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Letters to the Editor
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

THURSDAY, MAY 29, 1952

The Cost Of Freedom

THURSDAY, MAY 30, 1957

Remember the Dead Memorial Day, Don’t
Join Them, Police Chief Warns

Memorial Day, 1952, the second since the United
Nation’s fight for freedom began in Korea, will
again this year take on a solemn note which has
dominated half of the past decade. It is more than a
day for a few flowers and a parade, a school and bank
holiday designed for pleasure. It is one moment of an
entire year set aside for renewed dedication to the
ideals for which men have sacrificed their own rights
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness that
others might continue to enjoy them.

When the first Memorial Day was decreed 84
years ago upon order of Gen. John A. Logan, com-
mander-in-chief of the Grand Army of the Republic
it was to serve as a reminder that we have not
forgotten “...the cost of a free and undivided Repub-
lic”. Since General Logan’s decree, we have added
the dead of four more major wars to a growing list of
Americans slain defending their country and the
principles upon which it was founded. The cost of
the preservation of freedom is not something to be
forgotten easily.

Memorial Day is a time for us to review Ameri-
can traditions and ideals and determine whether

we, as individuals are living up to the high stan-
dards set for us by our battle dead who paid the
supreme penalty to safeguard our way of life.
Perhaps we take all this for granted as our due. We
can watch the American flag, for example, pass in
front of us at a parade and not feel any obligation to,
pay it its proper respect.

In a letter to the editor in today’s LEADER, the
Memorial Day Committee comments on the wide-
spread failure of men to remove their hats as the flag
passes by. Furthermore, the Committee points out,
persons parked in cars along the route of a parade
often do not have the courtesy to step out of their cars
and stand at attention. Simple courtesy to your flag
is not asking a great deal. The American flag de-
serves your respect.

It symbolizes a country with a glorious history; a
country whose sons have never been afraid to die in
the cause of peace and freedom. As you remember
the dead tomorrow, remember also that they died to
protect the American flag and all it represents.

Your courtesy and respect is, indeed, a very small
thing to give. Others have given their lives.

Police Chief Albert Pfirrmann today warded drivers
that “Memorial Day is a time to remember the dead
and not join them.” He noted that “many years ago, the
Romans had their arena, the Nazi; their gas chambers,
the Communists have their slave labor camps, but the
peace loving American driver wields an instrument of
mass murder that certainly rivals them—the number
one killer, more deadlier than the atom bomb, the
most deadly of all — the automobile.

“Forty thousand killed, 1,400,000 injured, that’s
the score Mr. American Driver chalked up last year
with this deadly weapon. It’s a score that puts him
right up in the big leagues with Messrs. Nero, Hitler,
and Stalin.”

The chief stated that “the American people should
rise up and protest this slaughter within our own
borders. Is it any less brutal because the murderer is
the automobile machine designed for pleasure and
comfort? How do we outlaw this killer? This hor-
rible picture is very complicated because on closer
examination we find that we are not only faced with
murder, but suicide as well. The sinned against, and

the sinner are often one.
At the root of most of these highway crimes lies

the answer, human carelessness.
“Obviously, we must start with ourselves and re-

member any careless act on our part when we’re
walking or driving can spell death for ourselves or
another. Until we can honestly declare ourselves guilt-
less of such acts, we are in no position to point the finger
at others. In other words,” the chief said, “people who
live in glass houses shall not throw stones.”

“We are confronted with a more serious problem
than last year, because most people will be enjoying
a four day weekend as compared to three last year,
just one more day to add more statistics to our
fabulous accident files,” the chief warned. Chief
Pfirrmann advised motorists to check their cars
“very carefully, and try to handle your car as if it
were a dangerous weapon. The mechanically” unfit
car is a private atom bomb. Make sure your car does
not fall into this class; have it safety checked today.
Remember the life you save may be very well
your own.”

WizGate vs BridgeGate
And Taxpayer Fees

I read in The Westfield Leader that
Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick was bemoaning the fact
that the taxpayers are paying the le-
gal fees for the Wisniewski-Weinberg
committee investigating the
Bridgegate incident. Nowhere did I
see the Minority Leader expressing
the same views about Governor
Christie’s taxpayer-funded million
plus dollar whitewashing of the same
incident.

I guess that was non-partisan and
thus fully warranted. Hmm...

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

FW-SP Rescue Squads
Give Thanks

This past Sunday’s choir concert at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
raised a total of $2,855 in free will
donations, an amount to be split
equally between the Fanwood and
Scotch Plains Rescue Squads. For-
mal check presentation will occur
June 4th at the Church.

On behalf of both Rescue Squads,
thanks to everyone who attended for
their generosity and thanks again to
Rev. Jahnke and Mr. Berdos for mak-
ing the concert happen!

Tom Kranz
Fanwood Rescue Squad

Where’s The Beef In Campaign
Of Alternate Mayoral Candidate?

This Candidate Will Not Be Singing
Kumbaya for Raising of GW Taxes

Sal Piarulli, the alternate candidate for
mayor of Garwood, said in his last letter
to the editor, “My campaign is all about
transparency.” The definition of which is
“information disclosure, clarity, and ac-
curacy.” But he has not been transparent
at all. He refuses to disclose his political
affiliation with [Councilman] Jim
Mathieu. He refuses to discuss how he
will finish the athletic field. He should
take a walk to the field to see that it will
be finished by the current administration
a few short weeks from now. He has not
provided a single specific action that he
will take to uphold his campaign promise
of “Lower taxes. Less spending. Less
debt.” The slogan sounds nice from a
marketing point of view, but “Where’s
the Beef?”

Please uphold your campaign promise
to be transparent. Tell the people of
Garwood specifically how you plan to
reduce Garwood’s debt. What are you
going to do to reduce spending? By what
percentage? By when? Six months?
Twelve months? What services are you
going to cut? Whose salary are you going
to reduce? What jobs will you eliminate?
What will you do to reduce taxes? When
and by how much? Will you continue to
disregard the advice of our chief financial
officer?

I challenge you to provide your spe-
cific plans that you said on March 22,
2014 that you would produce. The resi-
dents deserve to know just what it is you
plan to do. How will you manage a bi-

partisan council that you have belittled,
where even a Democratic councilman
publicly came out against you? And now
you attack him as well.

Please tell us if you know that Jim
Mathieu voted for spending on the ath-
letic field. Yes, he actually voted to spend
money on the field.

Please tell us why you did not take a
seat on the board of education when you
had the chance this year. They increased
the taxes 341 percent more than the bor-
ough taxes. What are your plans to re-
duce the county taxes? They went up 169
percent more than the taxes of the bor-
ough.

According to The Star-Ledger, March
23, 2014, Garwood was 16th out of the
21 municipalities in Union County for
total tax increases from 2003 to 2013. No
one likes tax increases of any kind whether
borough, BOE or county. I, with the
finance committee, did everything pru-
dent, reasonable and professional, think-
ing of the residents of Garwood when we
formulated the budget. The result was the
lowest borough tax increase in 12 years.
The same is not true of the BOE or the
county.

I understand the budget, the income
and the expenses. You apparently do not.
I have a new campaign slogan for you,
“No Specifics, No Plans, No Vote.”

Mike Martin
Garwood Councilman

Finance Committee Member

I would like to thank the Garwood
councilmen for letters they recently sub-
mitted to the local papers. I am thankful
for opposing views, and thankful be-
cause ironically, they demonstrated why
I am running for mayor of Garwood and
why a change is necessary.

My campaign is all about transparency
and changing the tone of how we are
governed. Written in an extreme, inflam-
matory manner, the councilmen used
words like “stupid” and “hate” in an
attempt to demean my campaign and me.
This tone is more proof that we need a
new direction, a new voice that repre-
sents all Garwood residents. In their let-
ters, the councilmen made it clear that the
opinions of average citizens, who pay
property taxes, vote and live in Garwood
are not welcome.

I believe that whether it’s a party of
one person or one million, everyone
should be able to participate in the politi-
cal process. They have a “we know better
than you” mentality. John Wooden once
said, “It’s what you learn after you know
it all that counts.” It’s clear that this
current cast doesn’t quite agree with the
great coach. Suffice to say, this is not how
I will govern. I will not insult others for
having a different opinion.

This leadership thinks we aren’t edu-
cated enough to realize when local gov-
ernment takes from us. The current ad-
ministration has aligned themselves with
each other in an attempt to shut out any-
one that threatens their tax and spend
addiction. What was effectively an en-
dorsement by the fiscally afflicted Demo-
cratic council for the current leadership
came as no surprise. The establishment
thinks they know better because they sit
around bickering and acting out in their
letters.

Perhaps their time would be better
spent on getting things done for our town.
Isn’t it funny how quiet they were in the
months before election season came
around? To my recollection, there were
no passionate letters written to editors
about how well Garwood was doing. No
documentation of them telling us how
well the process was working. How can
that be if they know so much? The reality
is they are now panicking and throwing
tantrums in the form of editorials. This
mistreatment of the taxpayers will no
longer be tolerated.

The administration’s dismissive atti-

tude towards the tax hike shows how out
of touch they truly are. Two years ago
this leadership passed a take hike that was
triple the state average, and last year the
tax hike was double the state average.
This year when they had an opportunity
to cut property taxes like so many of our
neighboring towns, they instead decided
to again raise taxes.

They casually brushed the increase to
the side, and rationalized it as not that big
of a jump. The reality is that when board
of education and county taxes are also
considered, those of us who pay property
taxes will see an increase that is more
than triple of what they are telling us. A
dollar here, a dollar there and before you
know it property taxes are up by thou-
sands.

One neighbor told me that all these
“small” increases have amounted to over
$7,000 in incremental taxes for his prop-
erty since 2001. I believe the people of
Garwood deserve better. During a recent
council meeting one representative not
so profoundly proclaimed: “You need to
pay your bills. You don’t run a household
without paying your bills.” Well, that is
correct Mr. Councilman. However, a re-
sponsible household does not waste
money, overcharge credit cards and then
make the neighbors pick up the tab.

There is a clear distinction between the
current mayor and myself, a conservative
Republican. She openly thanked the
town’s Democratic majority finance com-
mittee after they raised taxes an average
of $1,700 per household since 2011 and
increased Garwood’s debt by 66 percent.
This is the same group that are now
dipping into the municipal operating bud-
get to pay for the Athletic Complex.

You won’t find me expressing grati-
tude to and singing kumbaya with those
responsible for cutting back on services
and instructing taxpayers to pay more for
less.

Garwood deserves better. On June 3rd,
join me in sending a message: It’s time to
reign in spending and start holding the
current leadership accountable! On June
3rd, join us in bringing a new direction,
and a new voice for the people of Garwood
by voting Column F for fiscal responsi-
bility.

Salvatore Piarulli
Candidate for Mayor

Garwood

Lance Responds to
FCC Vote on Proposed
Net Neutrality Rules
WESTFIELD – House Communi-

cations and Technology Subcommit-
tee member Leonard Lance (R-7th)
expressed disappointment following
the May 15 Federal Communications
Commission’s vote on its proposed
“open Internet” rules.

“The FCC’s rules proposal to regu-
late the Internet will hurt consumers
and discourage new investment and
innovation in broadband. It should
be Congress, not an unelected fed-
eral commission, that is tasked in
modernizing our nation’s telecom-
munications laws. As a member of
the House Communications and
Technology Subcommittee, I look
forward to a vigorous discussion with
Chairman [Tom] Wheeler next week
on what I consider to be a gross
overstep in authority on the issue of
network neutrality.”

FCC Chairman Wheeler was sched-
uled to appear before the Communi-
cations and Technology Subcommit-
tee on Tuesday, May 20.

Governor Chris Christie Addresses the
$1 Billion Budget Shortfall

Gov. Christie’s Budget Address Tues-
day: “Will we chose to keep funding
critical priorities and work together to
rein in these unsustainable costs or will
we sacrifice these priorities at the altar of
pension and health benefits and debt?”

Governor Christie is acting today to
put in place solutions to deal with New
Jersey’s budget shortfall for the current
fiscal year of approximately $1 billion.
The Governor has talked about the chal-
lenges and choices that lay ahead for New
Jersey – taking on reform to fund priori-
ties that matter or burying our heads in
the sand and allowing entitlement and
debt costs to overwhelm the budget.

Governor Christie will not irresponsi-
bly deal with these budget realities by
allowing arbitrary cuts to programs and
services New Jerseyans rely on that would
render them ineffective or impact the
quality of what they provide. He will also
not irresponsibly abandon New Jersey’s
pension obligations. To balance the bud-
get this Year and the next, Gov. Christie
Is taking the following actions:

* Managing down spending and mak-
ing tough choices, producing reduced
supplemental spending and lapses of un-
spent balances totaling $160 million in
the current year and approximately $128
million in savings for fiscal year 2015.

* Paying For Today’s Bills, Not The
Sins Of The Past. Making a pension
payment of $696 million this year and
$681 million next year, a payment level
that pays today’s bills by covering the
costs accrued on our watch by active
employees. This payment level will not
increase the accrued unfunded liability
for active employees in the pension sys-
tem, but does not pay down the unfunded
liability accrued by the irresponsibility
of previous governors and legislatures.

The Following Changes Are Being
Made To Revenue Projections:

* The Administration is projecting
approximately $31.5 billion in total rev-
enue for fiscal year 2014, a reduction of
3.2 percent from February.

* We are now projecting $32.7 billion
in total revenue for fiscal year 2015, a 5
percent reduction from February.

* Overall this represents a revenue
reduction of $2.75 billion across the two
fiscal years that the Governor is detailing
solutions for today.

Sins of the past a common challenge
across the nation:

The fact remains that even with these
reductions, Governor Christie has con-
tributed more to the pension system than
any other governor in New Jersey his-
tory. The story behind the numbers rep-
resents the problem, however. Roughly
80 percent of the payments this Adminis-
tration and this Legislature have bud-
geted in recent years have been directly
tied to decisions and events of the past
going back a decade and half at least –
underperforming of the pension fund,
benefit enhancements with no way to pay
for them, underfunding the state and lo-
cal payments or skipping them altogether.
States Across The Nation Are Facing The
Same Revenue And Entitlement Cost
Challenges As New Jersey:

* States in/out of our region are deal-
ing with significant revenue shortfalls
based on missed projections for April
and the impact of the fiscal cliff, includ-
ing Connecticut, Vermont and New York.

* More than 40 states have taken steps
in recent years to try and rein in mounting
public employee pension costs.

* Across The Country The Total Un-
funded Benefits Liability Has Grown
From $3.1 to $4 Trillion Since 2009.

* The cost of these liabilities has taken
cities like San Jose and Detroit to the
brink of fiscal disaster. The choice is
clear and immediate: the Legislature can
join Governor Christie to do what is
needed to go further on substantive and
fundamental reforms of this system, or
they can continue denying the problem
and all New Jersey to drift from budget to
budget, struggling to provide a basic level
of funding for the most important priori-
ties in our state.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Podex – The rump or anal region
2. Loob – Cornish for the sludge that

comes from washing tin ore
3. Poditti – A kingfisher having a ser-

rated yellow beak
4. Decolletage – A dress with a low cut

neckline bearing the neck and shoulders
MIRADOR

1. A balcony or gallery commanding
an extensive view

2. A lane leading from the main road
3. Any large stage prop in the theater

which depicts the background
4. A looking glass, small telescope

ORLOP
1. Latticework upon which climbing

plants are grown
2. The lowest deck of a warship
3. A heavy barge used for freight
4. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
MICTURITION

1. Moving with a wiggling motion, as
a snake

2. Distressing; perplexing
3. The act of urinating
4. The foam formed by the force of a

waterfall on the rocks below
MIXEN

1. A compost heap
2. Turmoil
3. A wigmaker or hairdresser
4. A battle ax or mace

See more letters on page 5

FACING CRISIS
EXPOSES ONE’S

TRUE CHARACTER


