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l'ennemi du journaliste

BOYLE, DoCAMPO KEY HITS; PERCONTE KEY SNAGS; DeMARTINO CONTROLS ON THE MOUND

Blue Devils Topple GL, 5-3, for 14th UCT Baseball Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Triskaidekaphobia no more!
Clutch hits, run saving catches
and a strong pitching perfor-
mance from Brad DeMartino
guided the third-seeded Westfield
High School baseball team to its
14th Union County Tournament
(UCT) championship with a 5-3
victory over top-seeded Gover-
nor Livingston at Kean Univer-
sity in Union on May 11.

The Blue Devils won No. 13 in
2012 with a 13-3 victory over

Union but were denied their quest
for No. 14 with an 8-0 setback to
Cranford last year. UCT title No.
12 came way back in 2006. This
time, DeMartino recorded eight
strikeouts and walked only one,
while allowing six hits.

“Our kids played relaxed. We
fell behind. We didn’t panic, which
has been the story of our team all
year. We have an 11-game win-
ning streak, and six were our last
at-bat. So we are never going to
quit,” Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster said.

“I just kept pounding the zone.

It was nice when we scored that
run in the first inning. I knew I
could just go out there and throw
strikes. I didn’t have to do any-
thing too crazy,” DeMartino said.

“He was tough as nails. Fortu-
nately, we have a deep pitching
staff, and we had Jack Bunting
ready if we needed. We had Mike
Androconis. We had every pitcher
we needed ready. Five runs is all
we need. It was a nice win for our
guys,” Coach Brewster said.

The Blue Devils did score once
in the top of the first inning when
leadoff hitter Anthony Perconte
singled, and after Tyler Bowman
walked, Perconte scored on a
throwing error. Even though the
Highlanders turned a double play

to end the inning, the Blue Devils
forced Ethan Frohman, who en-
tered the game with a 6-0 record,
to throw a lot of pitches, and with
the exception of the fifth inning,
that strategy continued.

“We got him at 135. That was
our goal to make him pitch a lot.
We thought maybe we could get
him out early, but they left him in
and that worked to our advan-
tage, because the more pitches
we saw the more we were going
to hit him,” DeMartino said.

The Highlanders tagged
DeMartino for two runs in the
bottom of the first. Barron Natelli
doubled and scored on Ryan
Jenning’s fading triple down the
right field line. Ian Lynch hopped
a groundout to third as Jennings
scuffed the plate.

The Highlanders threatened

again in the second. With run-
ners on base, John Tedesco
launched a shot toward the left-
centerfield fence, but Perconte
turned on the jets and managed
to haul it in to save two runs.

“There was two outs, first and
second, I heard it hit hard. I took
one look at it. It was going over
my head, and I turned straight at
it and ran as hard as I could. After
it was coming down, I looked up
and got it about two or three feet
in front of the warning track,”
Perconte described.

“No doubt about it. We saw it
and I said, ‘Oh my God! Now we
are down 4-1, and he ran that
sucker down then he ran two
down in right-center. There isn’t
anybody better than him. If there
is, I got to see him,” Coach
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