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ONE-SEAT RIDE... Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins and Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky attended the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) Open House
meeting in Cranford on October 27 where it was announced that after 8 p.m.
weekday ‘one seat’ service is scheduled to begin in January 2015.

NEWLY RENOVATED... The Westfield Area ‘Y’ cut the ribbon to  celebrate the
renovation to the entrance of their building and other capital improvements.
Members of the ‘Y’s’ Board of Directors, along with Union  County Freeholders
Bette Jane Kowalski and Bruce Bergen,  Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, State
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., (R-21, Westfield),  Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director  Sherry Cronin and members of the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce also attended the ribbon-cutting.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Committee Advances Bill to
Limit Sick Leave Payouts

Legislation to limit sick leave
payouts for all retiring public em-
ployees to $15,000 has been advanced
by the Senate Budget and Appropria-
tions Committee.

The legislation, sponsored by Sena-
tor Joe Kyrillos (R-Monmouth) and
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-Gloucester) would limit payouts
to all retiring public employees to
$15,000 for accrued sick leave, the
limit that has long applied to state
employees.

“Six-figure payouts to retiring pub-
lic employees for hundreds of days
of accrued sick leave are budget kill-
ers for municipalities and a ridicu-
lous burden on property taxpayers.
Sick days are provided to ensure that
employees have a cushion should they
become ill, not to help them save for
retirement,” Sen. Kyrillos said. “Con-
sidering that few taxpayers in the
private sector receive any sick leave
payouts at all, extending the $15,000
cap that has long applied to state
employees to all public employees is
reasonable, fair and still generous.”

Greenwald: Response to
Ebola Shouldn’t Be Knee-Jerk
New Jersey Assembly Majority

Leader Louis Greenwald (D-Camden
and Burlington) commented last week
on the Ebola virus.

“Without a doubt, the Ebola virus
presents a serious challenge to public
health leaders in our country and
across the globe. The seriousness of
this virus demands an equally serious
response from our leaders. What we
need most in these critical moments
are steady actions informed by scien-
tific and medical standards, not knee-
jerk reactions driven by fear.

“What we need most is true leader-
ship, not hasty policy, nor sound bite
sparring with health care workers. In
the end, the best way to protect
America from Ebola is to stamp out
its spread in West Africa. Sensation-
alist reactions driven by fear only
make that goal more difficult, dis-
couraging doctors and health care
workers from treating the virus at its
source.

“I hope we will keep these critical
ideas in mind as we continue to take
steps to protect the public health in
New Jersey.”

Bill to Make It Easier to
To Install Generators

Following a number of long-term

power outages in recent years that
have affected New Jersey residents,
the Senate Community and Urban
Affairs Committee has approved leg-
islation that would streamline the lo-
cal approval process to make it easier
for residents to install automatic
standby generators on their homes.

The legislation, S-2313, would
classify the installation of an auto-
matic standby generator on single-
and two-family residential proper-
ties as a permitted use that does not
require a variance from a local plan-
ning or zoning board. The bill would
require the installation of a standby
generator to comply with local set-
back requirements and the State Uni-
form Construction Code and manu-
facturer clearance specifications.

Bramnick Wants Hotline to
Report Cyber Fraud

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) plans to
introduce legislation to require the
state to establish and promote a tele-
phone hotline dedicated solely for
residents to report possible cyber
fraud, NJ 101.5 FM has reported.

The idea for the bill came as a
result of a cyber security forum Mr.
Bramnick hosted last month at Kean
University.

“There should be one-stop shop-
ping for cyberspace fraud,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “I say cyberspace in-
cludes text messaging, Internet and
e-mail. We need one phone number,
and we’re going to work with the
(Christie) administration and the State
Police and the Attorney General’s
office to set that up through this leg-
islation.”

Dr. Feinberg Named President of
American Dental Association

WESTFIELD -- Dr. Maxine
Feinberg, who practices periodontics
in Cranford, was recently installed as
president of the American Dental As-
sociation (ADA) during a recent meet-
ing of the ADA House of Delegates in
San Antonio, Tex. Dr. Feinberg is the
third female to serve as the president
of the 158,000-member organization.

Prior to becoming the ADA’s presi-
dent, Dr. Feinberg served as presi-
dent-elect from 2013 to 2014. A long-
time ADA member, Dr. Feinberg’s
previous positions in organized den-
tistry have included serving as Fourth
District Trustee to the ADA House of
Delegates and as president of the

New Jersey Dental Association, the
first woman to serve in that position.
She also served as president of the
New Jersey State Board of Dentistry
and as a delegate in both the ADA and
New Jersey Dental Association’s
House of Delegates.

Dr. Feinberg is a fellow in the
American College of Dentists, the
International College of Dentists and
the Pierre Fauchard Academy.

A graduate of New York Univer-
sity and the New York University
College of Dentistry, Dr. Feinberg
lives in Westfield with her husband,
John Wynne, and daughters, Haley
and Rebecca.

Lance Comments on Sandy

TRIAL LAWYERS
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Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

The Investment Management Division of  

Redfield, Blonsky & Starinsky, LLC  

cordially invites you and your guests to our  

2014 Investment Conference on November 13, 2014.  

Ronald Redfield will be discussing 

“Our Views on Investing” 

It will be an interesting and fun evening! 

The Westwood 

438 North Ave, Garwood, NJ 07027 

http://www.thewestwood.com/directions.htm 

November 13, 2014    6-10 p.m. 

A light meal, soft drinks, beer and wine will be served. 

Please feel free to bring a friend or colleague. 

Reservations are required – space is limited  

Please respond to Donna at (908) 276-7226 

or dmann@rbcpa.com 

www.rbcpa.com  

www.facebook.com/redfieldblonsky  

1024 South Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 
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•

•

•

•

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Board OKs Preliminary Plan
For Ex-Levi Cory House Site

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough’s
planning board, on October 27, after re-
visiting an application by Don Don Re-
alty, LLC to develop the property at 90
New Providence Road and 903 Moun-
tain Avenue, approved a preliminary site
plan. The testimony went on for three-
and-a-half hours.

The property is at the corner on which
the historic Levi Cory home was located
until 2013, when it was moved across
Route 22, to Constitution Plaza, and put
next to the historic Deacon Andrew
Hatfield House, near the borough’s li-
brary and the firehouse. At present, the
property is not being used and there is a
giant hole where the historic building
was situated.

The original site plan approval had
been denied last year for safety rea-
sons by all but two members of the
board. At the time, there also was an
issue regarding adherence to the bor-
ough meeting notification require-
ment to residents within 200 feet of
the site.

The intersection of New Providence
Road and Mountain Avenue is a busy
one. Both roads are county thoroughfares
and conduits to Route 22. The developer
is hoping to attract retail tenant(s) for
either a food store, bank or small restau-
rant.

The applicant is seeking the approval
of a revised preliminary site plan and
developmental plans for a new 5,900-
square-foot commercial building for
retail sales. The variances sought are
for a retaining wall of over eight feet;
parking behind the building; insuffi-
cient parking space size of nine feet by
18 feet, and insufficient visibility sight
triangle. The applicant also is seeking
other variances, waivers, interpretations
or other relief that may be deemed nec-
essary.

Attorney for the applicant, Stephen
Hehl, with the help of project engineer
Victor Vinegra, testified as to the changes
in the revised plan, which Mr. Vinegra
said includes a parking lot with 26, nine-
by-18-foot parking spaces, a new loading
area that is nine-by-30-feet, a relocated
trash/dumpster area in the parking lot and
a five-foot building setback at the inter-
section of Mountain Avenue and New
Providence Road to provide a better
sightline for motorists.

The application also provides for a
natural border of shrubbery and a fence
along the property perimeter. The build-
ing also has been scaled down to 5,900
square feet from the original 6,000 square
feet. A natural stone fence would be
placed along the property line adjacent to
the Drew family home, which abuts the
rear of the property.

The Drews’ attorney, Reginald Jenkins,
questioned Daniel Falcone, the building

architect, as to the screening of the HAVC
units, which would be on the top of the
building. He also had questions about
deliveries and the size of trucks that would
access the parking lot. Mr. Falcone also
said the building might be used to house
two or more stores. He showed the board
the sample of the real brick that would be
used in construction.

Francine Chesler, of Standish Avenue,
asked, “How can you design a building
when you don’t know what the uses will
be yet?” Mr. Falcone replied that, “Many
buildings are built on speculation, and
adjustments to fit usage can be made
later.” At this point, Board Attorney
Vincent Loughlin reminded Ms. Chesler
that this was only a preliminary site plan
hearing and the final site plan hearing
would come later on. This site plan pro-
vides no rear access from the proposed
store(s) to the parking lot.

Traffic engineer Joseph Staigar testi-
fied that safety and efficiency were the
main concerns of the planners. He said
with the building being pushed back
five more feet from the intersection the
sight line is greatly improved. He also
said the two driveways, which would
each provide ingress and egress to the
parking lot, would be placed on New
Providence Road. The one closest to the
intersection would have signage prohib-
iting left turns for cars leaving the park-
ing lot. The one further west would
allow for a left-hand turn to enter traffic
going toward the intersection, he said.
The intersection has a traffic signal. He
also said all plans would have to be
approved by the county.

When questioned by Mr. Jenkins, Mr.
Staigar said the rear loading area would
be nine-by-30-feet and could only fit a
truck the size of a UPS truck, for ex-
ample. Mr. Staigar also said there would
be no tractor trailers able to deliver goods
in the parking lot.

Diana Drew said, right now, there is a
big hole where the Levi Cory House had
been and people have used it for dump-
ing. The applicant’s attorney agreed to
have the hole filled up as soon as possible
to prevent the dumping.

As part of the approval agreement, the
applicant agreed that there would be no
spillage of light out of the parking lot
onto the Drews’ property and that the
shrubbery, which would be red maples
and arborvitae, would be maintained and
watered.

In other business, the board approved
an application by the Miskewitz family,
of 19 Tanglewood Lane, to construct a
one-story addition onto a single-family
home. The addition would have a sec-
ond-floor master bedroom and full bath.
A variance was needed for a foundation
area.

The next board meeting will be held
Monday, November 24, at 7:30 p.m. at
Borough Hall.

Recycling Center to
Hold Ceremony

FANWOOD — The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Association
will hold a ceremony this Tuesday,
November 11, at 10 a.m. to  dedicate
its banner in support of America Re-
cycles Day.

The event will be held at the
Fanwood Recycling Center, located at
536 North Avenue. Federal,  stateand
local  dignitaries have been invited.


