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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Baraka Defeats Jeffries to
Win Newark Mayor’s Race

Former City Councilman Ras
Baraka scored a resounding win over
Shavar Jeffries, a former assistant
New Jersey attorney general, to be-
come the new mayor Newark last
week, replacing interim Mayor Luis
Quintana who held the office after
former mayor Cory Booker was
elected to the United States Senate in
October. Mr. Baraka captured 54 per-
cent of the vote in what became a race
featuring negative ads in the waning
weeks of the campaign.

“The reality is running for office is
different than governing,” Mayor-
elect Baraka told reporters on May
14th, the day after the after the elec-
tion. “When you run for office, all
bets are off. When you are governing,
you absolutely have to sit down and
deal with people.”

The new mayor takes over a city with
a $93-million fiscal deficit and a threat
of a state takeover of Newark’s financials,
according to published reports.

Former Trenton Mayor
Gets 5 Years for Corruption

Former Trenton Mayor Tony Mack
was sentenced to nearly five years in
federal prison last Thursday on six
counts of corruption during his term
as mayor, according to media re-
ports. Elected in 2010, Mack was
found guilty of extortion, bribery,
wire fraud and mail fraud for accept-
ing tens of thousands of dollars in
bribes from federal informants who
posed as parking garage developers
looking to build on city-owned land.

Trenton to See Mayoral
Runoff on June10th

Eric Jackson and Paul Perez will
faceoff in a runoff for the Trenton
mayor’s office on June 10 after being
the top two vote getters in the May
13th election. The runoff became
necessary after none of the six-candi-
date field captured the 50 percent of
the vote needed to win the race.

Mr. Jackson, former city public
works director, was the top vote get-
ter with 30 percent or 3,020 votes.
Mr. Perez, a consultant and Army
veteran, garnered 21 percent or 2,134
votes. The winner will replace Tony
Mack who was convicted of multiple
corruption charges earlier this year.
Bill Would Make Garages More

Accessible to Med. Personnel
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,

Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) and Senator
Richard J. Codey (D-27th, Roseland)
have introduced legislation to make
parking garages more accessible for
emergency medical personnel.

Under the bill, parking garages with
low clearance levels that cannot ac-
commodate an ambulance would be
required to have an on-site emer-
gency vehicle that can access all lev-
els of the facility. The bill is in re-
sponse to the murder of Dustin
Friedland in a parking garage at the
Short Hills Mall in December. The
clearance at the mall parking garage
was too low for an ambulance, forc-
ing the emergency responders to aban-
don the vehicle and run on foot with
a stretcher to attend to Mr. Friedland.

“This is a simple solution to save
people’s lives, which should receive swift
legislative approval,” Sen. Kean said.
“This could bring something positive
from Mr. Friedland’s tragic murder.”

Asm. Bramnick Praises AG’s
Plan to Fight Crime in Trenton
Assembly Republican Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) said he
fully supports last week’s announce-
ment by State Attorney General John
Hoffman that law enforcement agen-
cies will be making a clear and strong
presence through a variety of opera-
tions aimed at stemming the tide of
violence in Trenton. Mr. Hoffman’s
announcement comes in the aftermath
of a recent shooting in the city where a
9-year old child was shot and wounded.

“When an innocent child is shot in
Trenton, Attorney General Hoffman
is quickly reacting to fight the vio-
lence in our capital city,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “Hoffman’s decisive
action should be commended. We
stand ready to enact the laws needed
to support his efforts.”

Mr. Hoffman said three crime sup-
pression units will be deployed that
target high crime areas throughout the
city. The units consist of law enforce-
ment from the State Police, the Tren-
ton Police Department, Mercer County
Prosecutor’s Office, and Mercer
County Sheriff’s Office.

Bill Would Require Set
Nurse-Patient Ratios

Legislation has been introduced
in Trenton that would mandate all
New Jersey Hospitals to maintain an
appropriate ratio of nurses to pa-
tients in daily operations. The bill,
sponsored by Assemblyman
Carmelo Garcia (D-33rd, Hoboken),
would require the state’s commis-
sioner of health to establish mini-
mum nurse-to-patient ratios for all
hospitals operating in the state, by
hospital unit, with which each hos-
pital required to comply. The De-
partment of Health would be re-
quired to review the minimum staff-
ing requirements every two years.

County Clerk to be Open
Saturday Before Primary

COUNTY — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi will open her offices in
Elizabeth and Westfield on Saturday,
May 31, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for voters
seeking last-minute mail-in ballots for
the Tuesday, June 3 Primary Election.

 The office in Elizabeth at the Union
County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street,
and the office in Westfield at the Col-
leen Fraser Building, 300 North Av-
enue East, will be open as a public
service for voters who choose the Vote-
By-Mail option for the Primary Elec-
tion.

“Every voter should have the oppor-
tunity to cast his or her ballot in the
Primary Election for federal, county
and municipal offices,” Ms. Rajoppi
said. “We want to ensure that even
those who have a last-minute change of
plans can have a chance to vote.”

“By opening the Elizabeth office on
the Saturday before the Primary Elec-
tion, as we have done for the past 18
years, along with the Westfield office,
which has regular Saturday hours

throughout the year, we hope to assist
those citizens whose work schedules or
other commitments keep them from
applying to Vote-By-Mail during
the work week,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

“This option makes voting more
accessible, particularly for senior
citizens,” she added.

Completed ballots will be kept in
a secure lockbox under the control
of the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, who will collect them for
counting. The clerk’s office has pro-
cessed more than 1,100 mail-in bal-
lots to date for the Primary Elec-
tion.

To obtain a Vote-By-Mail appli-
cation, voters may download the
form at the county clerk’s website,
ucnj.org/vote-by-mail, but they
must bring the completed applica-
tion to either of the county clerk’s
offices on May 31 between 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m., or on June 2 before 3 p.m.

 For more information, contact the
county clerk’s office at (908) 527-4996.

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team
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We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

Drug or Criminal Charges?

OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

Your Hometown Mortgage Banker

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com
Member

FDIC

Local: 908-789-2730

Cell: 908-337-7282

SM

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com
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SPEAKING TO SENIORS...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) joins Garwood Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi, right, at a recent Garwood Seniors meeting. The club meets
monthly to socialize, discuss issues important to Garwood and senior citizens and
hear from different speakers. Mr. Lance focused his remarks on his work to
preserve Medicare as it is for seniors who know and like their plans. He also took
questions from the audience on current events.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS…Union County freeholders give resolutions to
representatives of the Bonds of Courage program congratulating them as the non-
profit organization that supports troops, veterans and their families during
Sunday’s “Support 4 Soldiers” program at the National Guard Armory in
Westfield.  Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County Freeholders Al Mirabella
and Linda Carter, Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak, Danielle Bracco and
Christine Truhe of Bonds of Courage, and Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski.

Clerk Offers Sample Ballots
For Primary on Website

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi reminds registered
voters that sample ballots for the Pri-
mary Election on Tuesday, June 3,
may be reviewed on-line by visiting
the county clerk’s website.

The names of candidates running for
the Republican or Democratic nomi-
nations for U.S. Senate, Congressional
seats, county surrogate, county free-
holder and municipal offices in the
June 3 Primary Election are posted at
www.ucnj.org/sample-ballots.

The county clerk’s responsibilities
include administering election laws
within and for the county and its 21
municipalities for Primary, General,
School Board and special elections.

More information about sample
ballots for the Primary Election can
be obtained by calling the county
clerk’s office at (908) 527-4996,   e-
mailing  ucvote@ucnj.org. or by vis-
iting the office at 2 Broad Street,
Room 113, Elizabeth. Hours are 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on weekdays.

2LT Christopher Salemme
Commissioned as Officer

WESTFIELD — Second Lieuten-
ant Christopher Salemme, son of Jo-
seph and Karen Salemme of
Westfield, was commissioned as an
officer in the United States Army on
May 9, 2014. Sec-
ond Lieutenant
Salemme addition-
ally graduated from
Furman University
in Greenville, S.C.
the following day
with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Po-
litical Science.

While at Furman,
Second Lieutenant
Salemme was a
member of the
school’s Army Re-
serve Officers’
Training Corps pro-
gram — the Paladin
Battalion. During the summer of 2013
he successfully completed the
Leader’s Development and Assess-
ment Course at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Washington and during
his senior year he served as the Bat-
talion Personnel Officer.

At the commissioning ceremony
held on Furman’s campus, Second
Lieutenant Salemme was sworn into
office by LTC (R) Bill Price, his fresh-
man year military science instructor.

He was pinned by his par-
ents and received his first
salute on stage from SFC
(R) Steve Williams, the
Paladin Battalion’s logis-
tics coordinator.

Second Lieutenant
Salemme has been
awarded an educational
delay of active duty to
pursue a Juris Doctor de-
gree from the Wake For-
est University School of
Law in Winston-Salem,
N.C. Upon completion of
law school, Second Lieu-
tenant Salemme hopes to
serve as an active duty

officer in the Army’s Judge Advocate
General’s Corps. He is a 2010 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School.
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