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DEAR EDWINA…Cranford Dramatic Company (CDC) Theatre Children’s
Production of Dear Edwina will be performed for one weekend only on Friday,
April 11, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, April 12, at noon, and 3 p.m. Thirteen-year-
old Edwina Spoonapple and her friends solve the world’s problems with laughter
and music while teaching us to “Sing Your Own Song.” CDC Theatre is located
at 78 Winans Avenue, Cranford. For tickets and information call (908)-726-7111
or visit www.cdctheatre.org.

CHESS, ANYONE?…Berkeley Light Opera Company will present the rock
opera Chess The Musical at the Wharton Music Center Fridays and Saturdays at
8 p.m. and Sundays at 7 p.m. from March 28 – April 6. Tickets are $25 and can
be bought online at bloc.ticketleap.com. A portion of the proceeds will go to
benefit the Wharton Music Center, a non-profit music organization.

Cline/Cuestas Duo in Concert
At Watchung Arts Center

‘Outsider Art’ Exhibit
Announced for April 6

OUTSIDER ART…The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, along with Outsider
Artists.net, will present “Outsider Art” show on Sunday, April 6, from 4 to 6 p.m.
An exhibition of folk, primitive, naive and visionary art opens Sunday, April 6,
from 4 – 6 p.m. at 152 East Broad Street in Westfield. On display will be “Three
Dogs”, by Sari Azaria, above.

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), along
with Outsider Artists.net, will present
Westfield’s premier “Outsider Art”
show on Sunday, April 6, from 4 to 6
p.m. at NJWA located at 152 East
Broad Street, Westfield.

The show is open to anyone and
admission is free. During the after-
noon, guests are invited to enjoy music
while viewing colorful original art
by new and emerging folk and naïve
self-taught artists. New Jersey’s piano
man, Paul Salomone, will play the pi-
ano and visitors are invited to enjoy
refreshments by Trader Joe’s.

The big Outsider Art fair hits New
York City in May. Museums and art
shows across the country and around
the world now show Outsider Art along-
side traditional artists. Now Westfield
is proud to announce its first Outsider
Art exhibition.

Outsider Art is a term first used in
1972 by art critic Roger Cardinal to

describe “self-taught artists” who are
able to break artistic boundaries be-
cause they live and work far outside
urban mainstream art centers.

Much of the work shown at this
exhibit has been created by artists lo-
cated in rural areas of the United States.
There are also pieces from Canada,
France, Spain, Israel, and Poland.

These artists are not bound by con-
vention so there should be some sur-
prises.

The show is being presented by col-
lectors Barbara Brown and Patricia
Wadsley of Outsider Artists.net.

The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts is located at 152 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey. The NJ Work-
shop for the Arts is a non profit, 501(C)3,
arts education organization established
in 1972.

For additional information please
contact Barbara Brown or Patricia
Wadsley at (845)605-2048 and at
info@outsiderartists.net.

Playwriting Residency for
Senior Citizens Announced

Fearless Productions to
Present The Scene

RAHWAY – Fearless Productions
will kick off its production of The
Scene on Friday, April 4. The Scene is
a provocative comedy about the pit-
falls and shallowness of the enter-
tainment industry, an industry where
who you know and what party you
attend is most important.

The story focuses on Charlie, an
out-of-work actor, his successful TV
producer wife, Stella, and his friend,
Lewis. When pretty and ambitious
Clea enters the scene, she first dates
Lewis and then moves on to Charlie.
When Clea and Charlie’s heated af-
fair eventually ends, Charlie is left
broke and emotionally and spiritu-
ally adrift.

The production stars Bram Akcay
of Bloomfield, Kristina Hernandez
of Westfield, Gus Ibranyi of
Bloomfield, and Lynn Langone of
Cranford.

“Theresa Rebeck’s writing creates
a playground of emotions and hilar-
ity that makes it easy to get swept
away in a riveting story about life’s
struggles to which anyone can re-
late,” says director Dave Duncan.

Box Office Information and Online
Ticketing

Performances are April 4, 5, 11, 12
at 8 p.m. and April 6, 13 at 1 p.m. at
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter in The Loft located at 1601 Irving
Street Rahway. Tickets are $25 and
can be purchased by calling (908)
499-8226 or on-line at
www.ticketmaster.com.

WATCHUNG – The Watchung Arts
Center will present The Cline/Cues-
tas Duo in concert, as part of its
“Classicals at the Circle” series, on
Saturday, April 5, at 8 p.m. Jenny
Cline, flutist, and Carlos Cuestas,
guitarist, will perform a program fea-
turing music of the 19th, 20th, and
21st centuries, with works by com-
posers from Argentina, Italy, Spain,
France, and the U.S. With music from
a variety of composers, nationalities
and styles, the program will include
something to please many musical
tastes.

This concert will include the world
premiere of “Silkworms,” a work
written for the duo by Gary Schocker,
renowned flutist and composer. Also
on the program will be the Gran
Duetto Concertante, Op. 85, by
Mauro Giuliani, a classical composer
and a contemporary of Beethoven,
who was widely considered to be one
of the most outstanding guitar vir-
tuosi of his day. Ms. Cline and Mr.
Cuestas will perform Astor
Piazzolla’s Libertango, as well as the
Suite Buenos Aires by another
Argentinean composer, Máximo Di-
ego Pujol. The Quatre Facettes (Four
Facets) by 20th Century French com-
poser Jean-Michel Damase, the blue-
grass-inspired “Cindy” from Moun-
tain Songs by American composer
Robert Beaser, and the Andaluza from
Enrique Granados’ Danzas Españolas
will round out the program.

Following the concert, there will
be a dessert reception and an oppor-
tunity to meet the artists.

Jenny Cline, a Westfield resident,
is a flourishing orchestral flutist and
chamber musician whose teachers
include Mary Ann Archer, Walfrid
Kujala, and Gary Schocker. She is
the principal flutist of the Monmouth
Symphony, and performs regularly
as a flutist and piccoloist with several
other orchestras around the state. She
has performed with the Uptown
Flutes, toured Europe with the Met-
ropolitan Flute Orchestra, and was a
member of the 2013 National Flute
Association Professional Flute Choir.
Her woodwind quintet, the
Monmouth Winds, has a busy con-
cert schedule. They have been ac-

tively commissioning new works to
expand the repertoire, by composers
Daniel Dorff, Laurence Dresner, Eric
Ewazen, Gary Schocker, Jeff Scott,
and David Evan Thomas, and the
quintet premiered two pieces at the
2013 NFA convention in New Or-
leans last August. She has been on the
faculty of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts since 1996, and her flute
students regularly achieve honors at
the local, regional, state, and national
level.

Guitarist Carlos Cuestas is an ac-
tive performer and teacher based in
the NYC area, whose major teachers
and influences have been Michael
Lorimer, Lars Frandsen, and Jorge
Caballero. Born in Colombia, Carlos
started his guitar studies with re-
nowned guitarist and composer Gentil
Montaña. He received his Bachelor’s
of Music from Nyack College, and
his Master’s Degree in Performance
Practice from Brooklyn College. His
interest in music history and the way
music was performed in past eras has
led him to expand his skills on differ-
ent kinds of guitars and to explore
their repertoires. Carlos’s engage-
ments include performing solo recit-
als, improvising in the style of the
nineteenth century, and taking part in
continuo sections of baroque orches-
tras, taking him to such venues as
Avery Fisher Hall, Whitman Hall
(Brooklyn, NY), Cornish College
(Seattle), Hollywood Fringe Festival
(Los Angeles), and Teatro Colón
(Bogotá, Colombia). He is a member
of the music faculty at Nyack Col-
lege, where he teaches guitar.

Tickets are $16 in advance, $20
($18 WAC members, $10 students) at
the door. Tickets may be purchased
online at
watchungartscenter.eventbrite.com.
To obtain more information about
upcoming performances, classes and
workshops or monthly art exhibi-
tions, please visit WatchungArts.org
or call (908) 753-0190.

The Watchung Arts Center, located
at 18 Stirling Road in Watchung on
the Watchung Circle, is a multi-disci-
plinary performing arts facility serv-
ing Watchung, the surrounding com-
munities, and the Tri-State Area.

UNION – Premiere Stages, the
professional theatre company in resi-
dence at Kean University, has an-
nounced its first playwriting resi-
dency for senior citizens, funded by
The Westfield Foundation. This is
the third Premiere Stages pilot pro-
gram The Westfield Foundation has
funded, having provided previous
support for the launch of the now
successful Camp Premiere for high
school students, as well as for the
launch of Liberty Live, which is
entering its third year.

Premiere Stages began an eight
week in-house playwriting residency
for residents of Sunrise of Westfield.
The residency, modeled after
Premiere’s successful Play Factory
program for K-12 students, will in-
corporate professional teaching art-
ists and actors to create original
works for the stage.

Activities and Volunteer Coordi-
nator Christine Harris is the founder
of a weekly drama club at Sunrise of
Westfield, and hopes the club has
been successful in raising residents’
awareness and appreciation for the-
atre in preparation for the residency.
Ms. Harris arranged a field trip for
residents to Premiere Stages’ reading
of the 2013-2014 Liberty Live
Project, James Christy’s At Liberty
Hall, last fall, and is convinced the
residency will align well with
Sunrise’s own philosophy, which is
to champion the quality of life for all
seniors and to bring joy to residents
each day.

Premiere Stages’ senior residen-
cies are designed to provide artistic
engagement and stimulation to se-
niors while helping to document and
preserve family histories and memo-
ries through dramatic storytelling and
narratives. The senior residencies
provide structured theatre exercises,
bolster self-esteem, improve vital
creative thinking, and encourage
and celebrate the accomplishments
of participating seniors. The Sun-
rise of Westfield residency will cul-
minate in a showcase of living histo-
ries produced by Premiere Stages
using Kean students and professional
actors and presented for Sunrise resi-
dents, family, and friends on Wednes-
day, May 7, at 7 p.m. Seniors and
family members will also be pro-

vided with printed copies of the plays.
John Wooten, the Producing Artistic
Director of Premiere Stages, will lead
the residency.

Premiere Stages is also made pos-
sible in part through funding from
The New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, The Shubert Foundation, The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The
Northfield Bank Foundation, The
Westfield Foundation, The New Jer-
sey Historical Commission, The
Provident Bank Foundation, The
Hudson City Savings Bank Founda-
tion, Union County HEART Grants,
The Hyde and Watson Foundation,
The Union Foundation, E.J.
Grassmann Trust, The New Jersey
Theatre Alliance and through the
generous support of individual pa-
trons. Discover Jersey Arts is our
marketing partner.

Premiere Stages offers affordable
prices, air-conditioned facilities and
free parking close to the theatre. Pre-
miere Stages also provides free or
discounted tickets to patrons with
disabilities. All Premiere Stages fa-
cilities are fully accessible spaces,
and companion seating is available
for patrons with disabilities.
Assistive listening devices and large
print programs are available at all
times; publications in alternate for-
mats are available with advanced
notice. Call (908) 737-4092 for a
list of sign-interpreted, audio-de-
scribed or open-captioned perfor-
mances. For more information, visit
Premiere Stages online at
www.kean.edu/premierestages.

Last Chance to See
WCP’s Butterflies

WESTFIELD – One weekend left
to enjoy the funny, crowd-pleasing
comedy, Butterflies are Free, at the
Westfield Community Players
(WCP).

It is the late 1960s in a threadbare
Manhattan apartment down on East
11th Street. A young blind aspiring
musician is trying to escape his over-
protective mother from Scarsdale.
Enter a kooky next door neighbor
who is a free-spirited hippie deter-
mined to be an actress. The action
goes into overdrive with hilarious
and touching results.

Tickets for Friday, March 28, and
Saturday, March 29, are $20 and can
be reserved by calling (908) 232-
1221. WCP is located at 1000 North
Avenue, Westfield.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Photo courtesy of Dr. Chung Kun Shih
LOUIS ARMSTRONG AWARD…Dr. Ted Schlosberg, Founder and Executive
Director of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), presents the Louis
Armstrong Award to Florian Schantz for his outstanding accomplishments in
jazz performance on trumpet, cornet, flugelhorn and bass trumpet. The presen-
tation took place at Shanghai Jazz in Madison, where the Florian Schantz Jazz
Combo and Watson played to a sell-out crowd at the NJWA Gala Celebration and
Dinner on March 16. For more information regarding the NJWA, visit their
studios at 150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield, phone (908) 789-9696 or log on
to www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

NJWA Announces
Violin Festival

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Music Studio
(NJWA) is sponsoring its first Vio-
lin Festival to be held at Redeemer
Lutheran Church, 229
Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield, on
Tuesday, April 8, from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m.

The Festival will include violin
solo performances by students from
the NJWA Music Studio, as well as
those from Sundance School in
North Plainfield. It is also open to
other violin students from the area
who may wish to participate.

During the evening, students will
be evaluated and receive a perfor-
mance response form illustrating
their strengths and areas in need of
improvement. A certificate ac-
knowledging participation will be
given to each performer.

Violinists who wish to partici-
pate must register by contacting the
NJWA.

The event is free and open to the
public; however, a free will dona-
tion to the Scholarship Fund of the
NJWA, a 501 (c) 3 non-profit orga-
nization, will be gratefully accepted.

For more information, call (908)
789-9696, visit the NJWA studios
at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

“The Grand Budapest Hotel”
Strictly 1st Class

3 & ½ popcorns 

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 

Reading some incredible back-
ground on Stefan Zweig (1881-
1942), the Viennese author credited
with inspiring director Wes
Anderson’s creative, lunatical and
intelligent “The Grand Budapest
Hotel,” I was for a second skeptical.
Did Anderson slip this bio into
Wikipedia? You see, I had just been
happily immersed in the auteur’s
wildly imaginative, multi-pronged
satire, and wondered if I were still in
the grips of his artistic spoofery.

If you’ve become enamored of
Mr. Anderson’s works (“The Royal
Tenenbaums”- 2001) and await each
new creation with anticipation, this
latest offering from the Dr. Seuss of
haute cinema for adults will not dis-
appoint. It winningly recounts the
fast friendship that evolves between
Ralph Fiennes’s Gustave H., con-
cierge extraordinaire at the title ho-
tel, and the lobby boy, Zero Moustafa
(Tony Revolori), he takes under his
wing. Madcap adventure and in-
trigue team with a historically astute
parody of politics and government.

Welcome to Europe between the
wars…specifically, an enchanting
yet haunting, mythologized Eastern
Europe, dripping with the grandeur
of yesteryear’s titles and wealth.
There, catering to the whims, deca-
dence, power and frailties of those
stuck in their gilded time capsules,
Monsieur Gustave keeps alive an
era that was gone long before his
birth. More than his raison d’etre, it
is the be all, end all…a profound
dedication to an ideal, the purpose
of which is wonderfully beside the
point.

It only figures that he’d like his
life’s work and legacy to endure. So,
when the extremely capable young
Zero presents himself as a willing
pupil, the mentor-prodigy relation-
ship begins to flower. And when it is
tossed into a dramatic crucible of
multifarious challenges, it grows into
a camaraderie of Kiplingesque pro-
portions.

The first imbroglio, seemingly in-
nocent at first, occurs when a wealthy
dowager (Tilda Swinton), quite fond
of M. Gustave, passes on and be-
queaths him a virtually priceless
painting. This doesn’t sit well with
those jealous and greedy powers that
be, and before long, suspected of the
old girl’s murder, the concierge and
his lobby boy are on the lam. On
their tail are the authorities, as well
as Dmitri (Adrien Brody), the scur-
rilous son of the deceased, aided by
dastardly Jopling (Willem Dafoe),
his blackguardly confederate.

Just to complicate matters and pro-
vide venue and landscape for what
is probably Mr. Anderson’s most
profound commentary, the master
and his disciple also must try to
sidestep the stirrings of
war…soldiers amassing on borders,
trains being stopped…that sort of
stuff. Eerily ironic, at this writing
the filmmaker’s thoughts about the

swagger, whim and brutalism nation
states engage in is regrettably being
validated in the Ukraine.

Picking up where Chaplin left off
in “The Great Dictator” (1940),
Anderson earns a mention in the
same breath, fashioning keen jibes,
diatribes and lamentations about a
world political consciousness that
has advanced only its canniness since
Biblical times. Whereas the Little
Tramp’s Nazi look-a-likes used a
dual-X insignia to mock the swas-
tika, Anderson goes with a light-
ning bolt logo, a la storm troopers.
We get the gist.
In any case, the chase is on as our
intrepid protagonists must traverse
the countryside to preserve life and
limb while also attempting to exon-
erate themselves of all guilt. Here,
adding a jolt of adrenalin to the
doings and going out on a daring
limb, Anderson melds the zany with
the brainy. The helter-skelter scenes
of hot pursuit over often snow-cov-
ered hill and dale sing a paean to the
exaggerated thrills and spills of the
silent era while amusingly comple-
menting the cerebral nuttiness.

The grand result is a veritable
comic buffet, its offerings smartly
arranged with elegant whimsy.
Anderson, exuding the dexterity of
an all-star slugger taking batting
practice, effortlessly sprays the big
screen with a well-placed assort-
ment of humorous ideas, nuances
and mental curios. A cast of recog-
nizable players, many of them the
director’s usual suspects, responds
to the serio-wacky assignment with
notable perception.

F. Murray Abraham is solid as the
older Mr. Moustafa, who tells the
tale within a tale; Jeff Goldblum is
appropriately understated as Deputy
Kovacs, the hotel’s unflappable law-
yer; Bill Murray is an equally re-
served treat as M. Ivan, head of the
concierge brotherhood that cham-
pions Gustave H.; and Saorise
Ronan is eccentrically winsome as
Agatha, the bakery gal with whom
young Moustafa falls in love.

In a testament to director
Anderson’s talent, for all the film’s
cutting edge wit, it returns us to the
cherished basics. We hate the bad
guys. And we love the good guys,
especially relative newcomer Toni
Revolori as Zero Moustafa, and
Ralph Fiennes, who unfolds yet an-
other thespic leaf as Gustave H.
Their splendid union beckons view-
ers to another time, assuring them
that the finest of accommodations
awaits at “The Grand Budapest
Hotel.”

…
“The Grand Budapest Hotel,”

rated R, is a Fox Searchlight Pic-
tures release directed by Wes Ander-
son and stars Ralph Fiennes, Tony
Revolori and F. Murray Abraham.
Running time: 100 minutes

Oratorio Singers Present
Mozart’s ‘Great Mass No. 17’
WESTFIELD – Now in their 34th

performing year, The Oratorio Sing-
ers of Westfield, under the direc-
tion of Music Director Trent
Johnson, will present a concert of
church music from the 18th and
21st centuries at 3 p.m. on Sunday,
March 30, at the First United Meth-
odist Church located at One East
Broad Street, Westfield. The pro-
gram will include Mozart’s “Mass
No. 17 in c minor”(“Great Mass”) –
and a new work from the 21st cen-
tury – the premiere of Trent
Johnson’s 2014 cantata “St. Augus-
tine.”

The line-up of soloists for this
concert is spectacular. The chorus
will be joined by sopranos Rachel
Rosales and Maureen Francis, tenor
Rufus Müller and bass Kevin
Maynor. The orchestra will include
members of the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra.

Mozart’s (“Great”) “Mass No. 17
in c minor” is without a doubt one
of his finest creations. This work is
scored for 4 soloists, double chorus
and orchestra and demonstrates
Mozart’s exceptional writing for
chorus and soloists. The work was
composed in 1782-83 and was in
part written in celebration of his
upcoming marriage to his fiancée
Constanze. Constanze sang the
well-known soprano solo “Et
incarnatus est” at the work’s pre-
miere in Salzburg. Influences of
both J. S. Bach and Handel can be
heard in this work especially in the
large stately choruses, some in eight
parts. Both the duet “Domine Deus”
and the “Quonium” trio have a
Handelian flavor, not least in their
light, somewhat continuo-like scor-
ing. Handel’s presence in most clear
in the quotation of a rhythmic idea
from Messiah, with which Mozart
sets the words “in excelsis.” Much
of the work, however, is firmly
rooted in the Austrian Church-mu-
sic style, and for many of the fugues
in the C minor Mass there are Aus-
trian precedents. Mozarts even used
parts of the Kyrie and Gloria for a

later oratorio.
Tickets can be purchased at the

door; $20 general admission and
$15 for students/seniors. For more
information call (908) 656-7418.
Concert parking can be found in
church lot off Ferris Place.

This concert was made possible
in part by funding from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of state, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
for the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

goleader.com


