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20 units credited toward afford-
able housing by way of finding
out the source of the funding.

Cranford’s new township engi-
neer, Carl O’Brien, gave an engi-
neering report. He discussed cur-
rent paving projects and sug-
gested the township have a 20-
year plan for road repaving.

The capital budget was dis-
cussed by the commissioners.
Commissioner Hannen said it
currently is at $5.2 million. The
police department is requesting
$500,000 to replace its dispatch
system. Also, updates to parks,
reconstruction of sanitary sewer
lines, two new trucks for the
Public Works Department and
road resurfacing items were on
the list for capital improvements.

It also was announced that on
Wednesday, May 28, the New
Jersey Army Corps of Engineers
and the Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) will hold
a public information session from
7 to 9 p.m. on the findings of the
Rahway River flooding study.

bors,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

Four township employees re-
ceived approval through resolu-
tion from the committee to re-
ceive salary step progression.
Deputy Municipal Clerk Heather
Capone, range 11, step 3 at a
salary of $62,586; Chief Finan-
cial Officer Lavona Patterson,
range 4 at a salary of $115,000;
Court Administrator Lorie Powell,
range 11, step 2 at a salary of
$57,950, and Municipal Clerk
Tara Rowley, range 7, step 3 at
a salary of $86,168.

The resolution is the first set of
salary step progression since the
committee put in place an evalu-
ation process for all employees,
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato said.
“It is a quantifiable step to make
our town work better and be
more effective and be more effi-
cient,” Ms. Adubato said.

Mayor Kalnins attended a FEMA
Hazard Mitigation Plan meeting
on Monday with Union County
officials. “This was an important
event. It was 2006 when our
hazard mitigation plan was up-
dated,” Mayor Kalnins said. “We
get our own special part of the
plan,” he said. Mayor Kalnins
said the township may receive
FEMA funds for “flooding projects
that have been sitting for years.
Particularly some of the express
sewers on Riverside Drive and

on Balmiere [Parkway] to allevi-
ate flooding before the banks
get popped.”

Commissioner O’Connor an-
nounced that Cranford Police Of-
ficers John Rattigan, Nadia Jones
and Steven D’Ambola teamed
up to deliver a baby girl at the
intersection of North Avenue and
Carpenter Place Monday morn-
ing.

The first Town Hall meeting
will take place on Wednesday,
June 11, at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, with Commis-
sioner O’Connor and Deputy
Mayor Adubato set to discuss
the Mayor’s Wellness Program
and the upcoming farmers’ mar-
ket.

Mayor Kalnins said at
Tuesday’s township committee
conference session that the po-
lice department is anticipating
three retirements to take place
by October, which would up the
open positions on the force to
four, after Police Chief Eric Ma-
son retired earlier this year.
The goal would be to promote
positions to fill openings for one
sergeant, one lieutenant and
one captain.

“I anticipate seeing retirements
in the fire department also,”
Commissioner O’Connor said. “I
recommend we not authorize
promotions until we have a stan-
dardized policy in place.”
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GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation approved two construc-
tion contracts worth $43,275 to
replace and repair fire dampers
in Lincoln School as well as re-
place the chair lift/elevator at
the facility at its meeting on Tues-
day.

The board’s building and
grounds committee sought bids

and put forth the low offer of
$19,775 from Haenssler Sheet
Metal Works of Newark to fix the
dampers, devices that permit air
flow through a duct system, but
close either electrically or me-
chanically to prevent the spread
of smoke or fire throughout the
building in an emergency.

The work was prompted, ac-
cording to school Superintendent
Teresa Quigley and board mem-

ber Adele Lewis, due to repeated
appearances at the school by a
representative of the sheet metal
workers union in Cranford, who
continually made claims that re-
pairs were needed.

The board sought the original
contractor, who was no longer
available, according to Superin-
tendent Quigley, requiring the
search for a new one.

The board also approved
$23,500 for the elevator, used
essentially for wheelchairs, for
Handi Lift of Carlstadt.
Haenssler’s bid was $9,125 lower
than its only competitor, Lighton
Industries of Staten Island, while
Handi Lift came in $200 cheaper
than Mobility Elevator and Lift of
West Caldwell.

The money had already been
appropriated in last month’s
adoption of an $8.5-million bud-
get.

BOE Building and Grounds Com-
mittee Chairman Brendan
McDermott noted his panel had
begun considering its five-year
capital improvement program
and also said the group was con-
sidering retrofitting Lincoln
School with light emitting diode,
or LED, lights as a long-term
cost-saving measure.

He also reported that the
borough’s recreation program will
use the school’s facilities for its
summer program from June 30
to August 8 since the $3.2-mil-
lion Athletic Field Complex (AFC),
already a year behind schedule,
would not be finished in time.

The Garwood Borough Council
has been told by construction
officials that the AFC has a pro-
jected completion time of mid-
July.

Superintendent Quigley re-
ported that Lincoln School’s sixth-
grade students earlier this spring
took the math portion of a test
offered by the Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC) to
evaluate the school’s infrastruc-

ture to administer the test. Be-
fore the end of the year, the
school’s 75 sixth- and eighth-
grade students will take the full
test, again strictly to examine
the school’s infrastructure.

The students will not be in-
formed of any grade, Ms. Quigley
said.

She also reported that Garwood
will pay $6,000 per student next
year, same as this school year,
to send children to the Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools in Scotch Plains. That
compares with just under
$11,000 per student Garwood
will pay Clark to send its students
to Arthur L. Johnson High School.

The school year will conclude
on Friday, June 20, with gradua-
tion for the eighth-grade stu-
dents that evening. The original
date had been Wednesday, June
18, which was moved to Monday,
June 23, because of closures due
to snow. However, Ms. Quigley
said June 23 was calculated in
error and the correction will now
conclude the school year on June
20.

The calendar will include this
Friday’s 10th annual Field Day at
Unami Park, which will begin at
the school’s regular start time of
8:20 a.m. and conclude at 12:45
p.m. with the eighth grade vs.
faculty kickball game. Although
rain has been forecasted for Fri-
day, Ms. Quigley was hopeful it
would hold off until the afternoon
to avoid a third straight indoor
event.

PTA Committee Chairwoman
Amanda Langston told the board
that the eighth-grade trip this
year is scheduled for Thursday
and Friday, May 29 and 30, to
Gettysburg, Pa., and that an out-
door family movie night was be-
ing planned for Friday, June 6, at
the school, although a film has
not been selected.

Garwood BOE Accepts Bids To Fix Dampers, Elevator

Music Counts Presents
Benefit at Crossroads
GARWOOD — Music Counts will

present a benefit concert on Fri-
day, June 13, at 7 p.m. at Cross-
roads, 78 North Avenue, Garwood.
Tickets are $10 in advance and
$15 at the door.

The concert will feature popular
local bands: Pending, PWHG, The
Fantastic Plastics, Red Oak Lane,
Rolando and Friends, Clark Street
and the RMC Rockshop Bands.

Music Counts is a non-profit
dedicated to ensuring that every
child has access to music through
inspiring, quality, and enthusias-
tic instruction, reliable transpor-
tation, and instrument donation.
To donate or for volunteer oppor-
tunities, please visit the website
at www.musiccounts.org.

For tickets visit
www.musiccounts.org/buy-
tickets.html.
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