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Investors Foundation
Supports CDC Theatre

CRANFORD – The Investors
Foundation is continuing to pro-
vide funding in support of
nonprofits that enrich the com-
munities served by Investors
Bank. The Foundation recently
awarded a $5,000 grant to The
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) in
support of two of its musical
productions.

Founded in 1919, the CDC to-
day is the longest-running non-
professional theatre group in New
Jersey, and with 300 seats in its
auditorium, is also among the
largest. The CDC has consistently
been praised by the New Jersey
Association of Community The-
atres in recognition of its out-
standing theatrical performances

and educational workshops.
The Foundation grant will help

support two CDC Junior Theatre
productions , Disney’s Alice in
Wonderland, Jr. and Urinetown:
The Musical, which will hold per-
formances in June and will show-
case the talents of young people
of all musical skill levels and
abilities.

“We are tremendously grateful
for the generous support of the
Investors Foundation, and all our
donors and partners,” said CDC
Production Vice-President Becky
Randazzo. “Their friendship helps
enable the pursuit of an artistic
and educational mission stretch-
ing back nearly a century in
Cranford.”

Auditions For Theater
Project’s Bugsy Malone, Jr.
CRANFORD – New Jersey kids

can audition for the musical Bugsy
Malone, Jr., this year’s presenta-
tion by Theater Project Jr. in
Cranford.

Each summer, the program
takes students (ages 8 and up)
through an eight-week course
that culminates in three perfor-
mances for friends, family and
the community. Along the way,
students learn acting, build con-
fidence in themselves, make
friends and have a wonderful
time.

Auditions are being held on Sat-
urday, June 7, and parents may
schedule an appointment by
emailing Mary Iannelli at
mary@thetheaterproject.org.
Bugsy Malone Jr. will run August
15-17 at the Jardine Academy,
61 Myrtle Street in Cranford.

Rehearsals begin Tuesday, June
24, and are held from 6:30 – 9
p.m., Tuesday through Thurs-
day. Tuition is $350 with dis-
counts for siblings.

Fifteen-year-old Cranford resi-
dent, Ashleigh Poszyler, a vet-

eran of Theater Project Jr. (TPJ),
says “The director (Mary Iannelli)
is more fun to work with than any
other I have had.” Mark Lynch,
also of Cranford states, “TPJ was
the best acting experience I had
– the difference from Theater
Project Jr than any other place I
performed is the people there
are kind and just want to help
you.”

The Theater Project, a profes-
sional theater company in
Cranford and Maplewood, is cel-
ebrating 20 years of bringing
productions of the best contem-
porary plays to New Jersey. Their
mission is to enhance the cul-
tural richness of the community
by producing new or lesser-
known plays on challenging
themes, by introducing children
to the joys of live theater, and by
providing avenues for creative
expression for New Jersey play-
wrights.

For more information on The-
ater Project Jr., call (908) 809-
8865 or visit
www.TheTheaterProject.org.

As Garwood Councilman and a
member of the Garwood Finance
Committee, I feel a need to cor-
rect the record and provide an
accurate portrayal of what took
place at the Garwood Council
meeting held on April 22 regard-
ing the passage of the Garwood
Budget for 2014. This is regard-
ing the Garwood portion of prop-
erty taxes and does not include
the school or county taxes, which
equate to roughly 75 percent of
the total tax bill.

In January, the mayor ap-
pointed a bipartisan Finance
Committee consisting of two
Democrats and I (Republican),
mirroring the percentage makeup
of the council. Our committee
met several times with the
Garwood Chief Financial Officer
(CFO) and an outside auditor
who specializes in municipal bud-
gets. Our objective was to keep
any tax increase to a bare mini-
mum while not reducing the ser-
vices provided to the Garwood
residents. We finalized on a bud-
get that is the lowest increase in
12 years at $39 per $100,000 of
assessment.

A certain councilman, who had
not spoken up during the public
budget review meeting, decided
at the this council meeting to say
that he was not satisfied with the
proposed budget and wanted the
borough to use some of the sur-
plus dollars to reduce the tax to
zero. The finance chairwoman who
has held that position for three
years as well as the CFO and the
outside auditor all spoke up and
said that it was their expert opin-
ion that any further reduction in
the surplus would put the borough
at risk of requiring a bond be
issued to cover expenses until the
borough receives state aid which
is expected to start in August
making it several months behind
expenditures. The surplus also
protects Garwood against disas-
ters, is used to absorb tax appeals
and is considered good financial
management showing the strength

of the borough to bond reviewers.
Upon hearing this, one mem-

ber of the audience who had
spoken in favor of a zero tax
increase, came back to the mi-
crophone and said that we should
listen to our professionals and
apologized for bringing up the
idea of a zero tax increase. How-
ever, the Councilman continued
to speak up and he stated that if
the council would agree to his
suggestion to further reduce the
surplus giving a zero increase,
he would vote for the budget and
if not, then he would vote against.
Not getting a second to his mo-
tion for a zero increase, the bud-
get, as presented was approved
5-1 with this one Councilman
voting no. At no time did anyone
on the Council say that they en-
joyed tax increases, that they
wanted to raise taxes, that they
wanted to put the borough at risk
or that they wanted to place an
additional burden on the Garwood
residents by reducing services.

You do not have to take my
word on this. As the council meet-
ings are recorded, you can view

A Certain Garwood Councilman Decided to Say...
the budget discussion in its en-
tirety by going to youtube/RC-
boUQUsQ8 to see what took place
at the meeting. Then you can
decide for yourself.

Shortly after the budget passed,
this councilman then voted along
with the other council members
to increase Length of Service
Award Program (LOSAP) from
$1,150 to $1,589 per person for
our worthy volunteer firemen and
EMT personnel, while he voted
no to the budget to actually fund
the LOSAP for them. Then he
voted no to a modest increase of
1.75 percent equating to approxi-
mately $11,000 in pay for 13
non-union full- and part-time
Garwood employees including the
police chief and protected em-
ployees, saying that they should
not get a raise every year. One
last thought. When this certain
councilman was the Finance Com-
mittee chairman a couple of years
ago, the budget he presented to
the council included a surplus.

Garwood Councilman Mike Martin
Finance Committee Member
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