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NICK M. | FIT&WELL

Four years ago I weighed 310 lbs. and everyday 
activities were a challenge. I had two knee 
replacements, and knew I had to make a change.
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Without surgery, I reduced my waistline from 
55” to 33”! The nurses and trainers at Fitness & 
Wellness helped me gain results and I meet with 
them regularly to make sure I stay on track.

TWO WEEKS FREE!* ����������	����"#$%#�'��(���������
���)	���*��(�������������
older. ID required. First time visitors only. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Call for details. 

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.RWJRAHWAYFITNESS.com
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One-Seat Ride to Be Expanded
Evenings After 8 P.M. In Fall

Lance Comments on House
Committee on Benghazi

AREA — Members of the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) said
they are pleased with this week’s an-
nouncement from NJ Transit that one-
seat ride service to New York’s Penn
Station will be expanded to evenings
after 8 p.m. starting this fall.

“One-seat ride service during off-
peak weekday hours on the Raritan
Valley line has been received very
positively since it was launched in
March,” said Somerset County Free-
holder Peter S. Palmer, who chairs
the rail coalition. “We are very proud
of the working relationship we have
established with NJ Transit and the
evening service is a very important
second step of getting increased one-
seat ride access using the new dual
locomotives.”

“Union County’s Freeholders wel-
come NJ Transit’s cooperation in ex-
panding this train service to New
York,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, a trustee of the RVRC.
“We have a lot of riders who will
benefit from a shorter ride into New
York City, and we’ll keep working
with the Raritan Valley Rail Coali-

tion to make this rail service easier
and faster.”

NJ Transit has dual-mode locomo-
tives that operate as diesels through
Hunterdon, Somerset, Middlesex and
Union Counties and can switch to
electric to go through the tunnel to
Manhattan, making the one-seat ride
possible. Ten trains are part of the
current pilot program.

The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition,
joined by a coalition of 30 mayors of
towns along the line, seeks to ultimately
achieve a full one-seat ride Manhattan
service on the Raritan Valley line.

“We are a few steps away from get-
ting peak hour access to the one-seat
ride,” Mr. Palmer said, “but this is our
number-one, long-term objective. We’ve
been working on this for 15 years and
now that we have dual locomotives,
we’ll continue to push for this.”

Currently, the off-peak weekday
direct trains arrive in New York be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2:15 p.m. For
departure times from the High Bridge,
Raritan and other stations going east-
bound, and from Penn Station going
westbound, visit bit.ly/OneSeatRide.

PLANTING A SEED...Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Mickey Marcus, left, Coun-
cilman Llewellyn Jones and family get seedlings to plant at the Plant A Tree event
at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building, on Sunday, April 27. The event was
sponsored by the township’s recreation department and local Girl Scouts.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Will Christie Re-nominate
Rabner as Chief Justice?

Governor Chris Christie has not
decided on whether to re-nominate
New Jersey Supreme Court Chief
Justice Stuart Rabner whose seven-
year term ends in June, according to
media reports.

At a recent town hall meeting the
Governor said regarding efforts to
change the court’s makeup, “We have
another opportunity coming up in
June, where I have to decide whether
or not to reappoint the chief justice.”
Justice Rabner was nominated as chief
justice by former Governor Jon
Corzine.

If Chief Justice Rabner is reap-
pointed, he would serve until 2030
when he reaches the mandatory re-
tirement age of 70.

In May 2010 the Governor did not
renominate Associate Justice John
Wallace, the second African-American
member of the Supreme Court, when he
was only two years from retirement,
resulting in criticism from Democratic
lawmakers in the State Legislature.

Samson Won’t Release
Documents to Committee

Lawyers for David Samson, former
chairman of Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey that oversees the
George Washington Bridge, say their
client will not be turning over any
more documents to a New Jersey leg-
islative panel investigating the lane
closures in Fort Lee last September,
according to a 101.5 FM report.
Through his lawyers, Mr. Samson, a
former state attorney general, has cited
his Fifth Amendment right against
self-incrimination and right of pri-
vacy in a letter to the committee.

In response, Senate Majority
Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-37,
Teaneck) and Assemblyman John
Wisniewski (D-19, Sayreville), co-
committee chairpersons, released a
statement: “The best way to get to the
root of this abuse of government
power is full cooperation by every-
one, so we are disappointed in Mr.
Samson’s decision, We will obviously
continue forward with this bipartisan
inquiry until the people of New Jer-
sey get the answers they deserve.”
Mr. Samson resigned from the board
in late March 28.

Christie Nominates Degnan
As Next PA Chairman

Governor Chris Christie has nomi-
nated former state attorney general
John Degnan as the next chairman of

the embattled Port Authority (PA) of
New York and New Jersey, CBS New
York has reported. The nomination must
be confirmed by the state Senate Judi-
ciary Committee, which is chaired by
Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Lin-
den).

Mr. Degnan, a registered Demo-
crat who was attorney general from
1978 to 1981 when he ran for gover-
nor in the Democratic Ptimary, re-
places David Samson, another former
attorney general, who resigned last
month as PA chairman.

“I wanted someone with unques-
tioned credentials, both politically
— from a partisan perspective — and
from most importantly, the issue of
integrity,” Governor Christie told re-
porters, according to the CBS report.

Mr. Degnan retired as chief operat-
ing officer at Chubb Corp. in 2010
after 20 years with the company.

Two Westfield residents applauded
the Governor’s pick. According to
northjersey.com, the website of The
Record, the Governor’s former chief of
staff and a current PA Commissioner,
Rich Bagger, was quoted as saying:
“John Degnan is an outstanding choice
for Port Authority chairman. He has
extraordinary credentials in both gov-
ernment and the private sector. I look
forward to working with him.”

Martin E. Robins, director emeri-
tus of the Voorhees Transportation
Center at Rutgers University said: “I
think he is someone you can trust to
continue the process of reform at the
Port Authority. Port Authority reform
is not jeopardized by this nomination
and it may be enhanced.”

Schaer Questions Use of
Polluter Fines in Budget

Assembly Budget Committee Chair-
man Gary Schaer (D-36th, Passaic) has
questioned the Christie administration’s
proposal to use $147 million in funds
recovered from polluters of the Passaic
River as a “one-shot” gimmick to bal-
ance next year’s budget.

“Shouldn’t these funds be directed
back to the affected areas to help ame-
liorate the situation? Will residents af-
fected by this tragedy be fully compen-
sated? I’m also gravely concerned about
the risk associated with this proposed
diversion since this amount is almost
half of the entire surplus the adminis-
tration is predicting for next fiscal year.
It would appear that this is quite a risky
gambit, particularly from an adminis-
tration that has repeatedly derided these
types of one-shot gimmicks.”

MS BOE Adopts Budget Reflecting
1.7 Percent Tax Levy Increase

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation held a public hearing adopting
the final budget for the 2014-2015
school year on Tuesday, April 29.
This budget reflects a 1.7 percent tax
levy increase, which falls below the 2
percent cap, and is the lowest in-
crease that Mountainside residents
have seen in six years.

The original budget was at the 2
percent cap, but the board requested
that the administration make addi-
tional reductions. These tax levy re-
ductions were realized through re-
ducing one maintenance position to a
custodial position, and through un-
anticipated reductions from mater-
nity leave replacements for next year.

The total budget this year is
$15,591,621. Last year’s revised bud-
get was $15,300,833. This was ad-
justed due to pre-referendum costs
and unanticipated heating repairs.
(These funds were taken from capital
reserve and maintenance reserve ac-
counts respectively.) The majority of
the tax increase ($241,000) will go to
pay for tuition costs to Berkeley
Heights ($202,676).

The local tax levy this year will be
$14,457,484, which reflects a 1.7
percent increase from last year.

The impact to the average home

assessed this year at $164,258 will be
an increase of $109 for a total of
$5,026 for the year. Last year’s home
assessed at $165,537 was increased
by $149 for a total of $4,917 for the
year.

Included in this budget is an addi-
tional physical education teacher, a
part- time speech teacher, and a part-
time special education teacher. These
positions will enhance next year’s
program. An additional custodian will
assist in maintaining the buildings
during the referendum renovations.

The district is committed to main-
taining low class sizes, increasing
professional development and in-
creasing technology. During the next
school year, middle school students
will pilot a 1:1 Chromebook pro-
gram.

Dr. Nancy Lubarsky
Chief School Administrator

Charles Milewski
Business Administrator

Mountainside BOE

FLEMINGTON – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) released the fol-
lowing statement regarding House
Speaker John Boehner’s (R-Ohio)
announcement that the U.S. House
of Representatives will vote on
creating a new select committee
to investigate the September 11,
2012 terrorist attack in Benghazi,
Libya:

“More than a year ago, I was one
of the first New Jersey Republicans
to co-sponsor H.Res. 36 to create a
special committee to investigate the
Islamic terrorist attacks in Benghazi
because I believed then, as I do now,
that Congress has the solemn re-
sponsibility to uncover the truth sur-
rounding the events that led to the
deaths of four Americans, including
U.S. Ambassador Christopher

Stevens.
“New documents uncovered

[last] week provided further proof
that the Obama Administration
purposely misled the American
public and Congress in the days
directly following September 11,
2012.

“In light of these new disclosures it
is more clear than ever that a House
Select Committee is needed to con-
duct a thorough and comprehensive
investigation.

“I applaud Speaker Boehner’s
decision, and as a cosponsor of
H.Res. 36, will vote to establish a
Select Committee on Benghazi
because it is the only way we are
going to get to the truth on what
really happened on that terrible
and tragic day.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


