
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 6, 2014 Page 5

We Cannot Be Blind Sighted
By The Pilgrim Pipeline

U.S. Has to Be Proactive Instead of
Reactive On Dealing With Ebola Letters to the Editor

The Ebola virus is one of the most
dangerous viruses in the world, and it
has now entered the U.S. Unfortu-
nately, the virus was brought into our
country and we are now faced with a
very difficult challenge: How can we
contain the virus and prevent an out-
break in the U.S.? But do we even
know who has it? For all you know
the person sitting right next to you
could have it and you wouldn’t even
know. An Ebola outbreak in the U.S
would be extremely dangerous due
the long incubation period making it
difficult to track. Also, the virus is
extremely fatal and there is no known
cure. To prevent a wide scale out-
break, we have to increase security at
major international airports around
the country and quarantine passen-
gers coming from infected countries.
We cannot risk the virus spreading
anymore; we have to be vigilant. This
may seem excessive, but it is better to
prevent an outbreak than deal with
one.

 It is hard to believe that someone
with the symptoms would even think
about flying, but believe it. Just re-
cently a nurse who was treating an
Ebola patient in the U.S. took two
flights in the U.S. while having Ebola
symptoms and exposed up to 800
people to the virus. Then those 800
people could have exposed another
800 people and so on. Then before
we know it, we would have an Ebola
outbreak in the U.S.

 But what is the U.S government
doing as of now to prevent an out-
break? Well, the answer is that they
are not doing much. They are check-
ing the temperatures of passengers
who are coming from infected coun-
tries and screening those who have a
fever. But this will only keep those
who are showing the symptoms from
coming into the U.S. They could still
bring the virus into the U.S because
of the 21-day incubation period. The
only way to truly make sure the virus
doesn’t enter the country is to quar-
antine those passengers.

But what if the virus happens to
enter the country and the person who
is infected goes to the hospital? They
might just send you home; they have
done it before. It has just recently
happened when a man went to the
hospital about his Ebola-like symp-
toms after coming from an Ebola-
infected country. You would think
that the hospital realized that he most
likely had Ebola and to take extreme
precaution when dealing with the
man? No, they actually let him go!
Even though he said he came from an
Ebola-infected country and was
showing Ebola systems, they still let

him go. Can we even trust our hospi-
tals with even diagnosing the virus?

Not only is it important to keep the
virus from spreading for containment
reasons, but we also need to keep the
virus from spreading for biological
ones. This is because every case of
Ebola has a chance of being able to
mutate into a different type of Ebola,
one that could become airborne. What
makes this such a pressing issue is
that we don’t know when this could
possibly happen. It could be tomor-
row or never, but the threat is real.

Considering how diseases have
been treated in the U.S in the past, it’s
in the country’s best bet to work on
preventing the virus from entering at
all costs. You may recall the H1N1
pandemic in 2009 that killed over
11,000 people in the U.S. and in-
fected over 50 million. The govern-
ment waited until there was a major
outbreak in the U.S before eventually
finding a cure. Even then people still
had to wait hours and hours in line to
get vaccinations. But imagine Ebola,
a virus so much more deadly and
complex. The virus has the ability to
change history like no other illness
has done before.

The U.S just needs to be smart in
preventing an outbreak. An outbreak
could have potential to wipe out a
large percent of the population so we
need to act proactively instead of
reactively. People might think that
quarantining passengers from in-
fected countries is taking it too far
and an overreaction. But in harsh
reality, it only takes one person to
bring the virus into the U.S. and start
a chain reaction. What the U.S needs
to do is be proactive in keeping the
virus out of the country and find a
cure before it is too late.

Evan Rooney
Westfield

“Phillips 66” distributed a promotional
flyer at the Linden Street Fair a few
weeks ago.

It states, “The Bayway Refinery, lo-
cated on the N.Y. Harbor in Linden, N.J,,
processes mainly light, low-sulfur crude
oil supplied to the refinery by tanker from
the North Sea, North America and West
Africa. Bayway refining units include
one of the world’s largest fluid catalytic
cracking units....”

Not every refinery can achieve the
temperatures to make backken, an oil
laden crude rock formation that is explo-
sively fracked from the earth, and trans-
ported to companies that have cracking
units called Cracker Plants” like
ConoPhillips.

According to the “Food and Water
Watch,” “Cracker plants are known to
emit large amounts of toxic air pollution
including nitrogen oxide and volatile or-
ganic compounds, which can contribute
to ozone creation and increase airborne
particulates. To date, approximately 44
total cracker plants exist in the United
States, mostly in Louisiana and Texas.”

And now we have the Pilgrim Pipe
Line knocking at the doors of N.Y, and
N.J. residents asking for the right-of-way
on to their private property to facilitate
their access to the Bayway Refinery. Pil-
grim Pipeline website lists only one
project: this 178-mile twin pipeline from
Albany to Linden and back again.

As word spreads more municipalities
have had informational meetings for their
residents and/or have passed resolutions
against Pilgrim Pipeline including
Watchung, Kinnelon, Oakland,
Parsippany, Madison, as well as others
that are in the planning stages.

We cannot be blind sighted. In our
Borough of Roselle the planned Pilgrim
Pipe Line route is only yards away from
Washington Elementary School, LV
Moore Middle School, Roselle Catholic
High School, a condo development, a
church, single-family homes and also
crosses St. George Avenue, a commer-
cial area.

Arlene Murphy
Richard Lenihan

Roselle

Thank You for Supporting
The Westfield High School Choir

The Westfield High School Choir
would like to thank the community
for its support in the Choir’s
fundraising event in town on October
25. Approximately 70 Choir mem-
bers will be embarking on a perfor-
mance tour to Scotland and England
in the spring of 2015; proceeds from
this event and various upcoming
fundraisers will help offset the stu-
dents’ trip costs, support scholarships,
and go towards future music depart-
ment trips.

A special thank you goes out to the
Town of Westfield for supporting our
fundraising efforts and to Bagel Cha-
teau, the Westfield Post Office, Turn-
ing Point, Athleta, Alex and Ani, Sole,

The Children’s Place, and Bovella’s,
for granting us permission to station
outside of their establishments.

A kind donation to the WHS Choir
can be made by sending a check
payable to WHS MUSIC, with a note
to support either the group or a spe-
cific choir student, to Mr. John
Brzozowski, Director of Choral Mu-
sic, Westfield High School, 50 Dorian
Road, Westfield, N.J. 07090. The
Choir would like to invite the com-
munity to its free winter concert at
the Westfield High School on Thurs-
day, December 18, at 7 p.m.

Katherine Ko, Choir President
Westfield High School

Thank You For Making a Difference
For Needy Families At WHS

On behalf of the Westfield High
School Helping Hands (WHSHH)
Fund, we wish to thank our Westfield
community for their generous dona-
tions during our recent back-to-school
packet campaign. We collected over
$4,100 from families and staff.

We are humbled by your kindness
and generosity. Your donations di-
rectly impact the lives of families
within the Westfield High School
community.

The WHSHH Fund was created
out of a desire to help ease the finan-
cial burden placed on families during
stressful times due to serious illness
or death of a family member. During
the 2013-14 school year, we distrib-
uted $5,735 to seven families in need.
Donations collected totaled $5,330
through the WHS back-to-school
packet, publicity in the Westfield Life
Magazine and the school fundraiser,
‘A Day Without.’

As you can see, our distributions
surpassed our fundraising efforts.
Since inception, we have distributed
$10,265 to 14 families. Direct dona-
tions are critical to this fund’s exist-
ence. Be assured that we are very
thoughtful in how monies are distrib-
uted.

This winter, the WHS Community
Club will run ‘A Day Without,’ a
fundraiser benefiting the WHSHH
Fund. Students and staff of WHS will

be asked to forego spending money
on a drink in the cafeteria, snacks
during school, or a miscellaneous
item and donate the money saved to
the WHSHH fund. We hope your
student will participate in this unique
campaign.

The Westfield Foundation, a local
non-profit, holds all of the WHSHH
funds. We request that donation
checks please be made payable to
‘Westfield Foundation’ with the
memo to read, “WHSHH 2014 ap-
peal’ and mailed directly to the Foun-
dation. The mailing address is: The
Westfield Foundation, P.O. Box 2295,
Westfield N.J. 07091. If you have any
questions or concerns, please e-mail
us at: whshhfund@gmail.com.

Unfortunately, the needs of others
cannot wait. This past month, we
were able to distribute funds to two
families in financial need. Please con-
sider a donation so that we can con-
tinue to help others in need. We ap-
preciate your donations and are very
grateful for the past and future gener-
osities of the WHS community.

Peter Renwick, WHS Principal
Maureen Mazzarese, K-12

Warren Hynes, WHS
Kathy La Mastra, WHS PTSO

Cindy Gallagher
Thom Hornish

Ingrid McKinley

Model Search
Cleri Models, a premier Model and
Talent Booking Agency serving the
Metro Area, now expanding its print
division. New faces needed. Female
ages 14-35, Height 5'5" and up.
Male ages 17-45, Height 5'9"
and up.

State Licensed Model Booking
Agency, servicing the New York-
New Jersey area for over 20 years.

They have also appeared in ads
for such clients as L’Oreal,
Jordache, Borghese, Ralph
Lauren, Bali Lingerie, Yves St.
Laurent, Target, Mercedes-Benz,
American Express, Lens Crafters,
Revlon, Guess Jeans, Levi’s,
Wella, BMW and AT&T.

Our models have appeared on
numerous magazine covers and
in advertorial ads for major
publications including Vogue,
Glamour, NJ Bride, NJ Life,
Teen, Seventeen and Men’s
Health, as well as in TV com-
mercials for ABC, NBC, CBS
and Fox.

Contact our New Face Division for
initial screening at 732-650-9630.
Visit us at www.clerimodels.com.

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Oil To Gas Conversions
Steam and Hot Water Boilers

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVENUE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

Only Complaint, Moderates Go Out of
Their Way To Be Liked

In the newsrooms, in government, in
academia, in the entertainment indus-
try and some other quarters, there is this
great and terrible misconception of what
it means to be a “moderate.” Some
believe that a “moderate” is a liberal
while others believe that a moderate on
two or three issues deviates from liberal
or conservative orthodoxy.

The reality is that a moderate is not
any of those things described. Here is
what I believe a moderate is according
to my definition using a few issues:

Taxes and Spending: A moderate in
many respects is a fiscal conservative
because he or she advocates low taxes
and a strong decrease in state or federal
spending. He or she is also an elimina-
tor of rules and regulations that hurt
businesses and hurt the private sector.
He or she is of the belief that a rising
tide for all lifts all boats.

Abortion: A moderate would prob-
ably support abortion rights either in
cases of rape, incest, life endangerment
of the mother or would support restric-
tions like a 24-hour waiting period, a
ban on abortion for the purpose of sex
selection or parental or spousal notifi-
cation. He or she would support a ban
on abortion after the 20th week or sooner
and support eliminating taxpayer fund-
ing of abortion.

Same-sex marriage: A moderate
would support wholeheartedly same-
sex marriage, but he or she would also
support the rights of religious institu-
tions who do not want to perform them
due to their conscience or beliefs. They
are strong supporters of religious lib-
erty.

On Foreign Policy: Moderates be-
lieve in a strong and vibrant foreign

policy that supports American interests
here and abroad and supports the fur-
therance of American and Western Val-
ues. They regard themselves as foreign
policy realists.

On Defense: Moderates are hawks
when they need to be. Before commit-
ting troops to war, he or she will sit
down with military brass and develop
strategies on how to approach conflict.
He or she is a person who will listen to
the generals and military personnel. He
or she respects the military and has the
belief when it comes to war and peace
it is a group task and not an individual
one. A moderate believes in a strong
military.

Law and Order: A moderate is very
much a man or woman who strongly
supports the rule of law and the U.S.
Constitution. He or she is strongly sup-
portive of law enforcement, stop, ques-
tion and frisk and believes that the
defense of life and liberty is always job
1. He or she is also supportive of tough
on crime initiatives.

My only complaint with moderates
is the fact that they go out of their way
to be liked and loved, and that at times
they would sell their souls to the devil
to win an office. I rather have a politi-
cian be respected for his or her prin-
ciples and not try to win a personality
contest.

Many years ago, people used the
term “moderate” to hide the fact that
they were progressives. Some still do it
today. A great test to see if a person is a
moderate is to test them on issues, what
they support or oppose and how they
vote.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth
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