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SP Council Learns Capital Budget
Was Defeated By One Vote

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After a roll
call in which three of its five mem-
bers voted affirmatively, the town-
ship council last week believed that
its $1.5-million capital bond ordi-
nance had been passed and that the
process of purchasing a variety of
new equipment and technology and
financing remediation efforts at the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property
could get under way.

Except that, despite the 3-to-2
vote with the “ayes” prevailing, the
ordinance did not actually pass be-
cause no one remembered that capi-

tal bond ordinances require a two-
thirds, or 67 percent, supermajority
affirmative vote. As a result, the
three votes at the May 20 meeting
represented just 60 percent; a fourth
vote in favor would have put the
ordinance over the two-thirds
threshold.

The three council Republicans,
Michael Marcus, William Vastine
and Llewellyn Jones, voted in favor
of the ordinance while Mayor Kevin
Glover and Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella, the two Democrats on
the governing body, voted against
it.

Township Manager Jerry Giaimis

said the process will have to start all
over, with a new bond ordinance
being introduced, followed by a
public hearing and council vote sev-
eral weeks later. He told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the fail-
ure to pass the ordinance “came as
a complete shock to me.” Noting
that the ordinance had been intro-
duced unanimously at the council’s
April 17 meeting, he said that in the
weeks prior to last week’s public
hearing, no council members had
contacted him with concerns or pro-
posed changes to the ordinance.

“As a result of the surprising de-
feat of this ordinance, many
projects, including those related to
police and fire safety, have been
indefinitely put on hold for the fore-
seeable future,” Mr. Giaimis said.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney told
The Times that with his department’s
operating budget being cut over the
past several years, the capital bud-
get has become a funding source
for his department’s more signifi-
cant purchases. This year, the po-
lice department’s requests included
some new vehicles, upgrades to its
information technology software
and mobile computers for squad
cars. Mr. Mahoney said he and other
department officials had met ear-
lier with the council to discuss the
requests and no one on the govern-
ing body raised any objections.

“It’s a great concern,” he said,
speaking of the bond ordinance’s
failure. “I’m dumbfounded,” he
said, about a vote against what the
chief called “essential projects that
we need to enhance our efforts to
provide public safety.”

Council members’ reactions to
the mix-up were marked by parti-
san slings and arrows aimed, it
seemed, at everyone who was
present at last week’s meeting.
Mayor Glover told The Times the
day after the vote that he was “sur-
prised that the manager or the attor-
ney didn’t know” about the
supermajority requirement for pass-
ing the ordinance. “Realistically,”
he said, Mr. Giaimis “should have
known that this thing crashed and
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Voters to Decide Races For
Congress In 12th, 7th Districts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Voters will go to the
polls this Tuesday, June 3, to decide
competitive Primary Election races in
both the 12th and 7th Congressional
Districts and in the Republican Pri-
mary Election for United States Sen-
ate. There is also a mayor’s race in
Garwood (see story on this page), and
races for Union County surrogate and
county freeholders.

In the 12th Congressional race, three
state lawmakers and a Princeton Uni-
versity scientist are running in the
Democratic Primary seeking to suc-
ceed retiring Rep. Rush Holt (D) in the
strong Democratic district. Mr. Holt,
who has served in Congress since 1999,
has represented Fanwood, Plainfield
and most of Scotch Plains the past two
years since redistricting after the 2010
U.S. Census moved the towns to the
12th District. State Senator Linda
Greenstein (D-14th, Middlesex), As-
semblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-15th, Mercer) and As-
semblyman Upendra Chivukula (D-

17th, Somerset) are joined in the race
by Andrew Zwicker, a physicist and
science educator at Princeton Univer-
sity. The winner will face Republican
Alieta Eck, a medical doctor, in the
November General Election.

In the 7th District, three-term Rep.
Leonard Lance (R) is being challenged
again by businessman David Larsen.
Mr. Larsen previously challenged Mr.
Lance in 2010 and 2012 in the strong
Republican district.

In the race for United States Senate,
there is a four-candidate race in the
Republican Primary between Jeff Bell
of Leonia, who was the party’s candi-
date for Senate in 1978 and who re-
cently moved back to New Jersey from
Virginia in order to run; businessman
Brian Goldberg of West Orange, former
Army Reserves major turned business-
man Richard Pezzullo of Freehold, and
Ramapo College professor Murray
Sabrin of Fort Lee. The winner will
face U.S. Senator Cory Booker (D-
N.J.) for a full six-year term.

Also of interest on Tuesday is the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council Considering
Speed Limit Reductions

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will hold public hearings
next month on ordinances that will
reduce speed limits on two busy road-
ways, one on the north side and one on
the south side.

The police department is requesting
that the speed limit on Jerusalem Road
— presently 40 mph on one section
and 35 mph on another — be reduced
to 30 mph for the entire length in both
directions. Similarly, another ordinance
calls for the speed limit on Raritan
Road — now 35 mph and 40 mph — to
be lowered to 30 mph from the Edison
border to Terrill Road. Police Chief
Brian Mahoney told the council last
week that the “characteristics of these
two roads have changed a great deal” in
the past few decades. He noted that
both streets were “a lot more rural years
ago,” but that a great number of new
buildings have been built in recent years.

He said it was important to lower the
speed limits “to increase the safety of
motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists.”
In response to a question from Coun-
cilwoman Colleen Gialanella about how
the police department settled on the 30
mph limit instead of a lower level, Mr.
Mahoney pointed out that Jerusalem
and Raritan Roads are “through streets”
versus being completely residential in
nature. “We figured we’d split down
the middle between 35 [mph] and 25
[mph],” he said, adding that a 25 mph
limit was “more appropriate for side
streets and school zones.” The public
hearings on the two ordinances will be

held on Tuesday, June 17.
In other business last week, the coun-

cil unanimously appointed Katherine
Dreyer to the committee that was re-
cently established to advise on enhanc-
ing development in the downtown busi-
ness district. Earlier this month, the
council named the first six members of
the committee, a move opposed by
Mayor Kevin Glover and Mrs.
Gialanella, both of whom questioned
the make-up of the original slate.

Mrs. Gialanella attempted to have
Luisa Bianco also appointed to the
committee last week, but that move
was met with opposition. Councilman
Llewellyn Jones said Ms. Bianco is
currently a candidate for the township
council in this fall’s municipal elec-
tion and that the resolution creating
the downtown advisory committee in-
cluded language emphasizing that the
group’s efforts were not to be politi-
cized.

Despite Mrs. Gialanella’s conten-
tion that most of the original six ap-

Lance Discusses Primary
Challenge, VA, Obamacare

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) commented this week
on both his Primary Election race next
week as well as issues ranging from
the Veterans’ Affairs Department scan-
dal, the national debt, and Affordability
Act/Obamacare during an interview
at the offices of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Friday.

For the third time in the last four
years, the Congressman faces a
challenge from businessman David
Larsen, who Mr. Lance defeated in
2010 and 2012. He said on the chal-
lenge that he, “takes nothing for
granted.” He noted that Mr. Larsen
did not endorse him for reelection
in either of those campaigns after
the Congressman won the primary
elections and that Mr. Larsen has
said he will not this year either. By
contrast, Mr. Lance said he “has
always supported the Republican

Party and will always support the
Republican Party,” and will “en-
dorse the entire Republican ticket
this year from top to bottom.

He also noted that Mr. Larsen has
called himself a “Reagan Republi-
can,” but the Congressman said his
opponent did not vote for President
Reagan in 1980 or 1984, because
Mr. Larsen did not vote in those
elections. The Congressman said

he voted for and campaigned for
President Reagan in both elections.

“I think its extraordinary to call
yourself a Ronald Reagan Republi-
can if you didn’t vote for Ronald
Reagan. So I am the Ronald Reagan
Republican in the race,” he said.

On the VA, the Congressman
called delays in treating veterans at
VA facilities, which has led to a
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Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
AMERICAN MADE...The American Legion Color Guard leads the procession down Martine Avenue during the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Memorial Day Parade on Monday.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
GIRLS ROCK..A truckload of Girl Scouts makes their way down the hill into
Fanwood during the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Memorial Day Parade on Monday.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
GRAND MARSHAL... Fanwood-Scotch Plains Memorial Day Parade Grand
Marshal Malcolm Nettingham waves to the crowd, accompanied by members of
his family, during Monday’s parade. Mr. Nettingham, 95, is a World War II
veteran and served with the famed Tuskegee Airmen unit during the war.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
ENJOYING THE CONCERT...Music lovers packed the Memorial Day week-
end concert May 25 at the Fanwood train station featuring the Westfield
Community Band.

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 20
Community ... 6-8
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-17
Real Estate .... 11-17, 22
Classifieds ..... 19
A&E .............. 21-22

Correction
A photo of two runners on the front

page of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week included the wrong
caption. The picture of two runners
with flags was from a 5K run at
Tamaques Park in Westfield. The pho-
tographer was Paul Lachenauer of
The Times. The caption published
incorrectly attributed the photo to a
Relay for Life event held at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. We
apologize for the error.

Fanwood Close to Going Out
To Bid on Skateboard Park

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The recreation com-
mission made progress Tuesday night
identifying and allocating the funds
necessary for construction of a skate-
board park in Forest Road Park.

Following up their April presenta-
tion to the commission, engineers
Chuck Lee and Susan Banzon of
Adams, Rehmann & Heggan (ARH)
said that after further discussions
with skate park design firm, Spohn
Ranch Skateparks, the projected con-
struction and materials costs are
“very good” estimates. “The plans
are 95 percent complete” and the
project is “in position to go out to
bid,” Mr. Lee told the commission.

The total cost of the project is antici-
pated to be approximately $235,000,
including $123,241 for construction
and installation, $89,288 for purchase

of the materials, and a $23,000 advisor
fee paid to ARH.

Recreation Commission Executive
Director Bob Budiansky noted that
while the cost of the materials will
remain fixed, the project’s construc-
tion and installation costs could vary
depending on the bids received from
contractors.

At last month’s meeting, ARH, after
consulting with Spohn Ranch and
American Ramp Company (ARC),
presented a range for the skateboard
park project of $230,000 at the low
end, and closer to $300,000 at the
upper end. Based on those higher-than-
expected cost estimates, the commis-
sioners had considered scrapping the
project entirely. They also risked, how-
ever, losing the 2012 Kids Recreation
Matching-Funds Grant money, total-
ing $124,000, from Union County if
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