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Union Catholic High School
Congratulates the Class of 2014

on earning a remarkable $24,699,257 in college scholarships.
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7th Ward, Michael Puzio, Fourth Ward
Councilman Derek Armstead and
Fifth Ward Councilwoman
Rhashonna Cosby-Hurling. The win-
ner will face incumbent Mayor Rich-
ard Gerbounka, an Independent, in
November.

At the county level, County Surro-
gate James La Corte, a Democrat, is
being challenged by Jerome Dunn of
Hillside. Mr. Dunn came within 800
votes of defeating long-time state
Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Eliza-
beth) in 2001.

Incumbent Freeholders Chris
Hudak of Linden, Angel Estrada of
Elizabeth and Vernell Wright of Union
face competition in the Democratic
Primary from Jorge Batista of Hill-
side and Marvelis Perreira and Tamara
Twitty of Elizabeth.

Polls are open Tuesday from 6 a.m.
and 8 p.m.
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Voters

yourself a Ronald Reagan Republi-
can if you didn’t vote for Ronald
Reagan. So I am the Ronald Reagan
Republican in the race,” he said.

On the VA, the Congressman
called delays in treating veterans at
VA facilities, which has led to a
number of deaths, “an appalling
situation.” He said his bill, approved
by the House, “would make it easier
for the discharge of those respon-
sible.” Mr. Lance said he has also
called for the resignation of VA
Secretary Eric K. Shinseki. “And I
don’t do that lightly,” Mr. Lance
said. “But there were apparently
two sets of books” which indicates
a cover-up, he said. He said he hopes
the Obama Administration will get
to the bottom of how this happened,
as will Congress.

Mr. Lance’s chief of staff, Todd
Mitchell, said the cover-up is said
to have occurred at the Phoenix VA
facility and that officials have been
put on administrative leave.

The Congressman said he has been
informed that Lyons VA Hospital,
which is in the 7th District, is not on
the list of 26 hospitals that had exces-
sive waiting periods for veterans to
get care.

On the issue of national debt, Mr.
Lance said he is a “strong supporter
of (Rep.) Paul Ryan’s budget” which,
he said, would balance the federal
budget in the next decade by reduc-
ing spending over that span by $5
trillion, “as to what we would other-
wise spend.” He believes the Ryan
budget would allow the federal gov-
ernment to get back to balancing an-
nual federal budgets. He said the an-
nual federal deficit was $600 billion
last year.

The Congressman said he remains
opposed to the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act, better known as
Obamacare, noting he has joined
other Republican House members in
supporting the repeal of the law in 60
separate votes by the GOP majority,
although none of those actions have
been taken up by the U.S. Senate,
where Democrats hold the majority.

He did say, though, that, “We can-
not go back to the status quo before
Obamacare.” The Congressman fa-
vors a GOP proposal that would al-
low purchase of policies across state
lines, health savings accounts, let-
ting businesses pool together, no
denial of coverage for preexisting
conditions and medical malprac-
tice reform.

“We need to reform the healthcare
system in this country; I just think
Obamacare is the wrong way to
go,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance predicted the GOP will
continue to control the House after
the November election and “that
there is a strong chance of going
into the majority in the U.S. Sen-
ate.” If this occurs, he said Presi-
dent Barack Obama “will have to
negotiate with us on Obamacare in
a way he has refused to do to this
date.”

When asked about a bailout pro-
vision in Obamacare of insurance

companies to cover their losses, the
Congressman said he opposes the
provision and has sponsored legis-
lation, H.R. 3851, the “No Bailout
for Insurance Companies Act of
2014,” to that effect.

“I don’t think this was well known
by the public when it was passed,”
Mr. Lance said, saying these bail-
outs would likely be in the billions
of dollars.

The law also says if insurance
companies make a certain amount
of money they would have to give
that back to the federal govern-
ment.

“Let me predict that will not oc-
cur,” he said.

Speaking on Union County gov-
ernment, the Congressman said the
county needs freeholder districts.
Mr. Lance said he would also sup-
port freeholder districts in Somerset
County. He said he would like to
see three or four Republicans on
what is now an at-large, nine-seat
Union County board. The freehold-
ers have been all Democrats since
1998.

“I think it is important that every-
body be represented,” Mr. Lance
said.

The Congressman was support-
ive of Attorney General Eric
Holder’s indictment of five Chi-
nese nationals for allegations of
stealing cyber secrets from Ameri-
can companies. “I believe Attorney
General Holder did the right thing
indicting the Chinese nationals. I
fully support that action. There is a
potential in this country for terrible
damage to our financial system...in
the national security setting, in
Washington and other places and in
the infrastructure of the nation —
the electric grid.”

The Congressman said he is “dis-
appointed” that approval of the Key-
stone XL Pipeline, which would
carry heavy crude from Western
Canada down to the U.S. Gulf Coast,
will likely be “stalled” until after
the mid-term elections. “I want the
President to make an affirmative
decision ASAP.”

“We should build it for the jobs it
would create, we should build it
because it’s more environmentally
responsible than other means such
as railroads and trucks. And we
should build it because it’s in the
national security interest of this
country,” because Canada “is our
friend and ally.”

On immigration, he said the
House is likely to pass a bill to
secure the nation’s southern bor-
der. He said he does not support a
“pathway to citizenship for adults
who came here illegally.”

Speaking on Sandy aid, he said
an amendment by Rep. Rodney
Frelinghuysen (R-11th) to the origi-
nal Sandy aid bill would allow the
aid to go to any state that had a
disaster in the last three years. How-
ever, he said the Congressman has
been promised that New Jersey, New
York and Connecticut “will get all
of the aid necessary for Sandy.”
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Leonard Lance

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
TRUE BLUE…Madelyn Mondelerde of Westfield enjoys her first Memorial Day
Parade on Monday in downtown Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THE BAND PLAYS ON...Participants entertain the crowd during the Cranford
Memorial Day Parade held Monday in downtown Cranford.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GRAND MARSHAL...Michael Carberry, the Grand Marshal of the Cranford
Memorial Day Parade, takes the lead on Monday.

spending.”
It really doesn’t matter, according

to Mr. Stryeski, who claims he is
friendly with both camps, having
“broken bread” with both sides.

“Whether he is with Mathieu or
not, he is challenging Quattrocchi,”
Mr. Stryeski said. “He’s now part of
a long-running saga. If he’s not with
Mathieu, why is he running? You
can’t have a three-sided fight within
the Republican Party in Garwood.
It’s not big enough.”

The winner will face Garwood
Democratic Party Chairman Charles
Lombardo, a former borough coun-
cilman, who is running unopposed in
the Primary.

Mr. Mathieu and Mrs. Quattrocchi
ran and won together on the ballot
in 2010, but a rift between them
developed shortly thereafter. Mr.
Mathieu said it was almost immedi-
ate. Mrs. Quattrocchi said it was
about eight months later.

The reason is disputed, too. While
Mr. Mathieu attributes the split to
ideology, saying, “She spends and
taxes like a Democrat,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi has pointed to Mr.
Mathieu’s personality, claiming,
“He’s one guy who gets along with
nobody.”

Mr. Stryeski sees the gulf as one
divided by generations.

“The best I can gather is, there is
a split in town,” he said. “The more
established residents such as Pat
against the newer ones like Jim,
although his wife is from Cranford,
who have a different viewpoint of
what the town is.

“The old guard has the traditions
of a small town, while newer people
have no sense of the tradition. I call
it the establishment versus the im-
migrants. It’s generational, an age
difference. Mathieu’s group, the age
is different, the education is differ-
ent to a greater extent. Jim repre-
sents a more yuppie type, which
attracts a more conservative fol-
lowing, mostly on a fiscal basis. In
small towns, some expect services.
Others don’t want to see their taxes
go up.”

Besides the mayoralty, the coun-
cil seats occupied by Democrats
Sara Todisco and Lou Petruzzelli
are up for election. Both are run-
ning unopposed in the Primary.
Similarly, Carol Kearney and Rich-
ard Dolan are running unopposed
for the same seats in the Republi-
can Primary.

But both Ms. Kearney and Mr.
Dolan are running under the Regu-
lar Republican banner of the
Quattrocchis, making for an inter-
esting dynamic should Mr.
Mathieu’s group win control of the
party.

Mr. Mathieu, who moved into
Garwood in July 2008, has vowed
to support Ms. Kearney and Mr.
Dolan.

Ms. Kearney also is running for a
Republican committee seat in the
first district with Gene Jannotti.
They are unopposed although Mr.
Mathieu’s group is promoting Alex
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Grohol as a write-in candidate. Mr.
and Mrs. Mathieu are running
against Glenn A. Sytko and Cheryl
A. Niedermaier in the second dis-
trict.

Mayor Quattrocchi and her hus-
band face opposition from
Dominick and Erika Zurzolo in the
third district, while former council-
man Victor DeFilippo and his wife,
Judy, are opposed by Mr. and Mrs.
Piarulli.

With a relatively dull top of the
ballot, featuring what many see as
uncompetitive races for Cory
Booker’s U.S. Senate seat and
Leonard Lance’s New Jersey’s 7th
Congressional District spot, Mr.
Stryeski predicts the winner as the
group that can mobilize its voters.

He noted that in last year’s Pri-
mary for council the Quattrocchis
ran incumbent Steven Blaufeder and
Mike Martin on the Regular Re-
publican line, forcing Mr. Mathieu
to run as a conservative Republi-
can. Mr. Mathieu was the top vote
getter among the three and won re-
election in November. Mr. Martin
was second in the Primary and
joined Mr. Mathieu as the only Re-
publicans on a council dominated
by four Democrats.

“(Mr. Mathieu) ran off line and
he masterminded it last year,” Mr.
Stryeski said. “He can go back to
the same people. Unless the
Quattrocchi people can mobilize,
and get them out to vote. It’s tough
trying to get older people to vote,
especially in the Primary.”

Saying he likes both groups and
hates to see them fighting, Mr.
Stryeski would have liked to have
seen some mediation but concedes
it is a little late for that now.

“It’s Manichean, very black and
white,” he said. “You look at
Garwood, and it’s either
Quattrocchi or Mathieu. It’s either
good or evil, depending on which
side you’re on.”

Giaimis never called him back, and that
it was not the first time this had oc-
curred.

Mr. Glover detailed some of his con-
cerns with the ordinance, including a
$200,000 expenditure on IT software
that he claimed could be obtained at a
lower cost. He also questioned the pro-
posed purchase of a $45,000 vehicle
for Public Works Director Carlos
Luaces, saying there were township
vehicles already available for him to
use. The mayor also questioned Mr.
Luaces’ qualifications, saying that, “he
never worked in a road department”
before his appointment by Mr. Giaimis
in February and that he was currently
enrolled in classes to help him secure
various licenses necessary for his posi-
tion.

Mrs. Gialanella told The Leader she
“proudly” stood by her no vote. She
said she would support the bond ordi-
nance, “when I am fully satisfied that
each of our departments have what
they need to serve the residents of the
township properly and efficiently and
when I am confident that we are not
leaving grant dollars at the table, which
we are.” She added that, “the reality is
that the real needs of the township are
not being met by the policy set forth by
the current [Republican] majority.”

Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus
called the Democrats’ no votes “unac-
ceptable and unexplainable,” saying
that the ordinance’s failure “has serious
repercussions for our town and our
residents” and means that “none of the

town projects or necessary purchases”
contained in the ordinance “will go
forward as planned for 2014.” He told
The Leader that the motivation behind
the no votes seemed to him to be “purely
political and personal gamesmanship,”
adding that the votes by the mayor and
councilwoman “were disturbing and
clearly not in the best interest of Scotch
Plains.”

Speaking to The Leader, Council-
man Vastine called the lack of aware-
ness of the need for a supermajority
vote on the capital ordinance “an over-
sight at the moment,” and said it was
“attributable to our meetings being typi-
cally disorganized” and what he de-
scribed as an “emotional effort [by the
two council Democrats] to be
contrarian” by voting against the or-
dinance and, earlier at the same meet-
ing, the municipal budget. He ac-
cused the Democrats of using their
negative votes to “create a campaign
issue” when all that was actually ac-
complished, Mr. Vastine said, was
“putting on hold” a variety of equip-
ment and technology purchases and
improvements to Brookside Park and
the former zoo property.

Councilman Jones told The Leader
that the mayor and Mrs. Gialanella
“owe the citizens of Scotch Plains an
explanation” for their vote. He said it
was “upsetting” that, as a result of the
ordinance’s defeat, progress on mak-
ing a variety of capital purchases “is
going to be delayed, or worse, is now in
total jeopardy.”
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Photo courtesy of Jeanine Baum
MEDIEVAL READING...Last week, five Westfield women stopped in the medi-
eval city of Cesky Krumlov to read The Westfield Leader on their bicycle trip from
Prague, Czech Republic to Vienna, Austria. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Andrea Flood, Julie Allen, Debbie Montick, Jeanine Baum and Suzy Verchick.

Courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
CELEBRATING OUR VETS...Mountainside Memorial Day Parade Grand
Marshal David Hart enjoys the festivities on Monday.
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Garwood Council
objection from Councilman Jim
Mathieu, who argued against local gov-
ernments confiscating property under
eminent domain for development by a
private contractor. Mr. Mathieu also
criticized the 2005 U.S. Supreme Court
decision commonly referred to as Kelo
that permits such action. “Why do we
need that bludgeon?” he asked. “It’s
private property. If all the people don’t
agree, that’s up to them.”

Mr. Mathieu, who expressed con-
cern over abuse of the power of emi-
nent domain – which Mr. Vinegra
charged occurred in Long Branch, N.J.
— suggested that if someone reneged
on a deal they could be sued under
breach of contract. The exchange was
part of the discussion begun at the last
council meeting two weeks ago, when
Councilman Bill Nierstedt asked for a
resolution for the study on the largely
abandoned Casale sheet metal works
and Petro sites on South Avenue just
west of Center Street.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud, who
also recommended against including
the eminent domain provision, was
instructed to prepare two resolutions,
one with and another without the sei-
zure authority. Mr. Renaud did not
prepare those resolutions because he
was not given needed information but
was instructed by council again to pre-
pare them for the Tuesday, June 10
meeting.

After Mr. Mathieu said he would be
satisfied with the use of eminent domain
for public use but not to transfer prop-
erty from one individual to another, Mr.
Nierstedt suggested that the “public
purpose is parking,” which was dis-
cussed at length at the May 13 meeting.

In other council action, the six mem-
bers voted to approve $16,576.88 for
changes and upgrades at the still un-
completed $3.2-million Athletic Field
Complex (AFC). The change order
included approximately $6,900 for
heat trace tape, essentially insulation,
for crawl space piping in the club-
house; $5,100 for a water backflow
prevention device and $4,500 for a
kitchen exhaust fan. The backflow
device was necessary because of a
post-design government mandate
while the exhaust fan was an enhance-
ment, Mr. Nierstedt said.

The resolution passed unanimously,
including the vote of Mr. Mathieu, who
has consistently voted against any

spending for the AFC. He said because
of his opposition to the project he was
conflicted but opted to vote for it be-
cause he just wants the project to be
finished.

The recreation site on the south side
of town near the Cranford border is
more than a year behind schedule.

The council also unanimously ap-
proved a one-year extension of its agree-
ment with Waste Management of New
Jersey Inc. to continue its collection of
the borough’s recyclables beginning
Tuesday, July 1. The contract will cost
$32,140.23, a 2.6-percent jump from
the current year’s $31,325.76.

At Tuesday’s work session meet-
ing, Councilwoman Sara Todisco re-
quested the resolution be removed
from the consent agenda, and then
criticized the streets, roads and ecol-
ogy committee for a dearth of infor-
mation on her three-year request to
investigate the possibility of the bor-
ough collecting the recyclables and
selling them. The accusation drew re-
sponses from all three committee
members, Mr. Mathieu, Ann Palmer
and Mr. Nierstedt, the chairman. Mr.
Mathieu said their investigation so far
has revealed that the profit does not
appear to be significant, that prices for
things like aluminum fluctuates and
therefore would put the borough at
risk and that it would likely require
increased manpower and resources.

Mr. Nierstedt rebuked Ms. Todisco
for her suggestion and joined with Ms.
Palmer and Mr. Mathieu in saying that
the more the committee looks into the
issue, the more it realizes it needs to
find out. Additionally, Councilman
Mike Martin asked that the council
consider repealing the mandatory leaf
bagging requirement enacted last year.
He said he had heard from a number of
constituents, and with the backing of
Ms. Todisco, the only council member
to vote against the requirement, the
matter was referred to the streets, roads
and ecology committee.

Mr. Martin also proposed the coun-
cil consider investigating steps to seek
a change in Union County election law
that would have the freeholders elected
by district instead of at-large. Mr. Mar-
tin was taken aback by the county’s
recently adopted $500-million-plus
budget and suggested a change in how
the freeholders were elected may bring
more control to the budget.


