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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

In 100 Years, Will Kean Purchase
Benefit Surrounding Communities?

Your recent editorial “Should Kean
Univ. Pay Taxes If It Acquires Merck
Property?” (May 1) is well thought out
and addresses several important issues.
However, there are multiple sides to most
questions, and this is no exception. Be-
fore I proceed further, fairness dictates,
and my understanding of the state’s eth-
ics laws requires that I disclose that I have
been teaching at Kean University for the
past 47 years. My comments, however,
are mine and mine alone, and they do not
in any way reflect an official position of
the university or any of its spokesper-
sons.

Moreover, I have been involved with
quite a few non-profit organizations in
Westfield, but make no claim to speak for
any of them.

I agree with you that taxes are too high.
Our municipal and county employees,
however, work hard to keep us safe, to
keep our streets clear, clean and in good
repair. They deserve to earn a decent
living and provide for their families. I do
not mind paying for services I need or
use. I do expect those services to be
provided in an efficient and effective
manner. Like you, I do not want to pay
even a nickel more than my fair share.

The real issue is “what is a fair share?”
Should a childless couple pay the same
school tax as a family with children in the
schools? Is it fair for a couple with one
child to pay the same school tax as a
couple with five children? If private
schools have to pay property tax, and that
tax is necessarily reflected in higher tu-
ition, is it fair for parents of the students,
in effect, to pay taxes to support both the
private and the public schools? Your
answer to these questions will depend on
your own perspective.

More than 100 years ago a town in
New Jersey had a mill pond in the center
of town. On one side was a tannery: on
the other was a dump. The resulting stench
was unbearable. A local developer of-
fered to clean up the area, break up the
surrounding land into narrow plots and
build houses, which would bring in
needed tax revenue. A neighbor sug-

gested instead that the town should buy
the land and turn it into a park. When the
resulting debate prevented the town from
purchasing the land, the neighbor formed
a citizens group and raised private funds
to purchase the land and create the park.

A hundred years later you can ask
yourself whether the improved quality of
life, and the attractiveness of the town
brought about at least in part by William
Edgar Reeve’s efforts to create
Mindowaskin Park have improved
Westfield’s property values sufficiently
to offset the lost tax revenue. Personally,
I don’t know how to measure that, but I
enjoy the park and the town.

Kean University has grown dramati-
cally over the past decades. That growth
has encouraged the creation of a train
station bringing commuters and revenue
to Union Township. A national book-
store chain is poised to open a facility on
the campus that will serve the Morris
Avenue corridor from Elizabeth to Union.
Kean now provides several thousand jobs
to individuals, many of whom live and
pay taxes in Union, Elizabeth, Cranford,
Westfield and other Union County towns.

The growth of the University has con-
tributed to housing development in the
area bringing in construction jobs and
even more revenue to the township and
the county. I suspect that many local
merchants would agree that they benefit
directly from the growth of the univer-
sity.

Liberty Hall Museum, cultural pro-
grams and athletics all tend to make the
university a destination, bringing even
more business to the area. Does all of this
offset the tax revenue lost by Union Town-
ship? I believe it does, but you already
know my bias. Likewise, I believe that
the potential expansion of the university
into the former Merck property, should
the university decide to pursue that route,
will be looked back upon a hundred years
from now as a move that ultimately ben-
efited the surrounding communities.

Stanley H. Lipson
Westfield

Are They Trying to Create Another
Hoboken on East Broad Street?

I read with interest the piece in the May
8th edition of The Leader stating that the
Westfield Town Council is considering
modifying the municipal ordinance per-
taining to liquor licenses in town, possi-
bly allowing five additional full-liquor
licenses. In other words, allowing the
creation of five new bars in town, more
than doubling what we already have.

What are they trying to do, create an-
other Hoboken? Are three bars in town
not enough? Hoboken is a gentrified city
with a large population of young singles.
A goodly number of bars is appropriate in
such a place. Westfield, on the other
hand, is a quiet, suburban residential town
with a great downtown shopping area
consisting of restaurants, banks, and a

great selection of large and small stores
of all varieties. Do we really want to
create a ‘bar’ atmosphere?

I readily admit I have spent probably
too much time in bars in my younger days
and have seen far too many bar fights and
other incidents. So my last request to the
Council is before you pass such an ordi-
nance, please get testimony from the
Westfield Police Department on their
experience with the three existing bars in
town and whether or not they are in favor
of five more licenses.

I urge all Westfield citizens to strongly
oppose such an ordinance.

Bruce Long
Westfield

UCC Will Raise River Water And
Flooding, Not Academics

With the stroke of a magic pen mul-
tiple problems are solved!

How do you make a failing college
look successful, inflate bureaucrats’ egos,
make resumes fatter and attract more
money to fill a magic “piggy bank?”
Abracadabra! Demolish a forest near a
flood zone and build a sports complex.
Then drain the water into Nomahegan
Lake that connects to the ever-flooded
Rahway River. That is what Union County
College is doing. Contract bids to remove
approximately 700 trees are being col-
lected.

These are some of the academic facts
that magic will not help:

According to completecollege.org,
UCC ties for 18th or 19th lowest out of 20
two-year New Jersey colleges. It has only
6 percent graduating! On the website
colleges.findthebest.com., UCC again
competed for 18th and 19th lowest place
out of 20 two-year N.J. colleges in the
category of “Smart Rating” that included

the criteria of academic excellence, col-
lege ranking, etc.

For this magic to work, forget flooding.
Shortchange academics. Ignore rumblings
of the staff, 1,500 signatures on a petition
against it and the alternate sites offered.
Disregard resolutions by the Township of
Cranford and opposition from the Cranford
Board of Education, Environmental Com-
mission, and Flood Advisory Board. Tune
out the Freeholders’ opposition. Pay no
heed to the Rahway River Watershed
Association. Resumes, egos and the
public’s awareness of poor academic rat-
ings are at stake!

With the stroke of a pen, the elites will
magically transform a failing college’s
forest into a bureaucrat’s wonderland. We
don’t see magic. We see failure. This
magic will do nothing to raise the abysmal
academic record, but will raise river water
and exacerbate flooding. That is not magic!

Stanley Kipness
Cranford

Is It Me, Old Age or Is
New Harder Than Old?

I just noticed the other day that the
meters in the parking lots have been
changed. I noticed this because I
thought the first one I tried was bro-
ken and finally got the second one to
work with two minds (the person
standing behind me) working on it.

In thinking about it, I came to the
conclusion that it was not the ma-
chine that was harder to use, but the
approaching of “Old, Old” age. Well
today, I was the third person in line
and the two people in front of me
were in their mid to late 20s and were
as clueless as I was the first time I
tried to use the new meters.

In this day, shouldn’t the new
meters be easier to use than the old
ones? Which raises another question.
Why did we need new meters – just to
make them harder for people to use?

Edward Murphy
Westfield

Thanks for Supporting
Postmen Food Drive
Many thanks to our patrons who

donated to the letter carriers 2014
food drive on May 10th. Our local
food pantries accept donations
throughout the year. If you were un-
able to get there you can always leave
your food donations by the mailbox
and your letter carrier will make sure
it gets to them.

Thanks again.
Rick Naples

Scotch Plains Letter Carriers

Furniture Assist Thanks Many
In addition to all of our Sponsors,

Patrons, and Friends and our host, Jay’s
Cycle Center, for the April 26 FUNdraiser
for Furniture Assist, Inc., we received
invaluable support and advice from some
of the executive officers and their staffs
of non-profits in town.

Paula Ehoff (coo, Westfield Area Y)
and Sherry Cronin (executive director,
Downtown Westfield Corporation)
helped me, starting with initial plans for
the event. Heather Robinson, (former
executive director of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce) and her staff,

Mary Cirillo and Jackie Walters, helped
with publicity and set up at the event.
Dierdre Gelline (executive director,
Westfield United Fund) was my rock.
She spent several hours with me and was
available for help on a drop-in basis.

Dawson Yeomans, the president and
founder of Furniture Assist, Inc., joins
me in thanks. We could not have done it
without you!

Peggy Rothbaum
Westfield Volunteer

Furniture Assist, Inc.

Good Deeds, Be Prepared and
Random Acts of Kindness

Does Banning Cigarette Smoking
While Legalizing Pot Make Sense?

Good deeds can happen randomly. Some are sched-
uled on a regular basis by many organizations in our
region. It’s a good feeling to know they are there.

An example of some of these organizations: The
letter carriers collect food for the needy. The Opti-
mist Club of Westfield is teaming up with Furniture
Assist to help those in need of furnishings. Many
churches have clothing drives to help the poor stay
warm. If you’re injured or need medical care, the
volunteer rescue squads step up to the plate. We’re
fortunate to have such people in our society. They are
too numerous to name in this article.

A thriving youth organization across the country
and active in this area leads with the motto “Be
Prepared” — the Boy Scouts.

We were heartened to learn from Scouting Maga-
zine, in an article by Bryan Wendell, that Boy Scout
Troop No. 368 from Berkeley Heights was prepared
when they encountered a lady with a broken ankle
while hiking in Harriman State Park in New York on
April 5, 2014. True to their training and dedication
to help, the boys made a splint for her broken ankle,

crafted a makeshift stretcher and carried her down
the trail to an arriving ambulance. All ended well.

Scoutmaster Rick Jurgens of the Berkeley Heights
troop is a Westfield firefighter. Hats off to him for his
volunteer work with the boys. As written in the
article, “We work on these requirements, and here’s
an opportunity where it was a true test of all those
First Class, Second Class first-aid requirements,”
Scoutmaster Jurgens said. “They got to use it and use
it for real. And they did an outstanding job.”

The lady in need turned out to be NBC journalist
Ann Curry. She graciously thanked them. Ms. Curry
wrote: “You are a credit to the Boy Scouts and to
your families, and I want you to know I am deeply
grateful for your kindness and skill.”

You may recall incidents in your life where good
deeds happened from strangers. Perhaps you lost
your wallet and it was turned in to the police with all
money intact. Maybe you fell and were helped up by
a stranger.

We salute all the good deeds and are grateful to
learn of random acts of kindness.

A lot of actions our state legislators take just do not
make any sense. The latest is a ban on smoking on
both public and private college campuses in New
Jersey. This follows action by one of our local
Senators, Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), to legalize
marijuana in the Garden State. Will pot be permitted
in all those new dorm rooms now under construction
at Kean University as well as throughout the campus
and at Rutgers, Montclair State, etc.? Isn’t pot smok-
ing more dangerous to both one’s physical health
and mental health than cigarettes ever were?

The smoking ban bill, A-1978, sponsored by As-
semblywoman Celeste Riley (D-3rd, Salem), and
which was approved by the Assembly Higher Edu-
cation Committee by a 4-3 tally, “would amend the
New Jersey Smoke-Free Air Act to prohibit smoking
in any area of any building of, or on the grounds of,
or in any facility owned, leased, or controlled by, any
public or private institution of higher education in
this state,” according to a press release put out by the
Assembly Democrats. The bill follows the
Assembly’s passage of legislation in March to ban
smoking in New Jersey’s public parks and beaches.

“This (smoking ban on college campuses) bill
sends a clear message — healthy living habits begin
when we’re young,” Asw. Riley said through the

press release.
But how does that statement make sense if pot is

legalized in the state? Under Senator Scutari’s bill,
S-1896, residents could carry up to an ounce of
marijuana and grow up to six plants on their prop-
erty. Whatever happened to growing tomatoes and
other vegetables in the family garden?

Sen. Scutari wants to tax the sale of marijuana at
7 percent and use three-quarters of the new revenue
source to fund the state’s Transportation Trust Fund,
the fund that pays for road improvement projects
throughout the state. Another 10 percent would fund
women’s health such as for “family planning, post-
partum depression awareness, smoking cessation,
and HIV-awareness.”

What? The money from marijuana sales is going
to be used to fund programs to get people to stop
smoking cigarettes? Yet they can still smoke weed if
they are over the age of 21?

Perhaps marijuana smoking should remain illegal
although not with such heavy criminalization.

We need a lot less laws than we have, though the
laws that we do have need to be consistent and make
sense. Legalizing marijuana while significantly re-
ducing where smoking is permitted is not consistent,
in our view. Garwood Shop Rite

Company Policy
Having been a customer of Shop

Rite [Garwood Supermarket] since
its inception, despite the parking lot,
I find it difficult the store cannot take
into consideration for unforeseen cir-
cumstances.

Every year I have spent the re-
quired amount for redeemable prod-
ucts for Thanksgiving and Easter.
This year I was operated on April 17
and released from the hospital April
20. My husband tried to pick up a
ham April 21 and was told the dead-
line was April 19.

He was with me at the hospital at
that time. He tried to explain it to the
women at the desk and they said no.
I spoke to the assistant manager and
he said, “It was against company
policy.”

The ham isn’t the important thing
it’s the principle of the thing. Is this
the way Shop Rite helps the commu-
nity?

Louise Hamilton
Westfield

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Yang – To cry like a wild goose
2. Fatiferous – Deadly; destructive
3. Fantoccini – Puppets or marionettes
4. Squantum – A picnic

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PODEX
1. The feet and toes
2. A governor or chief magistrate
3. The rump or anal region
4. The last segment of a crustacean’s

limb
LOOB

1. Brushwood and thorns for making
and reparing hedges

2. Cornish for the sludge that comes
from washing tin ore

3. A ewe lamb or ewe mutton
4. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a ball
PODITTI

1. A kingfisher having a serrated yel-
low beak

2. A soft-shelled river tortoise
3. A grouchy old man; curmudgeon
4. A sand crab of the lower Mississippi

River region
DECOLLETAGE

1. A rogue, pirate, or thief
2. A wine cellar or place where wine is

stored or kept
3. A dress with a low cut neckline

bearing the neck and shoulders
4. To fade or erode

Garwood GOP Urges Primary Voting
As the chairman of the Garwood Re-

publican Committee I cannot stress
enough how important it is for our regis-
tered Republicans to vote in the upcom-
ing Primary Election on Tuesday, June
3rd. Our local candidates have been
awarded the official line by the Union
County Republican Committee chair and
are aligned with our congressman and
state legislators, any others are not the
official candidates of the Garwood GOP.

Our candidates, most who have previ-
ously served as district leaders, have at-
tended local and municipal meetings,
county meetings and conventions when
called. They have conducted voter regis-
trations and provided campaign assis-
tance to Republican candidates on all
levels by dropping campaign literature
and walking door to door with candi-
dates. They are outstanding members of
the Garwood community.

District 1 Carol Kearney is a Garwood
business owner, real estate agent and
attorneys assistant, assisted in writing
changes to a bill to grant pension benefits
to widows of Police and Fire officers
signed into law in 1996. Gene Jannotti –
Degreed in Math, Manager to large inter-
national corporations in the IT arena is
currently an active member of UNICO.

District 2 Cheryl Neidermaier is a life-
long resident of Garwood and attended

local schools. She is multi degreed and
employed as a regional sales manager to
a major consumer products distributor.
Glenn Sytko served on the Garwood BOE
and is retired Dep. Chief of the Irvington
Fire Dept. and served the borough as the
Director of the Office of Emergency
Management bringing it into compliance.

District 3 Patricia Quattrocchi – Mayor
and past councilwoman, a Union County
Republican Committee Vice Chair, State
Republican Committeewoman. John
Quattrocchi – founder and past president
of the Battleship NJ Historical Museum
Society, current NJ Assembly Sergeant
at Arms, as US Coast Guard Auxiliary Lt.
conducted candidate screenings of po-
tential USCG Academy applicants.

District 4 Victor DeFilippo – Prior
member Garwood BOE, Councilman,
served in the Marine Corps., Newark
Housing Auth. building inspector. Judy
DeFilippo – Respiratory therapist, former
owner/operator of family retail business.

The committee asks voters to support
the official candidates for Mayor, Coun-
cil and District Leaders/Committee per-
sons to continue to make Garwood the
best place to live, work and raise a family
and give to the residents the quality of life
they expect with a return on investment.

John Quattrocchi, Chairman
Garwood Republican Committee

See more letters on page 5

WITH SPRING COMES
GRASS CUTTING


