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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

HOW SWEET IT IS...New Jersey Secretary of Agriculture Douglas H. Fisher,
third from left, last week urged food processors to consider incorporating New
Jersey produce, honey and milk into their products and taking advantage of the
Made with Jersey Fresh and Made with Jersey Fresh Milk program. Secretary
Fisher visited chocolatier Diane Pinder, left, whose Donna & Company in
Kenilworth utilizes the Made with Jersey Fresh branding in the production of
CocoaBee caramels and soy-, gluten-, dairy-, processed sugar- and artificial
preservative-free chocolates using honey from Tassot Apiaries in Milford. Also
pictured is Beatrice Tassot, second from left, owner of Tassot Apiaries, and
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), in back, as they watch as a worker
makes caramel using New Jersey honey.

Bramnick: ‘Wiz-Gate’ Panel
Continues Partisan Attack

Christie, Cuomo Create Panel on
Future of PA; Bagger Named
New Jersey Governor Chris

Christie and New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo have announced the
creation of a bi-state Special Panel on
the Future of the Port Authority.

Governor Christie appointed PA
Commissioners Richard Bagger of
Westfield, his former chief of staff, and
newly appointed PA Chairman John
Degnan, a former New Jersey attorney
general, to the panel with Governor
Cuomo naming Commissioner Scott
Rechler, the chief executive officer and
chairman of a multi-billion dollar pri-
vate real estate company.

In addition, both governors named
counsels to the panel. Governor Christie
named Christopher Porrino, his chief
counsel who previously served as di-
rector of the Division of Law under the
New Jersey attorney general’s office.

Governor Cuomo named his coun-
sel, Mylan Denerstein, a former ex-
ecutive deputy attorney general and
former deputy fire commissioner for
legal affairs for the New York City
Fire Department. The Governor still
has one more appointment to make.

“...Recent events relating to the
George Washington Bridge have
raised questions regarding manage-
ment and governance that must be
analyzed and addressed. The accom-
panying legal issues must be fully
researched considering the laws of
both states, as well as federal legisla-
tion and the laws governing the fi-
nancial structure of the Port,” the
governors said in a joint statement.

Plainfield Appoints Proctor’s
Wife Health Officer

Plainfield has appointed Denise L.
Proctor, the wife of former Rahway
mayor and ex-Union County Free-
holder Rick Proctor, as the city’s
health officer effective May 12.

“The city has been without a per-
manent full-time health officer for
over a year,” said Mayor Adrian
Mapp, who served with Mr. Proctor
on the freeholder board.

A controversy ensued a few years
ago when Mr. Proctor resigned as
health officer of the Rahway Health
Department (when he became
mayor), a department that includes
Scotch Plains and Winfield, and tried
to get his wife installed as his re-
placement as health officer in 2011.
The state’s Local Finance Board later
filed a notice of violation against Mr.
Proctor for interfering with the city’s
hiring practices concerning the health
officer position by saying she also
should be paid $100,000. Mrs. Proc-
tor later withdrew her name from
consideration and Warren Hehl, who
was Cranford’s health officer at the
time, was hired by Rahway.

Mayor Mapp said Mrs. Proctor has
“over 16 years of health officer expe-
rience,” having worked for the Jersey
City, Bloomfield and Rahway health
departments as well as Union
County’s Division of Health.

Work Begins on $1.5 Billion
Goethals Bridge

Work has begun on the new $1.5-
billion Goethals Bridge that connects
Elizabeth to Staten Island. Construc-
tion is expected to last four years with

initial service commencing in late
2016 with completion of the bridge
occurring in late 2017.

The new bridge will be located di-
rectly south of the existing bridge.
There will be three lanes in each direc-
tion on both the new and old spans.

“After years of environmental and
permitting red tape, the Port Author-
ity today (May 7th) begins construc-
tion on its first new bridge in 83 years
and the entire region will soon see
major benefits as a result. Conges-
tion across this major thoroughfare
will be lessened for millions of driv-
ers, and thousands of jobs will be
created during the construction pro-
cess,” New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo said in a press release.

“The new bridge will include addi-
tional wide travel lanes and 12-foot
shoulders that will ease congestion and
accommodate anticipated future traf-
fic volumes,” Governor Cuomo added.

Sweeney Participates In
White House Panel

Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-
3rd, Gloucester) participated in a panel
at the White House last week regarding
the economy. Specifically, the Senate
President discussed his efforts to in-
crease the minimum wage here in New
Jersey and his support for President
Barack Obama’s efforts to raise the fed-
eral minimum wage to $10.10 an hour.

“It was an honor to speak at today’s
event and to share the story of how
New Jersey overcame misguided op-
position to raise the minimum wage,”
Sen. Sweeney said. “President Obama
is bringing that same fight to the na-
tion and experiencing the same oppo-
sition. People who work hard should
not be condemned to a life of poverty.
It’s time that Republicans joined
Democrats in support of lifting up
working people instead of holding
them down. It’s time to support a raise
in the federal minimum wage.”

Ex-Eliz. BOE President
Sentencing Postponed

The sentencing of a former Eliza-
beth Board of Education president
Marie Munn for incorrectly stating
her family’s income by over $100,000
in order to receive free or subsidized
lunches to the tune of $2,649 for her
children over six years, has been post-
poned, The Star-Ledger has reported.

Munn reportedly asked for the post-
ponement after the state Attorney
General’s Office filed its sentencing
recommendations on Thursday.

“The sentencing was adjourned at Ms.
Munn’s request to give her the opportu-
nity to respond to the state’s sentencing
submission,” her attorney Michael
Baldassare said told The Ledger. She
was convicted following a jury trial
in March with theft by deception and
tampering with public records.

A followup investigation by the state
Attorney General’s office led to the
indictments of former Elizabeth BOE
member Juan Donoso, 42, who was
charged with official misconduct and
tampering with public records for try-
ing to coverup that his wife also had
falsifieds an application for the federal
free lunch program for her kids. Also
indicted in the case were the board’s
attorney, Kirk Nelson, and its outside
counsel, Frank Capece of Cranford.

TRENTON — Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield), reiterated his call for the
Select Committee on Investigation
(SCI) to begin reforming the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey instead of making partisan at-
tacks on Governor Chris Christie and
his administration.

Asm. Bramnick believes the recent
subpoena of documents from Mike
DuHaime is “clear evidence” of par-
tisan politics. He also questioned
whether taxpayers should be paying
over $750,000 in legal fees incurred
by the committee when the U.S. at-
torney in New Jersey is also investi-
gating the issue.

“Chairman (John) Wisniewski has
now subpoenaed a political strate-
gist. Mike Duhaime was not a state
employee,” Asm. Bramnick stated.
“He is the class of the field and in
private business. An attack on Mike
Duhaime is ‘political warfare.’

“The one-sided Wiz-gate panel
continues to spend taxpayer dollars
duplicating efforts by the U.S. attor-
ney,” Asm. Bramnick said. “The tax-

payers are paying a steep price for an
issue that is already being examined
by law enforcement officials. When
politicians investigate politicians, the
process never ends. We should let the
U.S. attorney do his job and focus on
legislative solutions to the problems
at the Port Authority.”

“The question is why the chairman
will not discuss the reforms offered
to fix the Port Authority. Spending
millions of dollars against the Christie
administration does nothing to save
the taxpayers’ money. I have full con-
fidence that law enforcement will
deal with any wrongdoing. We should
move ahead with corrective measures
to fix the broken system at the author-
ity,” Asm. Bramnick said.

Asm. Bramnick noted that Republi-
cans have sponsored seven bills in the
General Assembly that reform the Port
Authority and other bi-state agencies.
Two of the bills sponsored by Assem-
bly Republican Amy Handlin (R-13th,
Red Bank), A-2855 and A-2858, have
been introduced in the New York State
Senate and are sponsored by Sen. An-
drew Lanza (R-Staten Island).

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com
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Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support
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Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

Rec. Commission Set For
Busy Summer Schedule

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship recreation commission was
briefed Monday night on a number of
projects either completed or set to be
completed soon as the busy summer
season approaches.

Recreation supervisor Stephen
Dahl informed the commission at its
monthly meeting that the parking lots
at Kramer Manor Park and Memorial
Park have been resurfaced and that
line striping is set to be completed in
the next two weeks. At memorial
Park, a curb cut has been made that
will enable maintenance vehicles to
drive onto the field without disturb-
ing the parking lot’s brick curbing.
The ice rink at Brookside Park has
been repaved, and Mr. Dahl said that
the new pavilion will be delivered
later this month and installed prior to
the start of the summer day camp
programs at the end of June.

In an effort to curtail vandalism
during overnight hours, an automatic
locking system for rest rooms at town-
ship parks will be installed this month.
Mr. Dahl said the times for the doors
to open for the day and lock for the
evening will be pre-set and he also
reassured commissioners that it will
not be possible for someone to find
themselves locked in overnight.

GPS systems will soon be installed
in most township vehicles so that
supervisors can track, monitor and
verify where township employees are
and have been during the work day
and also during weather emergen-
cies. A new bio-metric time card sys-

tem using employee fingerprints will
also be implemented soon, Mr. Dahl
reported. Both of these upgrades will
help to verify whether township ve-
hicles are being used properly and
will also aid greatly in verifying town-
ship activities and clean-up efforts
when federal or state money is avail-
able to help defray the costs of storm
recovery.

The recreation department’s new
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
spffields), which provides updated
information in field status and avail-
ability, is up and running and has
received 450 “likes.” Mr. Dahl noted
for the commission that the township
council last week approved a new
three-year contract through 2016 for
recreation and public works employ-
ees.

Registration for the summer bas-
ketball league starts on Tuesday, May
20 and is open to children entering
third through ninth grades. The fee is
$85. The small-fry camp still has
limited space available for children
who are three to five years old. The
annual Cultural Arts Summer Con-
cert series will start on Thursday,
July 10 and run every Thursday
evening through August 14. A final
schedule of performers and children’s
acts will be available soon.

Total receipts at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, including the mini-golf fa-
cility and building rentals, amounted
to $34,988 in April, nearly $2,000
more than a year earlier. The year-to-
date total is $60,670.

The commission’s next meeting
will be on Monday, June 9.

Muñoz Named to Top 50
Healthcare Power List

TRENTON — Assemblywoman
Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21st) has been
named by PolitickerNJ.com as
among the top 50 in its Special
Healthcare Power List. The list ranks
the power brokers who help influ-
ence and impact New Jersey’s medi-
cal field. Asm. Muñoz is one of four
Assembly members named to the
list.

“I am especially honored by this
recognition,” said Asw. Muñoz, who
is a clinical nurse specialist. “I have
dedicated most of my life to ensur-
ing patients are treated with the dig-
nity and compassion they deserve.
As a legislator, I am fortunate to
have input into public policies, which
affect the healthcare field and am
proud to be named with my other
legislative colleagues to this presti-
gious list.”

Asw. Muñoz, who is a member of
the Assembly Health and Senior Ser-
vices Committee and Women and
Children Committee, is the sponsor

of the “Higher Education Epineph-
rine Emergency Treatment Act,”
which allows colleges and univer-
sities to develop a policy for the
emergency administration of epi-
nephrine to a member of their cam-
pus community to treat an anaphy-
laxis attack.

She also has sponsored legislation
that provides for the training of emer-
gency medical technicians to admin-
ister an antidote in cases of opioid
overdoses; allows for the screening
of newborn infants for genetic muta-
tions associated with hereditary
hemochromatosis; prohibits the sale
of products containing
dextromethorphan to minors; and
permits attending advanced practice
nurses to determine the cause of death
and execute a death certification of a
patient if the nurse is the patient’s
primary caregiver.

County’s Dispatch Center
Recognized Internationally

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that the county’s Depart-
ment of Public Safety’s dispatch cen-
ter has met internationally recognized
training standards for public safety
telecommunicators, resulting in the
April 28 award of P33 Certification
by the Association of Public-Safety
Communications Officials (APCO).

In the U.S., achieving P33 Certifica-
tion enables public safety agencies to
ensure that their training programs meet
the APCO American National Standards.
The three-year certification cycle re-
quires both initial training for new dis-
patchers, as well as a continuing educa-
tion program for current dispatchers.

Union County’s emergency dis-
patch services underwent a signifi-
cant expansion in 2012 with the open-
ing of the new state-of-the-art Union
County Police Regional Dispatch
Center. The new nine-console facil-

ity replaced the county’s former dis-
patch center at the Ralph Froehlich
Public Safety Building in Westfield,
which had only two consoles.

In addition to handling emergency
dispatch for county operations, the
dispatch center provides municipali-
ties with a county-local shared ser-
vice opportunity for handling their
police, fire, 911, and/or EMS calls.

Current participants in the dispatch
center include Clark, Fanwood, Hill-
side, Mountainside, Roselle, Roselle
Park, Scotch Plains, Springfield, the
Township South Orange in Essex
County, and two paramedic units
operated by Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital in Rahway.

For its achievement, the Union
County Police Regional Dispatch Cen-
ter will be recognized by APCO on
Wednesday, August 6 during the
organization’s 80th Annual Conference
and Expo in New Orleans.

See More Gov. News on Page 17


