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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Minuteman pitcher William Marte
mixed his pitches well and kept
the Cranford Cougar batters out
of sync to lead the Elizabeth High
School baseball team to a 4-2
regular-season victory at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on May 20.

Marte, who recorded only three
strikeouts in his complete game,
pitched a four-hitter, while walk-
ing one and hitting a batter.
Tommy Trotter, Jack McCaffrey,
Sam Scher and Mike Smith were
the only Cougars to get a hit.

“He was starting us off with an
off-speed pitch usually. He was
dropping the curveball for a strike,
keeping us off. He stayed away
from his fastball. We were get-
ting ourselves out and he was
making the pitches,” Cougar se-
nior Matt Ravetier said.

The Cougars did get a chance to
see Marte on the mound earlier in
the season.

“He came in relief in the first
game against us and he did a

good job,” Ravetier said.
Sophomore Tom Feeney started

on the mound for the Cougars
and was doing an equally fine job
against the Minutemen until he
ran into some difficulty in the
seventh inning and was relieved
by Ravetier. Feeney gave up two
runs in the first six innings and
was charged with a third in the
seventh. He finished allowing six
hits and only one walk, while
striking out two.

“He’s pitched well for our team.
He’s constantly solid. Unfortu-
nately he didn’t get the win to-
day,” Ravetier said.

The Minutemen finished with eight
hits and were led by designated
hitter Feliz Garlandza and Elliott
Lopez, who had two hits each, and

McCAFFREY CRACKS RBI SINGLE, SMITH SMACKS RBI SINGLE; TROTTER, KNIGHT SCORE

Minutemen Knock Baseball Cougars Out of Sync, Win 4-2
Mike Accella, who scored twice.

Trotter made several fine
catches in centerfield but not more
impressive than the low liner he
snagged in the second inning.
Third baseman John Oblachinski
used his football mentality to
smother a hard chopper and
scramble to third in time to record
a force out. Minuteman
centerfielder Sean Downey kept
his cools after he stumbled in a
rut but still managed to catch
McCaffrey’s drive, while sitting on
the ground in the fourth inning.

The Cougars struck first with a
run in the bottom of the first.
Trotter tapped a single to center,
stole second and scored on
McCaffrey’s single to left-center.
The Minutemen infielders avoided
further damage with a second-
to-first double play.

A pair of errors and a single

fueled a run for the Minutemen in
the third then another Minute-
man crossed the plate in the
fourth inning. Garlandza and
Julian Tirso singled and Lopez
followed with a chopping RBI
single up the middle.

In the Cougar fourth, Knight
stepped to the plate with two
men out and was hit-by-a-pitch.
Scher singled Knight to third then
his pinch runner, Joe Norton,
stole second. Smith hopped an
RBI single past second and Norton
curled around third and headed
for home. A relay from center
and Norton’s dive to the plate
caused dust to fly, but he was
ruled out by the umpire.

“From my view, it looked like
he got in. Our coaches thought
he got in, but the umpire didn’t.
He made the call and it’s final,”
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