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– Obituaries – Grant Risch, 89, U.S. Army Veteran;
Pioneer In International Business

Grant Risch, 89, passed away on
Monday, May 5, in North Wales, Pa.
Mr. Risch was born in Brooklyn,
N.Y. and attended Huntington High
School on Long Island, N.Y. He
served in the Army as an
infantryman and informa-
tion specialist in Europe
during World War II. Af-
ter graduating from
Lehigh University, Pa. in
1948 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Metal-
lurgical Engineering he
began his career with
Ingersoll Rand.

Grant was a pioneer in
the international business
world, opening opportu-
nities for his company in
Western and Eastern Eu-
rope, the Middle East, Af-
rica, South Asia and the Far East.
While working in Vienna, Austria, he
met Elly and they married in 1950.
Together they raised their four sons,
each born in a different country, while
dealing with political upheavals and
the ups and downs of the interna-
tional business world. He accom-
plished all of this before the advent of
modern communication technology.
He retired in 1983 as president of
Asia Pacific Operations from
Ingersoll Rand.

After living overseas for a major
part of his career, he and his family
moved to Westfield, N.J., where his
sons graduated from high school.
Grant and Elly continued to live in
New Jersey until recently relocating

to the Philadelphia area to be near
their son, Victor. Grant never ceased
to entertain his friends and family
with accounts of his adventures, which
were so numerous that he continued to

fascinate everyone with
new stories until his fi-
nal days. He was a lov-
ing husband, devoted fa-
ther, and a mentor to his
children and grandchil-
dren.

He is survived by his
wife of 63 years, Elly
(Nitsch), four sons, and
eight grandchildren: son
Victor and wife Mary
Jane, their children,
Laura, Grant (wife
Kathryn) and Martin;
son Robert and wife
Patricia, their children,

Lillian, Peter (wife Sara) and Jesse;
son John and wife Barbara West; and
son Thomas and wife Catherine and
their children, Emily Weiss and
Hannah Weiss. He is predeceased by
his father, Rene; mother, Lillian
(Grant), and brother, Martin.

The funeral service was held on
Monday, May 12, at 11 a.m. at the
Mary Mother of the Redeemer Catho-
lic Church in North Wales, Pa. Burial
followed at St. John Neumann Cem-
etery in Chalfont, Pa. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in his memory may be
made to the National Audubon Soci-
ety, www.audubon.org. Arrangements
were by the Scanlin Funeral Home,
www.scanlinfuneralhome.com.
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Kelly Mazzucco, 18, Enjoyed Family;
Known For Love of Life and People

Kelly Mazzucco, 18, passed away
on Saturday, May 3, 2014, at Me-
morial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Cen-
ter, N.Y., surrounded
by her loving family.

Kelly was born in New
Brunswick, N.J. on
March 28, 1996 and was
a lifelong resident of
Westfield, N.J. Kelly was
a senior at Westfield High
School and had been ac-
cepted to Yale Univer-
sity, which she planned
to attend in the fall. She
struggled for 12½ years
with cancer, and despite
many setbacks and ob-
stacles, she remained
committed to achieving her dreams.
Kelly’s favorite quote, “Courage isn’t
having the strength to go on — it’s
going on when you don’t have the
strength,” inspired her every day. Her
love of life and others and commit-
ment to living to the fullest was appar-
ent in everything she did. The little
things in life mattered most to Kelly

and her optimism and contagious smile
would light up anyone’s day.

In her free time, she enjoyed spend-
ing time with her family,
baking, listening to Tay-
lor Swift and playing pi-
ano.

Kelly is survived by her
loving parents, David and
Karen Mazzucco; her
brother, Marc; and her sis-
ter, Julia.

A Funeral Mass was
held at Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in
Westfield, N.J. on
Wednesday, May 7, 2014.
An endearing candlelight
vigil organized by her

friends and classmates followed in
the evening at Westfield High School.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations in Kelly’s memory
to Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center in support of pediatric cancer
research at http://mskcc.convio.net/
goto/Kelly_Mazzucco.
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Ann Lucchesi, 85, Ret. Bank Executive;
Was Lifelong Resident of Westfield

Ann R. Lucchesi, 85, a lifelong
resident of Westfield and Lavallette,
N.J., died on Saturday morning, May
10, 2014.

Ms. Lucchesi was born September
17, 1928 in Westfield, the
first child of Vincent and
Anna Lucchesi.

A 1946 graduate of
Westfield High School,
she began her career with
the National Bank of
Westfield and then at-
tended banking school in
Elizabeth, N.J. upon the
urging of her mentor,
Harry A. Giuditta. Ann
proceeded to work her
way up from teller to be-
come a bank vice-presi-
dent and branch manager
with the Central Jersey
Bank and Trust Company in
Mountainside, N.J.

Ann was a communicant of the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church,
member of the Holy Trinity Seniors
Group and served as treasurer of the
Rosary Society.

Ann loved spending time at her
Lavallette home that was the scene of
many cherished moments with fam-
ily and friends for over five decades.
She also had great civic pride in the
Town of Westfield and lived her life
with a deep commitment to the com-

munity, her faith and her family and
friends, who will all miss her dearly.

Ms. Lucchesi is predeceased by her
parents and brother, Carl J. Lucchesi.

She is survived by a nephew,
Vincent S. Lucchesi, and
his wife, Susan, of Sea
Girt, N.J., and niece, Anna
V. Gahm, and her hus-
band, Doug, of Denville,
N.J., and four grand-
nieces, Meghan, Ashley,
Allison and Emily, and
one grandnephew, Bran-
don. Ann is also survived
by some lifetime friends
and many cousins who
were always thought of
as immediate family.

A Mass of Christian
Burial will be held today,
Thursday, May 15, at 10

a.m. at The Catholic Church of Holy
Trinity in Westfield. Interment will
immediately follow at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia. Arrangements
are by Dooley Colonial Home in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Rosary Society of Holy Trinity,
315 First Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090
or to the Westfield Historical Society,
314 Mountain Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090.
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Sixth Why We Dance Event
Reflects Multiple Cultures

FANWOOD — Thirty-five danc-
ers braved the winds and freezing
rain to participate in the sixth an-
nual Why We Dance festival held
on March 29 at the Forest Road
Park Building in Fanwood. A free
event open to the community, Why
We Dance is designed to bring cul-
ture and dance to all ages.

The day started off with a belly
dance class taught by Kathleen
McMahon, also a registered nurse.
Ms. McMahon has traveled to
Burandi, Africa and across the
United States giving dance work-
shops. Her class focused on the
healing aspects of dance. She

stressed the importance of posture,
had all the students stand against
the wall to stretch back muscles,
and highlighted the Middle East
and African influences of dance.

Titilayo Majoyeogbe, whose par-
ents hail from Nigeria, taught a
rousing African dance that had stu-
dents leaping and jumping across
the room. She went over several
forms of African dance and then
did a short choreographed routine
with the students.

Tatianna J. Dorsey, a dance stu-
dent from Raritan Valley College,
taught a hip-hop dance to a Mind-
less Behavior song, “All Around
the World,” that got students from
all ages to dance. 

Free refreshments were provided
for the event via donations. The
Swiss Pastry Shoppe in Scotch
Plains donated Danish pastries.
Participants also were given door
prizes. Everything was free to those
who attended.

Additionally, Iris P. Nelson, a
naturalista (a woman who has natu-
ral hair) for the past four years,
shared her journey. She brought a
table full of products, a photo al-
bum detai l ing her daughter,
Kamryn’s, hair journey, and even
showed the audience how to make
their own natural hair products.

Why We Dance offers free
classes in hip-hop. For more infor-
mation,  contact  coordinator
Candace Waller  at
whywedance@gmail.com or (908)
432-2003.

This program is made possible
in part by a HEART (History, Edu-
cation, Arts Reaching Thousands)
Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

CELEBRATION OF DANCE...Titilayo Majoyeogbe leads an African Dance
class during the sixth annual Why We Dance festival on March 29 at the Forest
Road Park Building in Fanwood. Free and open to the community, Why We
Dance introduces dance and culture to participants of all ages.

CRANFORD — The Jardine
Academy will host an open house
on Monday, June 16, at 8:30 a.m.
The event will take place at 75 Rod
Smith Place in Cranford.

The Jardine Academy provides el-
ementary and secondary education
for children and young adults, ages
3 to 21, with multiple disabilities.
The curriculum is aligned with the
New Jersey Common Core Stan-
dards and focuses on self-care, health
and fitness, interpersonal skills,
mobility and functional academics.

The facility offers a state-of-the-
art design to simulate a “Main
Street” environment where students
can practice and develop their com-
munity interaction skills. Some of
the features on “Main Street” in-
clude a “Fun Zone” containing
adaptive games and toys; a store; an

apartment; a fitness center and a
library.

The open house will be free and
will include a continental breakfast.
Topics will include an overview of
the multiply disabled population;
mobility training; medical concerns,
and specialized services such as oc-
cupational therapy, physical therapy,
speech therapy, assistive technology
and augmentative technology.

Anyone interested in attending
Jardine Academy’s Open House is
asked to call Principal Cynthia
Isaksen at (908) 603-1463 to make
a reservation. The Jardine Acad-
emy is a private school for children
with special needs and is operated
by the Cerebral Palsy League (CPL).
For more information on CPL, call
(908) 709-1800 or visit
thecplinc.org.

Jardine Academy to Host
Open House Event in June

Tour to Feature Gardens
Of Mountainside Homes

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Restoration
Committee’s “Tour of
Mountainside’s Gardens” will take
place on Saturday, June 7, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., with a special Gar-
den Tour lunch planned from noon
to 4 p.m. at the Publick House.

The committee has lined up six
unique private home gardens which
will be decked out in late-spring splen-
dor. Garden fans can start touring in
the morning and lunch afterward, or
lunch first and tour gardens in the
afternoon in any order they wish.

One of the gardens on the tour is
located on Wood Valley Road and
reflects a true love of gardening in
the hands-on gardener homeowners.
This garden showcases an array of
perennials and includes a unique
solution for deer-proofing. Addition-
ally, there will be a display of art by
Mountainside’s own Bob Yurochko,
a landscape and still-life painter in
the American impressionism style.

Other homes on the tour are
uniquely themed and will feature a
garden boutique, raffle, photo dis-
play and refreshments.

Advance tickets are $45 for the
tour and lunch or $30 for the tour
only and can be purchased online
at mountainsidehistory.org or at
Christoffers Flowers & Gifts, lo-
cated at 860 Mountain Avenue in
Mountainside. Limited tickets also

will be sold on the day of the tour
at each Garden Tour location for
$35 for the tour and $15 for lunch.

All proceeds from the tour and
lunch will  be used by the
Mountainside Restoration Com-
mittee for restoration and mainte-
nance of the historic Hetfield and
Levi Cory houses. For further in-
formation, call (908) 789-9420 or
go to mountainsidehistory.org.

Margaret Baker Walker, 95, Honored
For Work In League of Women Voters

Margaret Baker Walker passed
away on Friday, April 18, 2014, at
age 95, in Walnut Creek, Calif. She
was born March 14, 1919 to Mar-
guerite Kirkpatrick Baker and
Arthur Davidson Baker, Sr. in Phila-
delphia, Pa.

Margaret attended Friends Central
School in Wynnwood, Pa. In 1939 she
graduated from Swarthmore College
with an Honors degree in Economics.
She later married George L. Walker, a
champion swimmer and hydraulic
engineer, and in 1947 they adopted
Diane Walker. In 1957 the family
moved from Philadelphia to Westfield.

Margaret was extremely active in
the League of Women Voters. She
edited the New Jersey Citizen’s Hand-
book, which explained New Jersey
voting laws and procedures and listed
congressional districts by commu-
nity. She held board positions in lo-
cal, state and national Leagues. In
2005, a Legislative Resolution was
passed commending her for her civic
leadership with the LWV in the areas
of housing, school funding, health

care, budget issues and her work on
the United Nations Committees for
Women and Children.

Margaret also volunteered as a Girl
Scout Leader, delivered Mobile Meals
and served as an appointed member
of the board of trustees of the New
Jersey Youth Corrections Institutions.
An avid reader, she also liked to cook,
sew, swim and camp in the outdoors.
She enjoyed traveling and was espe-
cially interested in the Peace Institute
in Costa Rica.

Margaret was preceded in death by
her husband, George, in 1985. She is
survived by her daughter, Diane Straus
of Berkeley, Calif.; her granddaugh-
ters, Erica and Amber Straus, and her
great-granddaughter, Kali Matsu Wil-
son-Straus, of Oakland, Calif.

A small family gathering was held
on Friday, May 9.

A donation to the American Friends
Service Committee, 1501 Cherry
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19102, may
be made in her memory.
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Westfield’s Vedder to Walk
100 Hole Hike For Autism

WESTFIELD — On Monday,
June 30, Westfield resident Kevin
Vedder will participate for the sec-
ond consecutive year in the 100
Hole Hike, in an effort to raise funds
and awareness for Els for Autism.
Els for Autism is a foundation
started by PGA Tour golfer Ernie
Els, whose son has autism.

The Hundred Hole Hike is a na-
tional network of golf marathons
during which participants plan to
walk 100 or more holes of golf in a
single day to raise money for a
variety of charitable causes. Mr.
Vedder’s choice of Els for Autism
as a charity is close to his heart, as
he is walking the 100-plus holes in
honor of his 5-year-old son,
Seamus, who has been diagnosed
with autism.

Els for Autism looks to raise
money in order to develop learning
centers of excellence, focusing on
educational programs for students,
access to a component of doctors,
speech therapists and specialists,
and funding scientific research

aimed at understanding autism and
developing knowledge-based treat-
ments with the intention of finding
a cure.

Mr. Vedder’s plan is to start with
the first tee shot before 5:30 a.m.
and conclude at approximately 8
p.m. He said he is thankful for the
support of friends and family who
have donated to the cause and have
offered to walk a part of the way
with him. He is hoping to raise
$10,000 by way of his Hike, which
will take place at Rockaway River
Country Club in Denville.

On his blog about the effort, Mr.
Vedder stated, “If you’d be inter-
ested in contributing to the cause, I
thank you greatly for your support.
If not, that’s perfectly fine, too, but
please do make an effort to have
awareness and acceptance of both
children and adults you may come
across with autism. Thanks for your
support.”

To support Mr. Vedder, visit
hundredholehike.com/golfers/
kevin-vedder.

GOING THE DISTANCE...Kevin Vedder of Westfield, pictured, gears up for his
participation on Monday, June 30, in the 100 Hole Hike to raise money and
awareness for Els for Autism. A charitable organization, Els for Autism was
founded by PGA Tour golfer Ernie Els who, like Mr. Vedder, has a child with
autism.

Optimist and Rotary Team
To Support Furniture Assist

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Westfield Optimist Club and Ro-
tary Club will again demonstrate
their commitment to community
service by sponsoring a collection
of household items to support Fur-
niture Assist. It will take place on
Saturday, May 31, from 9 a.m. to
noon in the Westfield Memorial
Pool parking lot.

Based in Kenilworth, Furniture
Assist was established to provide
furniture, appliances and other
household items, free of charge, to
families or individuals in need. Fur-
niture Assist accepts donations
from individuals and organizations
that have items they are looking to
get rid of, yet are still in good
useable condition.

Items accepted for collection in-
clude “gently used” light furniture,
working appliances and electron-
ics, kitchen and cooking supplies,
clothes, linens, towels, books, pic-
tures and toys. For larger and heavier
items that do not fit in a car, call
(973) 868-6007 to arrange a pickup.
A minimum $40 fee will be charged
to cover transportation costs.

Anyone with items to give or in
need, or seeking more information
about Furniture Assist, may call

(973) 868-6007 or access
furnitureassist.com/

For information about the Opti-
mist Club of Westfield, go to
westfieldnj.com/optimist, and for
information about the Rotary Club
of Westfield,  visi t
westfieldrotary.com.

PCW Slates Benefit
Fish-Chips Dinner

WESTFIELD — The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield will hold
its annual Fish and Chips Dinner on
Friday, May 30. Meals will be
served continuously from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m.

Proceeds will support The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield’s part-
ner church in Livingstone, Zambia.
Fish and chips or fried chicken ten-
ders and chips dinners, catered by
Argyle Restaurant of Kearny, will
be available.

The cost will be $15 for adult
meals and $6 for children’s meals.
Dine-in or drive-through takeout
options will be available. For more
information or to place an order,
stop by or call the church office at
(908) 233-0301. The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield is located at
140 Mountain Avenue.

NAMI to Focus
On Peer Support

WESTFIELD — Jay Yudof, NAMI
New Jersey’s Recovery Programs
coordinator, will give an overview of
peer support and NAMI New Jersey’s
programs at the NAMI Union County
chapter’s public presentation on Tues-
day, May 27, at 7:30 p.m. It will take
place at American Legion Post No. 3,
located at 1003 North Avenue, West,
in Westfield.

The forum will offer participants
an opportunity to become acquainted
with peer support, both as a career
choice and for support with recovery.

Audience participation is welcome
at NAMI meetings. Snacks and free
literature are provided. There is no
charge to attend. For further informa-
tion or in the event of inclement
weather, call (908) 233-1628 or e-
mail namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Ann R. Lucchesi


