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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Special Edition
Of the Newspapers

Each spring, we provide this spe-
cial newspaper edition and include a
copy of our annual This Is Westfield
publication. We hope you enjoy it.

Every resident in Westfield is pro-
vided with this edition along with our
regular subscribers in other towns.
We do this to enhance awareness and
promote subscriptions. Please sub-
scribe at goleader.com/subscribe.

Regards,
Horace Corbin, Publisher

Photo courtesy of Lisa Klein
JUNIOR PROM…Students pose for a group photo prior to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Junior Prom held May
2 at the Westwood.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MITZVAH DAY...Children make craft items for local charities on Mitzvah Day
held Sunday at Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
MUSIC FOR A CAUSE...Tom Berdos, music ministry director, conducts the
regional choir during a rehearsal for the Choir Festival at the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church on Sunday, May 18,  to benefit the Fanwood and Scotch Plains
Rescue Squads. This is the third annual concert, which last year raised $4,000 for
the two squads.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
PROGRESS...Construction on Fanwood Crossing II, located on South Avenue
between Martine Avenue and 2nd Street, shows noticable signs of progress. The
second retail/residential complex is on track for completion later this year. The
complex, which will connect to the existing Fanwood Crossing, will be connected
by pedestrian walkways and a newly expanded parking lot. The redevelopment
project recently won a 2014 Smart Growth Award from NJ Futures.
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Scientist Andrew Zwicker
Vying for 12th Dist. Seat

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Andrew Zwicker, a
resident of Kingston in the southern
part of Middlesex County, is one of
the four Democratic candidates vy-
ing for Rep. Rush Holt’s (D) seat in
the 12th Congressional District. Rep.
Holt, who has represented the district
since 1999, but parts of Union County
only since last year, is retiring at the
end of the year.

The 12th Congressional District
covers parts of Mercer, Middlesex,
Somerset and Union County. In Union
County, the district includes Plain-
field, Fanwood and most of Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Zwicker, a physicist and head
of the Science Education Department
at the Princeton University Plasma
Physics Laboratory, is a native of
New York City and was raised in
Englewood, N.J. He obtained a bach-
elor of science degree from Bard
College and earned a master of sci-
ence degree and doctorate from Johns
Hopkins University. He has published
scholarly articles in many science
and educational journals.

The candidate lives in Kingston
with his wife, Barbara Golden, who
is a teacher in the Hillsborough school
system. Their three children attend
the South Brunswick school system.

Mr. Zwicker told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times he was anx-
ious to follow in the footsteps of Rep.
Holt, who was also a scientist before
his election to Congress. He said he
looks forward to addressing concerns
such as greenhouse gases, environ-
mental protection, and climate
change.

“Don’t think that Superstorm
Sandy is a onetime occurrence; there
will be many more,” he predicted. He
noted that there is not even one scien-
tist on the House of Representatives’
Committee on Science.

He said he recently mentored a
student and wound up changing her
life. “She has gotten a full scholar-
ship to George Washington Univer-
sity,” he said. “She changed my life,
too,” he added. Education and jobs
training are two of his concerns, he
noted. “Students need skills,” he said.

Mr. Zwicker said he feels very

SP Zoning Board OKs
Tents for JCC Camp

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
approved two applications while
putting off action on two others.

At its May 1 meeting, the board
unanimously approved a three-year
temporary operating permit for the
Jewish Community Center (JCC)
on Martine Avenue to erect tents
that will be used as part of its sum-
mer day camp program. For several
years, the JCC has put up three
tents that are used, according to
Michael Goldstein, the JCC’s as-
sistant executive director and di-
rector of the camp program, to pro-
vide shelter and shade for campers.
This year, the JCC requested per-
mission for the use of two addi-
tional tents that will be used to
serve food as part of the JCC’s plan
to provide daily lunch to campers.

The tents will be put up shortly
after Memorial Day and stay up
until Labor Day, Mr. Goldstein told
the board. He added that the JCC
has never received any complaints
about the tents, two of which mea-
sure 20 feet by 30 feet and one that
is 30 feet by 30 feet, with the two
new ones measuring 10 feet by 20
feet.

Board member Chris Abeel, while
noting that the added number of
tents is “an expansion,” nonethe-
less described it as “a de minimis
expansion.”

The board also gave unanimous
approval to an application by An-
thony Tittanegro to add a bedroom,
mudroom and bathroom to his home
on Cook Avenue, a move that will
expand his lot coverage to 33.63
percent. Township regulations limit
lot coverage to 30 percent. The
board seemed satisfied that the ex-
panded home would not negatively

affect the neighborhood, and Mr.
Abeel again described the addition
as “de minimis.”

At its Thursday, June 5 meeting,
the board will resume a hearing on
an application by Greg Bayard to
add a second garage to an existing
one-car garage at his Jersey Avenue
home. The board was set to con-
sider the application — which seeks
a side-yard setback variance be-
cause the edge of the new garage
would be 4.7 feet from the property
line when the minimum allowed by
local regulations is eight feet — but
an adjoining neighbor’s concerns
about flooding led the board to put
off the hearing. In the meantime,
Township Engineer Joseph Timko
will inspect the property between
Mr. Bayard’s house and his next-
door neighbor’s house, specifically
a swale that is used to collect
stormwater from heavy rainfalls.
Mr. Bayard’s neighbor told the
board last week that she was wor-
ried that an extension of Mr.
Bayard’s garage closer to her prop-
erty could cause floodwaters to be
pushed onto her property.

It is expected that Mr. Timko will,
after evaluating the property, offer
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Happy Mother’s Day — Sunday, May 11
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Fanwood Council Reviews
2014 Budget and Upgrades

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil held a special meeting on Tuesday
night, in addition to the regularly
scheduled agenda meeting. During
the special meeting, the council es-
tablished a Personnel/Compensation
Committee, composed of Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Council President
Russell Huegel, Borough Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Fred Tomkins and
Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern.

The council also authorized more
than $900,000 of capital improve-

ments in the borough. “Although we
are spending a fair amount of
money…we’re actually down about
$600,000 in capital spending from
last year,” said Councilman Dan
Levine. He said that the appropria-
tions break down into about $710,000
for roadway improvements; $234,000
for improvements to parks, buildings

and the library, and $38,000 for new
equipment, including a borough mes-
sage board.

During the agenda meeting, Bor-
ough Engineer Peter Bondar reported
that Vinton Circle, La Grande exten-
sion, and Burns Way are slated for
roadwork in 2014. The borough re-

Scotch Plains Sewer Utility
Referendum Hits Roadblock

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Kevin Glover’s effort to dissolve the
local sewer utility and return it to the
municipal budget hit a roadblock this
week when his plan to have the town-
ship council consider resolutions call-
ing for a referendum on the matter
was squelched.

At Tuesday evening’s conference
meeting, the mayor—who ran for
election in 2012 vowing to terminate
the utility—said a ballot referendum
in 2015 was the only way to dissolve
the utility, which was created in 2009
as a way for the municipal govern-
ment to avoid exceeding state-im-
posed spending caps. But Township
Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer said there

was a “timing issue” regarding the
mayor’s plan. For one, he reminded
the council that there is no way to
know today what the township bud-
get will look like a year from now and
whether it would be feasible to even
consider restoring utility fees to the
general budget without exceeding the
2 percent spending caps. He also said
township councils are not permitted
to bind future councils to take action
on matters such as a referendum.

Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
also reminded the council that it can-
not pass resolutions calling for a ref-
erendum to be held next year because
all resolutions enacted during a cal-
endar year expire at the end of that
year, meaning any resolutions regard-
ing a referendum would be moot come

January 1, 2015. As a result, any plan
to hold a referendum in 2015 would
have to be approved by the council in
2015.

Mayor Glover continued to express
his desire to get a sense of the council’s
sentiment on the matter, saying the
utility’s “time has passed” and point-
ing to what he said were the “hard-
ships” and “inconveniences” it has
imposed on taxpayers. But it was
evident that his colleagues were not
prepared to discuss an issue that would
not be relevant until next year, when
the make-up of the council could be
different than it is at present. Deputy
Mayor Michael Marcus noted that
the governing body has “no legal
authority to do anything in this calen-
dar year.”

In other business, the council voted
along party lines to appoint a slate of
six individuals to the newly-created
committee to advise on enhancing
development in the downtown busi-
ness district. After Councilman Wil-
liam Vastine nominated Joe Doyle,
David Checchio, Mr. Lehrer, Joseph
Mortarulo, Thomas Russo, William
McClintock to serve on the commit-
tee, Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella said she had others in mind
as well and also questioned what the
group’s role would be and how any
recommendations it puts forth would
be formally considered. Mayor
Glover, who was not enthusiastic
about the group’s creation earlier this
year, voiced concerns that some of
the people put forth by Mr. Vastine
did not live in Scotch Plains.

“Property owners aren’t important
players?” Mr. Vastine asked the
mayor, who maintained that down-
town businesses and property own-
ers should be represented “first and
foremost.”

When it came time for the council
to approve the slate of six appointees,
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WF Council Adopts Budget;
Discusses Liquor Licenses

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting Tuesday, the Town Coun-
cil officially adopted the 2014 mu-
nicipal budget of $41.1-million with
$26.2 million to be raised in taxes
and the budget for the Special Im-
provement District (SID) of
$409,605. The SID, which is man-
aged by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), consists of
downtown businesses that pay a spe-
cial tax to improve and promote the
downtown area in order to spur com-
merce.

“Nothing has changed from the
time we introduced it until now,”
stated Town Administrator Jim Gildea
of the municipal spending plan. “It’s
all still the same since we introduced
the budget on April 1.”

The municipal tax levy is up

$668,021 with the total budget in-
creasing by $22,745.

Mr. Gildea also discussed some
aspects of the municipal budget. “Of
course, the main highlights were that
salaries and wages are below 2006
levels, there was an insurance reduc-
tion for the second year in a row and
the increase itself only being half a
percent,” he said.

The owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment in
the Town of Westfield, will see their
taxes increased by $63 for the year,
or $5.25 a month.

The 2014 budget also includes the
hiring of one police officer and one
firefighter for the town.

Mr. Gildea said the municipal bud-
get can be found on the town’s
website, located at
www.westfieldnj.gov/ or see the le-
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