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Over the past several weeks, I
have had the great opportunity
to speak to so many of my
neighbors throughout Garwood.
I cannot express how grateful I
am for the genuine excitement
displayed for my campaign for
mayor. Regardless of party
affiliation or past voting
tendencies, the message has
been consistent; the taxpayers
are fed up with the broken system
of raising taxes, taking away
services and increasing debt.

In a time where each and every
one of us watches our finances
very closely, it’s hard to hide the
fact that taxes have increased
dramatically. In 2012, while the
state saw the smallest property
tax bump in more than two
decades, Garwood’s increase
almost tripled the state average.
Last year while many
communities in New Jersey saw
their property taxes decrease,
Garwood doubled the state
average. This year it is just more
of the same.

During a year when the town
saw a large surplus, enough to
cut taxes, the town leaders balked
and voted to yet again increase
taxes. One councilperson went
so far as to make excuses and try
to say that cutting taxes is a bad
thing. If we cannot cut taxes or at
the very least commit to a zero
percent increase in a year with a
surplus then we will only continue
to see taxes go up under the
current leadership.

All of the tax information can be
found on the New Jersey
Department of Consumer Affairs
website. In addition to the tax
increases, thanks to the ill-
conceived, poorly planned and
completely mismanaged Athletic
Complex, we have seen our debt

Candidate Seeking GOP Mayor Nod
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increase by 66 percent. The $3.3-
million project is now dipping
into the general fund to help pay
for added necessities.

As everyone knows, once a
political faction starts to dip into
funds it can snowball out of
control. The current
administration promised an end
to the status quo, but all we have
seen is just that.

As mayor, I will not downplay
the position and be a true leader
by representing the interests of
the taxpayers. I will not sit back
waiting for you to call me; I will be
out listening to the taxpayers
making sure your concerns are
heard. Over the next weeks I will
continue to discuss the issues
with you, the residents. Along
side of me, you may see my kids,
the true inspiration behind this
campaign. My 3-year-old son
Matteo will most likely be in his
little red car, my 7-year-old son
Nicholas bouncing around with
the energy of a jack rabbit, and
my brilliant 11-year-old daughter
Adrianna batting her big blue eyes.

In a few days my future scientist
daughter Kara will be home from
college joining the ride.

The taxpayers work very hard
for what they earn and a handful
of politicians taking from them is
inexcusable. The people of
Garwood deserve better. On June
3rd join us in sending a message
to the Republican establishment
that we want less taxes, less
spending and less debt by electing
new district leaders so we can fix
what is broken and allowing me
the honor of representing the
Republican Party as the nominee
for mayor — for an affordable
Garwood, for our future!

Salvatore Piarulli
Garwood

Garwood Education
Foundation Thanks Big

Heart Community
On behalf of the Education

Foundation of Garwood (EFG), I
would like to say thank you to the
many people and businesses that
support our foundation. The EFG’s
sole purpose is to enhance edu-
cation for Garwood’s students
through grants for teachers and
scholarships for 8th grade and
high school students.

Thank you to all of you that at-
tended our annual Appreciation Din-
ner on Thursday, April 24 at The
Westwood. I would also like to say
a big thank you to all the local
businesses that sponsored our ad
book. Thank you to Kevin Clark for
volunteering your time to design
and format our book. Also, thank
you to Advanced Printing in
Garwood for providing the printing
of the books at no charge to the
Foundation. Finally, thank you to
the Westwood for hosting us again
this year and for the past 10 years.
The Westwood provides an excel-
lent venue and has always been
very accommodating to the EFG.

We sincerely thank all of you.
The EFG Appreciation Dinner is a
true testament of the small town/
big heart community in Garwood.

Adele Lewis, Garwood
EFG Secretary

about 5,000 square feet and in-
clude 12 apartments on the up-
per levels.

Opposition to the proposal,
which was evident at all four
meetings beginning in Decem-
ber, came from a handful of
nearby property owners on Wil-
low Avenue, the street parallel
to South Avenue, and largely
focused on parking.

The planned building will have
18 on-site parking spaces, but
with eight one-bedroom apart-
ments, four two-bedroom
apartments and the retail
space, zoning code enforce-
ment official Victor Vinegra cal-
culated that the project will
require 16 more parking places,
or 34 total, to satisfy borough
ordinances. Mr. Tsapatsaris has
negotiated a 10-year lease for
five spots at the Garwood Rest
saloon, 350 feet to the east of
the site on South Avenue, and
is in negotiations for 15 more
with the owners of the bank-
rupt and largely abandoned
Casale metal works factory to
the west.

The board’s near unanimous
approval, with the exception of
Robert Scherer, came with vari-
ances for the off-site parking.

“We ultimately thought it
would be manageable,” Board
Chairman Steve Greet said.
“One of reasons the board voted
for the requested relief was that
[Mr. Tsapatsaris] was very re-
ceptive to items that were re-
quested in the design specs
and the iterations. The final
one looked like it fit well into
the transit village type of con-
cept.”

The most vocal opposition
once again came from Willow

Avenue residents Anthony
Prieto and Frank Kelly, who told
the board he owned six proper-
ties in Garwood, including one
adjacent to 331 South Avenue
and another on Willow Avenue.
On cross examination, he ac-
knowledged he did not reside
at any of the properties, board
member Bill Nierstedt said.

Like the previous meetings,
exchanges at the April 23 hear-
ing between Mr. Kelly and Mr.
Tsapatsaris’ attorney, John
Schmidt, became quite heated
and contentious, Mr. Nierstedt
said.

The plan also drew bipartisan
support from residents, includ-
ing Democratic Councilwoman
Sara Todisco and Republican
council Primary Election candi-
date Richard Dolan.

Mr. Nierstedt made the mo-
tion to approve the plan, citing
that it “removed a dilapidated
structure that has seen better
days, and eliminated a single
non-conforming dwel l ing
(single-family home at 325
South Avenue).”

“I can’t wait for when Garwood
has such a thriving downtown
that we have a parking prob-
lem,” he said.

Despite the laborious and
sometimes querulous proceed-
ings, Mr. Tsapatsaris was
pleased. “I’m very happy with
the affirmation of the project,”
he said. “After the meeting, my
team and I discussed pursuing
other projects in the borough.
From our perspective, we’re
wi l l ing to look at other
projects.”

In other action, Mr. Greet said
the board granted final approval
to Ermina Savino Livieri to add
two floors above her Emilia’s
Coiffures hair salon at 105 Cen-
ter Street for the construction
of four apartments.

Garwood Planning Board OKs
Mixed-Use Building on South

Probitas Verus Honos

Rosarians Plan Trip
To Showboat Sunday
GARWOOD — The Rosary Altar

Society of the Church of St. Anne
has planned a trip to the Show-
boat in Atlantic City this Sunday,
May 4. The bus will leave from St.
Anne’s Church, located at 325
Second Avenue in Garwood, at
11:30 a.m. sharp and return at
approximately 9:30 p.m.

The cost is $30 per person with
a slot return. Interested persons
are asked to make their reserva-
tion as soon as possible by call-
ing Jennie at (908) 789-0778 or
Eileen at (908) 789-0414.
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