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�Free Parking  

Located EAST of TD Bank & ShopRite

opposite Hillcreat Avenue

Over Twenty Years o f  Serv ice

300 South Avenue 908.518.4360
Newly Inspired Kings Garwood       

 

WHAT'S NEW 
IN KINGS 

GARWOOD

& EXPANDED 
DEPARTMENTS

THE FIRST

200
CUSTOMERS ON

 May 23rd

will receive a free
culinary gift

  Grand Re-Opening
Celebration

May 23
rd

 - May 25
th

, 2014 

Pasta Cutting Ceremony: 11:00am

Tastings & in-store events: 11am - 4pm

Kings Nutritionist 5/23 & 5/24: 11am - 2pm 

JUST ARRIVED! 
In Stores Within 
24 Hours. 
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FIVE-BORO TOUR...Claire Lynch, Evie Miller and Jack Lynch, all of Westfield,
catch up on local news prior to taking the Staten Island Ferry to the Five Boro
Bike Tour, a 40-mile ride they completed on May 4.

CAINE MUTINY...May 3 marked the reunion of the veterans of the destroyers
USS Doyle and the USS McComb, held in Savannah, Ga.  While their numbers are
receding into World War II history, the remainders still meet yearly to relive the
events one more time and to retell the same stories once more. David Norwine of
Westfield, with his wife, Peggy, in front, holds up The Westfield Leader to help
publicize how his ship, the USS Doyle, was used in filming of the 1954 movie The
Caine Mutiny with Humphrey Bogart. “None of the filming was done at sea,” said
Mr. Norwine. The action scenes were real from the Navy archives – including the
infamous scene of his destroyer cutting across its own tow line of the target buoy.
The USS McComb was battered in a kamikaze attack, he laments.

Mill Road on the eastern part of the
property bordering Westfield.

Anthony Rocco, an executive with
Toll Brothers, testified that the
townhomes would sell in the $700,000
range and be for active adults who want
to downsize, but still have room enough
to entertain.

“We generally build three different
models,” Mr. Rocco said. He said all
units would have first-floor master bed-
rooms and two-car garages. He said
there would be no children to impact
the school system. He said the
reconfiguration of the golf course would
have to be done in order to accommo-
date the access road and the townhomes.

Planning Board Attorney Philip
Morin made clear that Toll Brothers
has no role in realigning the golf course.
Mr. Rocco said the first step is for the
golf course to relocate the holes and
secure the easement for the access road.

Michael Lanzafama, an engineer for
Toll Brothers, showed the board a
colorized exhibit of the site plan. “The
13th hole would be modified for en-
trance to the access road,” he said.

He also said the road would come out
on Lamberts Mill Road opposite
Kirkland Circle. He said the townhomes
would have two-car garages with ample
parking in the driveways for a third car.
He said there would be 223 parking
places in all, with 196 for the townhomes
and 27 spots for visitor parking. He said
impervious surface would comprise 45.4
percent of the 14.6 acres. He said the
roadways would be 24 feet wide with
pedestrian access to the clubhouse.

 “We would be asking the board to
exempt the requirement for a sidewalk
along the access road because it would
be unsafe for pedestrians to be walking
or jogging along the golf course,” Mr.
Lanzafama said. He further said they
did not want to encourage pedestrian
traffic coming off of Lamberts Mill
Road onto Shackamaxon Drive, which
would be a private road and maintained
by the golf course.

Mr. Lanzafama said there would be
two retention basins built in the devel-
opment to handle storm water, which
would percolate over a sandy bay and
discharge into Shackamaxon Lake. He
said boulders would be used in the
basins and they would have sloped
walls and be hidden in the landscaping.

The height of the townhomes would
be 35 feet, which is two-and-a-half
stories, Mr. Lanzafama said. He said
the repurposing of the area will not
have a negative impact. He said the
riparian bordering Shackamaxon Lake
will be maintained and a small wet-
lands area will be maintained by a 50-
foot border. He said Toll Brothers will
extend the sanitary sewers off of Lam-
berts Mill Road.

In further testimony, Mr. Lanzafama
said, “The taxes generated by 56
townhomes will offset any community
impact. With the townhomes in the
$700,000 range, the taxes on the indi-
vidual units should generate $17,350
per year, or approximately $970,000
for 56 units,” he said.

He reiterated that there would be no
school-age children in the develop-
ment to overburden the school system,
but that a portion of the taxes would go
to the schools. He said it would cost
$754 per unit in police and fire ex-
penses. He also said that the golf club
would maintain open space.

Board member Joe Doyle said he
thought the people in the townhomes
might want to walk or jog on
Shackamaxon Drive toward Lamberts
Mill Road to feel close to the environ-
ment. Mr. Lanzafama said that pedes-
trian walkways would lead to the club-
house and to the pool. Mayor Kevin
Glover said to Mr. Lanzafama, “The
numbers speak for themselves. You
gave an excellent presentation.”

Board member Jeffrey Strauss was
concerned with the ability of people to
walk on Shackamaxon Drive out to

Lamberts Mill Road. Mr. Lanzafama
again maintained that it was not safe to
be walking through a golf course, and
that they want to discourage people
entering the private area on foot from
Lamberts Mill Road.

Board Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato asked if there would be
signage designating the property as
private. Board member William “Bo”
Vastine asked if they were concerned
about residents coming in or out.

Mr. Doyle again said, “The younger
residents will want to walk or jog in the
area.”

Mr. Vastine said, “The reason they
are buying the property is so they can
be a part of the golf community.” Mr.
Lanzafama added that the developer is
offering buyers a three-year social
membership to the country club.

Walter and Elaine Chinoy of
Shackamaxon Drive were concerned
about enough room for people to turn
around or to make a k-turn. They asked
if a cul-de-sac could be constructed.
Mr. Chinoy also said, “I’m concerned
about having k-turns and trucks back-
ing out. I don’t think that would be
advantageous at the site.”

Mr. Lanzafama said, “There is no
reason to have a turnaround.”

Several residents of Kirkland Circle
said they were concerned about storm
water build-up in the area at Lamberts
Mill Road. They said in the winter that
water turns into ice and that it was
dangerous. Mr. Lanzafama said, “We
are putting three or four catch basins
along Lamberts Mill Road.”

As part of conditions for the board’s
approval, Toll Brothers will give a
$275,000 payment to the township for
downtown business improvements in
Scotch Plains; a $100,000 payment, of
which a portion will go to the local
school system, and another $100,000
payment, which will be used at the
discretion of the township.
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SP Planning Board

nates his/her time.
“Since Medicaid cost $13 billion in

New Jersey – over a third of the entire
state budget – the potential savings
could be huge,” Ms. Eck said. “Our
state faces a severe financial crisis, and
this could make a huge difference.”

Bill S-94 is slated to go before Sena-
tor Joe Vitale (D-19th, Woodbridge),
chairman of the New Jersey Senate
Health Committee, on May 19. If he
agrees, the committee will then have a
hearing on the bill.

“We absolutely can’t afford to keep
doing what we are doing, and yet all
that is being proposed is more govern-
ment,” Ms. Eck said. “What we need is
for the government to make it easier for
people to get jobs by cutting back on
regulations and the taxation, and that
way you’d have more of a private sec-
tor and there would be more jobs.”

When asked how her perspective as
a woman and a doctor could help her in
Washington, she told The Times, “Right
now, Congress is in a deadlock because
they are fighting, and I think we need to
come up with more common sense
solutions to the problems that the coun-
try faces. I know what it’s like at the
grass roots level. I am not a career
politician – I am not somebody who is
entrenched in the political system. I am
an outsider. But I understand the Con-
stitution and I understand the proper
role of government. I believe we need
a smarter, more efficient government.”

Ms. Eck also feels strongly that the
role government plays in determining
curriculum requirements in public
schools should be limited.

“The people closest to the children
— parents, teachers, principals and
towns — ought to have the greatest
input in determining the best for our
kids,” Ms. Eck said.
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Alieta Eck

that day,” said Lt. Zito, echoing Det.
Smith. He spoke to the suspect through
the upstairs window while taking cover
behind a car in the driveway. “Some
days, I need to do my job a little more
than others.

“This particular night, I had to really
concentrate on protecting myself and
the men that I was in charge of and
helping the other towns that were there.
I just feel like that’s what I did, but I’m
humbled and honored to receive the
award.”

Firefighters Horton and Wirkus, of
the Elizabeth Fire Department, were
honored for their role in fighting a large
fire at a garage that had been illegally
converted into apartments. A mother
and daughter were trapped behind a
second-floor window covered with
bars.

Firefighter Wirkus managed to re-
move the bars, with help, and attempted
the rescue with the rapidly spreading
fire and the intense heat emanating
from the window. He came down the
ladder suffering from smoke inhala-

‘Click It or Ticket’ Seat Belt
Enforcement Announced

FANWOOD — Law enforcement
officers from the Fanwood Police De-
partment will be cracking down on
unbuckled motorists and passengers
as part of the national “Click it or
Ticket” campaign.

Beginning on Monday, May 19,
and running through Sunday, June 1,
the annual initiative includes high vis-
ibility law enforcement seat belt check-
points and saturation patrols, as well
as local and national publicity de-
signed to ensure that drivers and pas-
sengers recognize the life-saving value
of seat belts.

The front seat belt usage rate in New
Jersey currently stands at 91 percent.
Gary Poedubicky, acting director of
the New Jersey Division of Highway
Traffic Safety, noted that the goal for

this year’s campaign is to increase the
statewide rate to 92 percent. “To meet
our goal, we must continue both en-
forcement and public outreach efforts
that educate all motor vehicle occu-
pants about the importance of buckling
up, every ride,” he said.

Mr. Poedubicky added that the cam-
paign will focus on rear seat passen-
gers as well. Despite laws requiring
adult back seat passengers to buckle
up, adult back seat belt use stands at
only 44 percent.

During the 2013 “Click it or Ticket”
campaign, 422 police agencies partici-
pated in the two-week initiative. As a
result of the effort, law enforcement
officers issued 26,049 seat belt cita-
tions, 4,895 speeding summonses and
made 860 drunk driving arrests.

Photo courtesy of Shari Marcus
DAD-DAUGHTER DUO...Deputy
Mayor Mickey Marcus congratulates
his daughter, Amanda, a senior at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School and
captain of the varsity softball team, after
she hits her first home run. Amanda is
headed to Penn State in the fall.
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Valor Awards
tion, and Firefighter Horton went up
and entered the structure. He pulled the
18-year-old daughter out and handed
her to another firefighter on the ladder.

When she was on the ground,
Firefighter Wirkus administered life-
saving first aid, and she was trans-
ported to Saint Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter in Livingston. The mother was found
under debris. She did not survive.

“Any other guys that we work with
would have done the same thing, and
gone in and saved the girl,” Firefighter
Horton said. “It was the right place at
the right time, and we just happened to
be that company.”

Det. Smith said his actions that day
had nothing to do with bravery. “It’s
training. It’s funny, but I’m very good
friends with my firearms instructor,
and I could almost hear him in my ear
at the time it happened.”

Aside from the Valor Awards, four
students received academic scholar-
ships: Nicole Attanasio, Danielle
Cuozzo, Tyler Debbie and Emily
Gottlick.

another 2,000 days of uncompensated
care.

Also receiving funding are JFK/Me-
ridian Home Care Services LLC,
$50,000; SAGE Eldercare, $45,000;
and Visiting Nurse and Health Ser-
vices, $103,000. The state and county
will each fund 50 percent of the grants.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
said the freeholders were glad to offer
the funding, calling it “the right thing to
do.” He called the program a priority
for the board.

Gary Pfarr of Cranford, president of
the Union County Building Trades rep-
resenting 15 trade unions, spoke in
favor of a resolution establishing a re-
sponsible contractor policy approved
later in the meeting by the board.

He supported language in the resolu-
tion citing the importance of contrac-
tors participating in an apprenticeship
program, which he said would “benefit
many of our members.”

“It ensures that these apprentices get
the proper training and the skill level
that’s needed to work on these (public)
construction projects,” Mr. Pfarr said.
“...The provision that they have not
been debarred or not [have] faulted on
any projects over the past three years is

also a very strong component of this
policy. I think it ensures that the resi-
dents of the county get the proper job
that they are required to do and I think
this is a very strong policy for (build-
ing and trades) members of Union
County.”

The freeholders also approved a
$3.6-million contract for rehabilitat-
ing the dam at Lake Surprise to Ritacco
Construction, Inc., of Belleville. An-
other contract in the amount of
$373,570 was awarded to French &
Parrello, PA., Consulting Engineers
of Wall, for construction administra-
tion and inspection services for the
Lake Surprise project as well as the
Seeley’s Pond dam overtopping im-
provement project.

The board also passed a resolution
supporting two alternate plans for
flood control projects in the Rahway
River Basin Flood Risk Management
Feasibility Study as drafted by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The
board supports channel improvements
and minor modification to Orange Res-
ervoir in Essex County and a non-
structural 10-year plan.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen said Union
County has seen “more severe flood-
ing in the last three-and-a-half years
than maybe the 20 years before that.”

“I believe that Union County is
headed in the right direction along
with our municipalities and Essex
County towards trying to find a long-
term solution to the flooding along the
Rahway River,” he said.
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Union County Freeholders

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE
administrators’ group and the board
of education for the period of July 1,
2014 through June 30, 2017. In her
report, Ms. Kulikowski noted that the
negotiations went well and that in-
creases for administrators were to be
2.5 percent, 2.0 percent and 2.0 per-
cent, respectively.

The board then unanimously
passed the  agreement.

Approximately 10 parents from
Scotch Plains and Fanwood came
to talk to members of the board
about their displeasure of a deci-
sion not to renew a contract for a
McGinn Elementary School third-
grade teacher.

Parents spoke about the teacher,
Matthew Richards, in high regard
as one by one they took the podium
to acknowledge their positive deal-
ings with the teacher. They all stated
that their children were thriving in
his class.

They wanted information on the
review process and stated that letting
Mr. Richards go was a loss to the
district.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, May
29, at 7:30 p.m. in the administration
building on Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.


