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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RAISING AWARENESS…A family looks  over an offering at the Emmanual
Cancer Foundation (ECF) Central Region Vendor Bazaar held Saturday at the
Fanwood Train Station. The ECF serves children who have been diagnosed with
cancer and their families.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FINISH THE FIGHT…Participants in the Relay for Life event held Friday night
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School take a minute to pose for a picture.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAVING FUN...Tiger Cub Scouts from Holy Trinity School visit the office of The
Westfield Leader on May 15 to learn about newspapers.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PEDAL POWER…The Cranford Rotary Club collects bicycle donations for
Pedals for Progress on Saturday morning in the parking lot of Orange Avenue Pool.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
JOYFUL NOISE…The Fanwood Presbyterian Church choir entertains the
crowd on Sunday at a concert to benefit the Fanwood and Scotch Plains
Volunteer Rescue Squads, which raised a total of $2,855.

duties assure that the highest stan-
dards of patient care are maintained
by the new owner.”

“We think that this would be help-
ful to maintain the care and make
sure that these people that we care
so much about are taken care of
properly,” Ms. Egger said.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son said, “If you are saving $50
million over five years, it sounds
like we will have flat taxes for the
next five years.”

He also asked how the county
would distribute the money from
the sale of Runnells to the public,
“because obviously, it’s the public’s
hospital so we should be getting this
money.”

While the eight freeholders present
(Freeholder Angel Estrada was ab-
sent) unanimously voted in favor of
resolutions to move ahead with the
sale, board members expressed sad-
ness that Runnells had to be sold.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen called it
“an unfortunate situation which was
not caused by us” where Medicare
and Medicaid reimbursement rates
have been and are declining to the
point where the county had to sell
Runnells due to the increasing fi-
nancial burden on the county. He
said it was “certainly not a happy
day for the county,” but that the sale
was the best thing for the county.

He said the freeholders wanted
“to protect the patients, and to the
extent possible, the employees at
Runnells Hospital,” which he called

“driving points” behind the mea-
sures passed by the board.

“It is my opinion that we have no
other choice — no other reasonable
choice — but to proceed with ap-
proving the two contracts and mov-
ing ahead with the sale of Runnells
Hospital,” Freeholder Bergen said
prior to the board’s vote. Freeholder
Bergen said he was “very comfort-
able” in selling Runnells to Center
Management, saying he believes the
company will “do a good job at
running this hospital for many
years” after seeing one of Center
Management’s nursing homes in
Passaic County. The company also
owns three facilities in New York.

Freeholder Al Mirabella said he
had hoped “that we would never be
in this position,” but that the declin-
ing reimbursement rates over the
past few years “forced our hand”
where the board “had to make a
decision for the long-time financial
health of this county.”

The sale of Runnells follows a
report by Complete HealthCare Re-
sources-Eastern, Inc. (CHR), which
reviewed ways to enable Runnells
to operate on a sustainable footing.
CHR recommended either the lease
or sale of the facility.

Union County’s action follows
the sale of other county-owned hos-
pitals in New Jersey including
Burlington (2012), Camden (2013),
Cumberland (2011), Essex (1996),
Hudson (2002), Mercer (2010) and
Salem (2009).
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Union County Freeholders

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MASTER GARDENERS...The Master Gardeners of Union County held their
25th annual spring garden fair and plant sale Sunday at the Trailside Nature and
Science Museum in the Watchung Reservation.
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Scotch Plains Council
had anything to say. Mr. Vastine
said he would defer his remarks
until the mayor had spoken first.
When the mayor said he would not
offer any comments until Mr. Vastine
had done so, neither of them moved
to speak, leading the mayor to in-
stead request a roll call vote on the
budget. After the mayor, voting last,
cast his vote as “Nay, a thousand
times,” he then began to offer his
reasons for his opposition. Mr.
Vastine then interrupted to say that
the rules of procedure forbade a
council member who had voted no
on any matter from then offering
comment. The impasse ended — for
the moment — when the printed
rules of procedure were unable to be
located and the mayor ended his
remarks.

Later in the meeting, during the
section of the agenda titled “Coun-
cil Comments,” the mayor and Mr.
Vastine finally weighed in, with Mr.
Vastine saying the police merger
discussions had failed because of
the way a new joint police depart-
ment would have been structured,
with Scotch Plains paying 75 per-
cent of the department’s budget
while only having a third of the
input in how it would be operated.

He also criticized the mayor and
Mrs. Gialanella for opposing the
budget despite the positive evalua-
tions of Mr. Giaimis, the township
chief financial officer and the town-
ship auditor. Mr. Vastine called the
Democrats’ vote “irresponsible”
and “as political as you can imag-
ine.”

Winding up the discussion,
Mayor Glover repeated the mantra
of his seven years on the council —
“We can do better” — and said
there was “no reason to have a tax
increase” this year. He had favored
using an additional $100,000 of
surplus to reduce the increase in the
municipal property tax rate from
nine-tenths of a cent to zero. “We
have plenty of cash in reserve,” he
said.

The $1.5-million capital budget,
also approved by a 3-to-2 margin,
will fund a number of purchases
including new equipment for the
public works and recreation depart-
ments and new police vehicles. It
will also finance environmental
studies and initial remediation at
the former Terry-Lou Zoo property
and will also pay for a new heating
and air conditioning system at the
library.

“Finally, changing the limitation
in the number of musicians. Right
now, a conditional liquor-license
holder is only allowed to have one
musician perform at a time….we’re
increasing that to five. So that’s not
only the five conditional liquor-
license holders but that’s all 10 of
our liquor-license holders.”

As during the last council meet-
ing, during the public comments
portion of the meeting, several resi-
dents expressed their opinion on
the ordinance. Of those who spoke,
six members of the public supported
the modifications while one did not.

The vote carried 7 to 1, with
Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
casting the only dissenting vote.
Councilman Keith Loughlin was
absent.

Ms. Kimmins released a state-
ment regarding her vote against the
modification of the liquor-license
ordinance to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times: “Why am I op-
posed to this change? Why isn’t
everyone in this town jumping up
and down to oppose this ordinance?

“When you get past the legal jar-
gon, and smoke and mirrors, you
need to realize that this is opening

the downtown to two-story cater-
ing halls, nightclub restaurants and
themed sports bars that are com-
petitively motivated to stay open
until ‘last calls.’

“Is that the downtown that at-
tracts the families that move to this
town or where we feel safe allow-
ing our children to roam? I am sure
that changing our ordinance would
be a major coup for someone’s ca-
reer, or perhaps a financial benefit
to an individual or business, but to
me, it is nothing short of a change
in the culture of the town I love and
feel obligated to defend.

“People can call that ‘fear-mon-
gering;’ I call it insightful and pro-
tective. To those people who have
said they voted for me because they
knew I would pay attention and
vote for the right thing for the right
reason…sit up and take notice.”

The next town council confer-
ence session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, June 3, at
7 p.m., at the municipal building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.
The conference session will be im-
mediately followed by the
council’s regular public meeting
at 7:45 p.m.
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Westfield Council

Garwood BOE Accepts Bids
To Fix Dampers, Elevator

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation approved two construction
contracts worth $43,275 to replace
and repair fire dampers in Lincoln
School as well as replace the chair
lift/elevator at the facility at its meet-
ing on Tuesday.

The board’s building and grounds
committee sought bids and put forth
the low offer of $19,775 from
Haenssler Sheet Metal Works of
Newark to fix the dampers, devices
that permit air flow through a duct
system, but close either electrically or
mechanically to prevent the spread of
smoke or fire throughout the building
in an emergency.

The work was prompted, according
to school Superintendent Teresa
Quigley and board member Adele
Lewis, due to repeated appearances at
the school by a representative of the
sheet metal workers union in Cranford,
who continually made claims that re-
pairs were needed.

The board sought the original con-
tractor, who was no longer available,
according to Ms. Quigley, requiring
the search for a new one.

The board also approved $23,500
for the elevator, used essentially for
wheelchairs, from Handi Lift of
Carlstadt. Haenssler’s bid was $9,125
lower than its only competitor, Lighton
Industries of Staten Island, while Handi
Lift came in $200 cheaper than Mobil-
ity Elevator and Lift of West Caldwell.

The money had already been appro-
priated in last month’s adoption of an
$8.5-million budget.

BOE Building and Grounds Com-
mittee Chairman Brendan McDermott
noted his panel had begun considering
its five-year capital improvement pro-
gram and also said the group was con-
sidering retrofitting Lincoln School
with light emitting diode, or LED, lights
as a long-term cost-saving measure.

He also reported that the borough’s
recreation program will use the school’s
facilities for its summer program from
June 30 to August 8 since the $3.2-
million Athletic Field Complex (AFC),
already a year behind schedule, would
not be finished in time.

The Garwood Borough Council has
been told by construction officials that
the AFC has a projected completion of
mid-July.

Ms. Quigley reported that Lincoln
School’s sixth grade students earlier
this spring took the math portion of a

test offered by the Partnership for As-
sessment of Readiness for College and
Careers (PARCC) to evaluate the
school’s infrastructure to administer
the test. Before the end of the year, the
school’s 75 sixth- and eighth-grade
students will take the full test, again
strictly to examine the school’s infra-
structure.

The students will not be informed of
any grade, Ms. Quigley said.

She also reported that Garwood will
pay $6,000 per student next year, same
as this school year, to send children to
the Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools in Scotch Plains. That com-
pares with just under $11,000 per stu-
dent Garwood will pay Clark to send its
students to Arthur L. Johnson High
School.

The school year will conclude on
Friday, June 20, with graduation for the
eighth-grade students that evening. The
original date had been Wednesday, June
18, which was moved to Monday, June
23, because of closures due to snow.
However, Ms. Quigley said June 23
was calculated in error and the correc-
tion will now conclude the school
year on June 20.

The calendar will include this
Friday’s 10th annual Field Day at
Unami Park, which will begin at the
school’s regular start time of 8:20
a.m. and conclude at 12:45 p.m. with
the eighth grade vs. faculty kickball
game. Although rain has been fore-
casted for Friday, Ms. Quigley was
hopeful it would hold off until the
afternoon to avoid a third straight
indoor event.

PTA Committee Chairwoman
Amanda Langston told the board that
the eighth-grade trip this year is sched-
uled for Thursday and Friday, May
29 and 30, to Gettysburg, Pa., and
that an outdoor family movie night
was being planned for Friday, June 6,
at the school, although a film has not
been selected.
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Fanwood Council

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
FAMILY AFFAIR…Fanwood Rescue Squad Captain Patricia Buckridee, sec-
ond from left, and daughters, Karolyn, center, and Elizabeth, both members of
the squad, are honored Tuesday night as Volunteers of the Month. The family
members have a cumulative record of more than 4,000 responses to squad calls
since Patricia first joined the squad. Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, right, and
councilman Tom Kranz, left, present the Buckridees with framed prints of the
borough’s historic train station.

to the center is inconvenient. The
thing is…going to the recycling cen-
ter is a way of supporting the town.”

The Recycling Center works with
at-risk youth, provides community
service credits for students, and works
with groups like the local Boy Scouts,
promoting awareness about recycling
and the environment. The center helps
many to realize that, “What happens
to the milk bottle you recycle affects
people halfway around the world,”
said Mr. Clark.

Councilman Levine’s committee
will restructure the bid application
and then bring that back to the coun-
cil for review before opening bid-
ding. Deadlines surrounding the ap-
propriations process mean that time
is short, but the council wants to be
certain that curbside options are prop-
erly considered.

American Water presented a progress

update on water main upgrades in
Fanwood. The company explained to
residents in attendance that working at
night was unavoidable because of traf-
fic safety concerns and thanked
homeowners for their patience. Work
on Martine, La Grande and Trenton
Avenues is complete. Service installs
are slated for Vinton Circle, Cray Ter-
race and Chetwood Terrace. The project
will be finished in October.

The council approved a first read-
ing on an amended 2014 budget. The
new budget will result in a slightly
lower local tax rate. School board
and state taxes remain the same. A
public hearing will take place at the
Wednesday, June 4 council meeting.

Councilman Jack Molenaar also
announced that, at its next meeting
on May 28, the planning board will
be at work on new zoning policies to
promote growth on South Avenue.


