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REMEMBERING OUR VETS...Cranford Committeeman Thomas Hannen, Jr.
enjoys the Memorial Day festivities at Memorial Park.

Garwood Council Considers
Eminent Domain Provision

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough planner
Victor Vinegratold the borough
council Tuesday night that a pri-
vate developer has entered into
contracts with the owners of the
Garwood Paperboard plant on
North Avenue and the Petro Plas-
tics building on South Avenue to
overhaul the largely abandoned
industrial sites.

Mr. Vinegra, who is also
Garwood’s zoning code official
and an engineer with Harbor
Consultants in Cranford, did not
identify the developer or give
other details except to say it was
a “large-scale project” and that
no real estate has changed hands.

“They’re looking to begin a con-
versation with Garwood to make
that a redevelopment area and a
redevelopment zone,” Mr.
Vinegra said. “That includes both
of the properties on the north
side and south side.”

The disclosure came as he en-
couraged the council Tuesday
night to include an eminent do-
main provision in a resolution
that would direct the planning
board to conduct an “in need of
development” study for two prop-
erties on South Avenue, includ-
ing Petro Plastics, saying it pro-
vides leverage and flexibility.

Mr. Vinegra said that in the
hundreds of parcels of land in-
cluded in projects he has worked
on, only two in his 30 years have
been seized under eminent do-
main. Hesaid including the au-
thority to seize private property
provides the borough with the
ability to find new developers if
the one under contract runs into
trouble or difficulty and can not
finish, or if a property has mul-
tiple owners and one or more
“gets cold feet” after negotia-
tions have reached an advanced
stage.
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GARWOOD – It is an intraparty
brawl that is unusual not only for
the level, but its intensity.

The fight for control of the
Garwood Republican Committee
has involved a mayoral Primary
challenge and seen no fewer than
a half dozen letters from at least
four combatants to The Westfield
Leader editorial page over the
past month, including one from
Democrat Councilman Bill
Nierstedt, jousting with barbs,
accusations and one-liners.

“I find it unusual, a (contested)
Primary for committee people,”
said Roger Stryeski, the chair-
man of the Roselle Republican
Party and a Republican strate-
gist. “Usually, you can’t get
people interested. Most voters
don’t know what committee
people do. Most times, you have
to look for candidates to run.”

Officially, the battle is between
the Regular Republican Organi-
zation of Union County and the
upstart Conservative Republicans
for control of the eight-seat bor-
ough party committee.

It comes down to Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi and her husband,
John, the Garwood Republican
Committee chairman, versus
Councilman Jim Mathieu and
mayoral candidate Sal Piarulli.

Initially, when Mr. Piarulli an-
nounced his candidacy for mayor,
he said he was not affiliated with
Mr. Mathieu. But within a week,
he was on the Tuesday, June 3
Primary ballot, not only chal-
lenging Mrs. Quattrocchi for
mayor, but also listed with his
wife, Linda Morello-Piarulli, and
Mr. Mathieu and his wife, Liz, as
four of six candidates for the
eight seats of the GOP commit-
tee.

“I am with Jim. Jim’s been a

great friend, and great for the
campaign,” said Mr. Piarulli. “I
met him when he was out cam-
paigning four years ago. He’s
been an ally to the campaign. It’s
definitely a good thing. I’m affili-
ated with anyone who’s sick of
out-of-control spending, exorbi-
tant spending.”

It really doesn’t matter, ac-
cording to Mr. Stryeski, who
claims he is friendly with both
camps, having “broken bread”
with both sides.

“Whether he is with Mathieu or
not, he is challenging
Quattrocchi,” Mr. Stryeski said.
“He’s now part of a long-running
saga. If he’s not with Mathieu,
why is he running? You can’t
have a three-sided fight within
the Republican Party in Garwood.
It’s not big enough.”

The winner will face Garwood
Democratic Party Chairman
Charles Lombardo, a former bor-
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ough councilman, who is running
unopposed in the Primary.

Mr. Mathieu and Mrs.
Quattrocchi ran and won together
on the ballot in 2010, but a rift
between them developed shortly
thereafter. Mr. Mathieu said it
was almost immediate. Mrs.
Quattrocchi said it was about
eight months later.

The reason is disputed, too.
While Mr. Mathieu attributes the
split to ideology, saying, “She
spends and taxes like a Demo-
crat,” Mrs. Quattrocchi has
pointed to Mr. Mathieu’s person-
ality, claiming, “He’s one guy
who gets along with nobody.”

Mr. Stryeski sees the gulf as
one divided by generations.

“The best I can gather is, there
is a split in town,” he said. “The
more established residents such
as Pat against the newer ones
like Jim, although his wife is from
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