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GARWOOD – The average
Garwood homeowner can expect
to see a tax increase of $133
next year due to the board of
education’s adoption of an $8.5-
million budget Tuesday night.

The increase for a home as-
sessed at $100,000 comes atop
the $39 hike required by the
adoption of the municipal budget
last month and despite a drop in
expenditures by the board of
$57,172 from the previous fiscal
year. Borough homeowners will
also pay a $65 increase to the
county after the freeholder board
passed the county budget last
Thursday.

The BOE, which approved the
budget 8-0, saw a decrease of
$900,000 in tuition costs paid to
Clark to send Garwood’s students
to Arthur L. Johnson High School
(ALJ) for the 2014-2015 school
year, but half of that was ne-
gated by increases in other ex-
penses, such as special educa-
tion costs.

The addition of one teacher
plus a part-time supervisor/
teacher coach (approximately
$100,000) for next year, along
with other anticipated costs in-
creased instruction expenses by
$162,860 or 7.4 percent. Facili-
ties costs jumped $77,783 or 6.6
percent, benefits were up
$72,842 or 8.5 percent and sup-
port services climbed $45,773 or
13.6 percent.

The addition of a third bus to
transport students to ALJ tacked
on another $30,013. The biggest
reason for the tax increase was
due to a reduction of revenue
from previous years’ surpluses,
or “fund balances,” said Michael
Donow, the interim school board
administrator who gave a
PowerPoint presentation to ex-

plain the budget.
“We didn’t put all the wish list

items in this budget. Let’s put it
that way,” Mr. Donow said. “There
were many wish list items that
didn’t make it, both
instructionally, facility wise.”

After utilizing $206,463 in
money from fund balances last
year, no money was available
from that pool for the upcoming
fiscal year in the “current ex-
pense” budget. Additionally, fund
balances provided $207,120 to
last year’s “debt service” bud-
get, but that is down to $121,931
in the budget approved Tuesday.

Both deficits were made up by
increasing the tax levy, Mr.
Donow said. The increased tax
levy of $142,294 in the current
expense budget is the 2 percent
maximum allowable under law
without approval needed from
the voters.

As for the debt service budget,
while that increased only $325,
the tax levy needed to offset the
loss of money from the fund bal-
ances increased by $85,514, or
28.2 percent, to $388,710. In
total, the board increased the
tax levy $227,808 to about $7.65
million, or 3.07 percent

Exacerbating the tax levy was
the reduction in the net evalua-
tion of the property in Garwood,
down $548,572 or .29 percent,
hiking the impact to 3.37 per-
cent. Mr. Donow suggested this
probably was due to property
owners winning tax appeals.

Mr. Donow said the tax levy
was mitigated by the use of about
$90,000 of unused capital fund-
ing, left over from the recon-
struction of Lincoln School at the
corner of Second Avenue and
Walnut Street.

The money further depletes the
approximately $1 million left over
from the school project, which
has been used annually to offset
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GARWOOD – Construction of a
$1-million-plus, mixed-use,
three-story apartment building
on South Avenue could begin in
two months after the owner was
granted approval by the Garwood
Planning Board on April 23.

The board voted 8-1 to allow
Nick Tsapatsaris of LAND of NJ,
Inc., to demolish the single-
family home he owns at 325
South Avenue, a greenhouse on
the adjacent property at 331
South Avenue and build over
the existing structure there. The
building is located across from
the Crunch gym in the Garwood
Mall and includes the Panda

House restaurant, Wireless
Point mobile phone store, Ken
Nails salon, as well as a vacant
space and three apartments on
the second floor.

“If it was up to us, we’d start
tomorrow,” Mr. Tsapatsaris told
The Westfield Leader by phone a
day after the vote. “We have to
apply for a building permit, which
we will be applying for shortly,
and go through the typical land
use procedure.”

Once started, Mr. Tsapatsaris
projected it would take six to
eight months to complete. The
vote culminated a five-month
process in which Mr. Tsapatsaris
went before the board four times
with three different versions of
his plan, finally settling on a 150-
foot-by-100-foot structure that
would approximately double the
current first-floor retail space to

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Catherine Miller, a senior goalie
on the girls lacrosse team, was recently ranked fifth in the state in saves with 156
saves. Ryan Shupp, a junior goalie, averaged 10 saves and four goals last week
in each of the Cougars’ three games.

GW Planning Bd. OKs
Mixed-Use Bld. on South

Garwood Board of Education Adopts
Budget; Taxes Rise $133 on Average

tax increases in recent years. Mr.
Donow said only about $85,000
remains and after next year, he
anticipates that reserve will be
eliminated.

Even with the $900,000 reduc-
tion in tuition expenses to Clark,
tuition remained the biggest
single expenditure in the budget
at $2,777,596, followed by in-
struction at $2,363,893. Facili-
ties were next at $1,264,148
followed by employee benefits at
$925,170.
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Probitas Verus Honos

Fido Fiesta/Dog Walk
Set Saturday at UCC
CRANFORD — People For Ani-

mals, Inc. will celebrate Cinco
de Mayo by hosting Fido Fiesta
and Dog Walk, a fund-raising
walk and pet fair, at Union
County College on Springfield
Avenue in Cranford. It will take
place this Saturday, May 3, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Activities will
include a group dog walk at
noon, dog games and races,
and a pet fair with pet-related
vendors including Petco, HSUS,
groomers, trainers, dog walk-
ers and retailers.

Participants who raise a mini-
mum of $25 may join an approxi-
mate one-mile group walk at
noon.  Dogs are welcome to Fido
Fiesta, sponsored by Petco Foun-
dation. Walkers are encouraged
to use the Sponsor/Pledge form
found at fidofiesta.com, People
for Animals’ Hillside and
Robbinsville clinics and area Petco
stores. The first 250 participants
at the event will receive a T-
shirt. All participants in the walk
will be entered into a raffle for
prizes. Non-walkers are welcome
to enjoy Fido Fiesta for $10 per
person; children will be admitted
for half-price and pets may at-
tend for free.


