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Not In Best Interest of the Nation; The
Best Interest of Their Political Party

Westfield Bd. of Ed Goals;
Such Unintelligible Writing

The first requirement of good govern-
ment is to state its goals in easily under-
standable language and this is especially
so for a school board! It should not re-
quire an Albert Einstein to understand
what is being said!

Yet the Board of Education of Westfield
thinks otherwise! At its town meeting
held on May 13, 2014 the public was told
the goals of the board of education for the
20114-2015 school year.

The first goal, “to implement mecha-
nisms to enable more fulsome group dis-
cussions, brainstorming, and to increase
and equalize board embedded shared
knowledge.”

The second goal, “to embed assess-
ment into significant board actions to
answer the question, ‘how will we know
the outcome (of our decisions)?’”

What English teacher could possibly
give a passing grade to a student who had
turned in a term paper that had such
unintelligible writing?

But, sad to say, academic jargon has
taken root. The idea is that the more
opaque the writing the more sophisti-
cated the thought behind it!

Winston Churchill, where are you now
that we need you? You who gave the
world such stirring speeches during the
Second World that were at once under-
standable by anyone who heard them!

“Come then: let us to the task, to the
battle, to the toil-each to our part, each to
our station.”

“I have nothing to offer but blood, toil,
tears, and sweat.”

About the Royal Air Force, “Never in
the field of human conduct was so much
owed by so many to so few.”

About the Dunkirk evacuation, “Wars
are not won by evacuations.”

“We seek to beat the life and soul out
of Hitler and Hitlerism. That alone, that
all the time, that to the end.”

“The stars in their courses proclaim the
deliverance of mankind. Not so easily
shall the onward progress of the peoples
be barred. Not so easily shall the lights of
freedom die.”

“We shall not flag or fail. We shall go
on to the end…we shall fight on the
beaches, we shall fight on the landing
grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in
the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we

shall never surrender…”
“…if the British Empire and its Com-

monwealth last for a thousand years, men
will still say, ‘This was their finest
house.’”

To the peoples of occupied Europe,
“Help is coming; mighty forces are arm-
ing on your behalf. Have faith. Have
hope. Deliverance is sure.”

“Their Generals (French) told their
Prime Minister and his divided Cabinet,
‘In three weeks England will have her
neck wrung like a chicken.’ Some
chicken; some neck.”

And then there is the great speech after
the war when in Fulton, Missouri he said,
“From Stett in the Baltic to Trieste in the
Adriatic, an Iron Curtain has descended
across the Continent.”

The President, “He mobilized the En-
glish language and sent it into battle.”

Churchill never had to serve on today’s
Westfield Board of Education that be-
lieves in using impossible to understand
language. But come to think of it, had he
been here the words spoken by the board
would be clear as crystal!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Tip O’Neill said that all politics is
local, and of course there is a lot of truth
to that. But unfortunately in America
these days, the Washington politicians
need to be closely watched, and these
days it is clear that one of those politi-
cians is driving our country right up to
the proverbial cliff.

Harry Reid is George Washington’s
worst nightmare and the most danger-
ous man in America. Our federal sys-
tem was designed in a particular fash-
ion and Harry Reid, for reasons clearly
feared by George Washington (yes that
George Washington and all those years
ago), is frustrating the design of our
Founders.

The Founders knew that the federal
government they were creating would
have a great deal of power, and they also
knew that they could not foresee the
future. They were optimistic, greatly
so, regarding the potential of America.
But they were also afraid of the future –
they knew that throughout history gov-
ernments tended to become more and
more powerful as time went on, always
in detriment to the people.

They wanted to use human nature to
act against that tendency. The Founders
thought that the men who would be
involved in government would be am-
bitious and energetic. How best to use
that energy and ambition in a way which
would enhance liberty rather than en-
hance tyranny?

The government they designed re-
lied on the ‘separation of powers’. The
Founders wanted three separate groups
of people to write the laws, to enforce
the laws and to interpret the laws. They
wanted ambitious and energetic men in
each of the three branches of govern-
ment to be a check on the other two
branches. If one branch tried to expand
its power and influence beyond what
the Constitution permitted, they hoped
that the energetic and ambitious men in
the other branches would act to coun-
teract the first. In this way ultimately
the powers of the government would
remain in balance, properly limited and
distributed among the three branches
rather than, over time, growing more
powerful and tending in favor of one or
two branches at the expense of the
others.

Today, the Senate is preventing Con-
gress from performing its Constitutional
role to limit the executive branch when
it overreaches, nor does it act when the
judicial branch overreaches. This is pri-
marily because of Harry Reid, Senate
Majority Leader. Reid has a lot of power.
He can decide which bills make it to the
floor of the Senate for discussion and
which go up for a vote; he decides
whether amendments to bills are al-
lowed. He uses his power to prevent the
Congress from taking action in connec-
tion with the various and sundry over-
reaches by the executive branch.

This is distinctly not what the
Founders intended. This is happening
because Harry Reid puts partisan poli-
tics ahead of Congress’ Constitutional
role and the national interest. This is
exactly what George Washington feared.
In his Farewell Address, Washington
warned against the rise of political par-
ties – precisely because he feared that
men in government would start to think
of themselves primarily as members of
a political party. He feared that parti-
sanship would result in the men in
government exercising their energies
and ambition not in the best interest of
the Nation but instead in the best inter-
est of their political party.

He viewed the rise of political parties
as extremely dangerous. Washington
was right. Virtually every day we see
the Washington politicians put their
political party first, ahead of the na-
tional interest. Partisanship completely
colors their perspective. In Reid’s case,
since he is in the same political party as
the President, partisanship results in
Reid preventing the Senate from acting
to counteract the President’s unconsti-
tutional overreaches.

Harry Reid certainly is not the only
politician guilty of putting party first,
and he most certainly is not the only
Washington politician who ignores the
limits on the power of the federal gov-
ernment. But since he is the Senate
Majority Leader, his partisanship has
caused the Senate, and therefore the
Congress as a whole, to not fulfill one
of its most important Constitutional
roles.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains
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Letters to the EditorThe National Debt Is A Disgrace;
Let’s Run Some Numbers

First, for some, we need to explain the
difference between the national debt and
the annual deficit. The annual deficit is
the amount of money the government
spends, each year, more than they take in
from the tax payers.

The national debt is the accumulation
or running total of debt the government
has accrued. It’s not the money the gov-
ernment has spent, it’s the money they
spent that they did not have. This debt
must be paid to bond and treasury hold-
ers, both foreign and domestic.

The trillion number is so large it is
impossible for people other than engi-
neers and mathematicians to comprehend
it. This may be one reason why the Ameri-
can people have not rebelled over this
outrageous spending. the other big rea-
son is based in greed and slothfulness. At
the higher end, billionaires are made richer

and the lower end includes a growing
class of people taking instead of produc-
ing. A recipe for a cataclysmic future.

To help visualize just how immense
the trillion number actually is, we de-
cided to run a few calculations, which
will hopefully help many to see and un-
derstand just how egregious, destructive
and irresponsible your government has
been and continues to be.

As it stands right now our national debt
is close to $17,600,000,000,000 (That is
$17.6 trillion). This number is not static.
It grows by the month, by the week and
by the day. Want to know just how much
it is growing?

Every single day the debt grows by
$2,000,000,000 (That is $2 billion) -
more than $83.3 million every single
hour - more than $1,388,000 per minute.

The scope of the national debt:
Try and wrap your thoughts around

just how huge that 17 trillion number
really is. The number is so gargantuan,
comprehension of it is difficult. That is
why, when we lay out comparisons be-
low, your first thought will be, impos-
sible. But unfortunately, these calcula-
tions are quite correct.

If by some miracle, the United States
balanced its budget and stopped spend-
ing money it did not have, and was able to
put a hold on the massive amount of
interest on its debt – neither of which is
even remotely possible – but if it were
and the government began paying off this
debt to the tune of $1,000,000 every day,
the national debt would not be paid off
for over 48,219 years.

How about one more visual? The cir-
cumference of the earth at the equator is
about 24,900 miles. If one were to lay
$100 bills, end to end at the equator and
continued around the world until the $100
bills totaled the $17.6 trillion you would
have circled the planet 667 times!

Consider now, the effects of saving
that proposed $23 billion over a 10- year
period, which is the amount that Demo-
crats call outrageous cuts and the RINOs
call effective cuts.

Comparing it with actual spending,
this proposal would cut spending by $1.3
billion annually, which is less than the
amount this government expands its debt
every single day.

This $23 billion over 10 years repre-
sents .0073 percent of the existing debt. If
one compares this ratio with the average
American individual income of $63,000
per year and that individual considered
cutting his spending by the equivalent
amount as a percentage equal to that of
the government proposed cut, that person
would be required to spend one cent less
over the next 10 years. That’s 1/10th of a
penny a year. Biting the financial bullet?

As a side note, recall if you will how
Obama closed National Parks, Veterans
Memorials and left our dead soldiers
laying on the tarmacs of foreign coun-
tries because he was concerned America
had no money. Is it any wonder, as a
veteran myself, that my first reaction
when I see or hear Obama, is to hurl my
latest meal?

The only way for the entire debt to be
not paid is for the U.S. dollar to be
“reset.” Based upon the reset assessment,
the national debt would adjust to the
percentage of that adjustment – a 75
percent reset would change the debt to 25
percent of the previous amount.

This would be devastating to everyone
except the super rich. On the other hand
if the average citizen had $100,000 in a
bank or mutual funds or treasuries or
bonds the reset would, over night reduce
the value to $25,000.

This would destroy the poor, the lower
and middle income as well as the
economy. The likelihood of this happen-
ing is very small, but you had better
know, it is seriously being considered.

Dwight Kehoe, Editor
www.tpath.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

REQUEST FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (hereinafter
referred to as the “Board”) in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.5 at the Board
offices located at Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076, from interested vendors for Custo-
dial Supplies (herein referred to as the
“Vendor”) in accordance with the Bid Re-
quests prepared by the Board.

A copy of the Bid Requests may be
inspected and picked up at the Board
offices between the hours of 8:30AM and
4:00PM, except Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. Further information may be ob-
tained by calling Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,
School Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary at (908) 232-6161 ext. 4013. Bid
Requests may also be e-mailed to inter-
ested providers upon request.

All vendors submitting bids must use
and complete all forms in the manner des-
ignated and include all information required
in the Bid Requests. The Board assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after
the date set for the opening thereof.

Pursuant to P.L. 2004, c. 57, all bids
must be accompanied by a New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate (BRC)
issued by the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue. All ven-
dors are required to comply with the re-
quirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127, “Law
Against Discrimination” and the Affirma-
tive Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.

Bids must be submitted to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education no
later than 2:00PM on Tuesday, June 3,
2014.

1. Submit three (3) copies of the com-
pleted bid package, one (1) with original
signatures and two (2) copies in an enve-
lope addressed to:

Office of the Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation

Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
ATTENTION: Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,

Business Administrator/Board Secretary
2. Plainly identify on the outside of the

sealed envelope “CS2015 BID.”
3. A Bid Bond or Certified Check for ten

percent (10%) of the bid amount must
accompany the Bid, but not in excess of
$20,000.

All bids will be opened and read publicly
at that time by the School Business Admin-
istrator/Board Secretary, or her designee.

The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and waive any informality in
the process if it is in the best interest of the
Board. No proposal may be deemed ac-
cepted until the adoption of a formal reso-
lution by the Board.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/22/14, The Times Fee: $66.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on JUNE 5, 2014, at 7:30 pm.,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Geoffrey Dickstein, 2615 Sky Top
Drive, Block 5001, Lot 1, R-2 Zone, who
proposes to install an in-ground swimming
pool contrary to the following zoning ordi-
nance:

Section 23-2.3(h)-No secondary build-
ing shall be placed in any location that
violates the front yard of any adjacent
property…..

The proposed pool is located in the “front
yard” of the adjacent house on Crest Lane.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Land Use Boards

1 T - 5/22/14, The Times Fee: $23.46
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