to Cheryl Wilkinson at 908-322-4652
or cwilkinson@christopheracademy.com

Scotch Plains Campus

1390 Terrill Road

Westfield Campus

510 Hillcrest Avenue
AND

Kayla Brennan Earns
Girl Scout Gold Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – Fifteen
graduated senior students and seven
current senior students at Union
Catholic High School have earned
AP Scholars Awards in recognition
of their exceptional achievement
on AP Exams during the 2013-2014
school year.

The College Board’s Advanced
Placement program recognizes sev-
eral levels of achievement based on
students’ performance on AP Ex-
ams. Three students qualified for
the AP Scholar with Distinction
Award by earning an average grade
of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams
taken, and scores of 3 or higher on
five or more of these exams. These
students are Alexander Boros ’14
of Fords, Parnika Celly ’14 of
Colonia, and Emily Dzioba ’14 of
North Plainfield.

Four students qualified for the AP
Scholar with Honors Award by earn-
ing an average score of at least 3.25

on all AP Exams taken, and scores of
3 or higher on four or more of these
exams. These students are Jacqueline
Behrend ’14 of Fanwood, Raeann
Dalton ’14 of Colonia, Jessica
Herren ’14 of Colonia, and Bridget
Nocera ’14 of Colonia.

An additional 15 students earned
AP Scholar Awards by completing
three or more AP Exams with grades
of three or higher. These students
are Cristina Bonner ’14 of Clark,
Jonathan Boros ’15 of Fords, Kyle
Borowski ’15 of Fanwood, Dana
Couto ’15 of Union, Thomas
Hartnett ’14 of Clark, Roxanne Lee
’14 of Plainfield, Elise Morano ’15
of Westfield, Tonna Obaze ’15 of
Iselin, Hetal Patel ’14 of Union,
Dennis Reilly ’14 of Colonia, Emily
Ryan ’14 of Colonia, Richard
Ryngel ’15 of Union, Madison
Simon ’14 of Gillette, Melissa
Titolo ’14 of Fords, and Brianne
Trollo ’15 of Fanwood.

Jonathan Dayton HS Plans
Messiah Reunion Concert

EAST HANOVER – Novartis
Pharmaceuticals Corporation (NPC)
hosted more than 100 high school
students with disabilities on October
15, National Disability Mentoring
Day, for a hands-on career explora-
tion event.  Students from 11 schools
participated.

The purpose of the initiative at the
Company’s East Hanover campus was
to share insights with special needs
young adults about career possibili-
ties and to help build a diverse local
future workforce.

The students engaged in interac-
tive career sessions, and heard a key-
note speech from Geri Jewell, an
award winning author, performer and
motivational speaker, who received
worldwide recognition being the first
person with a disability to be cast in
a prime-time series, NBC’s The Facts
of Life.

During her remarks, Ms. Jewell
told the audience of students, chaper-
ones and company associates, “One
of the secrets to many of my suc-
cesses is that I’ve always had an es-
sence of creative visualization.  You
have to see yourself doing what you

want to do.  Create it in your mind;
then it will manifest in reality.”

Reflecting on the day, Robert
Ackerman, Head Region United
States, Novartis Business Service –
REFS, said, “Disability Mentoring
Day is a wonderful opportunity for
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corpora-
tion to show local high school and
college students with special needs
that they are a valuable talent pool
and introduce them to the many ca-
reer opportunities within a corporate
environment.  The students gain a
new perspective through this day of
exploration and inspiration.”

A panel of NPC employees and
family members who have disabili-
ties also provided guidance about
overcoming obstacles and described
their careers.

National Disability Mentoring Day
is sponsored nationally by the Ameri-
can Association of People with Dis-
abilities.

Kerri Bange, a student at Newmark
Education, said, “I would like to be a
graphic designer or maybe a pro-
grammer, because of what I learned
at Disability Mentoring Day.”

WATCHUNG – Mount Saint Mary
Academy senior Kayla Brennan, of
Westfield, led a team of volunteers
to reorganize and update the school
library at St. Genevieve’s School in
Elizabeth to earn her Girl Scout Gold
Award.

Kayla’s project transformed the
space into a welcoming, student-cen-
tered library to encourage reading,
support the faculty by providing add-
ing educational components, and
motivate students to do well in school.
She promoted awareness among other
elementary school principals that li-
braries are still needed today but how
they serve students has changed. To-
day, libraries need to connect stu-

dents with resources and help them
become independent learners and
strong critical researchers.

Kayla and her team of volunteers
cleaned, sorted and reshelved 2,658
books and reference materials.
Worldwide Wholesale Floor Cover-
ings in Edison, St. Gen’s alumni and
the Kelly Family supported Kayla’s
Gold Award project by donating new
carpeting and bean bag chairs for a
new reading area. Also added were
hands on educational components
including inflatable globes, a conti-
nent and world country wall map,
atlas and interactive globe, to sup-
port the faculty’s longitude and lati-
tude curriculum.

SPRINGFIELD – As a launch to the
holiday season, alumni of Jonathan
Dayton Regional High School’s
(JDRHS) Choral Music Department
will return to Springfield to perform
Part I of Handel’s Messiah on Satur-
day, November 29. Over the years, a
number of former students have ex-
pressed the desire to revive the tradi-
tion of singing Handel’s masterwork.
At this time, planning is underway for
a Messiah Reunion Concert 2014, led
by former Dayton Choral Director
Brenda Kay-Kucin and former his-
tory teacher Linda Duke, assisted by
alumi David Simon (JDRHS ‘87).

The Alumni Messiah Concert was
an important part of the communities
surrounding Jonathan Dayton Re-
gional High School for over 25 years.
The program began in 1972 under the
direction of JDRHS Music Teacher
Edward Shiley and was originally con-
ceived as an alumni tradition for high
school students and returning college
students. Ms. Kay-Kucin continued
the holiday musical tradition when
she joined the Jonathan Dayton High
School’s faculty as its choral director
in 1982. The concert was funded by
the JDRHS Choral Parents Society
and later by the Mountainside Music
Association and was held at the Com-
munity Presbyterian Church. When
demographic and political changes in
the public school system changed the
support structure for the alumni pro-
gram, the concert expanded to include
all singers in the community who de-

sired to sing. The Messiah Reunion
Concert continued under Ms. Kucin’s
direction until December 2000.

The Springfield Board of Educa-
tion and current administration of
Jonathan Dayton High School have
graciously offered use of the high
school for rehearsal and the concert
performance. The Watts Foundation
of Mountainside has awarded a grant
to cover orchestral and other expenses.
With the exception of the professional
orchestra that accompanies the choral
forces in Handel’s Messiah, all sing-
ers and friends working on this project
will be volunteers.

“Community support for this re-
union has been most gratifying,” said
Ms. Kucin. “Even the parents of our
now-adult students have enthusiasti-
cally volunteered to help with aspects
of the program.”

As in the past, singers who already
know Handel’s masterpiece will gather
for rehearsal on the afternoon before
the concert to fine tune the perfor-
mance that will take place that same
evening. Ms. Kucin has instructed her
former students to prepare for the con-
cert through internet practice websites
that enable them to refresh or relearn
their individual voice parts. Those in-
terested in singing in the concert are
required to register in advance by con-
tacting Ms. Duke at
leelouduke@aol.com.

The Messiah Reunion Concert will
take place on Saturday, November 29,
at 7:30 p.m. in the JDRHS auditorium.

Book Store to Host
Author Jeff Campbell
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store will be hosting author Jeff
Campbell on Saturday, November 8
from 2 to 4 p.m. With their love and
companionship, animals help to
make our lives better every day. But
sometimes, to our utter amazement
and everlasting gratitude, animals liter-
ally save our lives. “Daisy to the
Rescue: True Stories of Daring Dogs,
Paramedic Parrots, and Other Animal
Heroes” celebrates over fifty of these
heroic animals with stunning illustrated
portraits and detailed accounts of their
exploits. The fascinating book asks
important questions about and provides
insight into why these animals act the
way they do—even putting themselves
in harm’s way to save a life. 

An editor and writer for over twenty
years, Jeff Campbell specializes in
books on animals and animal intelli-
gence and emotions. A former writer
for Lonely Planet, Campbell lives in
Northern New Jersey and teaches cre-
ative writing to elementary school stu-
dents.

Meet Jeff Campbell at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets). If you are unable to
attend this event, feel free to call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy of “Daisy
to the Rescue”.

Pulitzer Winner Nottage
To Visit Kean University

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will welcome Pulitzer
Prize-winning playwright Lynn
Nottage to Kean’s campus on Sunday,
November 16 as part of Premiere Art-
ists. Premiere Artists brings world-
class artists to the Kean University
campus for master classes, offers ex-
posure for student writers and actors
through showcase performances, and
provides students with professional
experience and union credits as Pre-
miere Stages actors, understudies, and
interns in a variety of technical and
arts administration fields.

Ms. Nottage, whose acclaimed play
“Ruined” will be directed by Ernest
Wiggins and will be performed by
students of Kean’s Department of
Theatre  from Friday, November 14
through Saturday, November 22. She
will attend the Sunday, November 16
performance and participate in an
interactive discussion with the audi-
ence following the show, moderated
by John J. Wooten, producing artistic
director of Premiere Stages.

“We are extremely pleased to have
Lynn attend ‘Ruined’ and join the
roster of Premiere Artists,” stated Mr.
Wooten.  “The students are very ex-
cited about the prospect of engaging
Lynn about the play.”

 Additional performances are
scheduled for Friday, November 14
at 8 p.m.; Saturday, November 15 at
2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Wednesday, No-
vember 19 at 8 p.m.; Thursday, No-
vember 20 at 5 p.m.; Friday, Novem-
ber 21 at 8 p.m.; and Saturday, No-
vember 22 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Standard tickets are $15, with $12
tickets available for Kean faculty,
staff, and alumni, and $10 tickets
available for students. To purchase

tickets or request a Department of
Theatre season brochure, please call
the Kean Stage box office at (908)
737-SHOW(7469), email
ticket@kean.edu, or visit http://
www.keanstage.com.


