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Letters to the Editor

Video Sign Display Proposed in
Fanwood Needs Review

Has anyone seen or heard about the
proposed electronic sign concept for the
north side of the historic Fanwood Train
Station? The proposed sign incorporates
a video display into the fabric of our
Historic Fanwood Park District and may
be approved without any feedback from
the residents it affects.

Of the three proposed sign concepts,
the version with the arched top and “brick”
surround is certainly the least offensive.
The Historic Preservation Commission
met some time ago and they generally
agree that the site location and size of the
new sign are appropriate. However I am,
along with them, very concerned about
the choice of materials, as the proposal to

use a fake brick-like material should be
unacceptable and is in no way compatible
with the historic Train Station or sur-
rounding district.

I understand the borough has asked the
donors to revise their proposal to include
real brick or other masonry construction.
This is a good start – but there is no
guarantee that it will be anything other
then faux-brick. As for the video display,
we should question the appropriateness
of a large video display in the center of
Fanwood’s Historic District. It is clearly
a distraction to motorists and its inherent,
characteristic brightness a nuisance to
the surrounding neighbors.

Moreover, the video screen poses a
detriment to the historic fabric of our
town and does not fit the character of our
borough or the historic train station
where it will be located. It will be a
distraction to one of the Fanwood’s most
iconic buildings and act to extend the
‘Rt.-22’ advertising aesthetic into our
downtown.

If this were a proposal from a commer-
cial entity, it would not meet Fanwood’s
sign ordinance and would require a vari-
ance hearing; most likely it would not be
approved. Finally, a concern shared
amongst many Fanwoodians, is that since
the video platform clearly lends itself to
advertising – the possibility of using this
as an advertising platform of any sort
must not be allowed.

While we should all appreciate and
give kudos to the private entity that wishes
to donate a sign to our community it
would be best if the community, espe-
cially those possibly affected by the new
sign, had an opportunity to weigh-in and
discuss its relative merits before the coun-
cil votes whether to allow this or not.

Jason Benedict
Fanwood

Where Is a Real 2 Percent Cap
When You Need It?

The data is in. For the average home
assessed at about $180,000, the munici-
pal tax is going up by $63, the county tax
by $254 and the school tax by $290 – for
a total increase of $607. This is a 4
percent increase overall, led by a nearly 8
percent increase in the county tax for
Westfield homeowners. These are the
highest dollar and percentage increases
in the county tax by far, with Summit
getting only a 3 percent increase and
Cranford nothing. Given that the 2013
increase in the CPI was 1.5 percent, this
4 percent overall tax increase continues a
streak of Westfield increases exceeding
the CPI increase that I believe goes back
for decades.

Increases like this and recent articles
about serious budget problems and a lag-
ging economic recovery for New Jersey
appear to confirm that you can only
squeeze the middle class so much. Most
homeowners do not have money trees
growing in their back yards. Excessive
taxation eventually crowds out other
spending to support the local economy,
drives taxpayers to lower tax states and
discourages new businesses from com-
ing to NJ. This creates a vicious circle
that threatens economic growth, creation
of good new jobs, general prosperity and,
ultimately, home values.

Jeff Bash
Westfield

Other Towns In The County Do Not
Pay Their Fair Share of Taxes

In keeping with the theme of Union
County taxes and the gross disparities in
how county taxes are apportioned among
the various towns in the county, I’d like
to remind your readers that an underlying
cause of the county tax problem is that
one political party has controlled the
Board of Chosen Freeholders since 1995.

For close to 20 years, the county has
been run by the Democrat political ma-
chine which controls the towns with the
most voters. As a result the machine has
been able to impose its will without any
significant opposition or need for taking
into account the public’s ire with their
behavior. So residents of Westfield as well
as Scotch Plains, Berkeley Heights, Sum-
mit and New Providence, among others,
are unfairly taxed. A massive transfer of
wealth occurs to the politically-connected
county bureaucrats and the other towns,
which do not pay their fair share.

Setting aside the joke of the county’s
claim of spending restraint, the gross
disparity between taxes paid and the ser-
vices received, and the interesting ways
by which the county manages to exceed
statutory budget caps, ultimately what is
needed is for these towns to start to exer-
cise their collective financial power.

The power of the purse is a strong one.
The county depends on these towns for
its finances and if they start to exercise
that power in a collective and organized
way the political machine, which con-
trols the county, will have to respond.

Personally, I think that these towns,
acting through their town councils, indi-
vidually and as a group, should start to
examine ways that they can force the
county to cut spending and therefore cut
taxes. They need to start a formal pro-
cess, perhaps setting up town-sponsored
committees, to examine and report back
on ways to cut county spending and ways
to increase the responsiveness of  Free-
holders to their financial concerns.

These towns also need to examine
whether they are being denied fair repre-
sentation on the Board of Freeholders.
The Freeholders are elected only because
certain towns are controlled by the Demo-
crat machine, which controls the more
populous towns. Towns also need to put
on the table the threat of moving as a
group out of Union County. It may sound
drastic, but single-party control of a $500-
million budget is not something that will

readily be given up, and pulling out is the
ultimate arrow in our quiver.

People have been conditioned to think
that the way thecounty exists now and the
way Freeholders are currently elected is
the way it has to be. There is no reason,
other than politics, the apparent indiffer-
ence by the State Legislature to the prob-
lems here, and the insider game of cam-
paign contributions and political influ-
ence, that the nine Freeholders could not
be elected such that each group of towns
get to elect one Freeholder (voting by
district – like the Assembly or U.S. House).

As for moving out of the county, this
has happened in the past (indeed that is
how Union County itself was formed).
Just because the politicians in control
don’t like these ideas does not mean they
can’t happen. They can. Even if these
efforts are not ultimately successful, start-
ing the process in a serious way and
getting voters to talk about them and
think of how much better off they’d be
with a responsible and responsive county
government will increase the pressure on
the county political machine and on our
state legislators to address this problem.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Westfield Stop & Shop Improvement:
A Six-Year Fiasco

Nomehegan in Cranford Can’t Handle Runoff
Above is a picture of Nomehegan Lake

at approximately 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 30, 2014 during the rainstorm. Plans
for the proposed sports field in the back
lot of Union County College provides
drainage of runoff into Nomehegan Lake.

If the lake floods now, how can it handle
additional runoff? This was the result of
a spring rainstorm, not a Nor’easter.

Marlene Buckman
Cranford

The abuse of zoning laws with the
intent to discourage and stifle competi-
tion is de facto Restraint of Trade. Con-
spiracy by prolonging zoning proceed-
ings, spot zoning and excessive, pro-
tracted costs so as to discourage trade and
relationships between buyers [shoppers]
and sellers [Stop & Shop] should result in
findings of conspiracy by zoning pro-
ceedings when they result in discourage-
ment of Fair Trade Practices. Such ac-
tions are not in the public interest.

The Sherman Anti-Trust Act and the
NJ Anti-Trust Act are consistent. NJ Title
56, specifically 56.9-3, address restraint
of trade, and conspiracy in restraint of
trade or commerce. Violations result in
treble damages and the awarding of costs.

These laws and judicial case law con-
sider findings such as: hamper or ob-
struct competition; otherwise control the
market to the detriment of consumers;
any activity… that tends to limit trade
and sales; interfering with someone’s abil-
ity to do business freely – like conspiracy,

reducing competition or lengthy delay-
ing competition and hindering someone
from doing business in the normal way,
are all involved here.

Generally anti-trust litigation initially
names “everybody” as defendants; and in
this matter that could include the town, its
planning board, and its individual mem-
bers, all others funding and/or aiding in
the delay including, but not limited to
those funding and otherwise aiding in the
violation resulting in the conspiracy.
Given Stop & Shop’s corporate resources,
it could pursue such actions with its deep
pockets. ShopRite/Village Supermarkets,
Inc. are evidently the culprits and the
funding source behind the skullduggery.

What about the average individual
Westfield residential or small business
property owner? They can’t afford to
play these expensive games so they just
give up.

Tim Harrington, Madison
Westfield Property Owner

A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

The setting of our one-of-a-kind
community is second to none in
North Jersey
Our traditional American
community with gabled roofs
and inviting porches is situated
on 72 scenic acres.

A vibrant, active lifestyle
Outstanding dining options, stimulating cultural,
educational and social opportunities as well as health,
fitness and wellness programs.

Tried and true
A trusted and much sought after, not-for-profit
continuing care retirement community with a solid
financial position.

Outstanding on-site healthcare
Peace of mind knowing that the area’s 
most complete continuum of healthcare 
services is on-site.

Like us on

Call 877-395-1715 for the
date of our next public

event, more information 
or a personal tour.

Stands Out from the Rest

Where staff and neighbors share
your core values

Fellowship 
Village

Comparing Retirement Communities?

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

This Presidency Is Squandering
Our Inheritance, Our Freedom

As a citizen of the United States of
America, you and yours inherited a boun-
tiful land along with freedom and liberty.
During the last presidency, which unfor-
tunately still has time on the clock; there
has been a dramatic squandering of your
most precious gifts. The answer that keeps
coming up to the daily decisions neces-
sary for us to function as a society has
been more control and command by Big
Brother government. You almost have to
ask yourself, “What do I need to comply
with, be it regulation, fee, tax, fine or
other before I can perform a commonsense
function for pursuing my life?”

The dramatic intrusions and manipu-
lations, fixing something that is not bro-
ken, has become the rule. All you need do
is read and understand the millions of
pages of regulations, which supersede a
simple commonsense solution. We per-
mit our political leaders to create private

kingdoms, making them untouchable, as
recently seen by the selective justice used
by our current Attorney General.

He is encouraged by an egotistical
President who will get his way no matter
how it negatively affects your life or your
freedom of choice. It’s almost as if his
master plan is to have us to fail domesti-
cally, certainly internationally, and obvi-
ously morally and ethically.

It’s always easier to stop the bleeding
early before the patient is beyond saving.
Each, be it a teenager, middle-aged or
senior citizen, must speak out and say,
“No, I will not take it anymore,” and save
and cultivate a return to the American
way of life with shining freedom, liberty
and a government that is the servant of
the people instead of the government you
now live with, which is your master.

Warren Victor
Westfield

Rutgers Profs. and Students Never
Heard of Voltaire, Freedom of Speech
The intolerance of academia was on

full display when faculty and students of
Rutgers University forced former United
States Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice to cancel her commencement speak-
ing engagement at Rutgers!

She stated, “I am honored to have served
my country. I have defended America’s
belief in free speech and the exchange of
ideas. These values are essential to the
health of our democracy. But that is not
what is at issue here… I understand and
embrace the purpose of the commence-
ment ceremony and I am simply unwilling
to detract from it in any way.”

But this is very much the issue!
A hundred professors at the Newark

campus voted for a resolution asking
Rutgers’ president to disinvite Ms. Rice.
H. Bruce Franklin, a professor, explained
these professors view her as “a war crimi-
nal” because of her involvement in the
Iraq War and of controversial interroga-
tion techniques of the Bush administra-
tion. A similar resolution was approved by
professors at New Brunswick campus.

FiftyRutgers’ students staged a sit-in
on the New Brunswick campus to protest
Rutgers’ decision to invite her to be the
commencement speaker.

Some students and faculty of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota demanded that Ms.
Rice not be permitted to speak on April
17, 2014. The very school established to
honor the late United States Vice-Presi-
dent Hubert H. Humphrey who had ar-
gued, “Freedom is hammered out on the
anvil of discussion, dissent, and debate.”

Professors repeatedly interrupted a

speech being given by Karl Rove at the
Amherst campus of the University of
Massachusetts on April 8, 2014.

First Lady Michelle Obama had to
cancel a graduation speech in Topeka,
Kansas after 1,750 people signed a peti-
tion protesting her appearance ostensibly
because her appearance would result in
limited seating for families and friends.

A hundred and fifty students at
Wellesley protested against First Lady
Barbara Bush being the commencement
speaker in May 1990. Students at UCLA
Graduate School protested First Lady
Laura Bush being the commencement
speaker in 2002.

Having taught in college for three de-
cades, I know something about academic
intolerance – so surprising because it
comes from the people who should be the
most open minded. There are few things
more dangerous to democratic dialogue.

Apparently these professors and stu-
dents had never heard of the famous
defense of Freedom of Speech attributed
to Voltaire: “I disapprove of what you
say, but I will defend to the death your
right to say it.”

What shall become of our beloved
country if only certain points of view
may be expressed in a university setting?
If the guardians of knowledge only ac-
cept the knowledge they like? And only
teach the knowledge pleasing to them?

No one in the United States of America
should be intimated not to speak.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield


