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Westfield Community Open House
Same day as Westfield Spring Fling *Sunday, May 4th*    *12-4pm*

(Rain date:  Sunday, May 18th, 12-4pm)

"For the past five years,
Dr. Arida has been voted

One of America's Top Dentists"
- Consumer Research Council of America

Our office renovations are complete and the

"Kids Zone" is ready for play!  Please join us

at our open house to see what we have to

offer you. Current patients and friends  -

please come join the celebration!

For the Healthy,

Beautiful Smile of

your Dreams!

Quality Dentistry For YOU and Your Entire Family
Here at Dr. Arida's office, we know how important it is to feel comfortable that the treatment you are
receiving is professional, top quality and provided with great care.  We have expanded our practice
with the resources and staff to care for you and your entire family in the same location.  We are proud
to provide our patients of all ages comprehensive dental care including implant placement, root
canals, wisdom teeth removal, and cosmetics right here in our office.  We also have a second location
in Caldwell, New Jersey to ensure that we have a doctor available for both emergencies and routine
treatment, providing almost 80 hours coverage Monday through Saturday.

131 S. EUCLID AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ  07090

908-654-6262

WWW.DRARIDA.COM

45 SMULL AVENUE

CALDWELL, NJ  07006

973-228-0200

WWW.DRARIDAINCALDWELL.COM

Come see D
r. Arida's

newly created

Meet the doctors and staff and enjoy games, give-aways, refreshments and more.

TOURING UCC...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) visits with Union County College
President Margaret M. McMenamin and UCC students at MacKay Library on
the college’s Cranford campus. During his visit on April 17 he had a tour of the
campus, which included the library, cafeteria, and the Richel Student Commons.
In each location he had the opportunity to speak with students.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Legislative Panel on Lane
Closures Issues Subpoenas

The legislative committee investigat-
ing the George Washington Bridge lane
closings last week subpoenaed four more
witnesses to testify next month, includ-
ing the executive director of the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey,
nj.com has reported.

Receiving subpoenas were Patrick Foye,
executive director of the authority; Chris-
tina Genovese Renna, Governor Chris
Christie’s former director of intergovern-
mental affairs; William Schuber, a Port
Authority commissioner; and Michael
Drewniak, a spokesman for the governor.

Wisniewski Says Bramnick
Should Stick With Lawmaking

Stick with lawmaking, not comedy,
Assemblyman John Wisniewski (D-19,
Sayreville) said of Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) last week,
politicsnj.com has reported.

Asm. Wisniewski, co-chairman of the
joint legislative committee investigating
the George Washington Bridge lane clo-
sure controversy, was responding to Asm.
Bramnick’s recent comment about chang-
ing the name of the so-called Bridgegate
investigation to the “Wiz-gate” hearings.

“Clever,” Asm. Wisniewski responded.
“While it’s clever, I think Jon Bramnick
is a better minority leader than a come-
dian.”

Asm. Bramnick, who was elected to
the Assembly in 2003, is known for the
standup comedy routines he does to help
raise funds for charities.

“Apparently Wisniewski doesn’t at-
tend the performances,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “What is funny is that Steve Kornacki
of MSNBC appears to be the new co-
chair of the committee. Announcements
of committee actions have been made on
the Kornacki show with co-chairman
Wisniewski.”

“The term Wiz-gate is appropriate in
order to make it clear to the public that
this is not a bipartisan investigation,”
Asm. Bramnick said. “We have the former
chairman of the Democratic Party acting
unilaterally and in a partisan manner with-
out the involvement of duly appointed
members of the committee.”

Prieto, Cryan Hail PA’s Decision
To Raise Wages at Newark Airport

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20,
Union) and Assembly Speaker Vincent
Prieto (D-32, Secaucus) last Thursday
hailed the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey’s decision to increase the
minimum wage for workers at all area
airports, including Newark Liberty Inter-
national Airport, according to a Assem-
bly Majority office press release.

Asm. Cryan and Speaker Prieto spon-
sored a resolution approved by the As-
sembly in March urging the Port Author-
ity to request and support increase in the
minimum wage for workers at Newark

Airport. When they introduced the solu-
tion, which was supported by Democrats
but opposed by Republicans, the law-
makers said that the agency had already
requested and indicated its support for a
$1 per hour increase in pay for New York
airport workers earning $9 per hour or
less at the urging of administration of
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo.

“Like all workers, Newark Airport em-
ployees deserve jobs that allow them to
support their families and live with dig-
nity,” Asm. Cryan (D-Union) said. “...A
living wage and economic fairness are core
principles that we should all support.”

“This was all about fairness and in the
end the right thing was accomplished,”
Speaker Prieto said.

Rep. Grimm Surrenders to FBI
To Face Fraud Charges

Rep. Michael G. Grimm (R-N.Y.) sur-
rendered Monday to the FBI in New
York to face multiple charges connected
to a health food restaurant he ran before
entering Congress in 2011, according to
The Washington Post. The restaurant had
ties to a celebrity rabbi whose followers
donated more than $500,000 to Rep.
Grimm’s campaign in 2010.

"Michael Grimm made the choice to
go from upholding the law to breaking
it," U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch said,
according to a Fox News report. "And in
doing so, he turned his back on every
oath he had ever taken."

The congressman has vowed to fight
the charges. Fox News reported that his
attorney, William McGinley, said the
"government has pursued a politically
driven vendetta against Congressman
Grimm and not an independent search for
the truth."
Lawmakwers Urge Congress to Block

HUD From Diverting Sandy Aid
Republican legislators representing

Jersey Shore communities impacted by
Superstorm Sandy will introduce resolu-
tions in both houses of the Legislature
urging the United States Congress to
block a reported effort by the federal
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) to divert more than $1
billion from remaining Sandy aid fund-
ing to projects in other parts of the coun-
try, according to a media release. The
resolutions will be introduced by Senator
Jim Holzapfel and Assemblyman Greg
McGuckin, both of the 10th Legislative
District. Other GOP lawmakers from the
shore area joined as co-sponsors of the
resolutions.

“...HUD wants to take away more
than a billion of federal Sandy disaster
assistance while thousands of our resi-
dents and business owners are still
waiting for help. That’s just wrong,”
according to a joint statement by the
legislator included in a media release
issued by the Senate Republican Of-
fice.

DWC Reports on Girls
Night Out, Spring Fling
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), manage-
ment entity of the town’s Special Im-
provement District (SID), on Monday
night learned of the success its Girls
Night Out promotion as well as this
Sunday’s Spring Fling, an event spon-
sored by the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (GWACC).

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin first reported on the success of its
Girl Nights Out, a shopping and dining
event which is held biannually in the
downtown area.

“The biggest event we do is Girls’ Night
Out, which was held last Thursday,” Ms.
Cronin stated. “We had an army of volun-
teers to help us. The ladies seemed to
really like it…there were a lot of things for
them to do going around town.”

Ninety-two businesses were in-
volved in the event by remaining open
late and providing discounts and give-
aways.

Ms. Cronin said the event was spon-
sored by Advanced Wellness of
Westfield, Barnabas Health, David Real-
ity Group, Lord & Taylor, Morgan Stanley
and the Skin Laser & Surgery Specialists
of New York and New Jersey.

“By all accounts everyone was happy.
We had a nice night,” Ms. Cronin stated.
“Any place that actually had a special
event seemed to do really well.”

Ms. Cronin said participants came from
178 towns across New Jersey, which
accounts for over 31 percent of the total
towns in the state. The participants also
came from New York, Pennsylvania,
Connecticut and Louisiana. Twenty-eight
percent of the participants were from
Westfield, which represents a drop from
recent years. However, over 2,500 women
did show for the event, representing a
significant increase from last year’s total
of 1,800 participants.

Ms. Cronin also stated that photos

from the event may be viewed online at
girlsnightoutwestfield.shutterfly.com/
and on DWC’s Facebook page.

Ms. Cronin next announced that
GWACC’S 20th annual Westfield Spring
Fling will be held this Sunday, May 4
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in downtown
Westfield. The event will be held rain or
shine. Several streets will be closed in the
downtown area for the event and there
will be free parking for all visitors.

Promoted as a “fun family festival,”
Spring Fling will have vendors selling
wares, arts and crafts, a section for rides
for children and food booths.

In other news, the board approved
several grants to be awarded to busi-
nesses within the SID. Blue Jasmine
Floral Design & Boutique, located at 23
Elm Street; N & C Jewelers, located at
102 Quimby Street; JL Makeup Art-
istry, 231 North Avenue, West, and
Details Made Simple, 231 North Av-
enue, West. Each will receive a grant to
subsidize a portion of expenses for im-
proving their facades.

Ms. Cronin announced that New
Jersey’s 350 “pop-up store” will be vis-
iting Westfield from Wednesday, July 9
to Saturday, July 12 and is asking for
volunteers to man the store. The state is
celebrating its 350th anniversary by
hosting a year-long celebration of events,
concerts and other promotions includ-
ing the pop-up store. The pop-up store
will be selling merchandize related to
New Jersey’s history and will be mov-
ing from town to town throughout the
year.

Ms. Cronin stated she is in the process
of determining a site for the store in the
downtown area. For more information on
the NJ 350 project, visit
officialnj350.com.

The DWC’s next Board of Directors
meeting open to the public is sched-
uled for Monday, June 23 at 7:30 p.m.
The DWC office is located at 105 Elm
Street.

Zoning Bd. Hears Report
On Affordable Housing
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Last Thursday
evening the board of adjustment heard a
brief presentation by John Chadwick,
borough planner, on why the borough
has to amend its master plan to meet its
affordable housing obligations as man-
dated by the state, while complying with
the municipal land use laws. He stressed
that all zoning would stay in place. The
amendment was unanimously adopted
by the board.

Mr. Chadwick identified five tracts of
land for development within the borough
to be used to include affordable housing.
They are: five acres off Route 22 in the
western portion of the borough off of
Route 22, West. He said the Ponds project
would go there and it would be
townhouses that would be age restricted
(55 and over or 62 and over), and that 20
percent of those units would be desig-
nated for moderate to low income for
families, which have no dependents un-
der the age of 18.

He also said there is property on Glo-
bal Avenue, which runs parallel to Route
22 off the east bound side near Echo Lake
Park. Mr. Chadwick also identified prop-
erties on Little Avenue and on Spring-
field Avenue. He also said there is bor-
ough-owned land off Route 22 between
past Mountain Avenue, east of New Provi-
dence Road. He continued by saying

these tracts must be certified and in keep-
ing with municipal land use law. The
Council On Affordable Housing (COAH)
guidelines mandate that any affordable
units, once purchased, must retain that
designation for the next 30 years and
cannot be resold at market prices during
that period.

Mr. Chadwick concluded his presen-
tation by saying, “This is the most effec-
tive plan for the borough.”

According to Mr. Chadwick, COAH
has told the borough it needs to have 114
affordable units. The borough presently
has six, which are designed for persons
with disabilities. Mr. Chadwick declined
to reveal the location of those units in
deference to those residents. In a follow-
up conversation with The Westfield Leader
and The Times to the meeting, Mr.
Chadwick said the developer of the Ponds
and the borough had been in dispute about
the Ponds project. He said to avoid costly
litigation, both parties jointly appeared to
the court to seek an answer. He said the
court issued an order in the matter, which
both parties agreed to follow.

In other business, the board voted to
approve the application of Christopher
Czapek of Maple Court who is requesting
to construct a two-story addition to his
home and extend his front porch across the
entire front width of the home. Several
minor variances for setbacks and lot cov-
erage were granted to the applicant.

Conference Planned
For Non-Profits

Two Hundred Club
To Hold Valor Awards
Luncheon on May 9th
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Two Hun-

dred Club of Union County will honor 10
police officers and firefighters who have
been selected for this year’s annual Valor
Awards at the 45th annual luncheon to be
held on Friday, May 9 at L’Affaire on
Route 22 in Mountainside.

Tickets are $65 per person and can be
obtained by calling the club office at
(908) 206-0200 or by e-mailing
bgallagher@uc200club.org.

Among those being honored for hero-
ism are Lieutenant Joseph Zito and Of-
ficer James Richie of the Scotch Plains
Police Department, Chief Richard Trigo
and Sergeant Marc Gottlick of the
Fanwood Police Department and the
Union County SWAT.

COUNTY – Non-Profit executives in
Union County are invited to attend the
“Doing Good – Better” conference,” a
full day of workshops designed to help
non-profit organizations sustain and im-
prove their operations while managing
the bottom line challenges of today.

The conference is scheduled for Thurs-

day, May 1, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at L’Affaire, 1099 US Highway 22 East
in Mountainside. The registration fee of
$25 includes three workshops along with
a light breakfast, lunch networking op-
portunities, and resource booths.

The three workshops are: “Creating
Financial Sustainability in Hard
Times,” “Meeting the Bottom Line:
Maximizing Resource Generation,”
and “Innovation in Nonprofi t
Sustainability.”

The Doing Good – Better conference
is sponsored by Community Access Un-
limited and hosted by the Union County
Non-Profit Consortium (UCNPC). To
register online, visit the UCNPC events
page at Constant Contact by Monday,
April 28.

The UCNPC Steering Committee in-
cludes Community Access Unlimited,
Prevention Links, the County of Union
Department of Human Services, Eliza-
beth Coalition to House the Homeless,
Families And Communities Together
(FACT), YWCA of Eastern Union
County, Homefirst Interfaith Housing and
Family Services, Inc., Legal Services of
New Jersey, and CONTACT We Care,
Inc., and the Urban League of Union
County.

For more information, call (908) 527-
4808.


