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Large numbers but few veter-
ans have put Cranford High
School boys Head Coach Kerry
Drexler and girls Head Coach
John Schiano in the tough situa-
tion of finding the right person-
nel to fill the many vacant spots
in track & field this season.

Each team has about 100 stu-
dents on the squad and most are
freshmen and sophomores. Se-
niors Pat Lynch, Rob
O’Shaughnessy and Connor
McMahon have been selected
team captains for the boys, and
seniors Jenna Ellenbacher and
Laura Van Horn have been se-
lected for the girls.

“Numbers wise, we had a great
turnout this year, but we have
very few returning people. Pat
Lynch, obviously, being one of
them, Rob O’Shaughnessy. They
are seniors, who are going to
have to step up in the throwing
events and the jumping events
to help us out. Otherwise, we are
looking for some freshmen or

sophomores to fill in the blanks,”
Coach Drexler said.

The Cougar boys graduated sev-
eral stars, including Rob Kessler
(field), Jake Waleski and Reggie
Green (sprints), and Tom Feeney
(distance)

“Now we have to rebuild and
find some people to fill in those
shoes of the people who left. We
have a lot of people to work with.
It’s just finding those people to
step up. We have a lot of finding
out to do,” Coach Drexler said.

Probably the Cougar boys’ best
strength is in the field events
with seniors O’Shaughnessy and
Mike Pastor, and sophomore Will
Fries competing in the shot put
and discus. Sophomore Jack
Schetelich and senior Troy Kettler
will toss the javelin.

Lynch, who will be heading to
Notre Dame next fall, will be a
definite asset in the pole vault,
and juniors Joe Kugelman and
Andrew Licks, who both qualified
for Groups in indoor track, will
compete in the high jump.

The sprinters and sprint relays

will consist of Lynch, Schetelich
and juniors Matt Van Pelt and
Mike Murphy. Van Pelt is also
expected to compete in the 400
hurdles.

McMahon will be the leading
Cougar in the distance events.

“He did a great job in the win-
ter, stepping up and making it to
the Groups indoor. I hope he
continues that upward swing into
the Spring,” Coach Drexler said.

As for the girls, “We have a lot
of new faces so right now we are
trying to get a feel for who can
contribute in what areas. We are
looking to build off of our accom-
plishments from the indoor sea-

Cougar Boys & Girls Looking to Fill Many Spots in Track
son,” Coach Schiano said.

Some of the stronger returning
athletes are seniors Ellenbacher,
Van Horn and Ashley McGuire
who will be the workhorses in the
sprinting events. Junior Anna
Fitch and sophomore Kiera Hurley
will also compete in the sprints.

“Jenna Ellenbacher was a sec-
tional champion in the 400
meters. She looks to defend her
conference and county titles in
the 400 Intermediate Hurdles.
The 4x400-meter relay team of
Ellenbacher, Laura Van Horn,
Kiera Hurley and Anna Fitch were
also sectional champions and look
to extend their success into the

outdoor season,” Coach Schiano
noted.

Sophomore Amanda Bush is ex-
pected to be a leader in the
distance events. Juniors Jordan
Carney, Megan Romanovich and
Keara Reilly, and senior Kelly
Schoustra will also compete in
the distance events.

The throwing events will in-
clude juniors Mara Giga, Maranda
Brown, Erin Meixner and Susanna
Jaramillo, and sophomore Alex
Milan.

The Cougars will open their sea-
son at home against Westfield
and Plainfield on Tuesday, April
1, at 4 p.m.
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PREPPING FOR THE REGULAR SEASON...The Cranford Cougars boys lacrosse team had a scrimmage game with the
New Providence Pioneers last week at Memorial Field in Cranford in preparation for the regular season.

David B. Corbin (April 2013 Files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HIGHER HEIGHTS...Cougar Pat Lynch competes in the pole vault
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