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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CLEANUP...Earth Day volunteers spread wood chips on Saturday morning in
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

EARTH DAY...The Westfield High School boys’ lacrosse team takes a break
after cleaning up debris and garbage from the basketball court and surrounding
area near Gumbert Field in Westfield on Sunday in honor of Earth Day.

Brian Branch Price for The Westfield Leader
GIRLS NIGHT OUT…Robert Suchan, as Aunt Barbara, presents her Tupperware products at The Farmhouse Store
during “Girls Night Out” in Westfield on April 24. The event is sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation, which
manages the Westfield Special Improvement District.

Westfield  Zoning Board Begins
Hearing on Preschool Facility

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At a special meeting
of the board of adjustment last Wednes-
day evening, the board heard the appli-
cation of Cradles to Crayons, a day care
preschool facility, to demolish an exist-
ing building and construct a two-and-
a-half story building with a basement
and attic at 417 West Broad Street near
the Plinton Curry Funeral Home.

The applicant and owner, Cheryl
Palhares, now operates a facility of the
same name located at 649 Central Av-
enue, which she has operated for 16
years. She is seeking variance relief
from the land use ordinances such as
residential requirement, setbacks, park-
ing spaces, building height, lot cover-
age, wall length, basement useage,

signage, and setbacks.
Her attorney, Matthew Sontz, told

the board that Ms. Palhares wants to
keep her business in town. He said the
facility has been approved to accept
106 students, which would not all be
there at the same time. Mr. Sontz said
the basement of the building would
only be used for playtime on a rainy
day. He said the business would oper-
ate Monday through Friday from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. He also said the children
would range in age from infants through
kindergarten, and there would be 25
employees, some full-time and some
part-time.

Ms. Palhares said the children would
be dropped off and signed in by their
parents. She added that the morning
drop-off time would be from 7 to 8:30

a.m. with the afternoon pick-up time
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Ms. Palhares said
snack time followed by nap time would
be from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. She also said
there would probably be about four
events that would take place during the
year, such as graduation and a holiday
show. She also said there would be six
age appropriate classes. Ms. Palhares
said there would be lower enrollment
during the summer months.

Architect Robert Algarin said the
younger children would be on the first
floor and the older children on the
second floor, which would contain an
office and three classrooms. He said
the new building would look residen-
tial in character and have double hung
windows with shutters. There are no
plans for an elevator. Gordon Meth, a
planning consultant for the board, asked
about a separate lunch area. Ms.
Palhares said the children would eat in
their classrooms.

Project Planner Anthony Gallarano
said the ingress would be on the left
side of the building and the egress on
the right. He also said the property
would be landscaped and screening
would be provided by cypress trees on
the perimeter of the property. He stated
the lighting would be decorative with
two standing light poles. He said there
would be a refuse enclosure at the rear
of the building and fencing in the back
and side yard, one of which would
contain a play area.

Bill Cooley of West Broad Street
asked about the front yard setback be-
ing consistent with the rest of the hous-
ing on the street. He was also con-
cerned about traffic, calling the morn-
ing traffic “horrendous.”

Mr. Gallarano responded, “We’re
deviating from front yard setback re-
quirements, but not by much.”

Harold Maltz, the applicant’s project
transportation/traffic consultant, said
the egress would come out on West
Broad Street. He said the roadway,
with parking, would be 36 feet wide
and that the speed limit was 25 m.p.h.
on the street. He also said most parking
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GW Planning Bd. OKs
Mixed-Use Bld. on South

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Construction of a
$1-million-plus, mixed-use, three-
story apartment building on South
Avenue could begin in two months
after the owner was granted approval
by the Garwood Planning Board on
April 23.

The board voted 8-1 to allow Nick
Tsapatsaris of LAND of NJ, Inc., to
demolish the single-family home he
owns at 325 South Avenue, a green-
house on the adjacent property at 331
South Avenue and build over the ex-
isting structure there. The building is
located across from the Crunch gym
in the Garwood Mall and includes the
Panda House restaurant, Wireless
Point mobile phone store, Ken Nails
salon, as well as a vacant space and
three apartments on the second floor.

“If it was up to us, we’d start to-
morrow,” Mr. Tsapatsaris told The
Westfield Leader by phone a day after
the vote. “We have to apply for a
building permit, which we will be
applying for shortly, and go through
the typical land use procedure.”

Once started, Mr. Tsapatsaris pro-
jected it would take six to eight months

to complete. The vote culminated a
five-month process in which Mr.
Tsapatsaris went before the board
four times with three different ver-
sions of his plan, finally settling on a
150-foot-by-100-foot structure that
would approximately double the cur-
rent first-floor retail space to about
5,000 square feet and include 12 apart-
ments on the upper levels.

Opposition to the proposal, which
was evident at all four meetings be-
ginning in December, came from a
handful of nearby property owners
on Willow Avenue, the street parallel
to South Avenue, and largely focused
on parking.

The planned building will have 18
on-site parking spaces, but with eight
one-bedroom apartments, four two-
bedroom apartments and the retail
space, zoning code enforcement offi-
cial Victor Vinegra calculated that the
project will require 16 more parking
places, or 34 total, to satisfy borough
ordinances. Mr. Tsapatsaris has ne-
gotiated a 10-year lease for five spots
at the Garwood Rest saloon, 350 feet
to the east of the site on South Av-
enue, and is in negotiations for 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholders Adopt $504-Mil.
Budget; Tax Increase

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board adopted a $504-mil-
lion budget, Thursday, that will in-
crease taxes in 15 of the county’s 21
towns. Overall, the county’s $327.1-
million tax levy is up $9.5 million, the
lowest tax hike in five years, county
officials have said.

According to a tax summary pro-
vided by the Union County Board of
Taxation, locally, Westfield will be taxed
$36,714,542, an increase of
$2,153,798. Taxes in Scotch Plains will
be $19,719,206, up $859,375 over
2013, with Fanwood paying
$5,574,231, a hike of $177,374.
Garwood will pay $3,306,489, an in-
crease of $78,347, with Mountainside
taxed $8,531,026, an increase of
$345,278. Taxes are also increasing in
Berkeley Heights, Clark, Hillside, Lin-
den, New Providence, Plainfield, Sum-
mit, Union and Winfield. Summit,
which traditionally has paid the second
highest tax, will pay $34,500,480, up
$647,169. Last year the city saw a $3-
million tax hike.

Cranford is among six towns that
will see their taxes decline. Township
property owners will pay $19,164,066,
down $291,752 from last year. Taxes
are also decreasing in Kenilworth,
Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park and
Springfield.

Based on the average assessments in
towns, an average home in Westfield
will pay $3,570 in county taxes, up
$254 from last year. Scotch Plains resi-
dents will pay an average of $2,425, up
$135; Fanwoodians will pay $2,065,
up $90; Garwood, $1,807, up $65;
Mountainside, $2,934, a hike of $182; CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

and Cranford, $2,135, up only $4 from
last year.

“Overall, the county appears to have
stemmed the tide of eroding revenue
collections while taking long-term steps
to create new revenue streams,” said
Freeholder Vice-Chairman Mohamed
Jalloh, chairman of the board’s fiscal
affairs committee, in a prepared state-
ment. “We are also undertaking proac-
tive measures controlling our costs for
future budgets.”

In his executive budget statement,
County Manager Al Faella said the
county ratable base has dropped 2.45
percent or $1.6 billion.

Commenting at a public hearing on
amendments to the county budget
where the tax levy was reduced $3.7
million and the overall budget by $3.6
million from the introduced spending
plan in March, Tom Getzendanner, a
retired Summit councilman, said while
the county was going in the right direc-
tion by lowering its original 4.2-per-
cent tax levy increase to 3 percent, he
would like the freeholders to get the
increase down to the state’s 2-percent
mandate. He urged the freeholders not
to utilize any of the “categorical waiv-
ers” the state allows for spending out-
side the tax levy cap.

He also said he was opposed to “cap
banking,” a process that allows govern-
ments to take advantage of staying
under the cap in previous years. While
Mr. Getzendanner referred to cap banks
as an “evil antic that avoids tough
tradeoff decisions,” a number of free-
holders said this system provides the
county with fiscal flexibility and/or
options. The freeholders passed a reso-
lution to initiate a cap bank.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WINTER COAT…A sheep is sheared during the Sheep-to-Shawl Festival held at
the Miller-Cory House Museum on Sunday afternoon.
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GW BOE Adopts Budget;
Taxes Rise $133 on Average

WF BOE Adopts $100.3-Mil.
Budget With Tax Levy of $89 Mil.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation, on Tuesday evening, held a
public hearing before adopting the
final budget for the 2014-2015 school
year. The board also heard a presen-
tation by two master technology
teachers, and heard a presentation on
the Marshall Evaluation Model use
to assess teacher effectiveness.

The total budget this year is
$100,285,893. Last year’s budget was
$98,658,532. The state adjusted cap
includes an overall increase in state
aid of $66,677, which includes a
$24,000 increase in the operating
budget and a $57,323 decrease in
debt service. The local tax levy this

year will be $88,976,333, which is
3.02 percent change from last year.
The local tax debt service is
$2,848,413. The state aid debt ser-
vice is $306.218, reduced from last
year by $57,323. Extraordinary state
aid is $1,000,000, the same as last
year.

The impact to the average home

will be an increase of $290 with the
school tax on the average home at
$8,932. Last year’s figure was $8,642.
The increase to the average house-
hold is due to the 2 percent increase
in the debt service, which is $205.
Each household will also be affected
by an increase attributable to the al-

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The average
Garwood homeowner can expect to
see a tax increase of $133 next year due
to the board of education’s adoption of
an $8.5-million budget Tuesday night.

The increase for a home assessed at
$100,000 comes atop the $39 hike
required by the adoption of the munici-
pal budget last month and despite a
drop in expenditures by the board of
$57,172 from the previous fiscal year.
Borough homeowners will also pay a
$65 increase to the county after the
freeholder board passed the county
budget last Thursday.

The BOE, which approved the bud-
get 8-0, saw a decrease of $900,000 in
tuition costs paid to Clark to send
Garwood’s students to Arthur L.
Johnson High School (ALJ) for the
2014-2015 school year, but half of that
was negated by increases in other ex-
penses, such as special education costs.

The addition of one teacher plus a
part-time supervisor/teacher coach (ap-
proximately $100,000) for next year,
along with other anticipated costs in-
creased instruction expenses by
$162,860 or 7.4 percent. Facilities costs
jumped $77,783 or 6.6 percent, ben-
efits were up $72,842 or 8.5 percent
and support services climbed $45,773
or 13.6 percent.

The addition of a third bus to trans-
port students to ALJ tacked on another
$30,013. The biggest reason for the tax
increase was due to a reduction of
revenue from previous years’ surpluses,
or “fund balances,” said Michael
Donow, the interim school board ad-
ministrator who gave a PowerPoint
presentation to explain the budget.

“We didn’t put all the wish list items
in this budget. Let’s put it that way,” Mr.
Donow said. “There were many wish
list items that didn’t make it, both
instructionally, facility wise.”
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