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704 Highland Avenue, Westfield Offered at $1,125,000
Welcome home to this beautifully maintained, elegant Spanish mission style Victorian home nestled in the heart
of the Gardens on one of Westfield's most sought after streets. This six bedroom home has been lovingly main-
tained. It's gorgeous architectural details, original stained-glass panels & stunning millwork have been pre-
served. This home boasts beautifully detailed beveled glass doors, coffered ceilings, inlaid hardwood floors,
wood-burning fireplaces and magnificent stained-glass panels over many of the windows. The gracious floor
plan and covered wraparound porch are perfect for entertaining. There is even a wraparound porch off the
master bedroom and a 20 x 14 art studio on the third floor. The serene, professionally landscaped yard sits on
a beautiful piece of property – truly a unique opportunity to own one of Westfield's most remarkable homes!

• Mailed to subscribers with the printed newspaper • Provided to stores • Attached to the online edition each Thursday

Did You Know You Can Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

 Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/inserts for more information.

Photo courtesy of the Cranford Dramatic Club
GOSSIP…Sister James, (Corinne Chandler), left, and Sister Aloysius Beauvier
(Janet Aspinwall) discuss rumors and a difference of opinion during Doubt — A
Parable at the Cranford Dramatic Club through Sunday, May 11. Visit
www.cdctheatre.org for tickets.

CDC’s Doubt Lets Audience
Draw Its Own Conclusion

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24

By SUSAN SCHNITZER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) opened Doubt – A
Parable, a powerful dramatic pro-
duction this past weekend. Written
by John Patrick Shanley, the Tony
Award and Pulitzer Prize winning
drama was chosen as the best play of
2005 by over 10 newspapers and
magazines when it premiered.

According to Mr. Shanley, the play
“is a parable, a short allegorical story
designed to illustrate or teach some
truth, religious principles, or moral
lesson…” He lets the audience draw
their own conclusion as to the truth.

The setting takes place in the Bronx,
N.Y. at the St. Nicholas Church School
during the turbulent year of 1964.
Outside school walls, the nation was
turned around after the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy and the
Civil Rights Movement, resulting in
a hotbed of imminent change.

Inside the walls of the Catholic
school another kind of turmoil is
brewing. When conservative Princi-
pal Sister Aloysius (Janet Aspinwall)
learns from naïve Sister James
(Corinne Chandler) that Father
Brendan Flynn (Terry Darling) met
privately with the school’s only Afri-
can-American male student, she
draws her own conclusions and the

evils of gossip create a cloud of sus-
picion over the priest.

Trying to earn and ally, Sister
Aloysius confronts the boy’s mother,
Mrs. Muller (Tiffany Wilson) hoping
to shock her with the allegation. In-
stead, Mrs. Muller, seeking a better
life for her son, urges Sister Aloysius
to let the matter drop so that her son
can graduate in June and go on to a
better high school.

Is Father Flynn guilty of taking
improper advantage of the student?
Is Sister Aloysius guilty of falsely
accusing the Father due to her own
distrust of men and male authority
figures? Is Sister James guilty of be-
ing too loving, acceptable and trust-
worthy?

Director Gina Lupi stated she chose
the play “because it is a great piece
dramatically, but also because it has
name recognition. It has won Tony
Awards for best actress and best sup-
porting actress, a Pulitzer Prize for
drama and was made into an Acad-
emy Award nominated film starring
Meryl Streep, late Phillip Seymour
Hoffman, Amy Adams and Viola
Davis.”

Mr. Darling added, “The time and
place are such a large part of the
story. My character, Father Flynn,
represents the new face of the Catho-

GOOD DEEDS…The Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) was honored with two
awards recently during a ceremony held at the 2014 annual meeting of the YWCA
Union County. The meeting was held at The Liberty Hall Corporate Center at
Kean College in Union. The first award was given by the YWCA and the second
was bestowed by Freeholder Angel Estrada on behalf of the 2014 Board of Chosen
Freeholders. These awards were given to WCW in recognition for the donations
of food, children’s needs, support and good will the club has provided over the
years. Pictured, left to right, are: WCW President Dolores Geisow, Sue Carroll,
Marjorie Wieseman, Sally Brown and Roseleen Flaherty.

Jean Avery to Perform
At Westfield

Community Center
WESTFIELD — Renowned lo-

cal jazz, blues and R&B stylist Jean
Avery will appear at the Westfield
Community Center on Friday, May
16. Her performance will feature
songs from “The Great American
Songbook” and will include clas-
sics by Duke Ellington, Sammy
Cahn and Stevie Wonder.

Ms. Avery was born in Georgia
and began singing gospel music in
her local church at age three. Over
the years she has developed a style
that reminds one of a combination
of Nancy Wilson and Etta James,
with an intimate interpretation of
each song, yet with a quiet bluesy
delivery.

Her emotional connection with
her audience is profound and cer-
tain. Her delivery is precise and
elegant. Ms. Avery is also an ac-
complished model and actress. She
has appeared in television shows
and commercials and in several
plays and movies.

Ms. Avery will be performing two
sets starting at 8 p.m. Admission
fee of $15 covers both performance
and food.

The Westfield Community Cen-
ter is located at 558 West Broad
Street, Westfield. For more info call
the center at (908) 232-4759.

The Chansonettes
Embark On

‘Hollywood’ Tour
WESTFIELD – In the coming

weeks, The Chansonettes of
Westfield will be performing their
“Hurray for Hollywood” concert
tour. The all women’s singing group
will perform their spring concert
series this May at various locations
in the area including Westfield Se-
nior Housing, Chelsea Fanwood,
Chelsea Warren and Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital.

The choral program will feature
songs celebrating the movies and
their music including “Let Me Enter-
tain You,” “Diamonds Are A Girl’s
Best Friend,” “Wouldn’t It Be
Loverly” and “Razzle Dazzle.”

The Chansonettes, in existence for
over 60 years, perform a holiday con-
cert series in December and a spring
concert series in May of each year.

The women rehearse once a week
on Wednesday nights at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield on Moun-
tain Avenue under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda.

For more information regarding
the group or booking a future con-
cert, call Amy Herrington at (908)
317-5910.

Jean Avery

Photo courtesy of Lucinda Dowell
HOT JAZZ…Eleven-year-old Florian Schantz of Westfield and his jazz combo
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Montclair Art Museum with a special hot
jazz program in Leir Hall featuring period music from when the museum opened
in 1914. Pictured, left to right, are: Margaret Schantz, Florian Schantz, Cory
Ackerman, Lowell Schantz and Rup Chattopadhyay. For more information
about the band visit www.VFSJazz.com.

Calling All Students of
Anne Marie Petriano
WESTFIELD  — After almost 30

years of exemplary service at Tamaques
Elementary School, Anne Marie
Petriano will be retiring from her teach-
ing career.

As another example of her devotion
to her students, when asked what she
would like as a parting gift, she men-
tioned the one thing she would appre-
ciate would be a photograph of all the
students she has ever taught at
Tamaques.

If you are a past student of Mrs.
Petriano, mark Tuesday May 27, at 6
p.m. on your calendar for a group photo
at Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield.

RSVP or direct any questions to
Binaifer Vesuna at
petrianoreunion@gmail.com.


