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Join us for our

Spring Open House
Sunday, May 4
1 to 3 p.m. or visit 

spprep.org/admissions 
today!

Saint Peter’s Prep
New Jersey’s Jesuit High School Since 1872

144 Grand Street | Jersey City, NJ 07302 | T: 201-547-6389 | www.spprep.org

That’s why it’s

“The friends you make at Prep 
will be your family for life.”

   – Luca Taite, ’11

The Sundance School, 
a private school for children  
2 years old through 5th grade,   
provides a balanced blend of
 • academic excellence
 • applied learning
 • unique theatre and  
  creative arts programs
 • computer technology

North Plainfield • 401 Greenbrook Rd. • 908.561.5055 
(Greenbrook Rd. & West End Ave.)

www.thesundanceschool.com

Now Accepting Enrollments 
 for 2014 Summer Program & 

2014-2015 Academic School Year.
Call or stop by for information.

Westfield Participates in
Project Child Find

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School District recognizes
the importance of providing services
to children with special needs
through its Project Child Find ef-
forts.

According to Dr. Michael
Weissman, Assistant Superinten-
dent for Pupil Services, “We pro-
vide evaluation services for resi-
dent children 3 to 21 years of age
who appear to have problems in
communication, motor, social-emo-
tional, or learning areas.”

Screening and evaluation services
are available to preschoolers (3-5);
to highly mobile students with dis-
abilities, such as migrant and home-
less students; and to students who
may be disabled even though they
are advancing from grade to grade.
Children found to be eligible for
special education and related ser-
vices are entitled to a free and ap-
propriate special education program
and related services.

Information is provided to par-
ents of children from birth through
two years through Project Child
Find at (800) 322-8174 or the

County Supervisor of Child Study
at (908) 654-9860.

If you know of children who ap-
pear to have one or more of the
following signs, ask their parents to
contact Dr. Michael Weissman at
(908) 789-4400 ext. 4442,
via e-mail at
mweissman@westfieldnjk12.org or
fax at (908) 789-3241.

A letter can also be sent to the
Office of Special Services, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Significant delays in acquiring
language or significant speech prob-
lems; significant difficulty walk-
ing, running, or manipulating small
objects; frequent health problems
or birth handicaps; consistent
trouble seeing or hearing; tendency
toward temper tantrums or exces-
sive anxiety or shyness; significant
difficulty playing appropriately
with other children; significant
problems paying attention and lis-
tening; and/or significant learning
issues.

All information about such refer-
rals and reports will be kept confi-
dential.

WF School District Launches
New Improved Website

NEW WEBSITE…The Westfield Public School district launched its new website
format at www.westfieldnjk12.org on April 21. Months of training took place
prior to the rollout, including a session at McKinley Elementary School where
web Project Manager and K-5 Master Technology teacher Jeanine Gottko,
standing, provides assistance to teachers.

WESTFIELD — Visitors to
www.westfieldnjk12.org will experi-
ence the start of a new and improved
website for the Westfield Public Schools
beginning on April 21.

“Our new website represents a key
element of our strategic plan and the
achievement of one of this year’s dis-
trict goals, which is to improve com-
munication between the district and all
our stakeholders,” stated Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan.

The new site bears a distinctively
different look and navigation due to the
formatting features offered by the
district’s new Learning Management
System called Edline, which is the suc-
cessor of the previous provider,
SchoolCenter.

Features include an updated calen-
dar, new design for ease of use, and new
staff directory, teacher and group pages.

Extensive training sessions for teach-
ers, staff and PTO leaders have taken
place over several months under the
guidance of Master Technology teach-
ers Jeanine Gottko (K-5) and Adam
Pizzi (6-12 grades). More than 600
teachers are launching new individual
web pages.

“We have spent the past eight months
training our teachers and staff on this
new system. Many teachers have pi-
loted the new site since the beginning
of the school year and the feedback
from those users and their students has
been positive. Our teachers and staff
have been working hard to ensure that
they understand the new system, and
we will continue to offer training and
support going forward,” stated Ms.
Gottko, who also serves as the website
project manager. “This new learning
management system will provide a
platform for more effective commu-
nication, collaboration, and creativ-
ity in and outside of our classrooms.
Edline will be a tool to help better
prepare our students for the 21st cen-
tury learning environments they will
face moving forward in their educa-
tional careers.”

The site will evolve in phases to
include the implementation of new digi-
tal tools, which will have the potential

to provide web page design; blended
learning – in which technology is used
to improve the learning process; blogs;
online discussions; posts of embedded
videos/podcasts/screen casts; a place
for student discussions; sharing re-
sources; and a shared calendar. Parents
and students will be provided logins for
the fall of 2014.

“As the new website evolves, we will
follow the standard themes of the Inter-
national Society for Technology
(ISTE), which include critical think-
ing, communication, collaboration, and
creativity,” explained Paul Pineiro, As-
sistant Superintendent of Curriculum
and Instruction.

Very supportive of the new website
rollout is the Board of Education’s
Technology Committee. Chair of the
Committee, Mitch Slater, stated, “This
is an exciting day for all stakeholders in
our district. I am very proud of all the
hard work done by our committee and
our Master Technology teachers Ms.
Gottko and Mr. Pizzi for advancing
state of the art technology in the
Westfield Public Schools. This is only
the first step of many new enhance-
ments (coming this fall – Facebook)
that will benefit all of our students,
faculty, parents and administrators. A
job well done!”

“We see this as a work in progress
and look forward to moving ahead in
developing our multi-faceted technol-
ogy initiative,” added Dr. Dolan.

THANK YOU…The crossing guards of Westfield are honored at the annual
Crossing Guard Recognition Breakfast on April 25. The event was sponsored by
the Parent Teacher Council and B.R.A.K.E.S. (Bikers, Runners And Kids are
Entitled to Safety), a pedestrian organization in Westfield. The crossing guards
play an important part in the completion of the goals of B.R.A.K.E.S.: to improve
safety for all pedestrians and to encourage children to walk or bike to school.

Redeemer Lutheran
School Flower and

Plant Sale
WESTFIELD — The Redeemer

Lutheran School, located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield,
is holding its annual Flower and
Plant Sale from now until Mon-
day, May 5. Orders can be placed
online or by mailing in orders to
the school.

Items for sale include: hanging
baskets, flats of petunias, New
Guinea impatiens, marigolds, as
well as Gerber daisies, gerani-
ums, to name a few!

Visit the website at
redeemerschoolwestfield.com for
ordering and additional informa-
tion.

A TASTE OF DIFFERENT CULTURES…Westfield Public Schools’ third
annual Café Cultural held this month at Westfield High School included more
than 600 participants who experienced a taste of different cultures. Fifth grade
students participating in the district Spanish program were invited to display
projects at the event, as well as share a favorite recipe. The cafeterias were filled
with music, food, and projects students had worked on in Spanish courses that
described themselves and their daily routines. The students and parents who
attended the event provided all of the delicious and interesting cultural food.
Spanish teachers Lisa DeSousa, Elise Brunhofer, Gonzalo Gonzalez-Vazquez,
and Michelle Muserlian were proud to share the successes of their students
during the event. Enjoying the festivities, standing, left to right, are: Maya
Simpson, Aprina Wang, Alexandra Savin, and John Spellman; seated, left to
right, are: Chloe Shanebrook-Wein, Kathryn Leary, Eva Terry, Gianna Davis,
Catherine Valencia, Alyssa Cafiero, Zachary Mendelson, Timothy O’Donnell,
Drew Pink and Brendan Kotiga.

Holy Trinity Presents
‘...And We’re Back’

MOUNTAINSIDE - Holy Trinity
Interparochial School Drama Club
will  Presents “...And We’re Back” on
Friday May 9, at 7:30 p.m. and Satur-
day, May 10, at 7:30 p.m. The perfor-
mances will take place at Holy Trin-
ity Interparochial School Mountain-
side Campus located at 304 Central
Avenue, Mountainside.

Director Paul O’Connor is expected
to deliver another fantastic perfor-
mance this year.

Tickets are $10 at the door the
night of each performance.

SM

Specializing in all aspects of
Mortgage Loan Financing

ROBERT DENA
Mortgage Loan Officer

973-568-0902
robert.dena@pncmortgage.com

Call for a free review of  your current mortgage or
get an in-depth pre-approval for your new dream home.

1 LINCOLN PLAZA
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

NMLS # 403800

WHS Receives Eight Theatre Award Nominations

AWARD WINNING PERFORMANCE…The Westfield High School (WHS)
stage is transformed into a mythical setting during Metamorphoses, the drama
performed by the WHS Theatre Department in the fall. The production has been
nominated for eight Montclair State University “Theatre Night Awards.”

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School’s Theatre Department received
eight Montclair State University “The-
atre Night Awards” nominations for
Metamorphoses.

The nominations include Outstand-
ing Overall Production, Outstanding
Production of a Drama, Outstanding
Achievement in Sound Design, Out-
standing Achievement in Stage Crew,
Outstanding Achievement in Costume
Design, Outstanding Achievement by
an Acting Ensemble, Outstanding Per-
formance by a Supporting Actress in a
Drama for sophomore Jesse
Zimmermann, and Outstanding
Achievement in Stage Direction for
Drama teacher Daniel Devlin.

According to the university, the nomi-
nees and recipients of the Theatre Night
Awards are selected through a rigor-
ous, multi-stage adjudication process
following viewing of more than 50
school plays statewide. Westfield High
School’s Metamorphoses is one of only
six plays nominated for Outstanding
Production of a High School Play.

Montclair State University (MSU)
will announce the winners at the The-
atre Night Awards on Monday, May
12, in Memorial Auditorium on the
MSU campus.

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our
Admissions Open Houses

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all Open Houses
Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade

Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com

Please RSVP to Lorie Zimmer at 908-233-7447
or lzimmer@christopheracademy.com

Scotch Plains Campus
May 18, 2014

12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
May 6, 2014 - 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

May 18, 2014 - 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548


