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PERCONTE WHACKS TWO-RUN 3B, ZAZZALI DOUBLES

Blue Devils Erupt in Sixth,
Stun Raiders in Baseball, 8-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three errors in the first inning put
the Westfield High School baseball
team in a hole, but an eruption of six
runs in the sixth pushed the Blue
Devils on their way to an 8-4 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Bob
Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield on
April 22.

Aggressive base running, some
successful and some unsuccessful,
highlighted both teams’ intentions of
upping their run production. The 6-3
Blue Devils had a runner caught at-
tempting to steal second and had an-
other gunned down at the plate on a
great relay. The 6-4 Raiders also had
a runner caught stealing and another
gunned down at the plate.

The Blue Devils finished with 12
hits and Anthony Perconte sparked
that six-run sixth with a booming

two-run triple to right-centerfield.
Perconte (3-for-4, 2 runs scored) also
singled in the first and doubled in the
fifth.

“We were struggling all year. We
have had trouble hitting. We had to be
aggressive. We had to take chances.
We made mistakes defensively and
offensively. We had to do whatever
had to be done. It was nice to put it
together in that inning,” Perconte said.

Mike Ionta slapped an RBI double,
singled and walked, and Matt Storcks
went 2-for-2 with a double, scored
twice, walked, was hit-by-a-pitch and
added an RBI. Tyler Bowman had an
RBI single and scored once. Cal
Robertshaw, Dan DoCampo and Chris
Hogge each singled and scored once.
Marc Luino singled and had an RBI
sacrifice fly.

“We are hitting the ball better and
better. Anthony is hitting the ball well.

Mike Ionta is coming around. Things
will start to fall in place as it gets
warmer and warmer,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

The Raiders finished with nine hits
and leadoff hitter Christian Zazzali
doubled and scored, singled and drew
an intentional walk. Tyler O’Brien
tapped a pair of singles and scored
once, and Christian Isolda had two
singles and an RBI. Zach Lipshitz
drilled a double and scored once.
Chris Gibbons singled and his pinch
runner, Jeremy Scaldoni, scored.
Garrett Zito had an RBI single.

“Scotch Plains is a good team. They
were hitting the ball. Zazzali hit a
bomb in the first. We had two close
ball games with them and we had to
score late to beat them both times,”
Coach Brewster said.

Zazzali did hit a long double off
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ROTH WINS 1ST SINGLES TITLE, REICH 2ND SINGLES

Blue Devils Win 10th Straight
UCT Tennis Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Tyler Roth had several
rugged rungs to climb if he wanted to
be the Union County Tournament
(UCT) first singles champion. And
he succeeded to add cushion points to
the Westfield High School boys 10th
straight UCT title at Don Van Blake
Courts in Plainfield on April 24.

The Blue Devils won four of the

five flights and placed third in the
other to total 92 points, while the
Summit (S) Hilltoppers had one
champion and finished second with a
total of 78. Governor Livingston (GL)
took third at 44, followed by New
Providence (NP) at 40 and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood at 37. Oratory (O)
placed sixth at 29, followed by A.L.
Johnson (J) at 14, Cranford at 5, Day-
ton (D) at 4 and Elizabeth (E) at 3.

Roth’s first few steps on the ladder
to success were quite easy with shut-
out victories over Jordan Moass
(Union) and Josep Meijia (E), re-
spectively. Roth, seeded third, then
had to face second-seeded Raider Jeff
Rodgers, last year’s champ at first
singles, in the semifinals. Rodgers
received a bye in the first round then
topped Ross Schickler (D), 6-1, 6-3.
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Courtesy of a fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOP PLAYER IN UNION COUNTY...Blue Devil sophomore Tyler Roth knocked off the third seed and the top seed to
become the Union County Tournament champion at first singles on April 24.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD PLAY AT HOME...Raider catcher JT Beirne puts the tag on Blue Devil Marc Luino, No. 5, after a fine relay from
leftfield to the shortstop in the fifth inning at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield on April 22.

More photos at
Ballyhoo Sports

CHAMBLISS RAPS 6 RBI, SCHAEFER TOSSES 2-HITTER

Top-Seeded Blue Devils Rap
Lions, 15-0, in UCT Softball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some shifting in the regular posi-
tions allowed senior Shannon
Schaefer to step on the mound and
she performed admirably limiting the
Roselle Catholic Lady Lions to just
two hits, while walking just two, to
guide the top-seeded Westfield High
School softball team to a 15-0, five-
inning victory in the first round of the
Union County Tournament in
Westfield on April 28.

Schaefer allowed singles to
Amanda Johns in the first inning and
to Christina Drezsas in the fourth
inning and finished the game with six

strikeouts.
Offense was not a problem as the

10-1 Blue Devils recorded 13 hits,
including three doubles. Senior lead-
off hitter Cali Chambliss inflicted the
majority of the damage with a pair of
singles and a double, and six RBI,
while scoring three times. Julia
Criscuolo rapped two singles and a
double and finished with three RBI.
Chrissy Ferraro went 3-for-3, includ-
ing a double, scored all three times
and added an RBI. Liz Fox tapped
two singles, scored twice and had an
RBI. Elana Elliott had an RBI single,
scored twice and walked. Becca
Kaufman singled, scored twice and

walked. Bobbi Snyder walked and
scored twice, and Sam Velez walked
and scored once.

With Schaefer on the mound, Blue
Devil Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald
made a few more shifts in her defense
with Velez behind the plate and Fox
at first base.

“Shannon has been battling back
from a hand injury, so she hasn’t had
much pitching time this year. We
want to make sure, with such a small
team that we have, that everybody
stays healthy. She’s has been looking
really good lately and she’s comfort-
able with Sam behind the plate. Sam
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BANGED OUT AT SECOND...Blue Devil shortstop Cali Chambliss, No. 1, tags out Lion Samantha Ramirez after a fine
throw from catcher Sam Velez in the second inning. Blue Devil second baseman Julia Criscuolo backs up the throw.


