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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Garwood Education
Foundation Thanks Big

Heart Community
On behalf of the Education Foun-

dation of Garwood (EFG), I would
like to say thank you to the many
people and businesses that support
our foundation. The EFG’s sole pur-
pose is to enhance education for
Garwood’s students through grants
for teachers and scholarships for 8th
grade and high school students.

Thank you to all of you that at-
tended our annual Appreciation Din-
ner on Thursday, April 24 at The
Westwood. I would also like to say a
big thank you to all the local busi-
nesses that sponsored our ad book.
Thank you to Kevin Clark for volun-
teering your time to design and for-
mat our book. Also, thank you to
Advanced Printing in Garwood for
providing the printing of the books at
no charge to the Foundation. Finally,
thank you to the Westwood for host-
ing us again this year and for the past
10 years. The Westwood provides an
excellent venue and has always been
very accommodating to the EFG.

We sincerely thank all of you. The
EFG Appreciation Dinner is a true
testament of the small town/big heart
community in Garwood.

Adele Lewis, Garwood
EFG Secretary

American Humanist Association Is
Anything But Tolerant says Westfielder

The Treaty of Tripoli! Who knew it
was a landmark document? Written
by President John Adams when our
nation was in its infancy, people are
pointing to this as proof that we were
established as a godless nation in the
argument about whether the Pledge
of Allegiance should include the
phrase “under God” (“Family sues
Monmouth County school over ‘un-
der God’ in Pledge,” nj.com, April
21, 2014). The line they excerpt is,
“As the government of the United
States of America is not, in any sense,
founded on the Christian religion …”

This treaty was an agreement
forged between a nation of laws and
a Muslim theocracy. Although Chris-
tianity was by and large the religion
practiced by Americans, we were not
a Christian nation, certainly not in a
theocratic sense. Nothing could be
further from the truth. With centuries

of strife between Christians and Mus-
lims, Adams showed the people of
Tripoli that religion was not a prereq-
uisite for diplomatic relations with the
United States. However, while we are
not a Christian nation, we most cer-
tainly established our nation with the
rights endowed upon us by “the Cre-
ator” – most decidedly a reference to
God in the Declaration of Indepen-
dence – and Christianity certainly in-
fluenced our system of laws.

The Treaty of Tripoli in 1796 is one
of the first instances of our nation
demonstrating the religious tolerance
that was its central founding principle.
Two hundred and twenty years later
the actions taken by the American
Humanist Association to remove “un-
der God” from the Pledge is anything
but tolerant.

Mickey O’Brien
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

If Property Taxes Are the Top Issue,
Why Isn’t Stender Working On It?

Recently I noticed a press release
regarding the 2014 candidates for
Scotch Plains Town Council, where
these candidates’ local party chair-
person was quoted saying, “property
taxes are the top Issue.” This person
is Assemblywoman Linda Stender.
Her statement bucks her history on
keeping our taxes down.

As evidence, I will list a few ex-
amples:

1. I asked her and other elected
officials what the budget was and
expected cost for the Bridegate in-
vestigation. So far there has been no
word from her or either of the other
two. It must be nice to have unlimited
taxpayer funds for this witchhunt.

2. A few years ago a number of us
taxpayers asked her to support Sena-
tor Doherty’s sponsored bill for equal
school funding. This would have
meant that all districts in N.J. would
receive a fair amount of state aid. The
net result would have dropped our
property tax for that amount attrib-
uted to the local schools by around
half. This would have saved several
thousand dollars per household. There
was no word from her.

3. Most recently I asked her to
support the caps on public sector
workers. At first, the State Senate and
Assembly came up with the bill that
basically watered it down. The Gov-

ernor wisely declined to sign it. Then
it is my understanding the Senate and
the Governor came together to basi-
cally have a bill that returned the
caps. Well, Asw. Stender’s Assembly
refused to take any action. It appears
that they may be concerned with los-
ing Union political contributions. I
asked Asw. Stender and our other two
officials to keep me appraised of their
action. Neither she nor the other two
could be bothered.

4. Let us not forget, if I remember
correctly, her “volunteer organizer”
position for some $75K at Runnells
Specialized Hospital. This was with
thanks from our Union County, which
they themselves have no understand-
ing of any type of property tax caps.

5. The vote for the millionaire tax
supports over-spending rather than
living within our means.

If “property taxes are the top is-
sue,” why is Asw. Stender not work-
ing on it? One just hopes that anyone,
such as those previously mentioned
2014 candidates, be very careful what
lessons are learned from her example.

Keep in mind that she, as an in-
cumbent, failed to get the majority
votes in Scotch Plains during a recent
re-election bid.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

A Certain Garwood Councilman
Decided to Say...

As Garwood Councilman and a
member of the Garwood Finance
Committee, I feel a need to correct
the record and provide an accurate
portrayal of what took place at the
Garwood Council meeting held on
April 22 regarding the passage of the
Garwood Budget for 2014. This is
regarding the Garwood portion of
property taxes and does not include
the school or county taxes, which
equate to roughly 75 percent of the
total tax bill.

In January, the mayor appointed a
bipartisan Finance Committee con-
sisting of two Democrats and I (Re-
publican), mirroring the percentage
makeup of the council. Our commit-
tee met several times with the
Garwood Chief Financial Officer
(CFO) and an outside auditor who
specializes in municipal budgets. Our
objective was to keep any tax in-
crease to a bare minimum while not
reducing the services provided to the
Garwood residents. We finalized on a
budget that is the lowest increase in
12 years at $39 per $100,000 of as-
sessment.

A certain councilman, who had not
spoken up during the public budget
review meeting, decided at the this
council meeting to say that he was
not satisfied with the proposed bud-
get and wanted the borough to use
some of the surplus dollars to reduce
the tax to zero. The finance chair-
woman who has held that position for
three years as well as the CFO and the
outside auditor all spoke up and said
that it was their expert opinion that
any further reduction in the surplus
would put the borough at risk of
requiring a bond be issued to cover
expenses until the borough receives
state aid which is expected to start in
August making it several months
behind expenditures. The surplus also
protects Garwood against disasters,
is used to absorb tax appeals and is
considered good financial manage-
ment showing the strength of the
borough to bond reviewers.

Upon hearing this, one member of
the audience who had spoken in fa-
vor of a zero tax increase, came back
to the microphone and said that we
should listen to our professionals and
apologized for bringing up the idea
of a zero tax increase. However, the
Councilman continued to speak up
and he stated that if the council would
agree to his suggestion to further
reduce the surplus giving a zero in-
crease, he would vote for the budget
and if not, then he would vote against.
Not getting a second to his motion for
a zero increase, the budget, as pre-
sented was approved 5-1 with this
one Councilman voting no. At no
time did anyone on the Council say
that they enjoyed tax increases, that

they wanted to raise taxes, that they
wanted to put the borough at risk or
that they wanted to place an addi-
tional burden on the Garwood resi-
dents by reducing services.

You do not have to take my word
on this. As the council meetings are
recorded, you can view the budget
discussion in its entirety by going to
youtube/RC-boUQUsQ8 to see what
took place at the meeting. Then you
can decide for yourself.

Shortly after the budget passed,
this councilman then voted along with
the other council members to increase
Length of Service Award Program
(LOSAP) from $1,150 to $1,589 per
person for our worthy volunteer fire-
men and EMT personnel, while he
voted no to the budget to actually
fund the LOSAP for them. Then he
voted no to a modest increase of 1.75
percent equating to approximately
$11,000 in pay for 13 non-union full-
and part-time Garwood employees
including the police chief and pro-
tected employees, saying that they
should not get a raise every year. One
last thought. When this certain coun-
cilman was the Finance Committee
chairman a couple of years ago, the
budget he presented to the council
included a surplus.

Garwood Councilman Mike Martin
Finance Committee Member

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Bibelot – A small object whose

value lies in its beauty or rarity
2. Pennach – A plume or bunch of

flowers
3. Insouciance – Gay; lighthearted
4. Titivate – To dress up

USSUK
1. The bearded seal
2. A Scottish grandfather or great

grandfather
3. A long handled battle-ax
4. A large basket; a wicker basket for

carrying loads
CYNANCHE

1. A center of attraction; anything that
attracts attention

2. Canine; doglike
3. An inflammation of the throat or

windpipe causing difficulty in breathing
and swallowing

4. The constellation Ursa Minor
LIBIDINOUS

1. Self-absorbed, self-loving
2. Free spirited; open minded
3. Very lighthearted; overly cheerful
4. Lustful, lewd

SHELD
1. To gnaw or chew
2. Variegated or spotted
3. In the know; up to date
4. Shameful; corrupt

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Should Kean Univ. Pay Taxes
If It Acquires Merck Property?

Last week the Union County Freeholder Board
acted to oppose efforts by Kean University to pur-
chase the 54-acre Merck property across the street
from the university on Morris Avenue/Route 82 in
Union Township. Merck pays over $1.1 million in
property taxes, revenue that would be lost to both
Union Township and the county if a tax exempt
buyer like Kean acquires the property. In their reso-
lution, the freeholders said loss of this property on
the tax rolls would present a “financial hardship” to
both the township and the county.

The freeholders approved the resolution opposing
Kean’s efforts by a 5-0 vote, as Chairman Chris
Hudak, Vice-Chairman Mohamed Jalloh, Freeholder
Vernell Wright and Freeholder Sergio Granados all
recused themselves from the vote as Mr. Hudak and
Mr. Jalloh are employees of Kean, Mr. Granados is
a Kean graduate student and Freeholder Wright is a
Union Township resident.

Kean notified the township that it was exercising
its “right of first refusal,” which in laymen’s terms
means the university would have to be offered the
property before Merck could sell it to anyone else.
According to the freeholders’ resolution, Kean is
exercising that right per a 1986 agreement with the
former owner of the property — Schering-Plough.
Merck acquired Schering in 2009 and later merged
its operations, which included closing the Union
Township property. Merck recently announced it
would be shutting its Summit campus. So what will
be built on the 54 acres? According to Kean’s strate-
gic plan through 2020, the university wants to con-
struct 1,200 additional beds for undergraduate and
graduate students as well as implement a whole host
of new degree opportunities from its undergraduate
through doctorate programs. Our guess is new edu-
cation facilities would be built on the Merck prop-
erty.

According to a letter from Phillip Connelly, ex-
ecutive vice-president for operations at Kean, to
Union Town Administrator Ron Manzella, dated
June 20, 2013, Kean needs additional and replace-
ment facilities “to accommodate its consistently
growing enrollment” and to be a “competitive uni-
versity.” Union Mayor Clifton People called the
additional housing a “substantial increase” in the
township’s population that would result in “increased
demand” on township services.

In our opinion, if Kean purchases this property
they should be paying taxes like every other tax-
payer. The law should be changed. No one should be
exempt from property taxes. Everyone should share
the pain, then there would be a stronger voice to
bring property taxes under control. Over the years,
government, colleges and universities as well as
non-profits like the “Y’s” have not been paying

taxes, which only increases the tax burden on every-
one else. According to the New Jersey Tax Assessors
website, Kean’s main 117-acre campus is assessed
at over $49 million. But they pay zero dollars in
property taxes. Union has to provide emergency
services like fire and EMS to the university. With
another 1,200 students living on campus, the burden
on Union Township will be overwhelming.

Some town governments, like Union, are fighting
back against non-tax-paying entities. Kenilworth is
now collecting taxes from Union County on the
revenue it makes at its banquet facility at the Gallop-
ing Hill Golf Course. Union Township is doing the
same from the Ursino Restaurant, which is located
in Kean’s New Jersey Center for Science, Technol-
ogy and Mathematics (STEM) Building, located
across the street from its main campus.

In addition to taxes, as we have said before,
municipal planning and zoning boards should have
the authority to approve or reject applications from
colleges and governments that do not meet the
town’s regulations such as land-use ordinance, zon-
ing laws and fire codes, etc. Currently, these entities
are exempt from planning and zoning board approv-
als.

In our opinion, Kean needs to do a better job of
working with Union Township and residents in the
surrounding neighborhoods instead of ramming over-
development down their throats. And not paying
taxes just adds insult to injury.

WHS Lacrosse Thanks
All for Support of

Imagine Fundraiser
The Westfield High School girls

and boys lacrosse teams held their
annual program fundraiser on Satur-
day, April 19, to raise awareness for a
local organization called Imagine.
Imagine is a center that provides sup-
port to children, teenagers and adults
coping with the loss of a loved one.

Both teams would like to express
their gratitude to the Westfield com-
munity for supporting the fundraiser.
We received many generous dona-
tions. We collected 98 writing jour-
nals, 18 boxes of Sculpey Clay, $170
in Amazon gift cards, and $4,407 in
financial donations. All of these do-
nations and contributions will ben-
efit the Imagine Center located right
here in Westfield.

We would also like to thank all of
the businesses who kindly contrib-
uted to the success of this event:
Ferraro’s, Hershey’s, Juice House,
Manhattan Bagels, Michele’s on Pros-
pect, Publick House, Pure Barre, Tri-
ton Plumbing and Heating, Univer-
sal Lacrosse, and Wells Fargo Advi-
sors. Finally, we could not have done
this event without all of the support
from the lacrosse families who made
donations and volunteered their time
to plan and run the event.

Chris Aslanian, Dane Huber,
Jack Simcox, Alexis Kardias

Mary Randazzo, WHS Seniors

Judge OKs Decision
to Sell Widow's
Home over $6.30

Debt in PA?

Congressman Holt to
Visit Plainfield, May 5
PLAINFIELD - At 7 p.m. on Mon-

day, May 5,  Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th)
will host a town hall meeting at the
Plainfield Public Library. All resi-
dents of central New Jersey are in-
vited to attend to share their views
and hear updates on issues affecting
the community, including health care,
job creation, college affordability, and
more. The town halls are free and
open to press and the public.

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

See more letters on page 5

Is System Skewed
And Indiscernible?

You’ve heard that property taxes are “capped” at a
2-percent maximum increase. If you suspect that
your actual property tax will go up more than 2
percent, you’re probably correct. Next week, we’ll
summarize why.

Over the last several editions, we’ve published the
budgets for this coming year of the taxing entities
including schools, towns, sewer charges and the
county.

We suggest you study the County Tax Table on
page 10 of today’s edition. You may ask how a town
of 30,000 (Westfield) with no industrial base pays
more taxes to the county than a city of 150,000 with
a major harbor, an international airport and a strong
industrial base (Elizabeth).

We invite your views on the matter for next week
to be published as letters to the editor. Next week, we
have our special, large circulation edition sent to
everyone in Westfield along with our regular sub-
scribers in other towns.


