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SP Board OKs Subdivision
On Mountainview Avenue

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNNERS UNITE…Runners make their way to the finish line during the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA’s “United for
a Cause” 5K race held Saturday morning. The race was sponsored by the YMCA and Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA.
Proceeds from the race will benefit the Livestrong Program at the YMCA and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Council
Health and Wellness Scholarship.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board unanimously approved
a minor subdivision application at
its brief meeting on Monday
evening.

Joseph DeRose will divide the
100-foot by 100-foot lot at 214
Mountainview Avenue into two 50-
foot by 100-foot lots and build a
new house on each lot.  Presently,
the property has a one-story brick
house with a wood-frame detached
garage at the rear.

In response to a question from

Board Attorney Phil Morin, engi-
neer James Watson said Mr. DeRose
would agree to a stipulation that the
township be provided with a plan to
manage stormwater runoff at the
site before approvals for the con-
struction of the new homes is
granted.

Board member John Thompson
remarked that the proposed new
homes would be markedly larger
than other homes in the neighbor-
hood. Board member Theresa Flood
similarly noted that the new houses
would look different from the rest

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholders Adopt $504-Mil.
Budget; Taxes to Increase

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WINTER COAT…A docent of the Miller-Cory House Museum spins wool
during the Sheep-to-Shawl Festival held at the museum on Sunday afternoon.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board adopted a $504-
million budget, Thursday, that will
increase taxes in 15 of the county’s
21 towns. Overall, the county’s
$327.1-million tax levy is up $9.5
million, the lowest tax hike in five
years, county officials have said.

According to a tax summary pro-
vided by the Union County Board
of Taxation, locally, Westfield will
be taxed $36,714,542, an increase
of $2,153,798. Taxes in Scotch
Plains will be $19,719,206, up
$859,375 over 2013, with Fanwood
paying $5,574,231, a hike of
$177,374. Garwood will pay
$3,306,489, an increase of $78,347,
with Mountainside taxed
$8,531,026, an increase of
$345,278. Taxes are also increas-
ing in Berkeley Heights, Clark, Hill-
side, Linden, New Providence,
Plainfield, Summit, Union and
Winfield. Summit, which tradition-
ally has paid the second highest
tax, will pay $34,500,480, up
$647,169. Last year the city saw a
$3-million tax hike.

Cranford is among six towns that
will see their taxes decline. Town-
ship property owners will pay
$19,164,066, down $291,752 from
last year. Taxes are also decreasing
in Kenilworth, Rahway, Roselle,
Roselle Park and Springfield.

Based on the average assessments
in towns, an average home in
Westfield will pay $3,570 in county
taxes, up $254 from last year. Scotch
Plains residents will pay an average
of $2,425, up $135; Fanwoodians
will pay $2,065, up $90; Garwood,
$1,807, up $65; Mountainside,
$2,934, a hike of $182; and Cran-

WORK WELL DONE..Les Bartell, Ralph Checchio and Mark Grabowski,
pictured, from left to right, accept award plaques on April 24 at Giovanna's
Restaurant in Plainfield for their donation and work done on the Scotch Plains
Vietnam Memorial.
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ford, $2,135, up only $4 from last
year.

“Overall, the county appears to
have stemmed the tide of eroding
revenue collections while taking
long-term steps to create new rev-
enue streams,” said Freeholder Vice-
Chairman Mohamed Jalloh, chair-
man of the board’s fiscal affairs
committee, in a prepared statement.
“We are also undertaking proactive
measures controlling our costs for
future budgets.”

In his executive budget statement,
County Manager Al Faella said the
county ratable base has dropped
2.45 percent or $1.6 billion.

Commenting at a public hearing
on amendments to the county bud-
get where the tax levy was reduced
$3.7 million and the overall budget
by $3.6 million from the introduced
spending plan in March, Tom
Getzendanner, a retired Summit
councilman, said while the county
was going in the right direction by
lowering its original 4.2-percent tax
levy increase to 3 percent, he would
like the freeholders to get the in-
crease down to the state’s 2-percent
mandate. He urged the freeholders
not to utilize any of the “categorical
waivers” the state allows for spend-
ing outside the tax levy cap.

He also said he was opposed to
“cap banking,” a process that al-
lows governments to take advan-
tage of staying under the cap in
previous years. While Mr.
Getzendanner referred to cap banks
as an “evil antic that avoids tough
tradeoff decisions,” a number of
freeholders said this system pro-
vides the county with fiscal flex-
ibility and/or options. The freehold-
ers passed a resolution to initiate a

Chivukula Focused on Education,
Jobs in Run for Congress

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Currently serving his
seventh term as a New Jersey Assem-
blyman, Democrat Upendra
Chivukula of Somerset County is
running against Assemblywoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-15th,
Mercer), Senator Linda Greenstein
(D-14th, Middlesex) and plasma
physicist Andrew Zwicker of
Princeton, for the 12th Congressional
District seat, which will be vacated
when current Democratic Congress-
man Rush Holt (D) retires later this

year. The winner will face medical
doctor Alieta Eck, the Republican
candidate, in the November General
Election.

After spending 35 years working
as an electrical engineer in the private
sector, Asm. Chivukula began his
political career in 1997 as a council-
man on the Franklin Township Coun-
cil. In 2000, he ran for mayor, and
one year later ran for state Assembly.
He previously ran for Congress in the
7th Congressional District against in-
cumbent Rep. Leonard Lance (R) in
2012.

“I have been making use of my
engineering background by coming
up with policy regarding clean en-
ergy,” Mr. Chivukula told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times of his current
role. “We are also looking into how
we can create competitiveness in the
market.”

Mr. Chivukula was motivated to
run for Congress by the lack of scien-
tists and engineers in Washington,
D.C. He also points to his “humble
beginnings” in Chennai, India, where
he grew up living in a hut with three
generations, including his five sib-
lings, and believing that he could
achieve the “American Dream”
through hard work and perseverance.

“I know there are things that need
to be done to help the people: hunger,
homelessness, a lack of education
and opportunity; a lack of affordable
healthcare,” Mr. Chivukula said. “I
[want to] preserve and expand Social
Security and Medicare – no one
should be denied affordable
healthcare – and develop innovative
ways to combat climate change.”

If elected, Mr. Chivukula says he
wants to continue the work being done
by Congressman Holt, and invest in
education and trying to create jobs.

“I have a well-rounded background
with experience in both government
and the private sector,” Mr. Chivukula
said. “My approach to problem-solv-
ing is based in my engineering back-
ground and it is how to get something
done in Washington.”

Mr. Chivukula told The Times he
thinks the number-one issue right
now is job creation, since people with-
out jobs also lack health insurance.

“In Washington, people get hung
up on partisanship and spend too
much time on rhetoric rather than
solving the problem,” Mr. Chivukula
said. “Washington could use one
more engineer and scientist [and] I
bring a unique background, which is
helpful.”

WF Zoning Bd. Begins
Hearing on Preschool

AND THE WINNER IS...The Gateway Chamber of Commerce named Roselle
Park Mayor Joe Accardi as Mayor of the Year at its mayors dinner last week.
Pictured, from left to right, are: nominees for the Mayor of the Year, Roselle Mayor
Jamel Holley, Garwood Mayor  Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor Accardi and Scotch
Plains Mayor Kevin Glover. They are shown here prior to the announcement.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At a special meeting
of the board of adjustment last Wednes-
day evening, the board heard the appli-
cation of Cradles to Crayons, a day care
preschool facility, to demolish an exist-
ing building and construct a two-and-
a-half-story building with a basement
and attic at 417 West Broad Street near
the Plinton Curry Funeral Home.

The applicant and owner, Cheryl
Palhares, now operates a facility of
the same name located at 649 Central
Avenue, which she has operated for
16 years. She is seeking variance
relief from the land-use ordinances
such as residential requirement, set-
backs, parking spaces, building
height, lot coverage, wall length, base-
ment useage, signage and setbacks.

Her attorney, Matthew Sontz, told
the board that Ms. Palhares wants to
keep her business in town. He said
the facility has been approved to
accept 106 students, who would not
all be there at the same time. Mr.
Sontz said the basement of the build-
ing would only be used for playtime
on a rainy day. He said the business
would operate Monday through Fri-
day from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. He also
said the children would range in age
from infants through kindergarten,
and there would be 25 employees,
some full-time and some part-time.

Ms. Palhares said the children would
be dropped off and signed in by their
parents. She added that the morning
drop-off time would be from 7 to 8:30
a.m. with the afternoon pick-up time

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP-F Board of Education
Adopts School Budget

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Unanimously,
members of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education passed the
2014-2015 school budget last Thurs-
day evening at their regularly sched-
uled meeting. This was the public bud-
get hearing.

The $81,179,342 budget that was
originally tentatively passed upon its
first reading more than a month ago
includes a debt service payment of
$1,639,850 and an operating fund of
$79,539,492.

 Deborah Saridaki, the board secre-
tary and business administrator, gave a
presentation of the budget in February
noting that the percentage increase from
last year’s budget for both Scotch Plains
and Fanwood equals 3.33 percent. She
noted that the estimated tax impact for
the average Scotch Plains assessed
home of $125,600 is an increase of
$253.62 while Fanwood’s increase
weighed in at $213.21 for an average
assessed home of $84,628. It also was
noted from Ms. Saridaki’s report that
the increase was at the 2-percent cap.

Ms. Saridaki also noted that the op-
erating budget includes a $362,589

increase for employee health-care costs
as well as salary increases. She also
stated that revenue from state aid will
remain at the same level as in 2013-
2014.

It was noted that the budget also
includes summer work for aligning
assessments to the common core, pro-
fessional development for middle
school math and textbook upgrades for
seventh-grade U.S. Government, Span-
ish II and AP Physics. According to
Ms. Saridaki, the budget also reflects
7.4 new staff positions throughout the
district. These include an instructional
coach, two middle-school teachers, a
supervisor of technology and data, a
tech support employee, a high-school
guidance counselor and science teacher
and a part-time high-school Mandarin
teacher.

Ms. Saridaki also said that the dis-
trict had continued to fund mainte-
nance and capital projects within the
budget, noting that if the district did not
use the banked cap, it would be asking
for a bond referendum relative to pres-
sure points, like maintenance projects
that need to be done. She further ex-
plained that $1.34 million has been
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