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Correction
A front-page story on coverage of

the Union County Freeholders’ bud-
get meeting on March 11 should have
said that fines and registration fees in
the weights and measures division
generated revenues of $206,600, up
from $73,700 in 2012.

COMFY SEATS...Westfield Memorial Library Director Phil Israel, left, and Foundation President Roger Sullivan try out
the new furniture in the Westfield Memorial Library’s Teen Zone. The Westfield Memorial Library Foundation donated
the funds needed to replace furniture that had seen heavy use during Hurricane Sandy and the recent harsh winter. See story
on page 8.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FUTURE LEADERS...Cranford High School students Thomas Philip, right, and
Maria Schwartz, second from left, shadow the commissioners Monday during the
township committee workshop meeting. Thomas and Maria are both members of
the government club at the high school.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
HELPING HAND...Garwood crossing guard Rose Mary Snow thanks Police
Chief Bruce Underhill at Tuesday’s council meeting for the performance of two
officers who helped an unidentified woman open her locked car at the Garwood
“Y” on March 12.

CF Introduces $34.9 Mil.
Budget, $6 Million Bond

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee introduced a $34.9-million 2014
budget Tuesday that would raise taxes
0.7 percent. An average assessed home
of $181,600 would see a $13 increase
in taxes Tuesday.

The committee also discussed bond-
ing $6 million for capital improve-
ments. $4 million of which could go to
street repair. Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato said she would like to see an
aggressive plan for street repairs in the
township. She reiterated her sentiments
at Monday’s agenda meeting about
some of the streets not being repaved
since the ’60s, when they are to be
paved every 20 years. The bond would
increase taxes by $39 per household.

“I think we can put more than $4
million to the roads,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“Some of the streets are total fail-
ure,” said Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola.

A budget hearing will be held Thurs-

day, April 3, and Tuesday, April 15,
from 6 to 8 p.m.

After some discussion in the last few
weeks, the committee introduced a reso-
lution opposing the turf field and a non-
regulation size, six-lane track proposed
to break ground this year at the Cran-
ford campus of Union County College
(UCC). The field would be near the
Cranford-Westfield border. About 700
trees on over four acres of forested land
would be removed to build the field.

Colby Lane residents have voiced
their concern of flooding and noise to
UCC, resident Barbara Krause has said
to the committee.

In the resolution, the township states
that the site plans of the field project
show “less than 20 feet of distance
between the disturbed area between
the top of the slope at the southeasterly
end of the proposed track and the south-
ern cul-de-sac of Colby Lane which
has minimal tree cover which will re-
sult in excessive noise and visual im-
pact to the residential area of Colby
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Garwood Mayor Quattrocchi
Faces Primary Challenge

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi will face a challenge from
first-time candidate Sal Piarulli in the
Republican Primary in June as she
bids for a second four-year term.

Mr. Piarulli, a marketing executive
who filed his candidacy papers on
Monday, has never run for political
office, having moved into Garwood
seven years ago from East Ruther-
ford. He also has lived in Caldwell
and West Orange.

Although he has the support of
Republican Councilman Jim
Mathieu, Mr. Piarulli said he is not
affiliated himself with the outspoken
conservative, who has had several
terse exchanges with both Mayor

Quattrocchi and fellow Republican
Councilman Mike Martin.

“This is nothing personal,” Mr.
Piarulli said. “It’s not ideology, it’s
leadership. I think we need some-
body to grab hold of everybody and
get things done. Enough of the bick-

ering. I have four kids. That’s kind of
what the council meetings are like.”

Mayor Quattrocchi, whose hus-
band, John, is the borough’s Repub-
lican Committee chairman, said she
was aware of Mr. Piarulli’s candi-

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
RUNNING LATE... A long line of commuters wait to board a NJ Transit bus
adjacent to the Westfield train station on March 13 after a tanker crash that
morning in Newark caused major delays in the rail service. The tanker burst into
flames after colliding with a car on McCarter Highway adjacent to Amtrak’s
Northeast Corridor rail line at about 1:45 a.m.  Buses were provided to accom-
modate those commuters who normally take the train.

County Wants Medicaid
Coverage For Inmates

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board is expected to ap-
prove a resolution tonight urging the
state to allow inmates at the county
jail to be covered under Medicaid in
certain circumstances as is now per-
mitted under federal law.

“Right now, if an individual comes
into the county jail and they are
covered by Medicaid, the state re-
quires us to terminate them immedi-
ately (from Medicaid),” Human Ser-
vices Director Frank Guzzo said. He
said this is the case regardless of
whether an inmate’s case has gone
to trial or if they are only to be in the
jail for short stays such as with pre-
adjudicated inmates who often have
chronic illnesses and are on medica-
tions.

Mr. Guzzo said once these prison-
ers are released from jail they have
to reapply for Medicaid, a process
he said can take months. He said 14
other states are using the provision
in existing federal law to suspend
rather than terminate short-stay in-
mates from the benefit. He said un-
der this provision, once released
from prison the county could put
them back on Medicaid, “to get the
mental health care that they need
when they are back in the commu-
nity.”

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Counties, inmates can only
be suspended from Medicaid ben-
efits if their eligibility is not linked
to Supplemental Security Income
(SSI).

The Patient Protection Affordable
Care Act (ACA), better known as
Obamacare, gives states the option
to enroll inmates in Medicaid start-
ing this year to include anyone who
makes up to 133 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level, which Mr. Guzzo
estimated at $14,000. He said cur-
rently the county has to pay the “full
cost” of health-care coverage for
prisoners, a cost he described as
“enormous.”

The New Jersey Association of
Counties (NJAC) has been “advo-
cating for the state to extend the 24-
hour hospital stay exception to pre-
adjudicated inmates housed in
county jails. These inmates make up
90 percent of the statewide county
prison population, and including
them under the exception would
yield significant cost savings for
county governments struggling to
make ends meet.” Pre-adjudication
refers to all activities that occur be-
fore the defendant faces judgment.

According to NJAC, “In general,
federal regulations prohibit Medic-
aid coverage for care provided to
incarcerated individuals. However,
a 1997 ruling provides an exception
for Medicaid-eligible inmates who

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholder Comm. Reviews
Multiple Budget Requests

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — At its fourth and final
budget meeting on Tuesday, the Union
County Freeholder Board’s Fiscal Af-
fairs Committee reviewed the spend-
ing requests of four departments – hu-
man services, prosecutor, sheriff and
administrative services. Mohamed
Jalloh, committee chairman, said the
public will have the opportunity to
comment on the budget prior to its
scheduled adoption on Thursday, April
10.

Most of the two-hour meeting, held
at the Park Madison Building in Plain-
field, focused on human services ex-
penditures, which represent about 11
percent of the overall proposed $507.3-

million budget. Human Services Di-
rector Frank Guzzo said his budget of
$53.9 million, about $4.7 million more
than last year, is the largest he has ever
submitted to the board. Mr. Guzzo said
the funding is necessary because “fed-
eral and state aid has dwindled, while
services increased.” He said he be-
lieves his budget was “well thought
out,” and will help maintain the
department’s level of services.

Mr. Guzzo said last year the Union
County Paratransit System (UCPS)
provided 207,497 one-way trips, log-
ging over one million miles, for the
elderly, disabled, impoverished and
veterans. Mr. Guzzo said Paratransit
will face financial difficulty in 2014

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Outlines Allocations
In Budget for Capital Projects
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation, on Tuesday evening, heard
Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan outline the allocations in
this year’s $99,519,5667 budget for
facilities and maintenance, which
included a new vertical lift at the
Tamaques Elementary School. They
also heard an outline of the district’s
revised social studies curriculum
and another technology curriculum
report.

Ms. Sullivan explained that main-
tenance funds are deposited by the

district into an account to cover
costs of required. Money is also
deposited into a capital reserve fund
to cover costs for capital projects.
State grants cover 40 percent of the
total project cost. Ms. Sullivan said
that the district applied for 62 state
grants and that 36 were approved.
Regular maintenance is funded out
of the operating budget.

The state grant money will go
toward boilers at the Roosevelt In-
termediate School and Tamaques
Elementary Schools, security at
Westfield High School, Roosevelt,
Franklin, Lincoln, McKinley,

Tamaques, Washington and Wilson
Schools. The grant money will also
cover new HVAC controls at the
high school and Roosevelt, a gen-
erator at the high school and air
conditioning at all schools except
Lincoln. The total air-conditioning
costs will be $15,890,500. The state
share will bear $6,356,200 of the
cost and the district share will be
$9,534,300.

“Five-year projections have been
developed for maintenance and fa-
cilities planning purposes,” said Ms.
Sullivan. She added that the plan
will be updated annually and that
priorities will be review annually.
Priorities will be for health and
safety, education and aesthetics. The
current plan includes security up-
grades for all schools. Parts of the
security plan are as follows: staff
training, doors, cameras and inter-
coms, securing windows, a quick
reference guide for all teachers,
updated emergency plan and I.D.
cards issued to all staff. Ms. Sullivan
noted that each school has different
needs and that the security update
plan will have two phases, which
will take place in 2014 and 2015.
The capital maintenance projects
estimated summary for all schools
for the summer of 2014 is
$1,700,576 and for the summer of
2015, $1,321,840. Ms. Sullivan
ended her presentation by noting
that the severe winter weather de-
layed the maintenance this year.

In other business, Assistant Su-
perintendent of Social Studies (k-
12) Andrea Brennan spoke about
the new revised socials studies cur-
riculum for the k-4 classes. She
said the new curriculum will fit in
with the common core objectives
and emphasize critical thinking,
understanding history, civics, the
rights and responsibility of govern-
ment. The revised curriculum will
teach the young students that people
understand things differently ac-
cording to their cultural perspec-
tive. Ms. Brennan said the expand-
ing world and communities would
be emphasized.
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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Maria Constantinou
DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE...Seven Washington School second graders with
their siblings and friends in grades 4 and 5 recently celebrated at the home of
Maria and Mike Constantinou before their first Father-Daughter Dance with
their Girl Scout troop. Pictured, left to right, are: Sienna Tan, Naia Tan, Lauren
Fucillo, Ciara Weber, Allison Constantinou, Julie Kamins, Emily McGovern,
Addie Mulholland and Ava Redman.

Lane.”
The resolution points out the

township’s strategies to mitigate flood-
ing, including discouraging the elimi-
nation of natural forested area.

Mayor Kalnins urged residents to
write to public officials of their opposi-
tion to the field.

The committee also approved by a 4-
0 vote a noise ordinance that would
prohibit excessive noise from 10 p.m.
to 8 a.m.

The ordinance is a result of resident
Rachel Katz complaining of her neigh-
bor playing loud music that could be
heard inside her home and disturbing
her family’s sleep and general peace.
After she spoke against her neighbor
Marcin Wojcik’s request for a variance
to build a fence on his property, which
was subsequently denied, she said her
neighbor then retaliated by continu-
ously playing loud music.

Mr. Wojcik, of Colin Kelly Street,
spoke during public comments for the

ordinance, saying he was being ha-
rassed by his neighbor and denied play-
ing music loudly. He said he has a 19-
month-old baby and “her crying is the
loudest noise coming out of my prop-
erty, not music.” He said his neighbor
runs a portable generator and revs his
race car in the garage.

Mr. Wojcik requested the township
committee change the wording of the
ordinance to be more definitive then
“excessive” and to attach a decibel
level to the ordinance that could be
measured.

“There will be judgment calls” made
by police officers, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

 At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor Kalnins honored Justin Stitler,
Lucas Jayne and Colin Henderson on
having attained their Eagle Scout
Award.Police Chief James Wozniak
was appointed as deputy coordinator to
the Emergency Management Council
for 2014.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Budget

CF Requests NJDEP Hearing
On Birchwood Ruling

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Birchwood Av-
enue developer Cranford Develop-
ment Associates (CDA) was granted
a 30-day extension on the
township’s appeal of the court’s
ruling on the Birchwood Avenue
development, Township Attorney
Diane Dabulas said in response to
resident Liz Sweeney’s inquiry dur-
ing the public comment portion of
the township committee’s workshop
meeting on Monday.

Cranford Township also filed an
appeal of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) ruling and requested a
hearing. “It is not mandatory that
the court, the (NJDEP) commis-
sioner give a hearing,” Ms. Dabulas
said.

Resident Frank Krause urged the
committee to invite Governor Chris
Christie to hold a town hall meeting
in Cranford.

“We are asking him to come into
Cranford and look at the overall
situation and see how he can help,”
Mr. Krause said.

“Personally, I would be more than
happy for him to come,” Mayor
Andis Kalnins said.

“I would like to second Dr.
Krause’s idea,” Ms. Sweeney said.

Government funding of Blue
Acres projects may be had in Cran-
ford. “We have a meeting on the
31st with the NJDEP to talk about
Blue Acres and other flooding is-
sues,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Blue Acres is an acquisition pro-
gram administered by the DEP’s
Green Acres program that allows
for the acquisition of flood prone
properties from willing sellers and
then to be used as open space. The
idea is to buy out homes in a cluster
that could make up an open space.

Also on March 31, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers is to present, in
a closed session with the The May-
ors Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control, its benefit/cost ratio for
the seven alternatives that have been
studied to mitigate the impacts of
Rahway River flooding.

Union County College’s (UCC) plans
to build a turf field and track on its
Cranford campus was synthesized in a
“PR blast,” resident Barbara Krause
told the committee. She provided them
with a copy of the documents.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
asked why the ordinance to oppose the
field was not on the agenda for Tues-
day. Mayor Kalnins said he wanted to
bring it up for discussion since UCC
has since said it would agree to a Devel-
opment Review Committee meeting
and a voluntary planning board re-
view.

“It is a courtesy without impact.
Even if the planning board says no,
they still can build it… We don’t
want the field back there, that is
all,” Commissioner Hannen said.

 “I think we have to send a mes-
sage that is strong and clear that we
are not for this project – loss of
trees, the water flow, increase the
flooding in the area, the parking,

the crowds,” Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola later said.

“There is no reason why they
have to dump this in a flood sensi-
tive area,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. also had concerns with
noise and light buffering. “It has to
buffer or not be there,” Mr. Marsden
said.

 “You don’t want to change the
character of the soil; it will kill the
trees already there,” Mr. Marsden
said.

The field also would incorporate
a track. The committee said it is not
a regulation-size track and so it
could not be used for official events.

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato pro-
posed allocating two thirds of the
township’s capital surplus to road
repair. “What I am proposing is we
take an aggressive approach to road
repair. We have not really had a solid
program of paving. There are streets
in the town since the ’60s that have
not been paved. Usually you are on a
20 year life cycle,” Ms. Adubato said.
“There is $400,000 in that fund. I
would suggest using $300,000, which
would allow us to bond $4 million to
roads and $2 million to other
projects.”

The tax impact would be $39 per
average household per year, she said.
“I believe that is a reasonable amount
for an infrastructure. If we don’t
address it… it will plague us more
and more.”

Garwood Council
Introduces Budget

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Homeowners can
expect to pay about $39 more in
taxes for a home assessed at
$100,000 next year according to
the budget introduced at the coun-
cil meeting Tuesday night.

Finance Committee Chairwoman
Sara Todisco made the announce-
ment, saying that some of the revi-
sions were due to cuts in the appro-
priations for a redevelopment plan
for the largely abandoned Garwood
Paperboard plant on North Avenue
($5,000), implementation of the af-
fordable-housing plan ($4,500) and
the amount paid for employee pen-
sions ($30,000).

However, new costs concerns also
were accounted for. Since the bor-
ough already has spent $17,000 for
salt and another $25,000 in over-
time this winter for snow removal,
the committee boosted next year’s
snow costs by $20,000. New as-
sessments from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority added about
$4,000. With all the changes, the
committee was able to cut about
$10,000 from the original budget
of $7.6-million.

It lowers the original estimated
tax levy to 1.03 percent from the
1.21 percent announced at a special
budget meeting on March 6.

Even with the lower numbers, the
council unanimously approved an
ordinance that allows it to exceed
the inflation or cost of living allow-
ance (COLA) rate of 0.5 percent.

The 1977 New Jersey State Local
Government Cap Law limits the
council to spending increases of
2.5 percent or the state-determined
COLA, whichever is lower. The
state-determined COLA for this
year is 0.5 percent.

However, the cap law also per-
mits towns to adopt an ordinance
allowing them to spend as much as
3.5 percent more than the previous
year’s budget. In Garwood’s case,
that is $202,606.71. Any money not
spent this year can be reserved in a “cap
bank” that can be used for the follow-
ing year’s budget.

The council, at its March 11 meet-
ing, rejected an attempt by Council-
man Jim Mathieu to separate the ex-
ceeding of the COLA portion of the
ordinance from the cap bank provi-
sion. At Tuesday’s meeting, Mr.
Mathieu voted along with the rest of the
council.

“It was clear I wasn’t going to get any
support,” Mr. Mathieu said after the
meeting. “I can’t do this by myself.”

The council also approved an or-
dinance establishing 16 commuter,
or permit, parking spaces at the
Garwood ShopRite and another five
at the John F. Kennedy Plaza near
the intersection of Center Street and
North Avenue.

The spaces will cost $100 per

quarter at JFK Plaza and $50 per
quarter at ShopRite for Garwood
residents and $75 for non-Garwood
residents.

Also the issue of spraying herbi-
cide along the Garwood Brook was
referred to the building and grounds
committee after Ms. Todisco re-
layed the board of health’s request
that the council revisit the matter.

The board of health wants the
spraying, Ms. Todisco said, so veg-
etation is removed and traps can be
baited to catch rats. This was con-
trary to the Streets, Roads and Ecol-
ogy Committee’s recommendation
that the borough not spray this year
and adhere to a plan that called for
spraying once every two years. The
brook was treated last year, Coun-
cilman and Streets Committee
Chairman Bill Nierstedt noted.

The council appeared to dismiss
the suggestion of hiring a construc-
tion or project manager for the $3.2-
million Athletic Field Complex
(AFC) after hearing the cost. After
much debate in several meetings
earlier this year, Councilman and
AFC liaison Louis Petruzzelli  dis-
closed to the council that the bor-
ough had received two bids for the
position, one costing $137,585 from
CME Associates of Parlin, N.J., and
another of $139,500 from Pinnacle
Consulting and Construction of
Newark.

The AFC on the south side of the
borough between Oak and New
Streets and Rankin Avenue is sched-
uled to be completed in late June or
early July, Mr. Petruzzelli said, more
than a year behind schedule.

The council approved pay up-
grades for police officers Christo-
pher Czachorowski  and Andrew
Horan, and also instructed Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma to seek
bids for a labor attorney to conduct
the negotiations in contract talks
with the patrolmen’s union.

The police committee, chaired
by Councilman Mike Martin, was
asked to investigate complaints of
speeding vehicles on Fourth Av-
enue.

“Since the issue and concern is
out there, we obviously haven’t ad-
equately addressed it,” Mr. Nierstedt
said.

And the council took no action
on Mr. Mathieu’s request for a reso-
lution supporting a bill languishing
in committee at the state capitol
that would bar seasonal employees,
such as crossing guards, from col-
lecting unemployment benefits.
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said her con-
tacts in Trenton said the Republi-
can-sponsored measure had virtu-
ally no chance of getting out of the
committee.

Despite about 15 minutes of de-
bate, Mr. Mathieu was unable to get
anyone to second his motion to in-
troduce the resolution.

become inpatients of a hospital or
nursing home upon the recommen-
dation of a physician; and, then re-
ceive room, board, and professional
services in the hospital or nursing
home for a 24-hour period or longer.”

“Hudson County has estimated
that provision alone would save them
over a million dollars a year in health-
care costs,” Mr. Guzzo said. “The
reason for this resolution is to urge
the state to comply to give relief to
those counties relative to those costs”
in county correctional facilities bud-
gets.

The Union County freeholders
also considered a resolution to award
a $88,000 contract for marketing
services that would include Runnells
Specialized Hospital, which the
county is currently in negotiations
to sell to a nursing home operator.

William Reyes, deputy county
manager and director of economic
development, said the firm, SMG of
Rutherford, would also do market-
ing for the county, including a citi-
zens directory, as well as develop a
campaign to get more people to
join the county’s different social
media. He said SMG would also be
involved in campaigns for various

economic development projects for
the county. He said SMG’s market-
ing efforts include the design and
distribution of brochures and mail-
ers and work on Internet compo-
nents of marketing campaigns.

The contract, to be on the free-
holders’ regular agenda meeting
tonight for action by the board,
would run from April 1 through
December 31 of this year. The com-
pany has done marketing for
Runnells in previous years as well
as work on marketing efforts for the
county’s FirstAlert system, Mr.
Reyes said.

Another resolution considered
would allow the county to enter
into a memorandum of understand-
ing with Special Olympics New
Jersey to run a variety of sports
programs for the county’s youth
with disabilities at county park fa-
cilities from April 1 through De-
cember 31 of this year at no cost to
the county.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said the county is creat-
ing temporary soccer fields at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark for the pro-
gram as well as programs at the
county’s two public golf courses.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Medicaid For Inmates

due to cuts in the state’s casino rev-
enues and other grants that have not
increased. He said Paratransit plans to
begin advertising on all vans in order to
generate additional revenue.

In the social services division, Mr.
Guzzo is requesting to spend a total of
$39.3 million, up $2.8 million from last
year’s figure of $36.5 million. While
addressing the components of the in-
crease, he said salaries will grow $1.85
million due to the hiring of 10 addi-
tional case workers and a 4-percent
contractual compensation increase. Mr.
Guzzo said the Affordable Care Act
will cause overtime to increase by
$150,000, and the balance, about
$846,000, represents additional oper-
ating expenses.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
asked Mr. Guzzo if he was engaged in
grant writing services given that grant
money is “drying up.” Mr. Guzzo re-
plied that the department is “fully en-
gaged, but (grant money) is not going
to offset” the costs. Mr. Jalloh com-
mended the department’s services and
urged Mr. Guzzo to continue to “man-
age within the budget.”

During the prosecution discussion,
Acting Prosecutor Grace Park requested
a total budget of $20.9 million, about
$200,000 more than last year. Ms. Park
said the department handled over 4,000
cases last year and that the homicide
solve rate was about 50 percent.

Ms. Park said one of the department’s
top priorities in 2014 is the non-lethal
shooting initiative. Ms. Park said the
department will work in partnership
with municipal police departments,
assistant prosecutors from the Guns,
Gangs, Drugs and Violent Crimes Task
Force, and detectives from the Intelli-
gence Unit to improve the solve rate in
this area and to “get violent offenders
off the streets.”

Ms. Park said her overtime budget
request of $600,000, up from $550,000,
is partly due to additional clerical ex-
penses. She said the department needs
to hire three Hispanic bilingual clerks
to help transcribe video recordings of
witness statements. Mr. Jalloh asked
why these clerk positions need to be
filled after having been vacant for sev-
eral years.

First Assistant Prosecutor Thomas
Isenhour said the law, which went into
effect in January, 2013, requires video
recordings of defendants and key wit-
nesses. “We didn’t have to do this two
years ago,” Mr. Isenhour said. He added
that “keeping pace has been a real
challenge,” and that it is difficult to find
people to fill these positions.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked Mr.
Isenhour about overall overtime costs.
Mr. Isenhour replied that $500,000 is
for direct detective costs of responding
to incidents occurring after normal
working hours. Mr. Isenhour added
that material witnesses are sometimes
transported from another state and held
in the county through the end of a trial.
“We have no choice, we have to spend
the money,” Mr. Isenhour said.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich passionately praised the ef-
forts of his entire department, particu-
larly Undersheriff Joseph Cryan, at the
beginning of the sheriff discussion.
Undersheriff Cryan said the
department’s accomplishments in 2013
included the processing of over 300
crime scenes and the transportation of
thousands of prisoners without signifi-
cant incidents.

Undersheriff Cryan said the depart-
ment will upgrade the Union County

Courthouse tower building’s security
and video cameras and prepare for the
opening of the new Family Courthouse
in 2014. The department’s budget re-
quest of $17.3 million, an increase of
$700,000, will fund the hiring of 10
sheriff’s officers to staff the new court-
house.

During the administrative services
discussion, Department of Adminis-
trative Services Director Norman
Albert, appointed to the position after
the recent departure of Matthew
DiRado, said his budget of $9.5 million
includes the salaries of former parks
and recreation employees shifted to his
department.

Mr. Albert said his personnel and
labor relations division continually
negotiates with the county’s 22 unions.
He said all county employees, includ-
ing non-union workers, are now con-
tributing toward their health-care costs
in accordance with the state’s pension
and health benefits reform law (Chap-
ter 78) passed in 2011.

Given the complexity of regulations
and dealing with health benefits issues
across all the county’s divisions, Mr.
Albert said his budget request includes
funding the hiring of two insurance
compliance officers. Mr. Jalloh noted
that Mr. DiRado, Mr. Albert’s prede-
cessor, had also asked the board to hire
two such officers to help with the
workload.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholder Budget

Assistant Superintendent of
Schools Paul Piniero spoke about
Edline Implementation and told the
board that during spring break the
district technology system would
be upgraded to a new URL (or plat-
form) for all stakeholders. “It is
challenging for the staff to move to
a whole new platform,” he said.
“This move requires training, in-
cluding tutorials, for all staff. Stu-
dents and parents will have log-ins
for the fall,” he added.

On another item, the board au-
thorized the submission of capital
project documents to the depart-
ment of education for a new verti-
cal lift at the Tamaques Elementary
School.

The board also approved the ac-
ceptance of gifts from the Westfield
Coalition for the Arts of $,000 to
the Jefferson School fifth-grade
Contemporary Arts Program, a gift
of $1,000 from the Education Fund
of Westfield for fifth-grade Con-
temporary Art Project and the gift
of an Altenburg Upright Pianoto
the Roosevelt Intermediate School
Music Department.

The next board meeting and bud-
get discussion will take place on
Tuesday, April 8, 7:30 p.m., at the
administration building on Elm
Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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dacy, but has not met him.
As of Tuesday, she had not filed

her candidacy papers but planned to
by the Monday, March 31, deadline
for the June 3 Primary. The mayor
touted the Athletic Field Complex as
one of her major achievements, de-
claring victory for getting it started
after 10 years of inaction.

“I’ve made myself available to the
residents,” she said. “I’m a full-time
mayor. I’m retired, so I meet with se-
niors. I’m willing to talk to people, call
them back. I think that’s important.”

The council seats of Sara Todisco
and Louis Petruzzelli, both Democrats,
also will be up for election, with their
three-year terms expiring. Both said
Tuesday that they will be running.

Local Democratic Committee
Chairman Charles Lombardo would
not say who his party would support
for mayor, but that it would have a
candidate by Monday’s filing dead-
line.

Mayor Quattrocchi said Carol
Kearney and Richard Dolan will vie
for the seats on the Republican orga-
nizational line. When approached at
Tuesday’s council meeting, both Ms.
Kearney and Mr. Dolan would only
say they have not committed to run.

Last year, Mr. Lombardo said he
called 100 people personally to re-
cruit candidates for the Democratic
line to contest the council seats held
by Mr. Mathieu and Steve Blaufeder,
but could not find anyone willing to
run. Mr. Mathieu ran without the
endorsement of the Garwood Repub-
lican Committee and was re-elected.
Mr. Martin won and replaced Mr.
Blaufeder.

“People don’t want to commit,”
Mr. Lombardo said. “It’s not only
home (responsibilities). It’s economi-
cal, and people tend not to get in-
volved.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Correction
A front-page story on coverage of

the Union County Freeholders’ bud-
get meeting on March 11 should have
said that fines and registration fees in
the weights and measures division
generated revenues of $206,600, up
from $73,700 in 2012.

Photo courtesy of DJG Studio
ANNUAL RUN…St. Bartholomew Academy in Scotch Plains held its annual 5K run this past Saturday, hosting a record
crowd of over 600 people. Proceeds from the run benefit the school.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
TALKING POLITICS…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr poses with Senator Bob
Menendez (D-NJ) at a function on March 14.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
COOKIES, ANYONE?…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Girl Scouts set up at a couple
of locations around Fanwood to sell their much anticipated cookies. This was the
first of two weekends of sales for Girl Scout cookies and sales continue through
this weekend.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP-F BOE to Use $2.1 Million In
ROD Grant Awards for Projects

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – As part of
their open meeting agenda last Thurs-
day evening, members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
talked about adopting a resolution to
use over $2.1 million in Regular
Operating District (ROD) Grant
Awards for district improvement
projects.

These projects include: partial re-
roofing at Terrill Middle School and
Evergreen Elementary School, re-
placing unit ventilators in the kinder-
garten wing at McGinn Elementary
School, use for the fire alarm system
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and Terrill and use for the
security system of five district

schools. In addition, money has been
awarded for waterproofing a founda-
tion wall at Park Middle School due
to leakage and window replacements
at Evergreen and Coles Elementary
Schools. The resolution is set for
adoption at the board meeting to-
night, Thursday, March 27. The meet-
ing begins at 7:30 p.m.

In other business, Cailin Taggart,

anti-bullying coordinator for the dis-
trict, gave her bi-annual report on the
Harassment, Intimidation and Bully-
ing (H.I.B.) report.

According to Ms. Taggart, from
September 13, 2013 until just a few
weeks ago, there were 32 investiga-
tions of bullying district-wide. Only
seven of these were confirmed.

CHARITY EVENT…On March 13, “Teens for Teens,” a Union County student-
run organization, held a charity event at the Stone House at Stirling Ridge in
Warren to benefit Robins’ Nest. Front row, pictured left to right, are: Mitchell
Kelly, Ali Alexander, Emily Weissman, Katelyn Walsh, Micayla Mirabella,
Maddie Bowen and Kevin Ruane. Back row, pictured, left to right, are: Peter
Avila and Peter Hunziker. See story page 10.

GW’s Quattrocchi Faces
Primary Challenge

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi will face a challenge from
first-time candidate Sal Piarulli in the
Republican Primary in June as she bids
for a second four-year term.

Mr. Piarulli, a marketing executive
who filed his candidacy papers on
Monday, has never run for political
office, having moved into Garwood
seven years ago from East Rutherford.
He also has lived in Caldwell and West
Orange.

Although he has the support of Re-
publican Councilman Jim Mathieu, Mr.
Piarulli said he is not affiliated himself
with the outspoken conservative, who
has had several terse exchanges with
both Mayor Quattrocchi and fellow
Republican Councilman Mike Martin.

“This is nothing personal,” Mr.
Piarulli said. “It’s not ideology, it’s
leadership. I think we need somebody
to grab hold of everybody and get
things done. Enough of the bickering.
I have four kids. That’s kind of what the
council meetings are like.”

Mayor Quattrocchi, whose husband,
John, is the borough’s Republican Com-
mittee chairman, said she was aware of
Mr. Piarulli’s candidacy, but has not
met him.

As of Tuesday, she had not filed her
candidacy papers but planned to by the
Monday, March 31, deadline for the
June 3 Primary. The mayor touted the
Athletic Field Complex as one of her
major achievements, declaring vic-
tory for getting it started after 10 years
of inaction.

“I’ve made myself available to the
residents,” she said. “I’m a full-time
mayor. I’m retired, so I meet with
seniors. I’m willing to talk to people,

call them back. I think that’s impor-
tant.”

The council seats of Sara Todisco
and Louis Petruzzelli, both Demo-
crats, also will be up for election, with
their three-year terms expiring. Both
said Tuesday that they will be run-
ning.

Local Democratic Committee
Chairman Charles Lombardo would
not say who his party would support
for mayor, but that it would have a
candidate by Monday’s filing dead-
line.

Mayor Quattrocchi said Carol
Kearney and Richard Dolan will vie
for the seats on the Republican organi-
zational line. When approached at
Tuesday’s council meeting, both Ms.
Kearney and Mr. Dolan would only
say they have not committed to run.

Last year, Mr. Lombardo said he
called 100 people personally to re-
cruit candidates for the Democratic
line to contest the council seats held
by Mr. Mathieu and Steve Blaufeder,
but could not find anyone willing to
run. Mr. Mathieu ran without the en-
dorsement of the Garwood Republi-
can Committee and was re-elected.
Mr. Martin won and replaced Mr.
Blaufeder.

“People don’t want to commit,” Mr.
Lombardo said. “It’s not only home
(responsibilities). It’s economical, and
people tend not to get involved.”
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Fanwood Recreation Discusses
Skate Park and Ice Rink

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At Tuesday night’s
meeting of the Fanwood Recreation
Commission, Director Bob
Budiansky reviewed progress on
plans for the Forest Road skatepark
and the status of the ice skating rink.
The commission also discussed online
registration, and potential changes to
policies for food vendors in
Fanwood’s parks.

While attending a recent New Jer-
sey Recreation and Parks Associa-
tion Conference in Atlantic City, Di-
rector Budiansky connected with two

skateboard park firms, Spohn Ranch
Skateparks and American Ramp
Company (ARC.) Both companies
agreed to submit free designs of po-
tential skateparks for Fanwood along
with cost estimates for construction.

ARC followed through with two
designs, one economy priced, one
with additional features, and estimates
for both. The estimates require re-
view by David Cella of ARH, the
engineering company consulting on
skatepark development.

Spohn Ranch provided two de-
signs, as well, and a variation on each
design, for a total of four possible

layouts. Spohn Ranch did not pro-
vide estimates.

The commissioners agreed that
they would need input from skaters
to judge the relative merits of each
design, and they plan to contact their
base of interested skateboarders soon.

Meanwhile, the commission awaits
estimates from Spohn Ranch and es-
timate reviews from ARH to allow
for accurate price comparison. Based
strictly on the “ballpark numbers”
provided by ARC, Director
Budiansky said the recreation de-
partment may have to “cough up an-
other $20-40,000 above what we have
now.”

If additional money is needed, it
might come from an $18,000 match-
ing grant the commission has already
received from Union County to paint
a reflective coating on the borough’s
ice skating rink. The recreation de-
partment would have to apply to
Union County for permission to
repurpose that money, however.

Currently, the ice skating rink is
using a white liner, in lieu of reflec-
tive paint, to encourage freezing.
Although ice skating season has
passed, the liner remains on the rink,
because it is covered with water and
too heavy to lift.

Commissioner Willie Green said
he saw someone riding a bike over
the liner through the water, and Com-
missioner Neil Pierce said the liner is
getting dirty. After some more water
evaporates, the DPW will likely pump
the excess water off so that the liner
can be removed and stored.

Commissioner Tom Smith sug-
gested that if commissioners had
some form of ID from the recreation
department it would make it easier to
step in when they see behavior, such
as Mr. Green saw, that needs correct-
ing. It also would give them credibil-
ity when reaching out to community
members for input on recreation ini-
tiatives. The commission will discuss
ID cards with the Fanwood Council.

County Wants Medicaid
Coverage For Inmates

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board is expected to ap-
prove a resolution tonight urging the
state to allow inmates at the county
jail to be covered under Medicaid in
certain circumstances as is now per-
mitted under federal law.

“Right now, if an individual comes
into the county jail and they are cov-
ered by Medicaid, the state requires
us to terminate them immediately
(from Medicaid),” Human Services
Director Frank Guzzo said. He said
this is the case regardless of whether
an inmate’s case has gone to trial or
if they are only to be in the jail for
short stays such as with pre-adjudi-
cated inmates who often have chronic
illnesses and are on medications.

Mr. Guzzo said once these prison-
ers are released from jail they have to
reapply for Medicaid, a process he
said can take months. He said 14
other states are using the provision in
existing federal law to suspend rather
than terminate short-stay inmates

from the benefit. He said under this
provision, once released from prison
the county could put them back on
Medicaid, “to get the mental health
care that they need when they are
back in the community.”

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Counties, inmates can only
be suspended from Medicaid ben-
efits if their eligibility is not linked to
Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

The Patient Protection Affordable
Care Act (ACA), better known as
Obamacare, gives states the option to
enroll inmates in Medicaid starting
this year to include anyone who makes
up to 133 percent of the federal pov-
erty level, which Mr. Guzzo esti-
mated at $14,000. He said currently
the county has to pay the “full cost”
of health-care coverage for prison-
ers, a cost he described as “enor-
mous.”

The New Jersey Association of
Counties (NJAC) has been “advocat-
ing for the state to extend the 24-hour
hospital stay exception to pre-adju-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholder Comm. Reviews
Multiple Budget Requests

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — At its fourth and final
budget meeting on Tuesday, the Union
County Freeholder Board’s Fiscal Af-
fairs Committee reviewed the spending
requests of four departments – human
services, prosecutor, sheriff and ad-
ministrative services. Mohamed Jalloh,
committee chairman, said the public
will have the opportunity to comment
on the budget prior to its scheduled
adoption on Thursday, April 10.

Most of the two-hour meeting, held
at the Park Madison Building in Plain-
field, focused on human services ex-
penditures, which represent about 11
percent of the overall proposed $507.3-
million budget. Human Services Di-
rector Frank Guzzo said his budget of

$53.9 million, about $4.7 million more
than last year, is the largest he has ever
submitted to the board. Mr. Guzzo said
the funding is necessary because “fed-
eral and state aid has dwindled, while
services increased.” He said he be-
lieves his budget was “well thought
out,” and will help maintain the
department’s level of services.

Mr. Guzzo said last year the Union
County Paratransit System (UCPS)
provided 207,497 one-way trips, log-
ging over one million miles, for the
elderly, disabled, impoverished and
veterans. Mr. Guzzo said Paratransit
will face financial difficulty in 2014
due to cuts in the state’s casino rev-
enues and other grants that have not
increased. He said Paratransit plans to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Brian Walter
ANNUAL TRADITION...For the second year, Oh’Brian's Pourhouse in Fan-
wood hosted the Mayor of Shannon, County Clair, Ireland and his wife at its St.
Patrick’s Day celebration. Pictured, left to right, are: Brenda Duff, Brian Walter,
City Clerk Liam O’Connor, Mayor Greg Duff, Vice-President of the Union
County Emerald Society Jay Rice and Brian Costello.

‘Teens for Teens’ Host
Inaugural Gala

SCOTCH PLAINS — On March
13, Teens for Teens, a Union County
student run organization that raises
money to help teens throughout
New Jersey, hosted a successful
charity event at the Stone House at
Stirling Ridge in Warren. This year’s
inaugural gala benefited Robins’
Nest, of New Jersey’s most suc-
cessful children’s services agencies
offering a home to at-risk children
and youth, helping their families
take control of their lives, and sup-
porting foster and adoptive fami-
lies.

Although the night was planned
and executed entirely by teenagers,
the sit down dinner gala was uni-
versally lauded as being adult-like,
professional and efficiently run.
Over 150 guests filled the Grand
Ballroom at the Stone House rais-
ing over $15,000. In addition to

raising funds through dinner ticket
sales, there were an abundance of
basket raffles and silent auction
items, all donated by families and
businesses.

The outcome of the evening ex-
ceeded the expectations of all in-
volved, causing many to be excited
for the future of Teens for Teens
and future fundraising events. The
evening included presentations
from Robins’ Nest and the Teens
for Teens Boards. Additionally,
throughout the evening, there was a
variety of entertainment from the
talented students of Academy for
Performing Arts, Union County
Vocational Technical School.

Teens for Teens was started in
2013 and hopes to better the lives of
teenagers throughout New Jersey.
To learn more about Teen for Teens
visit www.teensforteensnj.org.

Of these seven cases, two were
found to be because of race, two were
found to be based on color, one was
determined to be because of religion
and another based on sexual orienta-
tion. Ms. Taggart also noted that not
all cases fit into a category.

In addition, it was noted that during
the last six months there were eight
reported cases of violence, two for
vandalism and no cases reported for
either illegal substances or weapons.
It was further noted that there are
currently 5,000 students in the dis-
trict.

Ms. Taggart also listed outcomes of
findings included actions such as: par-
ent conferences, student conferences,
detentions, suspensions, referrals to
police, teacher monitoring, counsel-
ing, class lessons, caught doing some-
thing good programs and more.

In other business, Board President
Trip Whitehouse reminded audience
members that the next step regarding
the budget, which was tentatively
adopted last week, is a public budget
presentation on Monday, April 7, at
7:30 p.m. In addition, a public hearing
will be held on Thursday, April 24, at
7:30 p.m., prior to board members
voting and adopting it, in the adminis-
tration building on Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE LEADERS...Cranford High School students Thomas Philip, right, and
Maria Schwartz, second from left, shadow the commissioners Monday during the
township committee workshop meeting. Thomas and Maria are both members of
the government club at the high school.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNNING LATE... A long line of commuters wait to board a NJ Transit bus
adjacent to the Westfield train station on March 13 after a tanker crash that
morning in Newark caused major delays in the rail service. The tanker burst into
flames after colliding with a car on McCarter Highway adjacent to Amtrak’s
Northeast Corridor rail line at about 1:45 a.m.  Buses were provided to accom-
modate those commuters who normally take the train.

Garwood Council
Introduces Budget

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Homeowners can
expect to pay about $39 more in taxes
for a home assessed at $100,000 next
year according to the budget intro-
duced at the council meeting Tuesday
night.

Finance Committee Chairwoman
Sara Todisco made the announcement,
saying that some of the revisions were
due to cuts in the appropriations for a
redevelopment plan for the largely
abandoned Garwood Paperboard plant
on North Avenue ($5,000), implemen-
tation of the affordable-housing plan
($4,500) and the amount paid for em-
ployee pensions ($30,000).

However, new costs concerns also
were accounted for. Since the borough
already has spent $17,000 for salt and
another $25,000 in overtime this win-
ter for snow removal, the committee
boosted next year’s snow costs by
$20,000. New assessments from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
added about $4,000. With all the
changes, the committee was able to cut
about $10,000 from the original bud-
get of $7.6-million.

It lowers the original estimated tax
levy to 1.03 percent from the 1.21
percent announced at a special budget
meeting on March 6.

Even with the lower numbers, the
council unanimously approved an or-
dinance that allows it to exceed the
inflation or cost of living allowance
(COLA) rate of 0.5 percent.

The 1977 New Jersey State Local
Government Cap Law limits the coun-
cil to spending increases of 2.5 percent
or the state-determined COLA, which-
ever is lower. The state-determined
COLA for this year is 0.5 percent.

However, the cap law also permits
towns to adopt an ordinance allowing
them to spend as much as 3.5 percent
more than the previous year’s budget.
In Garwood’s case, that is $202,606.71.
Any money not spent this year can be
reserved in a “cap bank” that can be
used for the following year’s budget.

The council, at its March 11 meet-
ing, rejected an attempt by Council-
man Jim Mathieu to separate the ex-
ceeding of the COLA portion of the
ordinance from the cap bank provi-
sion. At Tuesday’s meeting, Mr.
Mathieu voted along with the rest of the
council.

“It was clear I wasn’t going to get any
support,” Mr. Mathieu said after the
meeting. “I can’t do this by myself.”

The council also approved an ordi-
nance establishing 16 commuter, or
permit, parking spaces at the Garwood
ShopRite and another five at the John F.
Kennedy Plaza near the intersection of
Center Street and North Avenue.

The spaces will cost $100 per quar-
ter at JFK Plaza and $50 per quarter at
ShopRite for Garwood residents and
$75 for non-Garwood residents.

Also the issue of spraying herbicide
along the Garwood Brook was referred
to the building and grounds committee
after Ms. Todisco relayed the board of
health’s request that the council revisit
the matter.

The board of health wants the spray-
ing, Ms. Todisco said, so vegetation is
removed and traps can be baited to
catch rats. This was contrary to the

Streets, Roads and Ecology
Committee’s recommendation that the
borough not spray this year and adhere
to a plan that called for spraying once
every two years. The brook was treated
last year, Councilman and Streets Com-
mittee Chairman Bill Nierstedt noted.

The council appeared to dismiss the
suggestion of hiring a construction or
project manager for the $3.2-million
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) after
hearing the cost. After much debate in
several meetings earlier this year, Coun-
cilman and AFC liaison Louis
Petruzzelli  disclosed to the council that
the borough had received two bids for
the position, one costing $137,585 from
CME Associates of Parlin, N.J., and
another of $139,500 from Pinnacle
Consulting and Construction of New-
ark.

The AFC on the south side of the
borough between Oak and New Streets
and Rankin Avenue is scheduled to be
completed in late June or early July,
Mr. Petruzzelli said, more than a year
behind schedule.

The council approved pay upgrades
for police officers Christopher
Czachorowski  and Andrew Horan,
and also instructed Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma to seek bids for a
labor attorney to conduct the negotia-
tions in contract talks with the
patrolmen’s union.

The police committee, chaired by
Councilman Mike Martin, was asked
to investigate complaints of speeding
vehicles on Fourth Avenue.

“Since the issue and concern is out
there, we obviously haven’t adequately
addressed it,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

And the council took no action on
Mr. Mathieu’s request for a resolution
supporting a bill languishing in com-
mittee at the state capitol that would bar
seasonal employees, such as crossing
guards, from collecting unemployment
benefits. Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said
her contacts in Trenton said the Repub-
lican-sponsored measure had virtually
no chance of getting out of the commit-
tee.

Despite about 15 minutes of debate,
Mr. Mathieu was unable to get anyone
to second his motion to introduce the
resolution.

In other news, Director Budiansky
reported that online registration soft-
ware is working successfully. “We
literally brought in tens of thousands
of dollars through Community Pass
[software] in fees for our summer
camps and programs,” he said. Sum-
mer programs already have wait lists.

Director Budiansky also said that
he has been approached by several
food vendors who have interest in
providing snacks during Fanwood’s
eight-week outdoor film series in the
summer. Outside of exceptions for
special events, food vending in the
park currently is prohibited by ordi-
nance. Director Budiansky is research-
ing potential food vending policies
before contacting the council about
revising the current ordinance.

Fanwood Recreation will meet
again on April 22, in LaGrande Park.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Rec

dicated inmates housed in county
jails. These inmates make up 90 per-
cent of the statewide county prison
population, and including them un-
der the exception would yield signifi-
cant cost savings for county govern-
ments struggling to make ends meet.”
Pre-adjudication refers to all activi-
ties that occur before the defendant
faces judgment.

According to NJAC, “In general,
federal regulations prohibit Medic-
aid coverage for care provided to
incarcerated individuals. However, a
1997 ruling provides an exception for
Medicaid-eligible inmates who become
inpatients of a hospital or nursing home
upon the recommendation of a phy-
sician; and, then receive room, board,
and professional services in the hos-
pital or nursing home for a 24-hour
period or longer.”

“Hudson County has estimated that
provision alone would save them over
a million dollars a year in health-care
costs,” Mr. Guzzo said. “The reason
for this resolution is to urge the state
to comply to give relief to those coun-
ties relative to those costs” in county
correctional facilities budgets.

The Union County freeholders also
considered a resolution to award a
$88,000 contract for marketing ser-
vices that would include Runnells
Specialized Hospital, which the
county is currently in negotiations
to sell to a nursing home operator.

William Reyes, deputy county
manager and director of economic
development, said the firm, SMG of
Rutherford, would also do market-
ing for the county, including a citi-
zens directory, as well as develop a
campaign to get more people to join
the county’s different social media.
He said SMG would also be involved
in campaigns for various economic
development projects for the county.
He said SMG’s marketing efforts
include the design and distribution
of brochures and mailers and work
on Internet components of market-
ing campaigns.

The contract, to be on the free-
holders’ regular agenda meeting to-
night for action by the board, would
run from April 1 through December
31 of this year. The company has

done marketing for Runnells in pre-
vious years as well as work on mar-
keting efforts for the county’s
FirstAlert system, Mr. Reyes said.

Another resolution considered
would allow the county to enter into
a memorandum of understanding
with Special Olympics New Jersey
to run a variety of sports programs
for the county’s youth with disabili-
ties at county park facilities from
April 1 through December 31 of this
year at no cost to the county.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said the county is creat-
ing temporary soccer fields at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark for the program
as well as programs at the county’s
two public golf courses.
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Medicaid  For Inmates
begin advertising on all vans in order to
generate additional revenue.

In the social services division, Mr.
Guzzo is requesting to spend a total of
$39.3 million, up $2.8 million from last
year’s figure of $36.5 million. While
addressing the components of the in-
crease, he said salaries will grow $1.85
million due to the hiring of 10 addi-
tional case workers and a 4-percent
contractual compensation increase. Mr.
Guzzo said the Affordable Care Act
will cause overtime to increase by
$150,000, and the balance, about
$846,000, represents additional oper-
ating expenses.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
asked Mr. Guzzo if he was engaged in
grant writing services given that grant
money is “drying up.” Mr. Guzzo re-
plied that the department is “fully en-
gaged, but (grant money) is not going
to offset” the costs. Mr. Jalloh com-
mended the department’s services and
urged Mr. Guzzo to continue to “man-
age within the budget.”

During the prosecution discussion,
Acting Prosecutor Grace Park requested
a total budget of $20.9 million, about
$200,000 more than last year. Ms. Park
said the department handled over 4,000
cases last year and that the homicide
solve rate was about 50 percent.

Ms. Park said one of the
department’s top priorities in 2014 is
the non-lethal shooting initiative. Ms.
Park said the department will work in
partnership with municipal police
departments, assistant prosecutors
from the Guns, Gangs, Drugs and
Violent Crimes Task Force, and de-
tectives from the Intelligence Unit to
improve the solve rate in this area and
to “get violent offenders off the
streets.”

Ms. Park said her overtime budget
request of $600,000, up from
$550,000, is partly due to additional
clerical expenses. She said the de-
partment needs to hire three Hispanic
bilingual clerks to help transcribe video
recordings of witness statements. Mr.
Jalloh asked why these clerk positions
need to be filled after having been
vacant for several years.

First Assistant Prosecutor Thomas
Isenhour said the law, which went into
effect in January, 2013, requires video
recordings of defendants and key wit-
nesses. “We didn’t have to do this two
years ago,” Mr. Isenhour said. He added
that “keeping pace has been a real

challenge,” and that it is difficult to find
people to fill these positions.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked Mr.
Isenhour about overall overtime costs.
Mr. Isenhour replied that $500,000 is
for direct detective costs of responding
to incidents occurring after normal
working hours. Mr. Isenhour added
that material witnesses are sometimes
transported from another state and held
in the county through the end of a trial.
“We have no choice, we have to spend
the money,” Mr. Isenhour said.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich passionately praised the ef-
forts of his entire department, particu-
larly Undersheriff Joseph Cryan, at the
beginning of the sheriff discussion.
Undersheriff Cryan said the
department’s accomplishments in 2013
included the processing of over 300
crime scenes and the transportation of
thousands of prisoners without signifi-
cant incidents.

Undersheriff Cryan said the depart-
ment will upgrade the Union County
Courthouse tower building’s security
and video cameras and prepare for the
opening of the new Family Courthouse
in 2014. The department’s budget re-
quest of $17.3 million, an increase of
$700,000, will fund the hiring of 10
sheriff’s officers to staff the new court-
house.

During the administrative services
discussion, Department of Adminis-
trative Services Director Norman
Albert, appointed to the position after
the recent departure of Matthew
DiRado, said his budget of $9.5 million
includes the salaries of former parks
and recreation employees shifted to his
department.

Mr. Albert said his personnel and
labor relations division continually
negotiates with the county’s 22 unions.
He said all county employees, includ-
ing non-union workers, are now con-
tributing toward their health-care costs
in accordance with the state’s pension
and health benefits reform law (Chap-
ter 78) passed in 2011.

Given the complexity of regulations
and dealing with health benefits issues
across all the county’s divisions, Mr.
Albert said his budget request includes
funding the hiring of two insurance
compliance officers. Mr. Jalloh noted
that Mr. DiRado, Mr. Albert’s prede-
cessor, had also asked the board to hire
two such officers to help with the
workload.

Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELPING HAND...Garwood crossing guard Rose Mary Snow thanks Police
Chief Bruce Underhill at Tuesday’s council meeting for the performance of two
of his officers, who helped an unidentified woman open her locked car at the
Garwood “Y” on the morning of March 12.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lesniak Bill Would Remove
Samson, Bagger From PA

State Senator Ray Lesniak (D-
22nd, Elizabeth) has introduced
legislation to remove three of Gov-
ernor Chris Christie’s top appoin-
tees at the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey over the
George Washington Bridge lane
closings scandal, The Star-Ledger
has reported.

U.S. Attorney for New Jersey, Paul
Fishman, is reportedly investigating
David Samson, chairman of the Port
Authority and a former New Jersey
attorney general, to see if Mr.
Samson's West Orange law firm,
Wolff & Sampson, has profited from
his position at the authority.

Sen. Lesniak’s legislation would
replace Mr. Samson, and Commis-
sioners Pat Schuber and Richard Bag-
ger, a Westfield resident and Gov.
Christie’s former chief of staff, with
public-interest appointees to be cho-
sen by advocacy groups, according
to The Ledger story.

Under  the legislation, new Au-
thority appointees would be nomi-
nated by New Jersey Future, the Re-
gional Plan Association and the Tri-
State Transportation Campaign.

Crupi, Others Convicted In
Madoff Ponzi Scheme

A Manhattan jury has convicted
five of the Bernie Madoff’s former
office workers on fraud charges,
finding they helped to execute
Madoff ’s $65-bil l ion Ponzi
scheme.

According to media reports, the
five – Daniel Bonventre, Annette
Bongiorno, Joann Crupi of
Westfield, Jerome O’Hara and
George Perez – “each played an
important role in carrying out the
charade, propping it up, and con-
cealing it from regulators, auditors,
taxing authorities, lenders, and in-
vestors,” Manhattan U.S. Attorney
Preet Bharara said.

As the verdict was read, “Crupi
clasped her hands in front of her
mouth and stared straight ahead
blankly,” according to The Daily
News.

Bloomberg News reported that
Crupi, who had been with Madoff’s
firm since the 1980s where she over-
saw large investment-advisory ac-
counts, “worked with Madoff on
projects to alter records and trick
regulators.” She also managed the
firm’s checking account.

Each of the five convicted faces a
maximum prison sentence of between
58 to 211 years.

Linden Renews Red Light
Camera Contract for Five Yrs.
The City of Linden has renewed its

red light camera contract for another
five years with American Traffic So-
lutions of Arizona, The Star-Ledger
has reported. The city is the fourth-
largest red-light camera program in
the state, with five intersections.

The agreement is contingent upon
the state renewing its five-year red-
light camera pilot program at the end
of the year.

Scutari Wants to Legalize
Marijuana in N.J.

Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) said on Monday that
he would follow the lead of Colo-
rado and introduce legislation to
legalize and taxing of marijuana in
New Jersey, according to The Star-
Ledger.

Sen. Scutari, a municipal prosecu-
tor who sponsored the medical mari-
juana law, said he sees a system simi-
lar to the state’s medical marijuana
law where facilities would have to be
licensed to grow and sell marijuana.

Colorado netted $2 million in sales
tax for the first month of marijuana sales
in January under its new marijuana law.

Sen. Scutari told WCBS 880 his
legislation would create needed tax
revenues while allowing police to
focus on enforcing other crimes while
saving “saving millions of dollars
spent each year on law enforcement.”

He said New Jersey could see $100
million or more in revenue, which the
Senator said could be used to fund
the Transportation Trust Fund, drug
enforcement and prevention efforts,
and women’s health programs.

Smoking Would Be Banned
At NJ Beaches, Parks Under Bill

Legislation banning smoking in all
New Jersey public beaches and parks
passed the state Assembly last Thurs-
day by  a 64-7 vote, The Asbury Park
Press reported.

Smoking under the bill would not
be allowed in state, county and mu-
nicipal parks and beaches, marinas,
historic sites, reservoirs and wildlife
management areas. Penalties for vio-
lators would range from $250 for
first-time offenses, $500 for the sec-
ond violation, and $1,000 for subse-
quent incidents.

Ocean GOP Panel Picks
Goldberg for Senate

The Ocean County Republican
Screening Committee has submitted the
name of businessman Brian Goldberg
of West Orange to the committee as a
whole as its recommendation for U.S.
Senate, politickernj.com has reported.

Man Charged With Stealing
$6 Mil. From Employer

County’s Mobile Shredder
To Visit Vo-Tech on April 5

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — A Berke-
ley Heights man has been accused of
stealing more than $6 million from his
employer during the course of nearly a
decade, acting Union County Prosecutor
Grace H. Park announced Friday.

Albert Thomson, 48, was charged with
second-degree theft by deception. He
turned himself in to authorities late on
Thursday, and was being held on
$250,000 bail.

A prolonged investigation by Eliza-
beth Police Department Detectives Chris-
topher Kenney and Paul Pasternak ulti-
mately revealed the pattern of theft from
the Elizabeth-based New England Motor
Freight, a large trucking company, ac-
cording to Union County Assistant Pros-
ecutor Ann Rubin, who is prosecuting

the case.
Part of Thomson’s duties previously

involved registering many of the
company’s hundreds of vehicles in the
various states where the company oper-
ates, Ms. Rubin explained. Yet at vari-
ous times from January 2004 through
November 2013, Thomson would al-
legedly put in registration requests for
vehicles that had already been regis-
tered, then pocket or spend the cash-
iers’ checks cut by his employer to
cover the costs.

Thomson ultimately used the misap-
propriated funds to purchase a Mercedes-
Benz, to rent a residence at the Jersey
Shore, to provide himself with a personal
trainer, and to pay credit-card bills, among
other things, according to Ms. Rubin.
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by Scott B. Schaffer, DMD

Dentistry Today

SERVICE WITH A SMILE

Visit our website at  www.thesmileclub.com 
for more details about Dr. Schaffer.

ahead, this column will address all as-
pects of dental care.
 We are pleased to welcome you to our 
column. We utilize the latest in dental 
technology and treatment in a warm 
and comfortable environment. We’re 
currently accepting new patients and 
welcome you to call us to schedule an 
appointment. Any time you have a ques-
tion, please don’t hesitate to ask. Good 
dentistry is more than excellent clinical 
skills and state-of-the-art equipment. We 
feel that mutual trust is also a factor in 
the success of your treatment. Our entire 
staff believes that open communication 
can help build this trust. Please call us 
today to schedule an appointment.
P.S. Flossing is every bit as important as daily brush-
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   By maintaining good oral-health prac-
tices at home and scheduling regular 
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many common dental problems. Daily 
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tion of sealants, can help youngsters 
avoid tooth decay. Adults can avert 
their most common problem, gum dis-
ease, with regular professional care. In 
cases where tooth loss, breakage, or 
misalignment does occur, the dentist 
is expert in a variety of advanced res-
toration and replacement techniques. 
In addition, there are a number of 
cosmetic procedures, including tooth 
whitening, veneers, and bonding, that 
effectively remedy chipped, discolored, 
and gapped teeth. The more patients 
know about dental health, the better 
their smiles. In the weeks and months 

Freeholders Hear Clerk’s,
Corrections Budgets

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holders Fiscal Affairs Committee contin-
ued its hearings last Thursday on the
2014 county budget of $507 million. The
panel heard budget presentations from
the director of the corrections depart-
ment, the county clerk, board of elections
administrator and county counsel.

Brian Riordan, director of corrections,
submitted a budget of $42,336,340, down
$141,543 from last year. The budget in-
cludes salaries and wages of $25,488,330,
down $741,543, and operating expenses,
which are down $100,000 to $10,348,000.
Mr. Riordan said his overtime costs in his
2014 budget are up $700,000 to $6.5
million.

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh, chairman
of the fiscal affairs committee, questioned
if there is anything that could be done to
lower correction officers’ overtime costs
at the jail.

Mr. Riordan said he had overtime down
to $5.4 million at one point, noting it has
been as high as $8 million.

“We’ve done our best to confront and
challenge some of the operational issues
out there for the reduction in overtime.
We’re dealing with a very difficult em-
ployee collective bargaining agreement,
which has certain demands and certain
issues, which are certainly cost prohibi-
tive,” he said.

Mr. Riordan said he has around 220
officers and is looking to fill 18 correc-
tion officer openings. He is sending nine
recruits to a training class at the
Monmouth County Police Academy. But
he said he is sure not all nine will gradu-
ate. When he sent 20 recruits to the Essex
County Police Academy, only 13 com-
pleted the training. He said it would cost
“well over” $100,000 to conduct a class
at the Union County Police Academy for
correction officers, as his department
would have to staff and run the 12-week
class.

“It’s a big undertaking,” he said.
Freeholder Linda Carter questioned if

the number of vacancies would increase
further due to retirements or other rea-
sons. Mr. Riordan responded, “We abso-
lutely will have additional vacancies.
There is no doubt it in my mind.”

He said his department had a surplus of
$1.3 million from last year’s operating
expenses. He expects that number to grow
this year, however, as the jail’s medical
services contract is up for renewal, which
is the largest contract in his department.

He said actions initiated by the county
per a study by Florida-based Luminos-
ity has helped reduce the county jail’s
inmate population by 200 per day on
average since 2011, saving the county
$700,000 annually in its food and
healthcare contracts for the jail.

On the revenue side, Mr. Riordan said
he is also looking to “leverage” phone
commissions from inmate phone ser-
vice by pressuring phone companies to
give up some of their profits as part of
their bid to keep the county jail’s phone
business. He is also looking to initiate a
video visitation system so family mem-
bers could visit inmates online and not
have to come to the jail. He said this
would also be another source of revenue
for the county.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi’s pro-
posed budget is $2,080,059, of which
$1,871,059 is for salaries and wages.
She said her business office budget is up
slightly over last year by a little over

$4,000.
“Last year was a very good year for us.

We had an increase of $5.2 million in
revenue to our recordings as the real
estate market was recovering,” she said.

She told the committee she has three
vacancies in her business office due to
two deaths and a retirement. Ms. Rajoppi
said she needs to fill these vacancies due
to the volume of documents that need to
be recorded. She said it takes three to six
months to train staff to do recording of
documents.

On the revenue side, her   office
projects $1,858,500 this year. This year
the county clerk has budgeted
$3,550,000 for reality fees. She said
while revenues from document record-
ings stay with the county, the state gets
76 percent of the reality transfer fees
with the county receiving the balance.

The election division of the county
clerk’s budget of $1,120,061 is lower
than last year’s modified budget of
$1,883,624 due to special primary and
general elections for New Jersey’s United
States Senate seat opening following the
death of Senator Frank Lautenberg. The
county was reimbursed by the state for
those costs. Last year Ms. Rajoppi’s of-
fice handled six special elections. This
year she has budgeted for two special
elections, representing a decrease of over
$26,000. Almost all of her $40,000 over-
time budget was utilized last year. The
same has been budgeted in 2014.

The Board of Elections budget for
2014 is $2,386,205, a little less than last
year’s adopted budget of $2,401,866.
Boad of Electionsd Administrator Den-
nis Kobitz’ budget includes poll work-
ers’ pay, printing of poll books and
voting authority slips, transportation of
voting machines to and from polling
places, and legal advertising for elec-
tions.

Mr. Kobitz said his office was reim-
bursed by the state for almost all of the
$974,700 in costs it incurred for the
Senate elections, noting Union County
was one of only four counties in the state
to be reimbursed by the state in 2013 for
its costs.

Mr. Kobitz said his main goal for the
year is to replace the batteries in all the
county’s election machines at a cost of
around $10,000, noting that during
Superstorm Sandy in 2012, many areas
were without power. He said none of the
county’s machines went down as their
battery backups kicked in, but he said
the batteries date back to 1998.

The Office of The County Counsel’s
budget is down $26,400 to $1,707,366.
County Counsel Robert Barry said at-
torneys in his office handle tort claims
and litigation in addition to preparing
and reviewing “hundreds” of contracts
while also providing advice to other
departments. In addition, outside pri-
vate attorneys are utilized when mul-
tiple defendants are named as a means to
eliminate potential conflicts.

The County Adjuster, part of the
county’s counsel office, has a budget of
$320,534, The office represents invol-
untarily committed individuals. Mr.
Barry said this representation will be
taken over by the state’s Public
Defender’s Office as of April 21, which
he estimated will save the county $80,000
annually.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County’s
first mobile paper-shredding program of
2014 for personal, confidential documents
will be available on Saturday, April 5, at
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools in Scotch Plains.

The April 5th shredding event will take
place at the Vo-Tech Schools campus
located at 1776 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. NEXCUT Shredding of Elizabeth
will be shredding documents at the site
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine. The
shredding event will end before 1 p.m. if
the shredding truck reaches capacity.

All Union County residents are eli-
gible to use the paper-shredding service.
In an effort to accommodate everyone,
there is a limit of four, 10-pound bags or
boxes per person. Documents should not
be bound. Please remove plastic binders
and paperclips. Paper that is wet/damp
will not be accepted. Residents should
continue to recycle non-confidential pa-
pers and magazines with their municipal
recycling program.

Documents are put into 96-gallon con-
tainers provided by the shredding com-
pany. The items are then dumped onto a
conveyor belt and shredded on site. Par-
ticipants are welcome to view the shred-
ding process via a closed-circuit televi-
sion. The shredded documents are then
recycled, shipped to paper mills and used
as pulp. The next shredding event will
take place Friday, April 25, at Cedar
Brook Park in Plainfield.

The mobile shredding program is paid

for through New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection Recycling
Enhancement Act Grant Funds.

For more information about future
events or directions, please call the Recy-
cling Hotline at (908) 654-9889 or visit
us online at www.ucnj.org/recycle .

Fitch Lowers Outlook
On New Jersey’s Debt
STATE – Fitch has lowered its out-

look on New Jersey’s debt from stable
to negative, citing rising debt and ques-
tionable budgeting practices by Gov-
ernor Chris Christie and a lagging
economic recovery, according to me-
dia reports.

Fitch analysts also said Gov. Christie’s
proposed $34.4-billion budget “relies
on one-time measures” instead of stable
funding sources. Fitch’s report follows
that of Moody’s Investors Service which
lowered its New Jersey debt outlook to
negative in December.

The Fitch analysts pointed to an
overhaul of the state pension system
in 2010 and 2011, saying bigger con-
tributions every year starting with
$2.25 billion in Gov. Christie’s new
budget for the fiscal year will con-
tinue to rise until 2018, limiting what
the state spens in areas such as educa-
tion and transportation.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Middlesex Dems Endorse
Greenstein for Congress

REGION — The Middlesex County
Democratic Organization formally en-
dorsed state Senator Linda Greenstein
(D-14th, Cranbury) for Congress in
the12th District and awarded her the
line at their convention last Sunday.

“Those of us who have known
Senator Greenstein throughout the
course of her career know that she is
passionately committed to the pro-
gressive values we stand for as Demo-
crats,” said Kevin McCabe, chairman
of the Middlesex County Democratic
Organization. “Whether it is fighting
for an increase in the minimum wage,
expanding health care for women
and seniors or equal pay for equal
work, Linda has demonstrated her
commitment to improving the lives
of every single constituent. Middlesex
County is unified and committed to
electing Linda Greenstein to repre-
sent us in Congress.” Sen. Greenstein
received 81 percent of the votes cast
at the convention.

“I am thankful for my home county
support and I am proud to have the
backing of the Middlesex County
Democratic Organization,” Sen.
Greenstein said. “The unity in
Middlesex is amazing to see, and I
know this will be a springboard to

victory in the June 3rd Primary.”
Sen. Greenstein faces opposition from

state Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-15th, Trenton) and Assem-
blyman Upendra Chivukula (D-17th,
Somerset) in the Democratic Primary.
Republican Alieta Eck of Somerset is
also a candidate for seat being vacated
by retiring Rep. Rush Holt (D).

The 12th Congressional District in-
cludes Fanwood, Plainfield and most
of Scotch Plains and stretches from
Mercer County to Union County.

CF’s TV35 Looks to Live
Broadcasts at Comm. Ctr.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford TV
35 Advisory Committee has an-
nounced that it might do live broad-
casts from the Community Center
this year.

According to Ed Davenport, chair-
man of the committee, the committee is
looking forward to a new year with new
programming. “Our future is looking
much better as we get more informa-
tion out to the public,” he said during
Thursday’s committee meeting.

 “It (live broadcasts at the Commu-
nity Center) will be a whole new
application to our programming,” he
added. He also said to do that they
would need some additional equip-
ment. He thanked Township Com-
mitteewoman Mary O’Connor for
urging an educational element to be
used in the programming which will
involve Cranford students.

“I’ve been here for 23 years. It’s a
goal. I think the kids in Cranford will
like it. They can participate if they
want. The people we’ve had come
over the years have always taken
something away with them,” he said.
Mr. Davenport reported that several
area bands are going to do shows and
that the Celebration Singers are go-
ing to do a show.

“Right now you can access infor-
mation about TV 35 on Twitter,
Instagram and WordPress,” John
Salerno said. He also said a talk show
is planned and some guests are al-
ready lined up.

Committee Vice-Chairman George
Steinbach told the committee that he
is looking for funding, and has ap-
proached some organizations about
grants. He said he found 19 potential
sources for the station and that a
couple have matching grants. The
process is ongoing, he said.

During Thursday’s meeting Jerry
Dobbius and Michael Plick were ap-
pointed to the fundraising commit-
tee. Chris Hoffman is the committee’s
secretary and serves on several sub-
committees.

Mr. Davenport urged committee
members to “share any communica-
tion or information you get, good,
bad, or indifferent so we can talk
about it.” Residents can view pro-
grams on the Internet at
Cranfordtv35.pegcentral.com.

The committee has decided to meet
every three months at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursdays in the Township Commit-
tee meeting room at the municipal
building on Springfield Avenue. Up-
coming meetings will be on June 11,
September 4, and December 11.

RVSA Considers Increasing
Flow Rights for Towns

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The board of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) conducted preliminary dis-
cussions last Thursday about increas-
ing flow rights for member munici-
palities. In addition, the board estab-
lished a model ordinance for mem-
bers to use as a tool to reduce storm
water loading of the system (Infiltra-
tion and Inflows or I&I), and a plan
for reinstating the hearing process
and related penalties, which were
suspended during the authority’s plant
upgrade process.

The discussion of increasing flow
rights is primarily a method of both
rewarding members for their contri-
butions during the upgrade and re-
ducing the number of violations. Of-
ficials made it clear that the increase
was likely to be somewhere around
10 percent. They said this level of
increase should reduce most towns to
a violation frequency that would keep
them clear of hearings.

Springfield was noted as the worst
violator and if the 10 percent in-
crease were used, they would drop
from having had 29 violations in Feb-
ruary to 17 violations. It was made
clear that Springfield should plan to
buy flow rights from another munici-

pality in order to avoid repeated pen-
alties. The change, which will re-
quire amending the RVSA 1954 op-
erating agreement, will need unani-
mous support of the commissioners,
and one commissioner has stated the
he will vote against the change.

Nine of the authority’s trunk lines
lack metering in locations that would
precisely identify flow sources, so,
it might be necessary for RVSA to
purchase and install them to be able
to identify the sources of excessive
flow in order to reliably assess pen-
alties.

Plans were made to provide mem-
ber municipalities with a model ordi-
nance, based on Waldwick’s, to use
as a foundation for a program to
reduce I&I. One penalty which was
mentioned was the stopping of ap-
provals for new sewer hook-ups in
the municipality. This penalty, which
would likely be a last resort action, is
just one of several that can be used to
pressure towns to comply.

The board also voted to remove the
contingency placed on the digester
gas cleaning project planning. This
action frees up the other $80,000 of
the $120,000 it will cost to complete
the design of the project. As RVSA
Executive Director Jim Meehan had
said last month, the project is one that
makes sense to do regardless of
whether New Jersey Environmental
Infrastructure Trust Fund money is
available, as it would pay for itself in
under a decade, and faster if part of
the loan were forgiven.

The board also approved the spend-
ing of just under $100,000 on an
emergency basis. The expenditure
was the result of power problems at
the plant which were discovered in
mid-December and were not resolved
until early March.

Mark Dugan, Cranford’s commis-
sioner, was vocal about having been
unaware of this situation as it was
developing. Frank Mazzarella,
Clark’s commissioner, raised the
question of whether this was a design
flaw, and Mr. Meehan indicated that
it was and would be brought into the
ongoing lawsuit against RVSA’s ven-
dors. The problem was identified as a
13,500-Volt breaker which feeds the
plant through the co-generation bus.

908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Work Related Accidents

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Workers’ Compensation

This message is brought to you by the Mental Health Association in New Jersey with Social Services 
Block Grant funding from the New Jersey Department of Human Services.

We will help New Jersey residents who have ongoing 
Sandy stress get the assistance they need by 

connecting them with professional guidance, counseling 
and substance abuse services. We’re here for you. 

WE CAN HELP YOU DEAL 
WITH SANDY STRESS.

Call us: 866-202-HELP 4357
TTY:  877-294-4356 | njmentalhealthcares.org

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Rep. Holt Accepting
Intern Applications

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th), who district in-
cludes Fanwood and most of Scotch
Plains, is currently accepting applica-
tions for Congressional internships in
his offices in West Windsor and Wash-
ington, D.C. for the summer of 2014.

Some interns are able to arrange
academic credit for their work, and
all gain invaluable experience and
individual attention to their personal
and professional development.

In the summer, Congressional in-
terns are generally college or gradu-
ate students and are selected on a
competitive basis. They contribute in
many ways to the Congressman’s
work for central New Jersey, includ-
ing aiding in legislative research, at-
tending congressional hearings, help-
ing address New Jerseyans’ prob-
lems with federal agencies, conduct-
ing community outreach, and help-
ing with administrative duties.

Further information is available on
his website, https://holt.house.gov,
and the application deadline for the
summer session is Tuesday, April 1.

Holt, Runyan Seek $40 Mil. In Funding
For Suicide Prevention Programs for Vets

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) and U.S. Rep.
Jon Runyan (R-3rd) last week led a
group of 101 Republican and Demo-
cratic members of Congress in send-
ing a letter to the U.S. House Appro-
priations Committee, urging them to
continue to provide $40 million in
funding for military and veteran sui-
cide prevention and outreach pro-
grams for Fiscal Year 2015.

Reps. Holt and Runyan first se-
cured the $40 million in annual fund-
ing for military and veteran suicide
prevention in Fiscal Year 2012. Since
then, they have worked together to
ensure that the funds are included in
each year’s appropriations bills.

“The epidemic of suicides among
our veterans is measurable in very
grim numbers,” Rep. Holt said. “Be-
fore this day is out, if it is like every
other day, 18 more veterans will have
taken their own lives.

“Congress has begun to take this
crisis seriously over the past few years,
but we must continue providing the
funding and support necessary to help
keep our soldiers and veterans alive.
Since 2011, Congressman Holt and I
have worked to secure $120 million
in suicide prevention and outreach
services, and it is my sincere hope
that the committee will once again
allocate this funding,” Rep. Runyan
said.

If appropriated, the funds – which
would include $20 million to prevent
suicide among current service mem-
bers and $20 million to prevent sui-
cide among veterans – would be
evenly split between the Department
of Veterans Affairs and the Depart-
ment of Defense. A portion of the
Department of Defense’s funds have
historically been provided to the
Vets4Warriors program, hosted at
UMDNJ. Veterans who are struggling
with the emotional, physical, family,
or career consequences of their ser-
vice can seek counseling by calling
1-855-VET-TALK (1-855-838-
8255), 24-hours-a- day. The call is
free, and all counselors are veterans.



Page 4  Thursday, March 27, 2014 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader
Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood

And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $33 • Two-year – $62 • Three-year – $90
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe Scotch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fanwoodanwoodanwoodanwoodanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Betsey Burgdorf
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Permanent Exhibition In Shady Rest
Club House Is for All to Enjoy

As the chairman of the “Preserve
the Shady Rest Committee,” I have
attended many of the council meet-
ings to discuss saving the Shady Rest
Clubhouse and preventing it from
falling into further disrepair. The club-
house, presently owned and operated
by the Township of Scotch Plains,
was the centerpiece of the Shady
Rest Golf and Country Club, the first
African-American owned and oper-
ated club in the nation, and once the
home course of America’s first pro-
fessional golfer, John Shippen, an
African-American.

Last August, I stood before the
town council and asked that Shady
Rest be repaired, starting with re-
placing the roof that leaks badly. Fur-
ther I asked the town council not to
use the Shady Rest as a campaign
issue. Regrettably, my request fell on
deaf ears, while I have heard lots of
words. What have you done? Why
can you all not see and address the
obvious? Would you not fix a hole in
your own roofs to prevent further
damage to your homes?

Councilman Vastine, at the Febru-
ary 18th, 2014 town council meeting,
you may recall that you refused to
entertain taking action to replace the
roof, instead arguing that the neces-
sary repairs had been made to pre-
vent leaks and further damage last
fall.

I am certain you are now aware and
accept that the following day the
building incurred significant interior
damage resulting from melting snow
and rain penetrating through the roof
which if repaired as you had said it
was, was clearly done poorly.

The damage, which I saw, included
fallen ceiling tiles, walls so wet the
sheet rock had to be removed, water
accumulation in ceiling light fixtures
and damage to the wood veneer floors,
all of which resulted in the canceling
of all activities at the building until
emergency repairs could be made.

Disappointingly, at theMarch 4th
town council meeting once again the
majority of the council, led by Coun-
cilman Bo Vastine with support from
Deputy Mayor Marcus and Council-
man Jones, argued and voted against
taking immediate and specific action

to replace the building’s roof that
leaks badly and is in total disrepair.

Mr. Vastine along with Mr. Marcus
and Jones ignored the obvious need
to replace the roof by vetoing a call to
replace it. And while voting against
taking immediate action, he also re-
fuses to hold those directly respon-
sible for maintaining and protecting
this building accountable for their
years of neglect and blatant disregard
of this township landmark and part of
our nation’s history.

I have been the author of the major-
ity of e-mails, letters, press releases
and flyers. Contrary to Mr. Vastine’s
allegations, there was no propaganda,
no misleading statements, just truth
and facts.

Recently, a reporter for nj.com who
has covered the ongoing efforts to
restore the Shady Rest contacted me;
I told no lies nor did I mislead him in
anyway regarding what had occurred.
He asked me what I saw and I told
him exactly what I witnessed, which
is what I’ve been sharing with you in
my efforts to save the Shady Rest

Presently the USGA Museum in
Far Hills has an exhibit on African-
Americans in golf history entitled
“More Than A Game,” which promi-
nently recognizes the Shady Rest and
Mr. Shippen. At the conclusion of
this temporary exhibit, I have been
told that many pieces of memorabilia
and artifacts as well as other items
would be available to be housed in a
permanent exhibition in the Shady
Rest Club House for all to enjoy if we
could safely secure them. I am hope-
ful this can be accomplished.

As chairman of the Preserve the
Shady Rest Committee, I do not in-
tend to rest until this building, this
important place of Scotch Plains and
American history is placed in the
hand of caretakers who value its place
in history and will work to make it
once again a place for families and
future generations to come to enjoy
and learn from its history. My appeal
is to all the citizens of Scotch Plains.
We must not let indifference, igno-
rance, a lack of funds, or a partisan
council stop us from doing what is
right.

Once again I am asking you to take
immediate action to preserve this his-
toric site.

Sylvia Hicks
Scotch Plains

The Sale of Runnells Hospital Is
Not a Profit and Loss Issue

One Additional Item That Will Impact
Our County Taxes For Decades

The March 20, 2014, article, “Free-
holders Take Action to Sell Runnells
Hospital,” quotes Berkeley Heights
Mayor Joseph Bruno, who supports
the sale to for-profit enterprise, as
saying, “Government should not be
in the medical practice business.
There is someone who can do it bet-
ter and that is the private industry.”

It appears Mayor Bruno does not
understand that anything that may
adversely affect people is their
government’s business, especially
when it comes to those whose health
is so frail they must live in a hospital.
Profit and loss should be no part of
decisions made regarding care of the
infirm.

Then there’s the March 20 edito-
rial “Will Sale of Runnells Produce
Tax Relief for County Residents?”
which says, “Taxpayers cannot con-
tinue to subsidize this facility at $13

million a year,” without asking: Why
is the cost of healthcare so high in
America? Why do other advanced
nations pay a fraction of what Ameri-
cans do for hospital care, pharma-
ceuticals, etc. with outcomes as good
or better?

While taxpayers may save money,
I hope you realize this hospital sale is
just shifting costs from the many to
the few, as opposed to reducing over-
all expenses. Adding in the middle-
man mark-up of the new for-profit
Runnells management, don’t expect
many prices to come down. It just
means fewer people pay more, either
in charges or by way of reduced care.

That may answer your editorial’s
question, “How can a private com-
pany run the hospital without losing
money?”

Jim LaRegina
Westfield

Media’s Matter of Perspective:
Voyager I or Nuclear Iran

What a pleasure it was to read your
two related editorials in the March 20
edition. In the first, you rightfully
point out the proceeds from the sale
of Runnells Specialized Hospital
should be used to pay down debt and
provide long overdue tax relief.

In the second editorial, dealing with
Union County’s astronomical $469 -
million debt, you mention several
examples of how our money has been
questionably spent over the past few
years, as well as misleading tax data
given out by the Freeholders.

You also mention county salary
increases and an increase in the num-
ber of employees. I would like to
point out one additional item that will

impact our county taxes for decades
to come.

A few years ago, the Freeholders
offered all county employees medi-
cal insurance for life if they would
forgo a salary increase for three years.
The total cost of this debacle is yet to
be calculated. Rest assured it is a
significant number that will plague
Union County taxpayers for a gen-
eration.

Keep up the good work. Union
County Freeholder spending has been
out of control for much too long. It’s
time for change.

Bruce Long
Westfield

We can keep track of the nearly one
ton, 400-watt Voyager I space probe
which at more than 11,800,000,000
billion miles from the Earth is in
interstellar space and well beyond
the solar system, but we cannot keep
track of a missing 656,000-pound,
209-foot, one-inch long, 60-foot,
nine- inch tall Boeing 777-200 with a
wing span of 199 feet,11 inches!

More pervasive attention is being
paid by the media to the missing
plane than to the Ukrainian and
Crimean crisis that now threaten East
European and even world peace!

More concerted attention than paid
to Iran which inches ever closer to
building nuclear weapons with all
the evil consequences that such an
arsenal would pose.

More combined attention than paid
to the Syrian civil war that has al-
ready clamed 140,000 lives and to

the civil wars in the Democratic Re-
public that have claimed millions of
lives and to the Central African Re-
public where more than one million
people or a quarter of the population
have been displaced because of con-
flict there. Just three of the countries
where vast numbers of people are
threatened by hostilities.

There is no callousness here to
suggest that there are major interna-
tional and domestic problems that
require at least some of the extraordi-
nary amount of attention given to the
missing plane with 239 people on
board! Life and death problems such
as hunger, preventable disease, lack
of clean water, lack of sanitation,
homelessness, and abject poverty that
affect hundred of millions and even
billions of other people.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org
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The Reason It’s Called It ‘dope’

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Amblosis – Abortion or miscarriage
2. Tribadism – Lesbianism
3. Deduit – Delight; sport
4. Trepha – Food that is not kosher

INTIMA
1. The innermost layer of the wall of an

artery
2. Refined; reserved
3. A nerve cell connected with other

nerve cells
4. A private place where conversation

is permitted
SBIRRO

1. In India, a disciple or novice
2. A member of the police force in Italy
3. A male fish during breeding time
4. A tanner of pelts or animal skins

PRINK
1. To wrinkle, crinkle
2. Pure; fresh
3. To dress for show
4. To please

SONSY
1. Having wits; sense; understanding
2. Gaudy and superficial
3. Concise; brief; to the point
4. Lucky, pleasing

LaPlace
Transform

“The first of April is the day we remember what we
are the other 364 days of the year.” — Mark Twain.

Next Tuesday, April 1, most residents are careful
about believing what they hear or see because of
April Fools’ Day. They don’t want to get hooked by
a prank.

We are careful, as well – about be-
lieving things we hear, hoping not to be
vexed. N.J. State Senator Nicholas
Scutari is our pick this year as the
biggest hoaxer as he introduced legis-
lation this week to legalize marijuana
“like beer.”

The April Fools’ Day tradition is
thought to have started in France around
1582. Prior to that, the New Year was
celebrated for eight days, beginning on
March 25 and ending on April 1. Charles
IX changed the calendar then. The
Gregorian calendar was introduced, and
New Year’s Day was moved to Jan. 1.

However, news back then traveled by foot, and
many did not learn of the calendar change for several
years. Others refused to accept the new calendar and
continued to celebrate the New Year on April 1. The
populace labeled these people as “fools” and sub-
jected them to ridicule. They were made the butt of
practical jokes.

This tradition of pranks on the first day of April
spread to England and Scotland in the 18th century
and was then introduced to the American colonies.
For the most part, April Fools’ Day is supposed to be
a funfest, where some carry out their brand of humor
at the expense of others.

Pranks on April Fools’ Day range from simply saying,
“Your shoe’s untied!” or perhaps setting a roommate’s
alarm clock back an hour. Whatever the gag, the trickster
ends it by yelling to his victim, “April Fool!”

The local April Fools’ Day caper this week that
comes from Senator Scutari of Linden is his desire
to legalize marijuana, aiming to treat pot “like beer”
– modeled after Colorado – where they are turning
their pot into gold with heavy taxation. Seems gov-
ernment is willing to develop a positive spin on any
issue — the lottery, online gambling, off-track bet-
ting — where more tax revenue is the prize.

As one reader remarked, “Does that mean that the
ingredients and potency would be strictly regulated?
Would it only be legal to sell it in a licensed liquor
store? Would someone be able to light up in their

Mark Twain

local pizza shop, restaurant, public parks and beaches,
or would it be banned like evil tobacco is?”

There is a point to decriminalizing it. Oftentimes,
it’s no harm, no foul – the heck with this “zero
tolerance” stuff. Think of all the jail cost that could
be avoided.

During the “flower child” genera-
tion, those who were in college didn’t
need to buy pot – all you needed to do
was go into a college bar on the Univ. of
Penn and Drexel campus – the smoke
was so thick one didn’t need to light up.
One popular watering hole was named
Smokey Joe’s.

The Penn guys seemed to have more
money and weren’t studying engineer-
ing like the Drexel guys. The Quakers
were frequently there and the Dragons
had to settle for the occasional second-
hand whiff.

Does that mean that those who tried
it never inhaled? “It depends on what the meaning of
the word ‘is’ is.”

Come to think of it, none of the engineering
students ever would have been able to graduate if
they were smoking weed. Answering exam ques-
tions on “Momentum, Heat and Mass Transfer,”
requiring one to perform LaPlace transforms, didn’t
fit with answers like, “Oh wow, man, look at all the
pretty colors.” Once on “Wacky Weed,” it was all
over but the shouting. They flunked out. There’s a
reason we called it “dope.”

Will it become the same in New Jersey as may
happen in Colorado? Who’s going to be entrusted to
operate the heavy machinery, nuclear power plants,
drive trains or build the airplanes?

True, engineers learned a lot of chemistry and
knew how to brew beer, but they never likened “Puff
The Magic Dragon” — as Sen. Scutari perceives it
– to “just like beer.”

They knew their shortcomings. As the saying
goes, “I studied engineering and now I are one.”

Were Samuel Langhorne Clemens alive today,
would our naiveté lead him to shout, April Fool!?!

––––––––
On a serious note, we congratulate President Obama

today for his announcement of abandoning the Af-
fordable Health Care Act, effective next month. This
makes good on his promise that “if you like your
insurance, you can keep it.” - April Fool!

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

Can’t We Leave Part of
This World Alone?

I recently read that Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th) voted in fa-
vor of a bill (HR3590) that would
open all National Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service land
to hunting and fishing. Whatever hap-
pened to the concept of some of our
national public lands actually being
preserved for wildlife to exist and
live without man’s interference? —
Allow guns to be carried on Army
Corps of Engineer water project
lands? I guess the fish look threaten-
ing. — Allow movie crews to use
mechanized equipment in wilderness
areas? Aren’t wilderness areas sup-
posed to be enclaves free of machin-
ery? — Prevent the Environmental
Protection Agency from regulating
lead lures and ammunition from be-
ing classified as toxic substances? —
Lead is toxic in gasoline and paint,
but somehow I guess it’s not in bul-
lets.

I don’t agree with Congressman
Lance’s perception of what wilder-
ness and wildlife protection measures
should be. The 1964 Wilderness Act
was passed with the recognition that
man’s enjoyment of his own life
would be improved through the pres-
ervation of wilderness for its own
sake - its solitude, its cradle for wild-
life, and its biological diversity. The
Act stated, “A wilderness, in contrast
with those areas where man and his
own works dominate the landscape,
is hereby recognized as an area where
the earth and its community of life
are untrammeled by man, where man
himself is a visitor who does not
remain.”

I don’t understand what part of this
definition Congressman Lance does
not understand. And I do not believe
he is acting in his constituent’s nor
America’s long-term best interests
by allowing these lands to be tram-
meled by man.

Can’t we leave any part of this
world alone?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

See more letters on page 5

IF A SENATOR IS
POWERFUL, ARE
OTHERS NOT?
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Abundance of Laws That Turn
All of Us Into Criminals

WILL A COURT FORCE YOU TO PAY FOR 
YOUR CHILD'S COLLEGE EXPENSES? 

WILL THE COURT LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD'S 
 PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING CUSTODY? 

WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH THE ALIMONY  
REFORM MOVEMENT IN NEW JERSEY? 

FIND OUT. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE.

 

 The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 

Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 40 

years, and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. 

Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Eva M. Uhrik, Esq., will review the law, explain the legal 

process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation, divorce, custody and 

parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review 

of changed financial and child related-circumstances, and how the current economic climate and new 

proposed legislation will impact divorce and post-divorce matters.  

 Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for significant financial savings, 

while assuring that your rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in 

Court proceedings. 

 

 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you are simply curious 

about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already 

divorced, the Seminar will also be of value in explaining post-divorce rights and obligations of former 

spouses. 

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees

Reservations Required (No last names needed) 
Call: (908) 272-0200 

Refreshments will be served   

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2014
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2014
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org 

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com 

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

SPIDER VEINS?
GET YOUR LEGS
READY FOR SUMMER!
Amazing results without surgery using simple 
sclerotherapy and new laser treatments.
NJ’s largest and most respected vascular practice is
now delivering innovative and exceptional care in
seven convenient locations. We are here to help!

THE CARDIOVASCULAR CARE GROUP
Dedicated to Total Cardiovascular Care

Vascular Specialists:
Clifford M. Sales, MD
Michael A. Pontoriero, MD
Jonathan A. Levison, MD
Mark H. Kumar, MD
Raymond J. Holmes, MD
Michael D. Addis, MD

Salvador A. Cuadra, MD
Combiz Rezayat, MD
Scott A. Sundick, MD
Harry Agis, MD
Mark W. Moritz, MD
Michael Ombrellino, MD

www.veininstitutenj.com • www.theveincenternj.com
973-291-2123

Westfield • Springfield • Morristown • Clifton

Princeton • Shrewsbury • Sparta

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

You don’t have to be a pothead to
recognize that Stephen Schoeman’s
lengthy rant in last week’s Leader against
state laws to legalize marijuana contains
misrepresentations and outmoded ideas
that it cannot go unchallenged.

Schoeman’s premise is that individual
states have no business legalizing mari-
juana, either for medical use or recre-
ational use, as long as marijuana posses-
sion remains a federal crime. He quotes
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention that “marijuana is a major health
problem in the United States.”

Internet research reveals that the quote
is from 1982, more than 30 years ago. But
just this year, in 2014, the CDC website
announced that the National Institute on
Drug Abuse is seeking funding for “popu-
lation-based research on social, behav-
ioral, and health outcomes of marijuana
involvement to help inform the public
health impact of the changing marijuana
environment.” CDC further states that
“scientific evidence on a range of out-
comes associated with various levels of
marijuana exposure has not kept pace
with other aspects of marijuana use.

The patterns of use, potency, sources,
availability, administration, public per-
ception, and legal status are significantly
different than they were when marijuana
rose to popularity in the U.S. in the 1970’s,
and research describing the impact of
these factors and their fluctuations is
encouraged. The ultimate purpose of this
data will be to inform policy and health
care practices related to prevention and
treatment of marijuana-related conditions
within a rapidly shifting social environ-
ment.” In other words, the CDC is ac-
knowledging that in 2014, it really doesn’t
have enough information to declare that
marijuana is a major health problem, and
that more study is needed.

You don’t have to smoke marijuana to
derive medical benefits from it. In a 2014
report, “Is Marijuana Medicine?,”
www.drugabuse.gov/..., the Institute re-
veals that “scientific study of the active
chemicals in marijuana, called cannab-
inoids, has led to the development of two
FDA-approved medications, and is lead-
ing to the development of new pharma-
ceuticals that harness the therapeutic ben-
efits of cannabinoids while minimizing
or eliminating the harmful side effects
(including the “high”) produced by eat-
ing or smoking marijuana leaves.”

So when Schoeman says that Congress
has determined that cannabis “has a high
potential for abuse” and that it “has no
currently accepted medical use in treat-
ment in the United States,” and that “there
is a lack of accepted safety for use of the
drug or other substance under medical
supervision,”he is actually pointing out
that the federal prohibition of marijuana
is based on faulty assumptions. Twenty
states, including New Jersey, plus the
District of Columbia, have legalized
medical marijuana. The Department of
Justice is making it easier for banks to do
business with legitimate marijuana mer-
chants. Congress is not doing its job.

Conservative states like Alabama are
passing medical marijuana laws. Some-

thing significant is afoot, and federal
laws are no longer rational. Schoeman
demands that the laws be respected “be-
cause nobody has the right to choose
what law to observe and what law to
flout.” Unfortunately, too many laws
criminalize activities that many would
argue should not rise to level of being a
crime, including possession of marijuana.

In a House Judiciary Committee hear-
ing on June 14, 2013, devoted to defining
the problem and scope of over-
criminalization, John Malcolm of the con-
servative Heritage Foundation, testified
that “....buried within the 51 titles of the
United States Code and the far more
voluminous Code of Federal Regulations,
there are approximately 4,500 statutes
and another 300,000 (or more) imple-
menting regulations with potential crimi-
nal penalties for violations. There are so
many criminal laws and regulations, in
fact, that nobody really knows how many
there are, with scores more being created
every year. And that’s just federal of-
fenses.... While these are serious prob-
lems, perhaps the most fundamental prob-
lem caused by over-criminalization is the
fact that the average person no longer has
fair notice of what the criminal code
makes an offense.”

In that same hearing, Steven Benjamin,
president of the National Association of
Criminal Defense Lawyers, stated that
“at this very moment we are living with
the consequences of a misguided public
infatuation with the use of criminal law
as a massive tool of social and economic
control. That infatuation has left the
United States with more prisoners than
any other nation on earth, an estimated 65
million Americans marred by a criminal
record, and billions of dollars unneces-
sarily diverted from core functions and
responsibilities of government.”

Reasonable people may disagree about
whether marijuana should be legalized
for recreational use, but reasonable people
should agree that marijuana possession
should not rise to the level of being a
criminal offense. Yet Governor Christie
has vowed to veto any bill to legalize or
decriminalize marijuana, and in 2012
Westfield’s Republican representatives
in the Assembly (Bramnick and Munoz)
voted against a bill to decriminalize pos-
session of small amounts of marijuana.
That’s curious, because Republicans are
supposed to be the party of limited gov-
ernment. Maybe they can explain how
arresting people, burdening them with
criminal records and possibly even send-
ing them to jail for doing nothing more
than possessing a marijuana cigarette, is
consistent with limited government.

Do we have a right to choose which
laws to obey, and which to ignore? Most
of the time, we don’t even know what’s
legal and what isn’t. If Mr. Schoeman
wants to engender greater respect for the
law, perhaps he might devote his efforts
to ridding the justice system of its abun-
dance of laws that have the potential to
turn all of us into criminals for one reason
or another.

Bob Pinheiro
Westfield

One Of The Coldest Winters In 20
Years Shatters Snow Records

AccuWeather Global Weather Cen-
ter, 25 March 2014 – AccuWeather.com
reports despite the arrival of spring, the
icy grip of winter still retains a strangle-
hold on much of the Midwest and North-
east. The 2013-2014 winter season is
one of the coldest winters in 20 years,
according to AccuWeather Senior Me-
teorologist Dave Dombek.

“It’s probably the coldest the North-
east has seen since 1993-94,” he said in
early March.

With snowfalls approaching annual
all-time record highs in many of the
major metropolitan areas across the
country, the winter season has shattered
expense records in the north.

According to AccuWeather Senior
Meteorologist Jack Boston, the reason
behind the record-breaking winter is
due to a blocking high pressure ridge
over Alaska, the Yukon and the North-
eastern Pacific Ocean.

“That system deflected the jet stream
across the North Pole, down through
Canada and into the United States,” he
said, citing unseasonably low tempera-
tures as a result of this burst of arctic air.

The cool air from the north meets
with the jet stream and moisture in the
south to create storm systems, and this is
the main reason behind this year’s heavy
snowfall totals, Mr. Boston said.

Toledo, Ohio, experienced their
snowiest winter ever, with a record break-
ing snowfall of 84.8 inches. Weather
data for the city has been collected since
the late 1800s, according to
AccuWeather.com Meteorologist Brian
Edwards.

Toledo’s average annual snowfall is
usually 37.8 inches. The previous record
snowfall was recorded in the winter of
1978-79 at 73.1 inches.

“The high snowfall totals were more
due to actual storm systems rather than
lake-effect snow,” he said, adding that
Erie, Pa., received 130.7 inches of snow
compared to the annual 95 inches and
that a total of 122 inches fell in Buffalo,
N.Y.

“It’s impressive,” he said. “Every-
body is way above normal.”

This year, Cincinnati and Dayton,
Ohio, were both hit with more than a
220 percent of their average annual
snowfall. Cincinnati has received 47.1
inches, making it the fourth-snowiest

winter on record for the city.
With about a 230 percent of the aver-

age annual snowfall, Detroit was
slammed with 90.7 inches of snow, and
Chicago got 80 inches this season, mak-
ing it the third-snowiest winter on record
for both cities.

“Below-average February tempera-
tures were observed across much of the
northern and central contiguous U.S.,
with the largest departures from normal
across the Midwest,” according to Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

In addition to the snowstorms wallop-
ing the Midwest, cities in the Northeast
have also approached all-time highs in
snowfall totals as well as experienced
record-breaking cold spells.

According to the U.S. National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration,
February 2014 ranks 37th for coldest
February on record nationwide.

Philadelphia experienced a 314 per-
cent of their average annual snowfall,
with a total of 67.6 inches of snow,
making it the third-snowiest winter on
record, while Norfolk, Va., and Wash-
ington, D.C., were hit with more than
double their annual average in snow this
year.

“Looking at preliminary data, the
Northeast was cooler than normal dur-
ing February,” according to NOAA’s
website. “Western areas of New York
and Pennsylvania were the coldest, with
departures as low as minus 10 degrees.”

The lingering cold has also set the
stage for late-winter storms carrying into
early spring.

On March 20, Washington, D.C., was
hit with the largest March snowstorm
since 1999.

The storm dropped 7.2 inches of snow,
making it the third-largest snowfall on
record for late-March. The only com-
petitors include the March 28 to 29
snowstorm in 1942 which dropped 11.2
inches on the city and on March 27 to 28
in 1891 where snowfall totaled one foot.

“This weather pattern is very stub-
born about breaking,” Mr. Boston said.
“That is why many parts of the northern
and eastern U.S. are having this slow
ending to winter.”

By Michael Kuhne
AccuWeather.com
State College, Pa.

County GOP Awards Westfield Mayor
COUNTY — The Union County Re-

publican Committee on Monday evening
at L’Affaire in Mountainside presented
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky with
the Bob Franks Elected Official of the
Year award. The award is named after
well-liked Congressman Bob Franks who
passed away in 2010 at the age of 59.

Mayor Skibitsky’s award:
“In 2013, Andy was elected to a third

term as mayor, a feat unprecedented in
recent town history. The residents of
Westfield rewarded Andy for effective
leadership over his prior eight years of
service, including with respect to his deft
handling of the aftermath of Superstorm
Sandy, during and after which his com-
munication and emergency management
practices were recognized nationally.
Andy hosted two town-wide conference
calls which upwards of 10,000 people
tuned into for the latest news on recovery
efforts. Andy personally handed out fli-
ers to residents on town streets and at
supermarkets and coffee shops to ensure
that those without telephone service were
updated.”

“Over the course of last year, among
other things, Andy helped to secure the
future safety of Westfield residents by
championing the town’s purchase of a
mobile command center that has become
the envy of public safety official around
the region. He also organized a meeting
among NJ Transit and legislative offi-
cials and obtained a commitment for lim-
ited direct train rides from Westfield into
Manhattan to begin this spring. This is an
important first step in getting full direct
access into New York City for the entire
Raritan Valley Line. Finally, Andy con-
tinued to promote the town’s emphasis
on fiscal responsibility, managing in
Westfield’s 2013 budget to reduce the
municipality’s salaries and wages line
item to its lowest level since 2005.”

“The foregoing represent only a few of
the successes achieved by Andy Skibitsky
in 2013 and throughout his dedicated
service to the people of Westfield. Like
Congressman Bob Franks, Mayor
Skibitsky exemplifies quiet but strong
leadership and effective representation
of his constituents.”

HONORED...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky receives the ‘Elected Official
of the Year’ award. Pictured, from left to right, are: Westfield councilpersons
Keith Loughlin, Jo Ann Neylan, Sam Della Fera, Mayor Skibitsky, Jim Foerst,
and Mark LoGrippo.

We The Cannabis Consuming Citizens
Of NJ Demand Legalization

Twenty-two thousand NJ citizens are
arrested each year in New Jersey for
marijuana possession, and we demand it
to end with legalization. The marijuana
laws were founded on lies and racism and
only liars and politicians support them.
There are so many facts to support this we
will not even bother to list them.

Legalize it now! The truth is marijuana
is one of the safest and greatest therapeu-
tic substances on the planet and to con-
tinue to lie about its goodness is evil. No
one should be arrested for this plant.

This is a two bong protest.
On April 20 in Trenton we, the “Can-

nabis Consuming Citizens of New Jer-
sey,” will be holding a peaceful Pot March
from the River line Train station on Clinton
Ave. to State Street and then to the State
House steps where we will be holding a
Legalization Rally to confront Chris
Christie’s ridiculous cannabis policies.

(1) — 12 noon gathering at Veterans’
memorial park across from the Statehouse.

(2) — 2:30 p.m. march from the River

line station up Clinton Ave. to State Street
to join the gathering at the Statehouse.

There will be speakers, music, plan-
ning, socializing and a 4:20 p.m. celebra-
tion of our eminent victory in this gov-
ernment “War On Potheads!”

By Edward Forchion
njweedman.com
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Mr. Mahmoud to Give Talk
On ‘Exodus and the Hyksos’
WESTFIELD — “The Exodus and

the Hyksos” will be the topic of
Hassan “Sam” Mahmoud at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Soci-
ety on April 2. It will begin
at noon at the Echo Lake
Country Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

The Bible calls it the Exo-
dus; the recorded Egyptian
history calls it the expulsion
of the invading Hyksos. Half-
way through the 7,000 years
of Egypt’s history, in about
1680 B.C., some Asiatic
tribes, called the Hyksos,
invaded Egypt and stayed there for
about 100 years. They plundered the
country, subjugated the population,
destroyed many temples and humili-
ated the local princes. Eventually, the
Egyptians revolted and kicked them
out. They fled through the Sinai Desert.
Coincidently, the Bible put the date of
the Exodus around the same date of
that expulsion.

Mr. Mahmoud will explore the two
versions of this historical epoch and
the conflict between the historians
and the Bible scribes.

This will mark the 12th
lecture Mr. Mahmoud
has given to the Histori-
cal Society, of which he
is a member, trustee and
the program’s co-direc-
tor. A 22-year resident of
Westfield, he has been a
world traveler, author,
lecturer and a student of
history and culture of
many countries. He has
published numerous ar-
ticles about history and

politics in the major state newspa-
pers. Mr. Mahmoud was a monthly
columnist for the Home News Tri-
bune and the Courier News.

All those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon are asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, March 31. The cost of the
luncheon is $25 for Historical Society
members and $30 for non-members.

Hassan Mahmoud

F-SP Memorial Day Events
To Commemorate D-Day

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS —
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Memo-
rial Day Parade Committee has an-
nounced its annual concert and parade
will be held on May 25 and May 26.
The theme of this year’s Memorial
Day events will be “D-Day Normandy
Beach 70th Anniversary.”

“It is appropriate that we remem-
ber and honor the 6,000-plus Ameri-
can casualties on D-Day just days

before June 6, the 70th anniversary
of the invasion,” noted Scotch Plains
Mayor Kevin Glover.

The concert will be on Sunday,
May 25, at the Fanwood train station
beginning at 6:30 p.m. The Westfield
Community Band will play patriotic
melodies and traditional marches.

“We are pleased to again host the
Memorial Day concert. D-Day must
never be forgotten by our citizens,”
commented Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr.

The Memorial Day parade, to be
held on Monday, May 26, is funded
by Scotch Plains and Fanwood. The
concert, however, is provided
through the generosity of local do-
nors — individuals, businesses and
community organizations — who
support concert expenses. Checks
should be made payable to: Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, c/o Toni Rollis,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. Ms. Rollis can be reached at
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 314.

CHEERS TO COLLEGE CLUB...The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
recently celebrated its 80th anniversary at The Chelsea in Fanwood. Since its
inception, the club’s mission has been to further the education of women. The club
has awarded scholarships totaling close to $600,000 to young women residing in
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. Women with at least baccalaureate degrees are
welcome to join. For more information, call Marie Leppert at (908) 233-3829.
Pictured, Ms. Leppert toasts the longevity of the club.

POLICE BLOTTER

Friends of Westfield Library
Announce Annual Book Sale
WESTFIELD — Plans are under-

way for the Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library’s 41st Annual
Book Sale. Proceeds from the sale
will benefit the library.

The Friends welcome donations of
adult and children’s hardcover and
paperback books, as well as CDs and
DVDs, in good, sellable condition.
VHS tapes, cassettes, records, ency-
clopedias, textbooks, condensed
books, outdated or moldy books will
not be accepted. Book donations are
tax-deductible.

Donations will be accepted today,
Thursday, March 27, and Friday,
March 28, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and

on Saturday, March 29, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., at the “arcade” entrance of
the Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

The sale will open with a selection
of about 30,000 books with a Mem-
bers Only Preview on Wednesday,
April 2, from 9 a.m. to noon. Mem-
berships will be available at the door.
The sale will be open to the public
later that day, from 2 to 8 p.m., and on
Thursday and Friday, April 3 and
April 4, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. All
items will be half-price on April 4.
Visitors may fill a bag with books for
just $5 on Bag Day, Saturday, April 5,
from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Fanwood Invites Kids
To Summer Programs
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Recreation Department has an-
nounced that registration has be-
gun for its summer camps and pro-
grams for children.

Programs include Recreation
Summer Park Program, Soccer
Camp, Raider Basketball Camp,
Mining and Crafting Using Lego
Bricks, SPF Baseball Camp, Junior
Tennis Lessons, Golf Squirts, First
Play Golf, Pony Camps, Tweens
and Teens Travel Camp, Total Sports
Squirts, Parent and Me Total Sports
Squirts, First Play Lacrosse Clinic,
T-Ball Squirts, Make Your Own
Comic Book Camp, Camp
Olympus: Art and Writing, Multi-
Sports Camp, Groovy Girls Sum-
mer Program, Junior Scientists
Summer Program, Technology and
Engineering Summer Program, and
Art in the Park Camp.

For more information, including
detailed descriptions, dates, times,
place, price and age group, and to
register, go to fanwoodrecreation.org.

Cranford Hist. Soc. to Hold
Art Glass Program Sunday

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will present “Early
American Art Glass: Tiffany, Quezal,
Durand” with Vic Bary this Sunday,
March 30, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Crane-Phillips House Museum. The
program will begin at 2:15 p.m. The
Crane-Phillips House Museum is lo-
cated at 124 North Union Avenue in
Cranford.

Art glass, hand-blown vases and
lamp shades made for decorative
purposes flourished from the turn of
the 20th century to the Great Depres-
sion. Its earliest incarnations were
influenced by the Art Nouveau move-
ment, and sought to mimic natural
forms, such as the jack-in-the-pulpit,
gourds and various flowers. It also
drew from the forms used by histori-
cal cultures and from recent discov-
eries of ancient Egyptian burial sites.

Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-1933)
was the earliest and most prominent
force in the production of American
art glass, aided by an artistic eye and a

family fortune. Individuals who were
either glass mixers or glass blowers
for Tiffany would be central to two of
the great successor American art glass
firms — the Quezal Art Glass and
Decorating Company and the “fancy
shop” Victor Durand, Jr.’s Vineland
Flint Glass Works.

Mr. Bary, a Cranford Historical
Society trustee and art glass collec-
tor, will lead an historical and visual
tour through the output of these three
important American art glass firms
with copious visuals and a few ex-
amples.

Admission will be free. Space is
limited so reservations are required. To
reserve a seat, call the Historical Soci-
ety office at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the Cranford His-
torical Society, a non-profit organiza-
tion, is dedicated to the preservation
and perpetuation of Cranford’s history.
For more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Annual Fanwood Cleanup
On Tap For April 26

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Earth Day and Clean Communities
Committee has announced that the
borough’s annual community
cleanup will take place on Saturday,
April 26. This year marks the 25th
year of the Earth Day cleanup.

Volunteers will assemble at 8:30
a.m. at the south-side train station
parking area and will be assigned to
clean a specific location. Adults and
children are invited to become “pick-
up partners” and clean litter from the
borough’s parks and public areas.
The work should be completed be-
fore 11 a.m. Earth Day T-shirts, work
gloves and litter bags will be fur-
nished to all participants.

John Celardo chairs the commit-
tee and is joined by Public Works
Director Clint Dicksen, Bob
McCarthy, Karen Diaz, Joan
Skubish, Pat Hoynes, Linda Talcott,
Dean Talcott and Keenan Porter, who
is president of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Environmen-
tal Club. The committee is working
in conjunction with the Fanwood
Department of Public Works (DPW).

Volunteers are asked to notify the
Fanwood DPW in advance by call-

ing (908) 322-7404. Walk-ins also
will be welcome. Earth Day activi-
ties are being planned for after the
cleanup, the details of which will be
revealed soon.

Pre-Passover Event Set
For Special-Needs Kids

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Friend-
ship Circle at Chabad of Union
County will present a “Pre-Passover
Family Fun Day,” for children with
special needs and their families, on
Sunday, April 6, beginning at 1 p.m.
It will take place at the Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey, located at 1391 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

Participants will be able to make
their own matzah from start to finish,
including threshing and winnowing
the wheat stalks, milling and grind-
ing the flour, mixing, kneading, shap-
ing and baking their matzah.

The cost is $15 per family. Inter-
ested persons are asked to respond by
Thursday, April 3, at (908) 790-0008
or ChabadUC.com. This is a project
of The Friendship Circle of Union
and Somerset Counties.

Rotary Seeks Applications
For Com. Service Grants

WESTFIELD — The Rotary Club
of Westfield is now accepting Com-
munity Service Grant applications for
consideration. Non-profit organiza-
tions may receive a copy of the official
application directly from the Rotary
website at westfieldrotary.com or by
contacting Darielle Walsh, Rotary
Community Service Grants chair-
woman, at info@westfieldrotary.com.

To be considered for a Westfield
Rotary Club Community Service
Grant, local non-profit organizations
must complete and submit the offi-
cial grant application before the Tues-
day, April 15 deadline. The Rotary
Club, in accordance with its goal of
community service, is most inter-
ested in providing grants for pro-
grams and projects that directly serve

people in the community.
As part of the decision process, the

Grants Committee reviews the simple
one-page application form to receive
a clear understanding of the way in
which the funds are used. Grants will
not be awarded for capital improve-
ments or operating funds.

Rotary is a community service or-
ganization comprised of business and
professional men and women who
live or work in the Westfield area. The
Rotary Club of Westfield meets every
Tuesday at 12:15 p.m. for lunch at the
Westfield Area “Y.” Prospective mem-
bers and guests are welcome to attend
any of the club’s weekly meetings.
For additional information, e-mail
info@westfieldrotary.com or visit
westfieldrotary.com.

Washington Post Newsman
Rosenfeld to Speak at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS — Harry
Rosenfeld, a newspaperman and au-
thor of “From Kristallnacht to
Watergate: Memoirs of a Newspaper-
man,” will speak at the Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey this Sunday, March 30, at 11:30
a.m. The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Rosenfeld was a hard-driving
editor at both The New York Herald
Tribune and The Washington Post.
As the Post’s metropolitan editor, he
was Bob Woodward’s and Carl
Bernstein’s boss and in charge of the
newspaper’s Watergate exposé.

His memoir offers an insider’s per-
spective on the unlikely Bernstein
and Woodward partnership and de-
picts the tensions and pleasures of
working for both Ben Bradlee and
Katharine Graham.

He also will share his harrowing
experience growing up, which later
shaped his adult life in America. In
Hitler’s Berlin, as a 9-year-old boy,

Mr. Rosenfeld saw his father taken
away by the Gestapo in the middle
of the night and witnessed the burn-
ing of his synagogue on
Kristallnacht, the prelude to the
Holocaust.

This event, which is part of the
JCC’s Fifth Annual University Lec-
ture Series, is open to the public. The
cost for JCC members and seniors
age 62 and up is $14, and the cost for
community participants is $16 per
person. More information and online
registration are available at jccnj.org.
To read more about Mr. Rosenfeld,
visit harryrosenfeldmemoir.com.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is a
constituent agency of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater MetroWest NJ,
United Way of Greater Union County
and the Westfield United Fund. Finan-
cial assistance is available for mem-
bership and various programs. For
more information, contact Simone
Klein at (908) 889-8800, extension
no. 214, or sklein@jccnj.org.

ST. PATTY’S TREATS...St. Patrick’s Day was an exciting day for the children
of the Westfield Area “Y”’s Kindergarten Wraparound program at the Main
“Y” Facility in Westfield. The children brought in baked goods and sold them to
members to help raise money for the Westfield Area “Y”’s Strong Kids Cam-
paign. The children raised a total of $226. Celeste Ponzio, Kindergarten Wrap-
around teacher, is pictured along with some of the participating youngsters.

‘Y’ Spring Session
Registration Coming
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area “Y” has announced that regis-
tration will begin soon for its Spring
2 Session, which runs from April 27
to June 21. Registration for Gold and
Silver individual and family mem-
bers will begin on Thursday, April 3.
Members can register online. Open
registration for program and new
members will begin at 7:30 a.m. on
Monday, April 7.

Highlights and new programs in-
clude: Triathlete Land Training
Class, Strictly Strength, Bowl with
the Best and Teen Special Events
Night. For more information about
Westfield Area “Y” programs, visit
westfieldynj.org or call (908) 233-
2700. Financial assistance is avail-
able for those who qualify.

Westfield
Monday, March 17, Nermene

Simaika, 36, of Westfield was ar-
rested on two Westfield warrants, with
total bail of $137, after turning her-
self in at police headquarters. She
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Tuesday, March 18, Juliet Longo,
20, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of Connecticut
Street near Grandview Avenue. She
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released to a so-
ber adult.

Wednesday, March 19, Francisco
Mendoza, 27, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant for $114 after turning
himself in at police headquarters. He
was released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 20, John Miller,
III, 34, of Westfield was arrested on a
no-bail warrant from the Morris
County Sheriff’s Office pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of Elm
Street near Quimby Street. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and turned over to Morris
County Sheriff’s officers.

Thursday, March 20, Maria Alicea,
38, of Iselin was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on the 1000 block
of Central Avenue on an outstanding
Westfield warrant. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting $178
bail.

Friday, March 21, three people were
arrested after police made a motor
vehicle stop on Elm Street near East
Broad Street in connection with their
investigation of a burglary.

Authorities received a report that
someone had forcibly entered a resi-
dence on the 100 block of Washing-
ton Street and assaulted a male vic-
tim there before fleeing in a vehicle.
Police made the motor vehicle stop
based on a description of the suspect
and the vehicle.

The suspect, identified as Matthew
Sosnowski, 19, of Westfield, a pas-
senger in the vehicle, was charged
with burglary, simple assault, pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. He was held
awaiting bail.

The driver of the vehicle, Alyssa
Vita, 20, of Cranford, and a second
passenger, Aswad Turner, 20, of
Westfield, were each charged with
possession of CDS and possession
of drug paraphernalia. The CDS
charge for all three suspects in-
volved less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana, police said.
Turner and Vita were each processed
and released with a summons.

Friday, March 21, Antonio Cuevas,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant
in the amount of $114 after turning
himself in at police headquarters. He
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Saturday, March 22, Courtnay C.
Cook, 39, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was
arrested on an outstanding East
Greenwich traffic warrant in the
amount of $350 pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at East South and Cen-
tral Avenues. Cook was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released on posted bail.

Sunday, March 23, Salvador Mejia-
Guzman, 55, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with DWI pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop on the
600 block of West North Avenue. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released to a re-
sponsible adult.

Fanwood
Wednesday, March 12, Jonathan

Callands, 50, of Plainfield was ar-

rested following a motor vehicle stop
on the 170 block of Martine Avenue
on an active warrant out of Plainfield.
He was processed, posted bail and
released.

Thursday, March 13, Timothy
Hopkins, 51, of Fanwood was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
at Farley and Midway Avenues on an
active warrant out of Scotch Plains.
He was processed, posted bail and
released.

Thursday, March 13, Paul
Kamichoff, 38, of Rahway was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
at Midway Avenue and Paterson Road
on an active warrant out of Clark. He
was processed and released by the
Clark Municipal Court.

Friday, March 14, Lance Kirkland,
27, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of South Avenue on active
warrants out of South Plainfield and
Plainfield. He was processed and re-
leased by both the South Plainfield
and Plainfield Municipal Courts.

Friday, March 21, a resident of the
300 block of La Grande Avenue re-
ported that sometime between Tues-
day, March 11, and March 21, some-
one forced a window open to gain
entry to the residence. According to
police, at this time it appears that
nothing is missing.

Saturday, March 22, a resident of
the 100 block of North Avenue re-
ported that someone had entered their
unlocked motor vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway and removed
a Samsung Galaxy Tablet, valued at
$300.

Saturday, March 22, Roy Williams,
39, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at
Martine and Trenton Avenues on an
outstanding warrant out of Fanwood.
He was processed and turned over to
the Union County jail.

Mountainside
Wednesday, March 19, Vincente

Morilla, 53, of North Plainfield was
arrested for driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22.

Saturday, March 22, a resident of
Blazo Terrace reported her son lost
his iPhone 5 on the bus to Governor
Livingston High School and when
she tried to search the bus she was
denied access. According to police,
the tracking application has been ac-
tivated.

Saturday, March 22, a resident of
Scotch Plains reported that while at a
Mountain Avenue convenience store,
his wife took off her wedding rings
and put them on her lap while putting
on moisturizer. According to police,
she forgot to put the rings back on
and did not notice they were missing
until returning home. A search of the
parking lot yielded nothing and the
manager at the store stated nothing
had been turned in at that time, au-
thorities reported.

Sunday, March 23, Rudolph Bul-
lock, 61, of Flushing, N.Y. was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after police re-
sponded to an erratic driver on Route
22. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Sunday, March 23, Paul V. Vaiana,
22, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

Sunday, March 23, Roseanna L.
Padilla, 30, of Hillside was arrested
for driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. She was issued a summons and
released.

Sunday, March 23, Denzel J. Clark,
22, of Scotch Plains was arrested for
driving with a suspended license af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
He was processed and released with
a summons.

Library Program to Explore
‘Repurposing’ Old Things

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present
“Repurposing: New Uses for Old
Things” on Wednesday, April 9, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Karen Camden, who has spoken
previously at the library about clutter
control and gardening, will present
this program. She will share how to go
beyond recycling and get creative by
finding new uses for old things. “If
you go to yard sales or antique shows
and can see endless potential there,
this is the workshop for you,” she said.

Ms. Camden also is the president
of Camden Associates, a consulting
firm that provides services in com-
munications and people skills, orga-
nizational assessments and clutter
control. She has taught multiple com-
puter classes at the library as well.

Admission will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. To
find out if a library participates,
call the Westfield Memorial Library
at (908) 789-4090. To register for
the program, visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension 0.

For more information about li-
brary programs and services, call

(908) 789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and
sign up for the monthly e-newslet-
ter, “Library Loop,” or stop by the
library for a copy of its award-
winning, quarterly newsletter,
“Take Note.”

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.
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All Saints’ Church Prepares
For Holy Week and Easter

SCOTCH PLAINS — The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church is prepar-
ing worship services for Holy Week
and Easter.

On Palm Sunday, April 13, wor-
ship will be held at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Palms will be blessed and distributed
at both services, portions of the Pas-
sion Story will be read from the Gos-
pel according to Matthew, and Holy
Eucharist will be celebrated. The 10
a.m. service will begin in the Parish
Hall followed by a procession into
the church, with the singing of “All
Glory, Laud and Honor.”

Worship on Maundy Thursday,
April 17, commemorating Jesus’ Last
Supper, will take place at 8 p.m. The
altar will be stripped in preparation
for his arrest and trial, and an “Altar
of Repose” will be set as a tomb for
Jesus. There will be Holy Commun-

ion, a homily from the rector and
music from the All Saints’ Choir.

On Good Friday, April 18, services
will take place at 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. The
Passion Story from John’s Gospel will
be read and the Solemn Collects prayed.
There will be a Meditation from the
rector and Communion of the pre-sanc-
tified (bread and wine consecrated on
Maundy Thursday). The All Saints’
Choir will sing in the evening.

On Easter Sunday, April 20, there
will be two celebrations of Jesus’
Resurrection — an Easter Eucharist
at 8 a.m. and the Festival Eucharist at
10 a.m. with music from the All Saints’
Choir and the Youth Choir. The rector
will preach at both services. An Eas-
ter Brunch will follow the 10 a.m.
service with an indoor/outdoor Eas-
ter Egg Hunt for children of all ages.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 559 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
across from Park Middle School. Park-
ing is available behind the church, ac-
cessed via School Place. MaryRose
Clark is organist and choir director.
The Reverend Jane Rockman is rector.
For more information, call (908) 322-
8047 or visit allsaints-spnj.org.

Fanwood Presbyterian Posts
Services, ‘Lord Nelson Mass’
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Presbyterian Church has announced
its schedule of services for Holy
Week, along with its upcoming pre-
sentation of the “Lord Nelson Mass.”

Holy Week will begin on April 13
with a joint Palm Sunday service at
10:30 a.m. It will feature a youth and
children’s concert in the sanctuary.

Additionally on April 13, the “Lord
Nelson Mass” by Franz Joseph Haydn
will be presented as a special concert
at 4 p.m. in the sanctuary. The work
also is known as the Mass in D Minor
and the Missa in Augustiis (Mass for
times of trouble).

“This is arguably one of Haydn’s
finest compositions,” said Tom
Berdos, Fanwood Presbyterian’s di-
rector of music. The concert will fea-
ture professional soloists plus a cham-
ber orchestra and a small chorus. A
freewill offering will be welcomed.

The church will be open for Holy Week
Devotionals Monday through Wednes-

day, April 14 to 16, from 8 to 8:30 a.m.
The Maundy Thursday service on

April 17 will be at 7:30 p.m., with the
Reverend David Jahnke, pastor, offi-
ciating. Communion will be served
as the Last Supper is remembered
along with the walk of the disciples to
the Garden of Gethsemane.

On Easter Sunday, April 20, a ser-
vice will be held at 10:30 a.m. The
offering of Communion and joyful
music with guest musicians will cel-
ebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. “If
you are not in the habit of attending
some of these special services, I en-
courage you to put them on your cal-
endar this year. There will be special
music at each service,” said Mr. Berdos.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
is located at Martine and La Grande
Avenues. Everyone is welcome to
attend these services. For more infor-
mation or directions to the church,
call the office at (908) 889-8891 or e-
mail admin@fanwoodpc.org.

Ms. Notare and Mr. DiDario
To Perform at Willow Grove

SCOTCH PLAINS — A concert
entitled “Music for the Soul” will be
performed on Sunday, April 6, at 3
p.m. at the Willow Grove Presbyte-
rian Church, featuring soprano
Karen Notare with master pianist
Paul DiDario. This free concert will
be funded by a grant from the
Presbytery of Elizabeth.

Spanish music will be featured,
along with selections from Mozart
and others. Ms. Notare will sing “De
Espana Vengo” by Pablo Luna, “Del
Cabello mas Sutil” by Fernando
Obradors, “Canciones Anatorias” by
Enrique Granados and other classic
pieces. Mr. DiDario will accompany
Ms. Notare and he also will play a
piano solo, “Triana” by Isaac Albeniz.

An accomplished and award-win-
ning artist, Ms. Notare has performed
in the United States and around the
world. She won a full scholarship to
the prestigious Manhattan School of
Music in New York City, where she
received her degree. Ms. Notare is a
licensed New Jersey music educator
who has educated students from pre-
kindergarten to the professional level.
She currently is the music director of
the Unity Charter School in
Morristown, is on the voice faculty of
the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn
and maintains a private beginning
piano and vocal studio in Flanders.

Mr. DiDario received his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from the
Juilliard School. Among his career
highlights are performances with

Metropolitan Opera star Jerome
Hines, a recital as Franz Liszt, and a
benefit recital for the Christopher
Reeve Foundation. He is a certified
teacher in the Russian Technical Regi-
men for the Piano and a certified
Suzuki Piano instructor. Mr. DiDario
is executive director of the Long Hill
Music Center in Madison. He also
has been on the private music faculty
of the Farbrook School in Short Hills
since 1990. For the last nine years he
has been the director of music at the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church.

Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across from
the southside firehouse and southside
soccer field, and near the corner of
South Martine Avenue. All church
facilities are handicap-accessible.
For more information, visit
willowgrovechurch.org or contact
the church office at (908) 232-5678
or office@willowgrovechurch.org.

TWO TALENTS...Master pianist Paul DiDario and soprano Karen Notare,
pictured, will perform a concert called “Music for the Soul” on Sunday, April 6,
at 3 p.m. at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains.

First Presbyterian to Honor
Soup Kitchen’s 25th Year

CRANFORD — The First Presbyte-
rian Church of Cranford, located at 11
Springfield Avenue, will commemo-
rate the 25th anniversary of the
Cranford-Elmora Soup Kitchen at the
church’s 10 a.m. worship service this
Sunday, March 30. Photographs and
other items reflecting the history of this
mission will be on display in the Th-
ompson Youth Center of the church
following the service. All are welcome.

The Cranford-Elmora Soup
Kitchen, located at the First Baptist
Church at 402 Union Avenue in Eliza-
beth, began on March 12, 1989 when
a group of people had aspirations to
simply serve the hungry. After 25
years, the strictly-volunteer soup
kitchen has served more than 112,000
hot meals to the hungry and finan-
cially stressed in the Elizabeth area.

People from all walks of life come
in for the dining which, ironically,
has never consisted of soup nor sand-
wiches. Instead, the working poor of
the Elizabeth area dine on meals
meant to create a healthy diet, such as
chicken, salad, and sweets provided
by Pinho’s Bakery.

When the Elmora Presbyterian
Church closed in 2004, the soup
kitchen almost closed with it. The
organization no longer had the finan-

cial nor legal backing necessary to
support the mission. However,
through small endowments and pri-
vate donations, the soup kitchen con-
tinued to thrive.

In June 2005, the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Cranford adopted the
program. Stipends used for the pro-
gram would go to the food services
distribution in Elizabeth, should it
dissolve for any reason.

Volunteers come from houses of
worship all over, including Connecti-
cut Farms Presbyterian, St. Theresa’s
of Kenilworth, the First Baptist
Church of Cranford-Elizabeth,
Fanwood Presbyterian, the Korean
Presbyterian, St. Anne’s of Garwood,
the Second Presbyterian Church of
Elizabeth and the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford. The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church also provides
bagged lunches for guests.

The soup kitchen accepts dona-
tions of socks, full-size bars of soap,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant,
washcloths, face towels, other basic
essentials and funding. The First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford acts as
the drop point. To donate to the
Cranford-Elmora Soup Kitchen, con-
tact the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford at (908) 276-8440.

Terrill Road Baptist
Plans Holy Moses!

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Terrill
Road Baptist Church will present the
musical Holy Moses! the first week-
end of April, teaching about God’s
love through the eyes of Moses.

Through a mix of songs, drama and
humor, Holy Moses! follows the ad-
ventures of contestants of the game
show “Trading Places,” who learn all
about Passover, the Ten Command-
ments and the Promised Land. The
cast includes children, teens and adults.

Holy Moses! will be presented on
Friday, April 4, from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m., followed by refreshments, and
on Sunday, April 6, from 1:30 to 2:30
p.m. Admission will be free.

The Terrill Road Baptist Church is
located at 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains. The Reverend William C. Page
is pastor. For more information, call
the church office at (908) 322-7151.

Program to Address
Adolescents and Loss
SUMMIT — Imagine, A Center for

Coping with Loss and Bradley Fu-
neral Homes will host Helping Ado-
lescents Cope with Loss, a program of
the Hospice Foundation of America
Living with Grief series. It will take
place on Thursday, April 10, from 2 to
5 p.m. in the Overlook Medical Cen-
ter Thomas Glasser Caregiver Center
Conference Room, located at 99
Beauvoir Avenue in Summit.

This program will focus exclusively
on the issues that adolescents face as
they cope with loss. Adolescence,
broadly defined, from middle-school
years to emerging adulthood, is a
significant developmental period
during which adolescents form iden-
tity, independence and intimacy. Ill-
ness and loss profoundly influence
these processes. Moreover, adoles-
cent encounters with loss are likely to
be traumatic — deaths by accident,
suicide and homicide.

The program will explore the ways
that healthcare workers, hospices,
educators, social workers, counse-
lors, clergy, funeral directors and other
professionals can assist adolescents
as they cope with loss. Three hours of
Continuing Education credit are avail-
able through Hospice Foundation of
America for nurses, social workers,
counselors, psychologists, clergy and
others.

For more information or to respond,
contact Imagine at
dan@imaginenj.org or call (908) 264-
3100. Imagine offers free, year-round
grief support for children and fami-
lies coping with loss due to death or
for families living with illness. Inter-
ested persons are invited to visit
imaginenj.org.

Garwood Egg Hunt
To Be Held April 5

GARWOOD — The annual
Garwood Easter Egg Hunt will be
held on Saturday, April 5, at noon,
with a rain date of Sunday, April 6,
also at noon.

The Easter Egg Hunt will be held
this year at Hartman Park, located on
the 400 block of Second Avenue in
Garwood. A special appearance by
the Easter Bunny is planned.

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

Drug or Criminal Charges?

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999
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 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of
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Member of BBB
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JK’s Painting &
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Wallpaper Installation
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Call Joe Klingebiel
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Goods & Services You Need

Available Online & Locally:
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Bell’s Pharmacy: 17 N. Union Ave, Cranford

Lifeline Chiropractic: 1130 Raritan Rd, Cranford

Healing Hands Chiropractic: 472 Westfield Ave, Ste 102, Clark

www.TheBackMaster.com

Chabad to Present
Wine-Tasting Sunday
FANWOOD — In preparation for

Passover, Chabad of Union County
will host a kosher wine-tasting event
with Jay Buchsbaum of Royal Wine
Corporation this Sunday, March 30, at
7 p.m. Royal Wine Corporation is a
producer and purveyor of kosher wines.

Mr. Buchsbaum, executive
sommelier, has been an expert on ko-
sher wines for more than 25 years.
Attendees will have an opportunity to
select a wine for their Passover table
from among a wide selection, from
Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon to
Teal Lake Shiraz from Australia.

The wine-tasting is open to the
general public. Wines will be avail-
able for sale, with a portion of the
sales benefiting the Chabad center.
Chabad of Union County is located at
193 South Avenue in Fanwood.

The fee for the wine-tasting is $8
in advance and $10 at the door. To
register or to get more information,
visit ChabadUC.com or call (908)
790-0008.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000626

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-002292-12

Plaintiff: MIDFIRST BANK
VS.
Defendant: DAWN DOUGHLIN; KWASI

WAHTUSE
Sale Date: 04/23/2014
Writ of Execution: 01/27/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand Two Hundred Twenty-Six
and 13/100*** $356,226.13.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1533 East Second
Street, Unit 4, Building B, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 1 in Block: 204.02
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) Condo
Nearest Cross Street: Farley Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info: Taxes/

sewer/water may be delinquent - you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if
any): None.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty-Nine
Thousand Nine Hundred and 77/100***
$369,900.77 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No XFZ-132042-R1
4 T - 03/27, 04/03, 04/10
& 04/17/14 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000039

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-46340-09

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR WELLS FARGO
ASSET SECURITIES CORPORATION, MORT-
GAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-PA3

VS.
Defendant: DAVID FALK; LAURIE FALK;

WELLS FARGO BANK, NA
Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/22/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-One Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Four
and 89/100*** $561,134.89.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 623 Westfield Toad,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 1 in Block: 3301
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 134x190
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road and

Evergreen Avenue.
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water

information was not available-you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if
any): None

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Ninety-Five
Thousand Three Hundred Twenty-One and 72/
100*** $595,321.72 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-127958
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000017

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006190-13

Plaintiff: PENNYMAC CORP.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN P. SUBBIE; CRANER,

SATKIN, SCHEER, SCHWARTZ & ARNOLD,
P.C.; CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.; MARIA
SUBBIE N/K/A MARIA SIMONE

Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/19/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Four
and 62/100*** $365,674.62.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2201 Mountain Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 1 in Block: 2904
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately)

46x59x81x50x128
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water

information was not available-you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if
any): None

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-Six
Thousand Eight Hundred Thirteen and 43/100***
$376,813.43 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-150622
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14 Fee: $208.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13005258

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004810-13

Plaintiff: CENLAR FSB
VS.
Defendant: DEBRA A. ABEIGON ALA DEBRA

A. DOUVILLE
Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 12/05/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eight Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Eight and
46/100*** $308,538.46.

CONCISE STATEMENT OF DESCRIPTION
OF REAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD

MUNICIPALITY: Fanwood Borough
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
STREET & STREET NO: 15 Stewart Place
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 26, LOT: 31
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 40.00 feet x 152.44

feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 165.00 feet

Northeasterly from the intersection of the North-
westerly sideline of Stewart Place with the North-
easterly sideline of Terrill Road.

SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): Barry Will-
iams holds a mortgage in the amount of
$200,000.00 as of 05/11/2006

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Eight and 03/
100*** $326,688.03 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14 Fee: $171.36

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000152

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003123-13

Plaintiff: PENNYMAC CORP.
VS.
Defendant: MARGARET STREET; WELLS

FARGO BANK, NA
Sale Date: 04/09/2014
Writ of Execution: 09/24/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Eighteen
and 64/100*** $485,618.64.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2519 Waverly Place,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 2 (fka Lot 10) in Block: 6102 (fka
Block 161)

Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50 x 90
Nearest Cross Street: Jerusalem Road
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water

information was not available - you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if
any):

The plaintiff has obtained a letter of indemnifi-
cation which will insure the successful bidder at
sale in respect to: Judgement#: J-005099-2004
in the amount of $1,446.00.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Two Thousand
One Hundred Twenty and 03/100*** $502,120.03
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: FCZ-138108-R1
4 T - 03/13, 03/20, 03/27
& 04/03/14 Fee: $210.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000666

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-11650-12

Plaintiff: LNV CORPORATION
VS.
Defendant: LINDA RILEY; AND GLENN

RILEY, HER HUSBAND; AMERICAN EXPRESS
TRAVEL SERVICES

Sale Date: 04/23/2014
Writ of Execution: 01/23/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand Five Hundred Seventy-Three
and 15/100*** $356,573.15.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 319 Myrtle Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 11 in Block No.: 903
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 65 x 99
Nearest Cross Street: Mountain Avenue
Beginning at a point in the northerly side of

Myrtle Avenue distant 200 feet southeasterly
along the same from its intersection with the
southeasterly side of Mountain Avenue and run-
ning thence 1) Along the northerly side of Myrtle
Avenue, South 42 degrees, 34’ East 65 feet,
thence

Prior Liens/Encumbrances
2014 QTR 1 Taxes Open: $1,856.37
2012 3rd Party Untility Lien Sold on 10/23/

2013 Cert #.:13-0022: $290.80
Total as of February 4, 2014: $2,147.17
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty-Eight

Thousand Ninety-Six and 47/100*** $368,096.47
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/27, 04/03, 04/10
& 04/17/14 Fee: $183.60

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

– Obituaries –Darrow Baird, 82, Devoted to Family;
Was Avid Bridge Player and Gardener

Darrow Howell Baird, a resident of
Scotch Plains for more than 50 years,
died on Tuesday, March
18, 2014, at the age of 82.

Mrs. Baird grew up in
Portsmouth, Va. where
she met and married her
husband, Robert B. Baird,
while he was an officer at
the Naval shipyard. They
were married for 53 years
until his death in 2008.

Darrow was a life mas-
ter bridge player, playing
in national bridge tourna-
ments.

She was a member of the First
Congregational Church of Westfield,
and also an avid gardener, cultivating
both flower and vegetable gardens.

Devoted to her family, she is sur-
vived by three children, Arnold H.

Baird, Susan D. Baird and Linda B.
DePrima. She also was the loving

grandmother to seven grand-
children, Daniel Gordon
Baird, Sarah Joyce Baird,
Kimberly Darrow Baird,
Alexander Robert Kopp,
Bradley Robert DePrima,
Michael James DePrima and
Matthew Thomas DePrima,
and great-grandmother to
Gianna Marie Baird.

A funeral service was held
on Saturday, March 22, at
the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue,

Westfield. Burial followed at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Donations may be made in
Darrow’s name to the Alzheimer’s
Association, alz.org/donate.

March 27, 2014

Darrow Baird

Floraphile Plans Tour
Of Trailside Gardens
CRANFORD — The Floraphile

Garden Club of Cranford will tour
the herb and vegetable gardens of the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
on Monday, April 21, from noon to 2
p.m. Trailside is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

A Union County Master Gardener
will lead participants on a guided
tour of the gardens, designed by
Rutgers Master Gardeners.

Guests are welcome. Anyone in-
terested in joining the Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford or seeking
more information on upcoming
events may contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net or like the club
on Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.

Fanwood Choir Festival
To Support Rescue Squads

FANWOOD — The music minis-
try of the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church will present its third annual
Fanwood Choir Festival on Sun-
day, May 18.

The event will feature a large
chorus drawn from singers in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and other commu-
nities. The day will culminate in a
grand concert at 7 p.m. with guest
conductors, choral repertoire and a
freewill offering to be donated to
the rescue squads of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

The rescue squads of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood rely on dona-
tions from the public to continue
serving their communities. Last
year’s concert raised over $4,000
for the squads.

The concert program will include
patriotic music as well as classical,
sacred and multicultural choral
works. Guest conductors will in-
clude Cindy Bell, Hofstra Univer-
sity faculty and frequent conductor
at the Ocean Grove Choir Festival;
Benjamin Harding, Cairn Univer-

sity faculty and director of music at
the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church in Newark, Del.; Virginia
Johnston, conductor of the Triad
Vocal Ensemble and executive di-
rector of The Discovery Orchestra;
Matthew Webb, director of music
at The Presbyterian Church in
Morristown, and Thomas Berdos,
director of music ministries at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church. Or-
ganist Deborah Berdos, clarinetist
Amy Burns and other musicians
also will participate.

Singers are invited to join in the
chorus. Rehearsals will be at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church on
Wednesday evenings, from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m., beginning April 23, with
rehearsals also scheduled for Sun-
day, April 27, from 4 to 5 p.m. and
Saturday, May 17, from 10:30 a.m. to
noon. Singers should plan to attend
as many rehearsals as possible. They
also will need to purchase a packet of
music, at a cost of $20, available at
rehearsal. A dress rehearsal will be
held on Sunday, May 18, from 3 to 5
p.m. Music reading skills are very
helpful but not required.

All who sing are invited to join
the chorus to support the rescue
squads. It would be especially
meaningful to have those who may
have been assisted by the rescue
squads singing in the chorus.

For more information or to par-
ticipate in the chorus, contact Tom
Berdos at tom.berdos@gmail.com
or (908) 889-8891, extension no.
17, or log on to fanwoodpc.org/
music-ministry.html to download
the brochure.

Fitness ‘Fun’ Raiser to Aid
‘Y’ Strong Kids Campaign

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y”’s Eighth Annual Fitness
“Fun” Raiser will be held on Satur-
day, April 5, from 8 to 11 a.m. at the
Main “Y” Facility, located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

Participants will enjoy three hours
of fitness classes, including: Yoga,
Zumba Sentao, TRX Trifecta and
Yoga/Pilates Fusion. All proceeds will
support the “Y”’s Strong Kids Cam-
paign. Each $10 contribution will in-
clude a raffle ticket for prizes. With
every $50 contribution, participants
will receive three additional raffle tick-
ets for chances to win various prizes.

Members and non-members are in-
vited to participate. Registration for
this event is going on now. Kids Club
is available for those who need it; pre-
registration is required for Kids Club.

The Westfield Area “Y” Strong
Kids Campaign provides financial
assistance to families in need to en-
able their participation at the “Y.”
Thanks to the Strong Kids Campaign,
no one who lives or works in
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood or
Mountainside and is experiencing a

bona fide financial hardship is turned
away for inability to pay.

In 2013, the “Y” provided $395,000
in direct financial assistance to nearly
350 individuals. Approximately 85
percent of the assistance enables chil-
dren to attend “Y” child care and
summer camp programs.

To register to participate for this
event or if needing additional infor-
mation, call Jean White at (908) 233-
2700, extension no. 246, or e-mail
jwhite@westfieldynj.org. To learn
more about Westfield Area “Y” pro-
grams, visit westfieldynj.org.

Westfield Library Found.
Helps Furnish Teen Zone

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced
that the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary Foundation recently donated
the needed funds to pay for new
furniture in the Teen Zone.

Two aqua sofas and two lime
green tables were purchased.
Highly durable and constructed of
a new, sustainable material called
coated foam, the furniture is com-
fortable and easy to clean.

“Library Director Phil Israel in-
dicated that after Hurricane Sandy
and a particularly harsh winter, li-
brary usage increased substantially,
thus the furniture was in dire need
of replacement,” said Foundation
President Roger Sullivan. “The
Foundation was thrilled to help
fund a project that was so needed
and will be used by so many pa-
trons.”

He added that, “collaborations
between public and private enter-
prises represent a very logical and
effective model, especially during
difficult economic times. Through
our joint efforts, it is hoped that

the library can always maintain its
special role in the community —
as a center of learning and enjoy-
ment for residents of all ages.”

The Westfield Memorial Library
Foundation seeks to provide long-
term support for the library through
a variety of fund-raising strategies.
These include individual and cor-
porate donations, fund-raising
events, long-term capital campaigns
and legacy giving. The Foundation
stands ready to assist the library
with large projects such as building
or renovation campaigns, as well as
funding for programs and services
that may be jeopardized because of
increased pressure on local and state
budgets.

All donations to the Foundation
are tax-deductible. To learn more,
visit wmlfoundation.org or call
(908) 248-4542.

For more information about li-
brary programs and services, call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website, wmlnj.org, and sign up
for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
at 550 East Broad Street for a copy
of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Rahway AARP Sets
April 3 Casino Trip

AREA — The Rahway AARP
chapter invites interested persons to
join chapter members for a day at the
Jersey shore on its monthly trip to
Atlantic City’s Showboat Casino next
Thursday, April 3.

The cost is $25 with a $30 cash
voucher. The bus will leave at 8:30
a.m. and return at 6:30 p.m. To reserve
a spot, call Irene at (732) 499-7740.

Cynthia McIntosh, M.D., Beloved Daughter,
Mother, Grandmother and Pediatrician

Dr. Cynthia McIntosh (née
Trumpp) passed away on Monday,
March 17, 2014, at the
age of 61.

Born in Rochester, N.Y.
and raised in Fanwood,
N.J., she attended medi-
cal school at Northwest-
ern University and was a
longtime resident of
Nether Providence, Pa.

During her 36-year ca-
reer as a pediatrician, Cyd
touched the lives of
countless young patients
and their families. She
was an accomplished art-
ist, an avid movie-goer and a formi-
dable opponent of The New York
Times Sunday crossword puzzle.
Above all else, Cyd relished her role
as mother and grandmother. She will
be remembered by all who knew her
for her generous and loving spirit,
unflappable calm, and quiet el-
egance.

Cyd was predeceased by her father,
Theodore F. Trumpp, Jr. She was the

loving daughter of Jean B.
Trumpp, devoted mother
of Rebecca McIntosh and
Emily (Chris) Sparks, dear
sister of Theodore
Trumpp, III and David
Trumpp, and grandmother
of Mira Sparks.

A memorial service was
held on Saturday, March
22, at the Swarthmore
Presbyterian Church in
Swarthmore, Pa. Inter-
ment was private, pre-
ceded by Cremation With

Confidence at Cavanagh Family Fu-
neral Homes. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Cyd’s name can be sent to the
Nemours Fund for Children’s Health,
Shands House, 1600 Rockland Road,
Wilmington, Del. 19803
(www.nemours.org).

March 27, 2014

Dr. Cynthia McIntosh

Mr. Miller to Speak
On Combating Polio
MOUNTAINSIDE — Area resi-

dents are invited to come to the
Mountainside Public Library, located
on Constitution Plaza, for a talk by
Westfield resident Byron Miller on
Thursday, April 3, at 7 p.m. Mr. Miller
will discuss “Nicaragua, Haiti, Hon-
duras and Pakistan” and the efforts to
save lives through improved sanita-
tion and immunization.

Mr. Miller, who is president of
Portasoft, will tell about his experi-
ences during his travels to these coun-
tries as a volunteer to both combat the
lack of pure water and eradicate polio
by immunizing children.

More than one-third of the people
on Earth have inadequate sanitation.
This leads to impure, diseased and/
or parasitic water for drinking and
bathing.

Through the continued efforts of
volunteers who travel to impover-
ished areas in those few remaining
countries where it exists, polio is
close to being eradicated worldwide.
However, these volunteers put them-
selves at risk to accomplish this. In
the past year, 35 volunteers were
killed in Nigeria and Pakistan while
there to administer the vaccine.

Blood Drive to Be
Held on April 5

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will sponsor a Com-
munity Cares Blood Drive on Satur-
day, April 5, from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the New Jersey Blood Services
Donor Center, located at 2279 South
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Donors age
16 or older are urgently needed.

Donors must satisfy weight criteria,
be in generally good health and have
a valid photo identification. Sixteen-
year-olds must furnish a signed paren-
tal consent form and persons age 76 or
older must furnish medial clearance.

To schedule an appointment to do-
nate blood at the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Drive on April 5, call Kris Adams
at (908) 889-7361. Individuals also
can leave a message for Kris with their
name and phone number at the church
office at (908) 889-8891. For addi-
tional information, contact New Jer-
sey Blood Services at 1-(800) 933-
BLOOD or visit nybloodcenter.org.

Needle Nite Group
To Meet on April 4

FANWOOD — The monthly
Needle Nite session at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church is scheduled for
Friday, April 4, at 7:30 p.m. in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

The new quilt pattern called “But-
ton Holes From Jelly Rolls” will be
demonstrated for the quilters by
Needle Nite participant Donna Carr.

Knitters and those who crochet will
continue with the projects they are
working on for the various charities
that receive them. All are welcome to
come see what is being done and to
join the group.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.
For more information about these
projects or directions to the church,
call the office at (908) 889-8891 or e-
mail admin@fanwoodpc.org, or visit
fanwoodpc.org.

GEARING UP FOR FUN...Westfield Area “Y” instructors prepare for the
Eighth Annual Fitness “Fun” Raiser on Saturday, April 5, from 8 to 11 a.m. at
the Main “Y” Facility, located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
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Honor Roll
Westfield High School Principal, Pe-

ter Renwick, announces the second
marking period honor roll for the 2013-
2014 school year. Westfield High
School recognizes student achievement
every marking period at two levels:
Honor Roll and Distinguished Honor
Roll. Determination of inclusion on
the Honor Roll is based on the follow-
ing criteria: For the Distinguished
Honor Roll, the GPA must be between
3.75 and 4.0 with no grade lower than
a B. For the Honor Roll, the GPA must
be between 3.5 and 3.74 with no grade
lower than a B.

Grade 9
Distinguished Honor Roll

Nicolina Albano, Samantha Alfano,
Madeleine Armstrong, Olivia
Aurigemma, Charles Baldwin, Owen
Bartok, Spencer Beals, Emily Beattie,
Carly Bechtloff, Taylor Bechtloff,
Samuel Bennett, Matthew Bernstein,
Evan Binder, Cullen Birkel, Kayla
Bleich, Andrew Boley, Grace Brindle,
Alaina Brotman, Elizabeth Brown-
Cordero, Marcus Budashewitz, Eli
Burk, Kevin Campanello, Loukas
Carayannopoulos, Ava Carey, Erica
Cheung, Hsiao-Yi Chiang, Soo Min
Chung, Camila Coelho, Aaron
Coleman, Katherine Colleran, Emma
Cravo, Stefan Crigler, John
Cunningham, Matthew DeBenedetto,
Lily DeFelice, Amanda DePinto,
Nicholas DePinto, Samantha Della
Fera, Shannon Devitt, Christina
DiBella, Gabriel Diamond, Michael
Echausse, Nicole Eisenberg, Melissa
Endy, Abby Erasmus, Lauren
Fernandez, Mark Fico, Spencer
Fishman, Katherine Foley, Karen
Forbes, Hannah Frankel, Michael
Gagliardi, Gabriel Givelber, Brendan
Glenn, Chloe Gordner, Sydney
Gordner, Samantha Gould, Lucy Hale,
Olivia Hamilton, Christina Harvey,
Michael Hauge, John Heimall, Maggie
Hinel, Sara Hipschman, Lauren Ho,
Christopher Hoerrner, Emily
Holtzman, Sophie Hurwitz, Lila
Hutchins, Jenna Iorio, Sara Israel,
Alexandra Jackman, Madelyn Jacobs,
Alistair Kapadia, Jacob Kaplan, Emily
Kelly, Carina Kubis, Olivia Kuzman,
Rafaela Laitamaki, Javier Lara, Evan
Latowsky, Julia Li, Amy Liang, Emmy
Liederman, Jeremy Lu, Nicholas
Maher, Maximillion Martin, Caroline
Martini, Carl Mazzara, Julia Mazzucco,
Jesse McBrearty, Cameron
McLaughlin, Jack Meiselman,
Jonathon Miller, Allanis Moreira, Grif-
fin Morgan, Michael Moriarty, Ryan
Murphy, Hailey Nettler, Christopher
Ng, Nicholas Nolan, Matthew Omberg,
Andrew Orenberg, Emily Oster, Isabel
Otis, Marie-Elena Pafumi, Christopher
Parmelee, Sean Pass, Pinar Pekdemir,
Sonya Peregrim, Charlotte Perez, Natali
Pinho, Cindy Qiang, Zoe Rader, Noah
Reich, Kevin Reinhard, Sofia
Reverendo, Samantha Ricci, Danielle
Rinaldi, Logan Robertson, Zackary
Rodrigues, Conor Root, Charles Rule,
Henry Sacco, Emily Sackett, Cameron
Scalera, Chloe Schafer, Olivia
Scheuermann, Matthew Schiff, Eleanor
Scott, Caroline Seery, Christina Seery,
Kyle Shirk, Braden Siegel, Hannah
Siegel, Aditya Singh, Rebecca Smoot,
Vivek Sreenivasan, Emma Stern, Eric
Storms, Kathleen Sullivan, Laura
Surace, Christopher Swingle, Natasjia
Taylor, Jason Telsey, Michelle Telsey,
Brooke Tepper, Brittney Tiffault, Jacob
Triarsi, Matthew Varano, Paul Vernick,
Darlena Vo, Kevin Wang, Katherine
Whipple, Juliana Yang, Nicholas
Youssef, Philip Zanfagna, Natalia
Zeller MacLean, Andrew Zhou, Eli
Zidel

Honor Roll
Nina Alameno, Benjamin Albert-

Halevy, Mia Anderson, Aliyah Barnes,
Neil Becker, Dale Beyert, Elizabeth
Brucia, Nicholas Calcagno, Rafael
Cestero, Joseph Chen, Patrick
Chirichella, Quinn Clarke-Magrab,
Sara Correa, Marcus DiNardo, Kyle
Dombroski, Rayanne Elsherif, Sara
Frankel, Skylar Geoghan, Maria
Gerckens, Emily Greaney, Samantha
Greenaway, Julie Greenberg, David
Greenburg, Jack Hall, Beau Heffron,
Abigail Jones, Max Kaplan, Hayley
Kasko, Max Kleiman-Lynch, Victoria
Knaul, Matthew Mackin, Philip
Martinez, Elizabeth Massa, Sarah
Mastrocola, Garrett Mooney, Meme
Morgan, Lea Moynihan, Esther Nam,
Victoria Napolitano, Benjamin Norton,
Meagan O’Connell, Christian Panarese,
Elizabeth Penn, Walter Peregrim,
Hannah Prieto, Owen Prybylski,
Aleksandr Prystupa, Zachary
Rabinowitz, Alexis Riley, Michael
Rodriguez, Benjamin Salerno, John
Sanders, Leigh Scarano, Margaret
Schantz, Sarah Schneider, Kathleen
Seaman, Sarah Slavin, Elizabeth
Sottung, Brett Spass, Sydney Stewart,

Westfield High School - Second Marking Period

Kevin Tsui, Rachel Vanecek, Grace
Venezia, Paige Venturino, Elizabeth
Villane, Keelyn Weber, Molly White-
head, Megan Why, Jamie Wolfe, Arthur
Xiao, Parker Yarusi

Grade 10
Distinguished Honor Roll

Robert Abbott, Isaac Amador, Ryan
Anderson, Nicholas Antonelli, Mat-
thew Baker, Jake Barrow, Caroline
Barry, Caroline Basil, Chloe
Beauchamp, Luke Beaulieu, Dylan
Belka, Michael Bergman, Noelle
Blackford, Christopher Boutsikaris,
Sarah Boyle, Kevin Bronander, Sarah
Broughton, Anna Browne, Max Bur-
rows, Lauren Busardo, Daniel Alex
Campbell, Victoria Cappo, Max Carle,
Courtney Casale, Claire Cassie, Chris-
topher Cerrachio, Albert Chen,
Gabrielle Cofone, Isabelle Cohen,
David Collins, Brendan Collum, Ben-
jamin Cook, Santiago Correa, Nicole
Cristiano, Ryan Dang, Theodore
Dannevig, Evan Davis, Sarah Davis,
Marina DeCotiis, Kayla Derman,
Gwyneth Devin, Julia Dibella, Kelly
Dorry, Jessica Doyle, Sidharth
Eleswarapu, Edward Encinas, Lucas
Fan, Alan Fang, Tyler Faris, Caroline
Felix, Jack Fico, Jared Foley, Cecile
Fountain-Jardim, Kevin Frega, Julia
Frontero, Danielle Gabuzda, Isabella
Gelfand, Jessica Gold, Jonathan
Gorczyca, Mary Gouldson, Molly
Green-Gorelick, Julia Gretsky,
Veronica Grycan, Frankanthony
Guerriero, Hannah Haar, Bridget
Harrington, Emily Hecht, Liam
Heinbokel, Eloise Hendricks, Jordan
Hindes, Kenneth Hoerle, Rachel Holt,
Jackson Hughes, Alison Jaruzelski,
Maya Jonsson, Carly Kandel, Natalie
Karter, Nicholas Kay, Shanna Kelly,
William Kelly, Catherine King, Marija
Landeka, Nicholas Lawrie, Brandon
Leuthold, Madeline Levy, Raquel Levy,
Briana Litchholt, Jesse Liu, Celeste
Loffredo, Olivia Loggia, Olivia Luzzi,
Cody Lynes, Erin Malley, Michael
Masciale, Sara Massimo, Rachel
Mattessich, Paige McCann, Katherine
McDonald, Emily McGann, Kyle
McIntyre, Hannah McLane, Ben
Meltzer, Felicia Mermer, Carlee Miller,
Michael Mobarakai, Amalia Montes,
Emily Mordkovich, Allyson
Morgenthal, Sarah Morton, Nick
Mueller, Hopper Murray, Owen
Murray, Julia Myers, Andrew Natko,
Kathleen Nogan, Michael O’Connor,
Jack Oates, Kevin Palmer, Rebecca
Pariente, Alyssa Pascoguin, Anthony
Pericolo, Julia Pikaart, Nova Qi, Jenna
Rediker, Bryanna Reinhardt, J. Mack
Rembisz, Lauren Rigney, Christopher
Rinaldi, Amelia Ritter, Nicholas Rizzi,
Evan Rooney, Hallie Rosenburgh,
Fiona Rosenthal, Tyler Roth, Andrejs
Rumpeters, Drew Russo, Holden
Sabato, Thomas Sabato, Nicolas
Salvato, Claudia Sarkos, Brooke
Schaeffer, Dylan Scott, Emily Shields,
Chanel Shum, Julia Simpson, Molly
Skowron, Elizabeth Smith, Julia
Soalheiro, Ryan Soldati, Helen Spar-
row, Sarah Steiner, William Stern,
Emma Stierhoff, Alexa Stiles, Camryn
Sullivan, Erik Swanson, Kelsey
Swingle, Gary Taks, Aaron Tavasi,
Blake Taylor, Allyson Tazbin, Megan
Troutman, Scott Tupper, Christopher
Varano, Katarina Von Der Wroge,
Michael Vricella-Stokes, Paige
Whitman, Constanza Wolff, Connie
Wu, Laine Yamano, Justin Yoon

Honor Roll
Andrew Annitsakis, Molly Bandelli,

Steven Barmakian, Jonathan
Bergman, Ryan Bowman, Cameron
Bremer, Katherine Brown, Samuel
Brown, Lauren Brumfield, Mitchell
Bryk, David Burns, Matthew Busardo,
John Cash, Cameron Chin, Owen
Colwell, Leo Delaney, Elisabeth
Diamantopoulos, Sara Fetter,
Madeline Flaherty, William Frey,
Alexander Frisch, Samantha Gargiulo,
Jared Glassman, Allison Hopper,
Madeline Hudelson, Abigail Hurwitz,
Paul Jakobovic, Stephanie Jung,
Samuel Karnofsky, Madeline
Kevelson, Emily Kirschner, Jake
Klofta, Ann-Sophie Koglin, Austin
Kreusser, Mackail Liederman,
Abigail Liptack, Elise Lloyd, Chris-
tian Mancheno, James Marner,
Patrick McCormack, Kayla
McMillan, Nicholas Mele, Megan
Melillo, Lillian Metzger, Michael
Mizus, Evan Moore, Julia Morgan,
Lukas Naeveke, Maria Nemeth, Shan-
non O’Donnell, Jenna Reed, Tyler

Ricci, Jacob Ritter, Jennifer Rogers,
Sarai Rosenberg, Hope Rothenberg,
Claudia Savickas, Danielle Sawyer,
Haley Sharlow, Catherine Simon,
Devin Simpson, Christina Sloan, Dou-
glas Smith, Pavel Stepaniouk, Shelby
Taylor, Amanda Williams, Abigail
Wilson, Jessica Zimmermann, Devin
Zrebiec

Grade 11
Distinguished Honor Roll

Lauren Androconis, Sameena Asija,
Elise Ballan, Tyler Bansky, Benjamin
Bass, Megan Blutfield, Yasmine Boto,
Seth Botos, Valeria Bouchoueva,
Gabrielle Brennan, Victoria Breza,
Samantha Bromberg, Julie Brown-
stone, Eliza Bryen, John Bunting,
Christopher Caminiti, Nicholas
Cannone, Madeline Capodanno, Paige
Carlin, Sabrina Cavanagh, William
Chandler, William Chen, Amanda
Cheung, Kevin Clifford, Daniel Coelho,
Grace Cook, William Crenshaw, Lauren
D’Amico, Kayleigh Denner, Nicole
DiGiorgio, Colin Dursee, Lauren
Echausse, Zoe Federbusch, Samantha
Francisco, Jane Franks, Matthew Fried-
man, Jackson Frontero, John Fuller,
Hannah Goldring, Christina Griesmer,
Jaime Gunchar, Aidan Hamilton, Mary
Harbaugh, Erin Hart, Benjamin Howell,
James Hunter, Alexandru Ionescu, Leah
Iosif, Kyle Jason, Caroline Kacmarsky,
Carly Kalis, Jacqueline Knapp,
Katherine Ko, Alison Krakauer, An-
drew Kuznetsov, Matthew Lanzano,
David Lavelle, Jorge Ledesma, Frances
Ling, Alexandra Little, Jameson Maher,
Andrew Malacrea, Natalie Marcotullio,
Leandra Margolies, Catherine Massa,
Sara McCutcheon, Judy McDonald,
Mary Meyo, Mia Miller, Erica
Millwater, Helen Mizrach, Maya
Moritz, Kelly Morrison, Rita Murphy,
Jacqueline Napolitano, Melanie Nettler,
Corinne Petersen, Christopher Pettit,
Meghan Pettit, Emily Posyton, Chris-
topher Prasek, Emily Pritsker, Chelsea
Rader, Samantha Riley, Kyle
Rittendale, Thomas Rohwetter, Chris-
topher Romano, Claudia Romeo, Jack
Rose, Michela Sabba, Emily Schuman,
Logan Schwartz, Lillian Scott, Dana
Seigelstein, Jack Siegel, Juliette Smith,
Anastasia Smolenski, Caroline Stock-
ing, Meghan Summers, Michael
Tivenan, Kristen Toth, Nina Wang,
Christopher Why, Mikayla Williams,
Harry Williamson, Olivia Windorf, Eli
Wirtshafter, Andrew Zale

Honor Roll
Sophie Bass, Jessica Bebel,

Alexander Bennett, John Birle, Liam
Boland, Stephanie Brown, James
Brucia, Taylor Bulger, Kimberly Burns,
Lisa Calello, Eamon Caton, Elena
Chermak, Amanda Christian, Carson
Clarke-Magrab, Jeremy Cohen, Caitlin
Collins, Alyssa Cox, Liam Datwani,
Courtney Day, Michael Dazzo, Bianca
De Vito, Edward Dellarso, Mae Devin,
Molly Dombroski, Francesca Dos
Santos, Katherine Duffy, Kevin
Echausse, Kate Edmondson, Shelby
Estevez, Adam Federbusch, Max
Flysch, Emily Forcht, Elizabeth Fox,
Erin Frankel, Andrew Frantz, Rebecca
Freer, Gregory Gao, Jared Geoghan,
Jacob Givelber, Harry Glasser-Baker,
Nicole Graf, Molly Hart, Andrew
Harting-Smith, Johnathan Henkel,
Raquel Henriques, Austin Hinel,
Kevin Irving, Bryan Jackler, Amber
Johnson, Brian Johnson, Bryn
Johnston, Margot Johnston, Conor
Krueger, Hongju Lee, Jack Lee, Maria
Lizzo, Rachel Logan, Meredith
Luerssen, Michael Maguire,
Katherine Margolies, Andrew
Marino, John McKinley, Kevin
Miller, Daniel Mitchell, Alexander
Monteiro, Griffin Mooney, Nicholas
Moynihan, Anna O’Brian, Charlie
O’Brien, Alberto Ortis, Samantha
Paoletti, Anthony Pirrone, Luke
Prybylski, Jack Reinhard, Jenna
Rizkalla, Alexandra Rood, Amy
Rosenzweig, Victoria Scognamiglio,
Caitlyn Serafin, Georgia Slater, Kara
Smith, Melanie Snyder, Amanda
Spiezio, Lindsey Strauss, Hermes
Suen, Emily Sullivan, Dhruv Tikku,
Tyina Vilchez, Mallory Weisse, Amy
West, Joshua White, Bradley
Whitman, Katelyn Zelko

Grade 12
Distinguished Honor Roll

Tristen Abaya, Grace Aronds, Nora
Aronds, Audrey Bangs, Anna Ming
Bauer, Alexander Beals, William
Bennett, Alexandra Berry, Julia Bieber,
Gabrielle Bleich, Kathleen Bond, Jacob
Boyle, Natalie Brennan, Nicolas
Carayannopoulos, Caroline Caruso,
James Castaldo, Anna Centrella, Ida
Chen, Abigail Cook, Gianna De Vito,
Olivia Dembiec, Alexa Derman, Leia
Descalzi, Nicole Devitt, Allison Dia-
mond, Jared Ellner, Rachel Fan, Justin
Fields, Jack Henry Filipkowski,
Amanda Fischer, Jack Foley, Peter
Foltz, Elizabeth S Fox, Nicholas
Gabuzda, Evan Garfinkel, Edwin Gee,
Mark Gillespie, Sophia Goldschmidt,
Elizabeth Gonzalez, Elizabeth
Granovsky, David Gruskin, Melanie
Grycan, Oona Harrigan, Patrick Har-
ris, Austin Hatch, Kristin Hauge, Sara
Hoerrner, Christopher Hogge, Jake
Kaplan, Helen Forrest Keating, Jack
Kessler, Rebecca Kiefer, Michelle Kim,
Alicia Kohl, Michelle Kostyack,
Rebecca Kraus, Julia Kuzman,
Hongeun Lee, Lyndsay Lee, Carly
Levine, Jagger Linsky, Lucia Liu, Alex
Loffredo, Matthew Luppino, Hannah
Mackenzie, Shannon Malley, Sarah
Margolies, Emily Mastrocola, Kelly
Mazzucco, Morgan McAlister, Tho-
mas McDonald, Luke McGrory, Sarah
McIntyre, Emily McLane, Nicholas
Mennona, Stephanie Milan, Hannah
Moloshok, Nora Moriarty, Christina
Mosco, Michelle Motherway, Charles
Mulrooney, Daniel Myers, Julia
Napolitano, Elisabeth Neylan, William
Nisley, Lauren Nogan, Matthew Nuzzo,
Alexandra Palatucci, Sophia Palia, An-
thony Parker, Julia Penczak, Madeline
Pfeifer, Megan Pinna, Thomas Pyle,
Kristin Ragoza, Mary Rippe, Calvin
Robertshaw, Kayla Rodrigues, Patrick
Rogers, Deirdre Romer, Jill Rosenfeld,
Daniel Sanders, Joseph Santry, Sarah
Sarkos, Elena Scarano, Olivia Schiffer,
Lauren Schmeider, Amanda Schwarz,
Katherine Seery, Sophia Shiffman,
Andreia Silva, Noah Stiles, Andrew
Stockwell, Gabrielle Stravach, Anna
Tanji, Rebecca Trickey, Sebastien Trott,
Dara Tucker, Alec Vaughan, John
Venezia, Kristen Villane, Joseph
Vricella-Stokes, Yixue Wang, Jacob
Wasserman, Fraser Weist, Michaela
Winberg, Amanda Womelsdorf, Francis
Wong, Jingyan Xiao

Honor Roll
Kaitlin Abrams, Michael Androconis,

Elena Arida, Jane Aronds, Sungbin Bae,
Caroline Baldwin, Brigid Barber, Aram
Barmakian, Matthew Binkowitz, Harry
Brafman, Andrew Capuano, Sarah
Cronin, Michael Darchi, Christopher
Dattilo, Gabriel Davis, Jeremie DeDea,
Tyler Debbie, Erica Di Bella, Alex Di
Fabio, Julia Diamantopoulos, Philip
Edwards, George Egberts III, Holden
Ehrhart, Benjamin Eisenberg, Rayna
Erasmus, Michael Esler, Christine
Ferraro, Shea Fitzpatrick, Carly Fried-
man, Ethan Frisch, Geneva Gleason,
Jenna Helfand, Casey Hewett, Rachel
Holtzman, Andrew Hopper, Dane Huber,
Michael Hughes, Ian Hutchinson,
Michael Ionta, Luke Iorio, Sadie
Jezierski, Jake Katz, Caroline King,
Mackenzie Kuhl, Daniel Kuhn, David
Kushner, Danielle Lamchek, Gemma
Larche, Brendan Law, Andrew
Lehmberg, Alexander Lopez, Monica
Ludwinski, Agatha Magierski, Victor
Magierski, Brian Mandel, Olivia
Masciandaro, Elizabeth McCabe, Brit-
tany McCarthy, Christopher McGlynn,
Tori Miller, John Monihan, Lena Mo-
rello, Alexandra Mossawir, Madison
Mueller, William Murtishaw, Megan
Newhard, Shannon O’Brien, Lauren
Oates, Joseph Ohaus, Daniel Palumbo,
Brianna Parkinson, Francis Pinney,
Rebecca Plotkin, Christana Psyhojos,
Marina Riddle, Noelle Rodriguez,
Michael Roggenburg, Christian Rosa,
Kimberly Roth, Sarah Russo, Neldina
Sandeep, Amanda Santos, Jonathan
Savorgiannakis, Zachary Sheil, Tara
Smith, Samuel Sokolin, Allison Sprung,
Andrew Stern, Caroline Tanis, Maria
Tata, Sabrina Van Ness, Isabella Vergara,
Juliana Watty, Aaron Wenta, Matthew
Wornow, Shawn Wu, Tiffany Youssef

WF Teams Advance in
Odyssey of the Mind

WESTFIELD — Nearly 50 stu-
dents from Edison, Franklin, and
Jefferson schools competed in the
Liberty Region Odyssey of the Mind
Tournament on March 1 in Sayreville.
Odyssey of the Mind is a creative
problem solving competition.

On competition day, teams present
a solution to a long term problem in
an eight minute skit. They also solve
a spontaneous problem at the com-
petition site.

This year, eight teams from
Westfield participated. All of the
teams are coached by parent volun-
teers. Five teams will advance to the
state finals on Saturday, April 12.

Results for the Liberty Region
competition are as follows:

From Edison Intermediate School:
Division 2: First Place - Vehicle Prob-
lem “Driver’s Test” (advancing). Par-
ticipants: Massimo del Pizzo, Gaya
Ganesan, Meghan Johnson, Jordan
Phillips and Sophia Vera.

Second Place - Performance Prob-
lem “Seeing is Believing” (advanc-
ing). Participants: Noah Dengler,
Kurt Hu, Aidan Kilbourn, Nathan
Lam, Paige Busse, Reid Busse and
Matthew Guarnuccio

From Edison Intermediate School:
Divison 1 (Elementary Gifted Pro-
gram): Second Place - Classics Prob-
lem “It’s how we rule,” Division 1
(advancing). Participants: Hannah
Cherry, Will Crall, Billy Maguire,

Amanda Rosenthal, Meredith
Rosenthal and Erin Roth.

From Franklin Elementary
School: Second Place - Technical
Problem “The Not-so-Haunted
House” (advancing). Participants:
Catherine Orr, Kate Johnson, Vivian
Jeckell, Charlie Jeckell, Matthew
Swenson, Carsen Sharkey and Grace
Klag.

Sixth Place - Performance Prob-
lem “Seeing is Believing.” Partici-
pants: Kyle Azzaretto, Christina
Galdi, Olivia Galdi, Alex Keri, Sofia
Keri, Owen Mason and Josh Saxon.

From Jefferson Elementary
School: Second Place - Performance
Problem “Seeing is Believing” (Ad-
vancing). Participants: Maya Dias,
Allison DiFalco, Sayee Edekar,
Hannah Everett, Nikhil Jyotishi,
Shreya Jyotishi and Joshua Metz.

Seventh Place - Vehicle Problem
“Driver’s Test.” Participants: Amy
Xiao, Chris Lin, Ege Kaya, Patrick
Zong and Sarah Zong.

Eighth Place - Technical Problem
“The Not-so-Haunted House.” Par-
ticipants: Avi Ash, Kyle Bradley,
Sergio Cabrera, Gabriel Pastore,
James Silecchia and Evan Sinocchi.

The public is invited to learn about
Odyssey of the Mind at a showcase
on Wednesday, April 23, at 6 p.m. at
Edison Intermediate School. For fur-
ther information, contact
WestfieldOdyssey@gmail.com.

GEOGRAPHY BEE…Jasper Lemberg, a seventh grader at Roosevelt Interme-
diate School in Westfield, will be representing the Westfield Public Schools at the
State Geography Bee on Friday, April 4, at Rowan University. Jasper, pictured
here with his Social Studies teacher, Kimberly Lasky, qualified to advance to the
state level through a written exam and following notification from the National
Geographic Society. In January, Jasper won first place for the second consecutive
year in the school-based Geography Bee held at Roosevelt, and this marks the
second consecutive entry into the state competition.

Seminar To Address Gifted
Resources, Opportunities

WESTFIELD –Families with chil-
dren in grades K-12 are invited to at-
tend “Determining If A Child Needs
Gifted Resources and Finding the Right
Fit,” a free seminar and resource fair to
be held Wednesday, April 2, from 7 – 9
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School
located at 800 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

Keynote speaker Dr. Lenore Cortina,
Faculty Director of the Rutgers Gifted
Certificate Program, will lead off the
evening in the Edison auditorium at 7
p.m. Her presentation will cover signs
and levels of giftedness, as well as a
discussion of how gifted resources dif-
fer from other resources. She will be
followed by a quick overview from
representatives of each of the evening’s
exhibitors, which include Johns
Hopkins CTY, Montclair State
University’s Gifted and Talented Pro-
gram/Hi-Jump at MSU, HEROES
Academy for the Gifted and Rutgers
Pre-College program.

Following the lecture, the exhibitors

will be set up fair-style in the Edison
cafeteria to provide additional infor-
mation and specific program materials
to interested attendees.

The program, which is sponsored by
the Westfield Gifted Ed PTC, is open to
parents and teachers alike. Students are
also welcome to attend. Participation
in the district’s Gifted Education Pro-
gram is not a prerequisite for the semi-
nar or for the programs exhibited.

“Our exhibitors represent a variety
of programs designed for different ages
and interests,” said Gifted Ed PTC Co-
Chair Amisha Mehta. “Our objective is
to provide a wide range of information
and enrichment opportunities to the
community with this seminar.”

The mission of the Gifted Ed PTC is
to promote and support the intellectual
curiosity of all students in the Westfield
school district. The committee also pro-
vides support to the students and fami-
lies that are admitted to and participate
in Westfield’s Gifted Education Pro-
gram.

(877) 400-VETS (8387)
www.vetdispatch.com

Presented by
Elsa Campos, VMD
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Veterinary Tips

OBESITY IN PETS
call us to schedule an in home-
consult and examination. Our 
veterinarians can evaluate your 
pet’s current body condition, de-
termine your pet’s ideal weight, 
and screen for any diseases that 
may have developed secondary 
to obesity.  Once your pet’s tar-
get weight is determined, we can 
help develop a nutrition and ex-
ercise plan appropriate for your 
furry friend.  Our veterinarian’s 
visit to your home decreases 
your stress in getting your pet to 
the hospital as well as your pet’s 
stress in traveling to the hospi-
tal, waiting in the waiting room, 
and returning home. We are truly 
“The Less Stress Vets”.

   Obesity is a very common 
problem among household pets 
in the U.S.  Studies have shown 
that up to 50% of cats and dogs 
in American homes are over-
weight.  Just as in humans, 
obesity in pets can lead to other 
health problems, such as dia-
betes, joint problems, and heart 
disease.  Feeding your pet a nu-
tritionally balanced diet, avoiding 
feeding table scraps, providing 
healthy treats, and giving your 
pet opportunities for regular ex-
ercise are some simple ways to 
help your pet maintain a healthy 
weight.  
   If you suspect your pet may 
be carrying a few extra pounds,  

  
APRIL 2014 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm Sundays 1:00 - 5:00 pm 
Closed April 18 for Good Friday and April 20 for Easter 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all registration information) 

4/9  6:30 pm Repurposing: New Uses for Old Things 

4/10  7:00 pm Computer Class: Introduction to Google  
Spreadsheets (advanced) 

4/14 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “Amour” French, 2 hours 

4/16 7:00 pm History of Jazz Through Song 

4/22  1:00 pm Computer Class: Advanced Word: Page Layout, 
Review and More (advanced) 

4/23  7:00 pm Under the Street Light: Doo Wop Era Tales 

4/25  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “The Philadelphia Story” 

4/26   2:00 pm Celebrate Poetry Month w/published poets 

4/1, 8, 15, 22 10:00 am or 1:00 pm Fun for 4’s and 5’s Storytime 

4/1  4:00 pm Paws to Read-Read to Library dogs 

4/2, 9, 16, 23 10:30 am Time for 3’s Storytime 

4/3, 10, 17, 24 10:30 am 2’s on Thursday Storytime 

4/4  3:45 pm Chess Club-No age requirement but 
must know how the pieces move 

4/9  3:45 pm Afternoon Lego Club (Grades 1-5) 

4/11 and 4/25 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies  (0-23 months) 

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce Law

Accredited Family Law Mediator

201 South Avenue

Westfield

654-8885
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2013

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

Make the Smart Move with DavidRealtyGroup.com

DavidRealtyGroup.com  • Residential Brokerage • (908) 264-8843
Contact(908)264-8843 or info@davidrealtygroup.com

Westfield – For Sale $1,125,000
Welcome to this beautiful colonial expanded and remodeled in 2006. Charming front porch 
invites you to a gourmet kitchen with Subzero and Wolf appliances, built in wine refrigerator 

and two dishwashers. Kitchen opens into a spacious and sunny family room. In addition to the four bedrooms, 
third floor offers fifth bedroom option with two additional rooms. Finished rec room with high ceilings 
complete this lovely home.

Lorena Barbosa

©2014 David Realty Group LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by David and Lorena Barbosa

740 Embree Crescent

CAPTS. MOSCO, A & E FISCHERs, PONCE, STRAVACH

Blue Devils Have High Level
Of Intensity in Girls Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Success in the fall and success in
the winter seems to have stirred up a
contagious level if intensity within
the Westfield High School girls track
& field team this Spring.

“We have a large team, as always,
but the level of intensity at practices
has been at an all-time high. Our
strength is in our distance events and

in the javelin. Union County presents
us with stiff competition in every
event, so nothing will be easy this
year. I do believe that we have out-
standing leaders and role models on
our team who will inspire all of our
athletes to be their very best, which is
all that any coach can ask for,” Blue
Devil Head Jen Buccino said.

Last fall, the Lady Blue Devils’
cross-country team, known as the

“Blue Tsunami” overwhelmed the
field to capture the Union County
Championship. Then that momen-
tum carried over to the winter indoor
track with several fine performances,
which included senior Gabby
Stravach qualifying for the Meet of
Champions and setting the WHS
record in the 1,600, and senior Erica
Fischer turning great performances

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Raiders Looking to Regain
Past ‘Glory’ in Boys Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Multi-sport athletes galore and
mostly juniors with experience make
up this year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys track & field team.
As a very young team, the Raiders
still made an impact by winning the
Union County Conference Watchung
Division title and placing fourth in
the Union County individual meet.

“We are a very junior-heavy team,
and we are juniors who are strong in

their events. My best hurdler is a
junior, my best sprinter is a junior,
our best distance runners are juniors,
so we are happy. These guys are com-
ing into their own. They did very well
as sophomores, but now they have
that confidence and leadership qual-
ity,” Raider Head Coach Rich McGriff
said.

The Raiders envision building a
team that will return to the glory
years of the 90s when they fielded
such super athletes as Karl Jennings,

Blair Woodward, Adam Bowser, Nate
Jones and Ray Williams in sprints,
jumps and hurdles, James Canter-
bury in distance and Pat Dempsey
and Chris LaCosta in the pole vault.

“I have been telling these guys,
they remind me of the teams we had
in the 90’s. They are getting up to that
level,” Coach McGriff said.

Almost all of those stars from the
90s were multi-sport athletes and most
of the Raiders from this team are also

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH ON DEFENSE...Blue Devil senior Anna Tanji, right, keeps track of an attacker in a scrimmage game against
Monroe on March 22. See Blue Devils girls lacrosse preseason story on page 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG PLAY AT HOME...Blue Devil Calvin Robertshaw, No. 14, is tagged by the catcher as he slides home in a scrimmage
game against North Hunterdon in Westfield on March 22. The Blue Devils open their season on April 1 in Scotch Plains.

Cranford Wrestling, Boys Hoops
Wrap-ups in April 3 Edition
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Late-blooming Baldwin
Leaves Her Mark at WHS

Caroline Baldwin has been able to
add a little perspective to the end of
her high school swimming career.
When you might be the best swim-
mer at the state’s best girls high school
program, that’s some interesting per-
spective.

“As much as our senior class wanted
to go out undefeated and get one
more state title, we can’t base our
four years on that one loss,” Baldwin
said, of the 89-81 loss to Hunterdon
Central in the state Public A sectional
finals. That one loss followed 64 con-
secutive victories, and a 64-1 record
with four county and three state cham-
pionships isn’t too shabby.

“We all came together as a team
that day, we had each other’s back
and many people put up best times.
That meet was crazy fast and hats off
to Hunterdon Central, because
they were phenomenal. I
learned a lot that day.
Everybody’s true colors came
through. Looking back in 20
years, I’m sure I’ll remember
that. But what will really out-
shine it will be the memories
and friendships I made, and
the three other state titles, or
county titles or MOC titles.”

There are a lot of titles when
you’re talking about Baldwin,
and her senior teammate Sa-
rah Cronin. They were like
Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid (Thelma and
Louise?) for Jeff Knight.

“I didn’t really know Sarah
personally coming into fresh-
man year, but I knew she was
an amazing swimmer,”
Baldwin said. “We’ve been
great friends ever since. I
looked up to her then, and I
still do today. She’s going off
to Brown and she’s going to
do amazing things there. I can’t wait
to see what she does. She taught me a
lot about swimming.”

Cronin’s older sister Jessica was a
co-captain of the 2012 WHS team
and at one time held the school record
in the 100 backstroke. Sarah was eas-
ily the more accomplished swimmer
when the duo arrived at WHS in the
fall of 2010. “I only started swim-
ming in seventh grade,” Baldwin said.
“I was an immature swimmer, who
loved racing but hated practicing.”

Near the end of her freshman year,
a light bulb went on inside her head,
and the setting was a familiar one –
the state Public A final, this time
against Vineland, a team that had
beaten WHS in the state finals five
times over the previous 15 years. “I

was on a (medley) relay with Kylie
Bangs, Meg Kaveney and Becky
DeLaFuente and I dove in behind
Vineland’s anchor and was able to
catch her and touch first,” Baldwin
said. “I remember looking up in the
stands and everybody was like ‘what
the heck just happened?’ ” It was a
200-watt light bulb being turned on.
A couple of weeks later Baldwin won
the 50 and 100 freestyles at Y states.
She was just getting started.

Sophomore year she got more seri-
ous about practice and the results
were significant. She won the county
50 free a week after upsetting Casey
Fazio by .02 of a second to lift WHS
to an 87-83 upset of Immaculate
Heart. She capped the high school
season by anchoring the winning 200
free relay at Meet of Champions,

with Cronin, Loren Ball and Ellie
Reinhardt – WHS’s first relay win at
MOCs since 1986. At Y states she
won the 50 free and 100 back titles. “I
sat down with my Y coach (Brian
Guidera) and Jeff and they said I
could really be something in the swim-
ming world if I would focus,” she
said. “So from that moment on I was
extremely focused.”

The girl who two years earlier was
pretty happy to just be a contributor
on a really good team had become
The Girl Who Would Be King by her
junior year. Although she was quiet
about her goals, she wanted to win
the MOC’s. She wanted to be some-
thing, so she simply trained harder
than she’d ever done.

“I set high goals for myself,” she

said. “There were also expectations
and I hate coming short of other’s
expectations. I remember asking Mr.
Knight at the end of this season if he
thought I could do it. His and my
teammate’s belief in me is something
that gets me the farthest, because
letting down your coach and team-
mates is not on the top of my list of
things I want to do.”

Baldwin was a double winner at
states junior year, taking the 50 free
and 100 backstroke. They were the
first individual state titles since 1978
and 1979, when Lora Masters and
Dana Zonnevylle won the 50 free, in
the second and third years of the
WHS girls program. At Y states
Baldwin again dominated, winning
the 100 and 200 back, and the 50 free
(she DQ’d in the 100).

This year there was a huge target
on her back, but she repeated at
MOC’s in the 50 free and 100 back,
and also led off the winning medley
relay, joined by Gwyn Devin, Erika
Daniel and Cronin. Their winning
time of 1:45.59 took 2½ seconds off
the school record, and established a
state record. At Y states, she won the
100 back, was second in the 50 free
and 200 back, fourth in the 100 free
and did times in the 200 individual
medley and 200 free that would’ve
placed her No. 4 and 5 on the WHS
Top 15 List. She will end the WY
portion of her career at Y Nationals,
April 1-4, in Greensboro, N.C.

Baldwin will graduate with six
school records (50 and 100 freestyle,
100 back and all three relays) and
Cronin with five (200 free, 200 IM
and all three relays).

“Being in the Westfield swimming
program completely changed my
life,” said Baldwin, a two-time New
Jersey Girls Swimmer of the Year
who will do her college swimming at
the University of North Carolina. “The
team and the alumni are the greatest
people I’ve ever known. The girls
aren’t just my friends, we’re all sis-
ters. It was a joy to go to practice
every day and put the WHS cap on.
The amount of support we get from
the alumni is crazy. I can’t wait to be
part of that in the years to come.

“Westfield swimming, both boys
and girls, has a tradition of excellence
and I’m honored that I was able to be
part of it. Kids at the high school call
us a ‘cult,’ but when you spend so
much time around people, it’s hard
not to become extremely close.”

Baldwin comes from an athletic
family of WHS graduates. Uncles
Rick (’75) and Kent (’79) were all-
state ends in football, Aunt Catherine
(’86) was a football cheerleader, and
her dad Jack (’82) captained the bas-
ketball team. Rick had four very ath-
letic daughters in Connecticut, while
Kent is the dad of some big-time
football players in South Carolina.

“I’m the first competitive swim-
mer in my family, on both sides,” said
Catherine, whose freshman brother
Charlie is a budding soccer/swim-
mer/lacrosse player at WHS. “No
one’s really sure where it (the swim-
ming gene) came from.”

WRESTLING UIPDATE
WHS senior Nick Velez, who fin-

ished fifth in New Jersey at 152 pounds,
represented the Garden State on March
18 in a New Jersey vs. New York all-
star meet. Velez lost 13-8 to two-time
N.Y. state champion Louie Hernandez,
who is ranked No. 6 nationally.

Christian Barber, a state champion
at WHS in 2011 and currently a
redshirt sophomore at North Caro-
lina, placed fourth at the Atlantic Coast
Conference Tournament and quali-
fied for the NCAA championships
this past weekend. Barber was rated
among the top 24 in the country at
149 pounds.

Special Comment on Paul Jackson Fund Gala
Thank you to everyone that made this night so special. To the Marys and

the entire PJF organization it was a glamorous and vibrant night. I would
especially like to thank my friends, my PAL football buddies, my Mudturtle
brothers and sisters and of coarse both the Harbaugh and Jackson families.
It was truly humbling to have you all there. It was a tremendous honor.
Nothing in my life is ever worth it without my three beautiful girls; Mary
Ella, Elizabeth and my girl for the last 35 years Barbara.

Thank you so much
Paul Harbaugh

VELEZ, BARBER PLACED AT A.C.; FULLER QUALIFIED

Blue Devil Wrestlers Finish
Season on High Note at A.C.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some difficulty getting the right
people in key weight classes and an
inopportune injury to a key wrestler
may have made the road a bit bumpy,
but in the end, the Westfield High
School wrestling team persevered and
finished its season on a high note by
qualifying three athletes for the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City
(AC) and having two of them place in
the Top-6.

“Our kids faced some adversity
this season, but they never let it affect
them. I’m proud of the way they
wrestled, especially at the end of the
season. We had some nice wins over
Brearley and Governor Livingston,
and had an excellent post-season,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
said.

Seniors Matt Barber (145-lbs) and
Nick Velez (152-lbs), along with jun-
ior John Fuller (113-lbs) made that
postseason excellent by qualifying
for A.C. Adding to that excellence
was the grueling journey that Velez
and Barber had to battle back to place

fifth and sixth, respectively. Barber
finished with a 35-5 record, which
included a Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) title, second in District
11 and third in Region 3. Velez fin-
ished 33-5, including a UCT, District
11 and Region 3 title.

“Matt Barber and Nick Velez were
the leaders all year. Those two worked
at an incredibly high level of intensity
all year, and they were rewarded by
standing on the podium in Atlantic
City. Both kids lost in the pre
quarterfinal round, and showed de-
termination and perseverance in
reaching the medal rounds,” Coach
Kurz said.

Fuller got his momentum rolling as
the season progressed. After placing
third in the UCT and second in the
district at 113-lbs, he pulled off two
major upsets with smart wrestling to
place second in the region and earn a
trip to A.C. Fuller finished 25-8.

“John Fuller made a huge jump this
year, winning 25 matches and quali-
fying for the states. We always knew
what John was capable of, and he
started believing in himself this year.

That should give him a lot of confi-
dence heading into his senior year,”
Coach Kurz said.

Sophomore Jarek Gozdieski got
rolling also by placing third in the
UCT and second in the district at 160-
lbs, finishing 21-11. Sophomore
Kevin Frega missed several bouts at
the beginning of the season but placed
third in the district at 195-lbs and
finished 15-12.

“Jarek Gozdieski and Kevin Frega
made great progress and were very
successful in their sophomore years,
both making it to the top-8 in the
region. They are great workers and
great people. We will definitely be
looking to them for leadership next
year,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior Cotter Spurlock placed sec-
ond in the UCT at 220-lbs but got
injured later in the season and fin-
ished 12-7. Junior Kevin Miller
showed some moxie at 132-lbs and
finished 13-9.

“Kevin Miller made an awesome
transition from JV to varsity. He came
through for us in big matches and set
himself up to have a great senior
year,” Coach Kurz said.

Freshman Jack Miller showed some
definite and lasting sparks at 126-lbs.

“Jack Miller was a pleasant sur-
prise. For a freshman, he showed a lot
of toughness and wrestled six hard
minutes every time he stepped on the
mat. He has a motor and goes after
everyone he wrestles. That is some-
thing you can’t teach. He’ll polish up
some of his technique and correct
some mistakes in the off-season, and
I expect him to be one of the best
wrestlers in our area next year. If he
can maintain his intensity for four
years, he’s going to have an outstand-
ing career here,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior Nick Kalimtzis (120-lbs)
finished 14-15, senior Tom Anderson
competed at 220-lbs and 285-lbs, and
sophomore Devin Anderson com-
peted at 170-lbs, while freshman Phil
Ricca saw some action at 182-lbs.
Sophomore Chris Hoerle finished 12-
16 at 106-lbs, and sophomore Vin
DiFilippo, who wrestled from 138-
lbs through 160-lbs, finished 9-4.

Softball Players Needed
For St. Bart’s League
The St. Bartholomew Oldtimers

Men’s Softball League has openings
for men over 30 years of age. You will
meet many people from the area, be-
cause we change teams every year by
having a player draft. Games are
played week nights at 6:30 p.m. from
early May through August.

For more information, call Com-
missioner Jim Killeen at (908) 723-
2224, call Publicity Chairman Dean
Talcott at (908) 322-6577 or visit our
website at www.stbartssoftball.com
Interested individuals can complete
an application online or download
one and mail it in.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

1825 Quimby Lane, Scotch Plains, NJ $688,000
Deceivingly spacious five bedroom, two full, and two half bath Colonial Split
Level home nestled on a third of an acre of lush property with a private setting
for its in-ground pool. This home exudes warmth with wonderful touches that
include arched doorways, divided light windows, and chair rails. Conveniently
located to Tamaques Park, which offers tennis, basketball, playing fields, two
playgrounds, and a jogging path.

739 Warren Street, Westfield, NJ $795,000
Beautifully updated & maintained 4 BR, 2.2 bath Colonial w/formal LR;
EIK open to Formal DR w/access to large deck; FR w/fp; fabulous renovated
MBR bath; remodeled main bath, 1st floor powder room & finished bsm't
w/1/2 bath. Conveniently close to all schools, parks, Award winning
downtown & NYC transportation.

739 Norgate, Westfield, NJ $1,199,900
Perched on an expansive, pretty corner lot, this stately four-bedroom brick
Colonial has been beautifully updated with luxurious amenities, including a
gourmet kitchen with mosaic tile finishes and farmhouse sink, and a lovely
breakfast area boasting a charming gas fireplace with tile surround overlooking
the fenced backyard.  Conveniently located to schools, downtown, NYC
transportation, and Tamaques Park.

1163 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield, NJ $1,495,000
Stunning custom designed six bedroom four and a half bath Center Hall Colonial
featuring a gracious entrance foyer with magnificent staircase. Enjoy a first floor
master bedroom suite with access to a wonderful conservatory, as well as, a
first floor guest wing. Nestled on a private lane and .77 of an acre, this home is
truly a one of a kind Westfield residence. Easy commute to NYC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2006-2013

www.frankdisoldi.com
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

email: isre@aol.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30 • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30 • 1-4PM

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com

“You Gotta Have Faith”
219 Scherrer Street, Cranford

This clean, well maintained 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Ranch is just waiting for you to put your personal touch on it.
The house is light & bright with an eat in kitchen that is spacious enough for hosting large dinner parties. The
basement is generous in size with high ceilings and includes a full bath. Do not miss this great opportunity!

Priced at $369,900.

A great value doesn’t last long!

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

BALDWIN REUNION...The children and grandchildren of Cackie and Bob Baldwin
(middle row, center) got together last July in Georgia. Among those pictured are Rick
(middle row, far left), Kent (middle row, second from left), Jack (middle row, far right),
Catherine (middle row, second from right), Caroline (middle row, third from right), and
Charlie (front row).



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 27, 2014 Page 13

Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

EDWARDS, SCHIANO, LUPPINO, PINNEY, ‘SAV’ CAPTS.

Blue Devil Track Boys Have
Talent to ‘Go the Distance’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It has been no secret that the
Westfield High School boys track &
field team for decades have been very
strong in distance events, and this
year will be no different as the Blue
Devils have plenty of runners, who
can, “go the distance” and do it well.

The Blue Devils are expected to
harvest a fine crop of team points in
the 3,200 meters, 1,600 and 800, es-
pecially with the leadership of team
captains Matt Luppino and Phil
Edwards, but the need to develop in
other events will be spearheaded by

team captains Frankie Pinney, Jon
Savorgiannakis and James Schiano.

Last year, Edwards and Luppino
finished 1-2 in the 1,600 at the Union
County Conference Watchung Divi-
sion meet, then at the Union County
Individual meet, Luppino and Edwards
led a 1-2-3 Blue Devil sweep in the
same event. Edwards and junior Matt
Russo finished 1-4 in the 3,200 and
Luppino crossed second in the 800.

Luppino and Edwards also kept up
the pace at the sectional tournament.
Edwards took first in the 3,200 and
was sixth in the 1,600 where Luppino
crossed second. Luppino also took

fourth in the 800.
“Phil and Matt Luppino are our top

returning distance guys. Matt Russo
will also be a factor – he was third in
the County 3200 this past indoor sea-
son. In the 800, Luppino is joined by
junior Will Chandler, who finished
fifth in the county and sectional 800
this past winter,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Chris Tafelski said.

But the Blue Devils have even more
strength in those events.

“We’re looking to [seniors] Mike
Esler and Andrew Stockwell and
[sophomore] Ryan Siegel to be big in

CPTs WALKER, LETTIERI, GIBSON, HEATH, GORDON

Raider Boys Laxers to Rely
On Senior Strength, Defense

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior leadership, especially in the
defense, could determine how suc-
cessful this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys lacrosse
team will be.

Last year, the Raiders were quite
successful, advanced to the semifinal
round of their sectional tournament
and finished with a 15-6 record.

“It was a good year to build off, but
we have been telling our guys, just

because we had a good year last year, it
doesn’t mean anything now. The guys
have been putting in a lot of hard work.
We are a senior-heavy team, so we are
looking for senior leadership so they
can make the best of their last year,”
Raider Head Coach Nick Miceli said.

The Raiders have five experienced
seniors as team captains; Tom Walker,

James Lettieri, Gabe Gibson, Brian
Heath and Christian Gordon. Heath
will head a strong group of seniors on
defense, which includes Justin
Giacona, Joe Pagano and Sean Duthie.

“I think that’s our strong point. We
have James Lettieri doing face-offs.
He is a three-year starter. We think he
is going to give a great chance on the
draws. But if it doesn’t go his way, we
have four seniors starting on defense
with Brian Heath. He has been a
starter since his freshman year. He is

a catalyst for us. Justin has a great
stick and can pass. Joe is a big tall
lanky kid and can cover you from
very far away. Sean is probably our
most improved guy on the defensive
side. He is strong and athletic,” Coach
Miceli said.

The midfield will consist of Lettieri,
who will be handling the face-offs,

Walker and Gibson, seniors Alex
Cimring and Kevin Charos, and jun-
ior Jack Gerrity.

“With the new rules this year, we
really need guys to get up and down
the field both ways. We have a lot of
seniors there. I think that helps us.
There’s not one guy who is a 60-goal
superstar. We have a lot of guys, who
are going to contribute there. We have
Alex, who can go up and down the
field well. We have Gabe, who is a
very good stick for us. Tom Walker, I

really have to say he is a great silent
leader. He really leads by example.
Kevin has our hardest shot from out-
side, and Gerrity started as a sopho-
more,” Coach Miceli said.

The attack force consists of Gor-
don, senior Zach Erickson, junior
Kevin Kerby and sophomore Scott
Nizolak.

“Christian Gordon is a four-year
starter. He was an all-division player
for us last year. He is our top return-
ing goal scorer. Kevin we brought up
halfway through his freshman year.
He’s been a starter ever since. He is
our main assist guy,” Coach Miceli
said.

The Raiders also have two talented
athletes in goal with junior Cole We-
ber and sophomore Chris Duffy.

“It’s a good problem to have. We
have Cole or Chris, and they both
started games last year. It’s good to
have that. When one guy is not doing
well, we have the other guy to put in.
Between those two guys, they have
really developed a great relationship,”
Coach Miceli said.

The Raiders opened their season at
home on March 26 against Clifton,
then tomorrow, Friday, March 28, at
4:00 p.m. the Westfield Blue Devils
march into Scotch Plains

“As soon as this season starts, I told
these guys it’s going to go quick, and
we want to make the best of it,” Coach
Miceli said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM CAPTAINS...The Blue Devil boys track & field team captains, pictured, left to right, are: Phil Edwards, James
Schiano, Matt Luppino, Frankie Pinney and Jon Savorgiannakis.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HARPER LED SCORING, DWUNFOUR RBs

Lady Raiders Learned
To Play as Unit in Hoops

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Evolving as a unit became more
and more evident as the season pro-
gressed for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team that was comprised pre-
dominantly of sophomores mixed in
with one junior and two seniors.

“The girls really had to come to-
gether this year as a team. We were a
young squad and needed to learn to
play as one unit and have each player
be involved in the game,” Raider Head
Coach Camille Mammolite said.

Senior co-captains Katie Harper
and Madison Maisel assumed the re-
sponsibility of guiding their young

team of first-time varsity players in
the proper direction, and they led by
example to accomplish their goals.

Harper exercised her aggressive-
ness in every aspect of the game and
finished with 277 points, 77 steals, 55
rebounds and 52 assists. Maisel, a
strong shooter from the perimeter,
finished with 153 points, 23 assists
and 24 steals.

On February 8, the Raiders realized
that they could hang with the best
when they battled the Westfield Blue
Devils right down to the wire, and
Harper was right in the middle of the
action with 15 points and six steals.
Junior center Tabitha Dwunfour pulled

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER BOYS LACROSSE CAPTAINS...The Raider boys lacrosse captains, pictured, left to right, are: front row; Tom
Walker and James Lettieri; back row, Gabe Gibson, Brian Heath and Christian Gordon.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2013
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006  Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@gmail.com

Search for homes
from your cell phone!

Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

2012 Birch Street, Scotch Plains $449,000
Exquisitely maintained, wonderfully updated Cape is an absolute
delight!  Formal LR & DR w/crown molding & hdwd flrs.;
renovated EIK offers generous work & storage space & opens
to a light-filled step down FR w/vaulted ceiling, skylight, slider
to paver patio.  1st floor boasts 1 BR & full bath; 2nd floor
features: 2 BR's, a hall bath & generous closet storage space.
Newer windows; CAC; Partially finished LL w/Rec. Room.  Just
move in & enjoy!

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

8 Indian Run, Scotch Plains $829,000
Beautifully appointed 4 BR, 2-1/2 bath Colonial offers spacious
rooms &  gleaming hardwood floors.  Renovated EIK kitchen
w/slider to expansive brick porch; formal LR open to FDR w/
fireplace; mud room, with access to an oversized 2-1/2 car
garage; 2nd floor MBR Retreat w/large WIC & fabulous
remodeled bath w/jetted tub + stall shower & double sink
vanity;  3 large BR’s + full hallway bath. (2008) 2 zoned HVAC
system; upgraded electric; new windows and doors throughout.
Acre lot on cul-de-sac street.

551 Bradford Avenue, Westfield $929,000
Quintessential 4 BR, 2 full, 2 half bath Colonial radiates grandeur
of years gone by with all the modern amenities of today.  A pretty
home w/gleaming hardwood floors, period details, appeasing
colors &  decor.  LR w/fplc & built-ins’; formal DR; Spacious EIK
w/bkfast bar; 1st floor den & powder rm.   2nd floor: MBR w/
private bath;  2 BR’s & a hall bath.   3rd floor 4th BR.  LL w/level
w/rec. room, powder room, laundry and storage.  Enclosed porch
& patio overlook deep lot w/det. garage. Located in the “Gardens”,
this stylish home awaits you!

536 Birch Avenue, Westfield $1,099,000
Traditional & polished 5 BR, 3 full, 2 half bath Colonial w/LR w/gas
fplc. ; Formal DR w/built-in china cabinet; Updated EIK;  an enclosed
porch & powder room complete the 1st floor.  2nd floor boasts: a
MBR with private bath & WIC; 3  BR’s & a hall bath.  The third
floor BR retreat has an en-suite bath & lots of built-in storage.  LL
w/ Rec. Room w/gas fireplace, laundry room, powder room and
utility/storage room.  Nestled in the “Gardens”  on a picturesque
lot with expansive, private, partially covered deck & stone patio
this home offers lots of extraordinary space both- inside & out!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30th 1-4PM OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30th 1-4PM
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Raiders Learned to Play as Unit
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Blue Devils Can Go the Distance
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raider Boys Seek Glory in Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

multi-sport athletes from football,
wrestling and basketball.

“The one thing we have here is I am
the head track coach and also the
assistant football coach. The head
football coach is and assistant track

coach. Another football coach is a
track coach. The head basketball
coach is a track coach. The wrestling
coach is a track coach. The cross-
country is a track coach, so we have
over 100 kids and that is because we
have the other coaches involved. The
kids get to work together from season
to season to season, and that’s what
really helps us,” Coach McGriff said.

The workhorses in the sprints and
relays will be juniors Merlin Edmond,
Cameron Smith, Kobe White and
Emendo Thomas. The distance events
will be headed up by Alex Livornois
and Joe Dzuback.

The jumping events: triple jump,
long jump, high jump, could feature
senior Quaryee Bull, junior Quincy
Sanchez and sophomore Marquel
Taylor. Sanchez, junior Andrew
Ciccarino and sophomore Aaron
McGriff are expected to compete in
the hurdles.

Ciccarino, junior Chris Zoufaly and
senior Mike Carlos will compete in
the pole vault. Sophomore Rashan
Gary, last year’s Union County champ
in the shot put, and senior Mike
Dwunfour will compete in the shot
put and discus, and senior Dan
VanBrunt and junior Alex Mirabella
are expected to toss the javelin.

“I’m happy! I think we can do
some things. I’m getting these boys
pumped up. At one time, we were
always the best team in Union County,
and I think that’s what their goal is to
be again,” Coach McGriff said.

The Raider Boys will open their
season with Elizabeth on Wednes-
day, April 2, at 4:00 p.m. in Scotch
Plains.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Stunning 4 BR CHC showcases a traditional flr plan combined with elegant
& sophisticated style. Gourmet, state of the art custom kitchen features professional grade
appliances, granite countertops, wet bar & glass tiled backsplash. Renovated baths with high
end fixtures, frameless glass showers with body sprays, teak seating & towel warmers are ideally
designed for relaxation. Additional highlights include exquisite custom millwork, distributed
six zone audio system with built-in speakers and enhanced alarm system. Fully fin bsmt, custom
fin gar, professionally landscaped & private backyard with tiered paver patio. $999,999.

Richard
Buontempo

CUSTOM COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Custom built 10 Rooms, 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial.
Private road which will turn over to Town Of Westfield. Hardiwood
plank exterior, custom crown molding exterior, stone front, custom
kitchen with butler area in kitchen, gas fireplace in Family Room, Master
Bedroom features Tray ceilings, soaking tub with stall shower, Large
Boudoir walking closet in master bedroom, double sink in master bath.
2 car attached garage, walk-up attic, unfinished basement. $1,395,000.

Carol
DiGraci

CAPE COD

CRANFORD. This 3 Bedroom 2 Full Bath Expanded Cape Cod has
many possibilities.  It features a First Floor Bedroom & Full Bath, Large
Eat in Kitchen, Mud Room, Family Room, Dining Room &Living
Room with Hard Wood Floors under the carpets.  The 2nd floor has
2 Bedrooms, Full Bath and Den Area.  The basement is finished with
high ceilings. There is a 2 car detached garage and 4 car driveway.  The
Large 82’ X 153’  lot leaves plenty of room for expansion. $369,000.

Associate of the Month

Nancy
Kronheimer

Tatyana Averbukh
Top Sales and Dollar Volume for Month of February

Susan
Devaney

GEORGIAN COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Magnificent 4 bedroom, 6.5 bath Georgian Colonial in
Indian Forest section of Westfield. Exquisite appointments, grandly
scaled rooms, one-of-a-kind details; 4-ensuite bedrooms, Leonardis EIK,
granite, SS, prof appliances. Natural pond-style pool, spa and stone patio
enclosed by Plantation fencing, beautifully landscaped. Perfect home for
indoor/outdoor entertaining. Located near top-rated Westfield schools,
downtown shopping, dining & transportation to NYC. $2,250,000.

Elizabeth
“Liz”

Salvati

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Lovely and well maintained 3 bedroom 2
bathroom Colonial. Amenities include freshly finished hardwood
floors, formal dining room, formal living room with wood burning
fireplace, large family room with exposed wood beams, central air
conditioning, walk in cedar closet and attached garage. Landscaped
backyard offers paver patio, BBQ and large deck for seasonal
entertaining. $490,000.

KARDIAS, RANDAZZO WF CAPTAINS

WF Lady Laxers Look
To Senior Leadership

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Multi-sport athletes and senior lead-
ership may help this year’s Westfield
High School girls lacrosse team to be
very competitive against a schedule
that consists of a number of very
competitive teams.

The six athletic seniors consist of
captains Alexis Kardias and Mary
Randazzo, along with Una
Heinzerling, Belle Hutchins, Anna
Tanji and Becca Kraus, who is in-
jured but will be leading from the
sidelines.

“The biggest thing this year is my
senior class. I have six athletes, who
are all collegiate bound. They are
great leaders. They work together well
and they are leading a team that is a
young team. Emphasizing the ‘team’
play is my philosophy. You just don’t
win on talent alone. You have to play
as a team. We are in a great place
starting our season going into to our
game on Wednesday. I am very, very
comfortable with what they are com-
manding in our attack and our de-
fense,” Blue Devil Head Coach Sam
Warner said.

Kardias and Hutchins will head up
the attack force, along with junior
Sam Paoletti. Randazzo, Tanji and
junior Lauren D’Amico are the
midfield leaders, which will also have
several sophomores rotating in and
out. Several sophomores will also
back up the defenders.

“We have a lot of depth this year in
the midfield and the defense, so we
will be able to rotate a number of kids
in and out of the field in order to keep
our legs fresh. Instead of having just
four starting low defenders, I have
six, who can go in and out. It’s the
same with the midfield. Instead of
three, I have six kids I can rotate,”
Coach Warner said.

Heinzerling is the leader on de-
fense. Junior Alyssa Cox will also
start on defense.

“Her communication in that de-
fense is the best on our team. She’s
talking, she’s constantly getting
people moving,” Coach Warner said
of Heinzerling.

Junior veteran Mallory Weiss will
occupy the last line of defense as
goalkeeper.

“Mallory is very intense and fo-
cused. She brings a lot to this team.
She is constantly in the cage trying to
plan the defense, which is good, be-

cause that filters over to the commu-
nication on the field. She is one of the
quickest keepers off the line,” Coach
Warner said.

Quickness exists throughout the
team, especially since most of the
girls are multi-sport athletes.

“Most of my team is either dual or
tri-athletes. I think that carries on
because there’s so many aspects of
our game that you find in other sports,
whether it be soccer, field hockey or
basketball. That I think adds as com-
ponents of what we are able to do on
the field. We move the ball very fast.
We are a motion offense. There is
very little stagnant play. We run a
high pressure man-to-man. The kids
being well versed in multiple sports,
I think that rings in to what we can
do,” Coach Warner said.

The Lady Blue Devils entertained
the Oak Knoll Royals on March 26 at
Kehler Stadium then they will host
Immaculate Heart Academy tomor-
row, Friday, March 28, at 4:30 p.m.

the distance events as well. As al-
ways, the distance crew provides us
with the most depth. I wouldn’t be
surprised to see some of our younger
guys emerge this spring in a big way,”
Coach Tafelski said.

Last year, Savorgiannakis proved to
be versatile with good showings in
jumping events as well as sprints. At the
county meet, he placed fifth in the triple
jump then placed fifth at the sectional
meet with a distance of 41’4.5". Pinney
will head the hurdles and Schiano will
lead the throwing corps.

Along with Savorgiannakis, sopho-
more Sid Douglas and junior Josh
Capistrano will compete in the sprints.
Douglas and Savorgiannakis are pres-
ently the leaders for the long jumps
and triple jump. Sophomores Mitchell
Bryk and Nick Greenspan are the
strongest returning high jumpers. Se-
niors Jackson Dumont and Mike
Cardoso, and junior Joe Valles will
join Schiano in the field events.

“The nucleus of our team has al-
ways been our distance crew, but we
have a young crop of sprinters and
jumpers to go with our veterans. I
think we’ll see a number of young kids
emerge this spring to be key players
down the line,” Coach Tafelski said.

Seniors Nick Carannopoulos and
Peter Foltz will lead the pole vault
crew and senior Chase Skibitsky will
back them up.

“Our pole vault is consistently one
of our strongest field events,” Coach
Tafelski said.

As to the relays, Coach Tafelski
said, “We’ve got a number of new-
comers to the team this year who will
help us fill out our relays”.

The Blue Devil will compete in a tri-
meet with Cranford and Plainfield in
Cranford on Tuesday, April 1. The Blue
Devil Invitational featuring several of
the best teams in New Jersey will be on
Saturday, April 12, beginning at 9:00
a.m. at Gary Kehler Stadium.

in the 1,600 and 3,200 at the Group 4
Championship.

“Our distance runners had a phe-
nomenal cross-country season, which
helped set the tone in our winter sea-
son. We had our best winter season
since 2004 with regard to our team
performance, set several individual
school records and qualified for
Easterns and Meet of Champions
[MOC] for the first time in many
years. That spirit and enthusiasm has
carried right into our spring season,”
Coach Buccino said.

Stravach, Erica Fischer, Amanda
Fischer, Chrissy Mosco and Lizzie
Ponce have been selected team cap-
tains. Stravach recorded the WHS
record time of 5:09 in the 1,600 at the
MOC and will be the lead in the
distance events. Erica Fischer, who
recorded times of 5:22 in the 1,600
and 11:39 in the 3,200 at the Group 4
meet, will run right with Stravach in
the distance events.

Included in the Blue Devils’ “Wave
of Blue” distance runners are: juniors
Natalie Marcotullio, Kelly Morrison,
Meghan O’Dwyer, Charley O’Brien
and Caroline Stocking. And accord-
ing to Coach Buccino, “we are show-
ing a lot of potential in practices with
Rachel Hayden, sophomore Noelle
Blackford and freshman Cindy Qiang.”

Mosco will be one of the lead
throwers in the javelin. Last year at
the Union County meet, she had toss

of 107-2 in the event. Senior Emily
Mastrocola will also compete in the
javelin. Juniors Kim Burns and Elise
Ballan, along with Erin Mackenzie
and Olivia LeWarn will compete in
the shot put.

The Blue Devils also have a strong
sprinting crew with Amanda Fischer
and seniors Sophia Goldschmidt and
Jenna Helfand, who set a WHS record
of 7.51 in the 55-meters during win-
ter track. Juniors Elena Chermak,
Elise Ballan (also hurdles) and
Megan Mondon and sophomores
Hannah Hawkins and Brooke
Schaeffer (also hurdles) will also be
among the sprinters.

Ponce will compete in the sprints
and jumping events. Hawkins and
junior Rita Murphy are the top re-
turnees in the high jump. Mondon
will also compete in the high jump.

The triple jump and the long jump
will be headed by junior Elena
Chermak, who holds the school record
in the long jump, and sophomore
Anna Browne.

The top returnees in the pole vault are
junior Mae Devin and senior Ida Chen.
Sophomore Izzy Salerno and freshmen
Betsy Penn and Miranda Whelan have
been showing potential in practices.

The Blue Devils will open their
season on Saturday, March 29, at
Piscataway then on Tuesday, April 1,
at Cranford they will compete in a tri-
meet with the Cougars and Plainfield.

Lady Blue Devils Intense in Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin (1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLAST FROM THE PAST...Part of the Raiders’ “Glory” of the 90s, pictured, left
to right, are: front row; James Canterbury and Adam Bowser; back row, Karl
Jennings and Blair Woodward.

19 rebounds in the game.
The final sparkle of brilliance came

in the preliminary round of the Union
County Tournament when the Raid-
ers demolished the Rams of Roselle,
72-32. Harper netted 27 points and
added seven steals. Sophomore Kara
Foley emerged with 18 points and 10
rebounds. After falling in the next
round, the Raiders finished the sea-
son with a 10-17 record.

Dwunfour, who finished with 137
points, led the team with 266 re-
bounds and 55 blocked shots. Foley
finished with 121 points and 83 re-
bounds.

Sophomore guard Amani Williams
certainly made things happen as she
led the team in scoring with 292
points, steals with 81 and assists with
69, while adding 90 rebounds. Sopho-
more forward Micaiah Battle netted
180 points, 117 rebounds and added
14 blocks. Coming on strong towards
the end of the season, sophomore
Caroline Babis finished with 61
points, 55 rebounds and 36 steals.
Sophomore Paige Heiden finished
with 36 points and eight rebounds.

“Katie Harper and Amani Williams
were two girls who wanted to drive to

the basket and make positive plays
happen. Madi Maisel and Paige
Heiden worked together to get each
other open from behind the arc for
threes [3-pointers]. Caroline Babis
and Micaiah Battle were a defense
threat with their fierce speed. Thabitha
Dwunfour and Kara Foley were a box
out duo that demanded the ball in the
paint,” Coach Mammolite pointed out.

Since Williams and Battle were
starters most of the season, along
with Dwunfour, and the remainder of
the sophomore girls experienced
plenty of time on the court, the out-
look for next year looks positive.

“Next season will be positive for
us. As the season went on, we im-
proved each game and they learned
more about one another as players
and worked towards their strengths.
Players worked with one another be-
fore practice, as well as after practice,
to help one another get better. With
that uplifting attitude, there are many
inspiring moments to come,” Coach
Mammolite said.

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are Raider team captains Julie Haggan, Megan Welch and Andrea
McNeeley.

HAGGAN, McNEELEY, WELCH SELECTED SPF CAPTAINS

Raider Lady Laxers Use Mix
Of Seniors with Sophomores

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eight returning seniors are expected
to be working with a number of sopho-
mores this season for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
lacrosse team that is in its fourth year
as a varsity program.

“It’s a process. We are heading in
the right direction. We have some good
athletes, but I lost a lot to graduation in
terms of my midfield. But I do have
eight seniors returning. Four will start,
and they all get into the rotation. I have
a lot of sophomores, who will get
significant time. We could be young at
times and not young at times,” Raider
Head Coach Rob Rafferty said.

Team captains are Julie Haggan,
Andrea McNeeley and Megan Welch.
Haggan and McNeeley, both attack-
ers, have been and are expected to be
the Raiders’ most productive scorers.
Sophomore Giola Frias will also start
at the attack position.

Last year Haggan worked the draws
and scooped 29 ground balls, while
scoring 23 goals and adding an assist.
McNeely (Second Team All-Freedom

South) scored 34 goals and had six
assists in addition to 42 ground balls.

“They are pretty efficient. Pre-posi-
tion wise Julie Haggan is great and
scores a majority of goals there. An-
drea has a knack to find the goal. She
has a great shot. She is nice and hard
high and low. She usually puts the ball
in the net when she gets the chance to
put it on cage,” Coach Rafferty noted.

Welch will be the last line of de-
fense at goalkeeper. Last year, she
was put to the test often and came up
with 153 saves

“Megan has started every game
since her freshman year. I think she
started a few games as a freshman.
After that, she started every game,”
Coach Rafferty said.

Seniors Isabella Krempa and Erin
Weber will start in the midfield, along
with junior Emma Klein. Others in
the midfield are sophomores Haley
Monahan and Michele Manosa.

“Erin Weber! Good speed, good
athleticism. She finds a way to get to
the cage. Good shot, very good de-
fender in terms of re-defending in the
midfield. Isabella Krempa, our ‘D’

wing, is very good defensively, how-
ever she’s more in the offensive end
as well this year. Great stick skills,
she brings a lot to the table. Emma
Klein does move up front a little bit,”
Coach Rafferty said.

Senior Paige Morrison and sopho-
mores Megan Kieltyka and Becky
Mehorter will head up the defense.

According to Coach Rafferty, the
mix of seniors rotating with sopho-
mores has its benefits.

“It’s good to get some time now for
them, because we are looking to the
future of the program,” he said.

Last year, more close games turned
in favor of opposing teams than in
favor of the Raiders, who finished 7-
12, but they appear to be heading in
the right direction.

“Our scrimmages are going pretty
well. We are trying different things,
but myself and my coaching staff are
looking for a good season,” Coach
Rafferty said.

The Raiders opened their season at
home (Tyson Field) against the New
Providence Pioneers on March 26 at
4:00 p.m.

SRs TROTTER STRONG ON BASES, OBLACHINSKI ON ‘D’

Cougar Baseballers’ Focus Is
Fundamentally Sound Ball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No tricks, nothing super special!
Just business as usual for this year’s
Cranford High School baseball team
that is focusing on blending into a
well-oiled machine once again.

With a well-oiled machine last
year, the Cougars won their eighth
Union County Tournament champi-
onship with an 8-0 victory over
Westfield. Next, they won the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 crown
with a 5-1 win over South Plainfield
then they won their third Group 3
title in four years with a 4-2 victory
over Burlington Township to finish
25-1 to earn the No. 1 ranking in
New Jersey. The Cougars defeated
Ocean City, 15-3, in 2010 and Free-
hold, 4-1, in 2012.

Despite graduating super star
pitcher Ryan Williamson, who fin-
ished 11-0 last year and will play at
the University of North Carolina, and
star catcher Chris Folinusz (Rutgers),
this year’s Cougars have a stable of
seven pitchers and two fine candi-
dates to fill in behind the plate.

The pitchers include: seniors Tom
Trotter and Matt Ravetier, juniors Eric
Donohue, Pat Knight and James
Campbell, and sophomores Tom
Feeney and Garrett Forrestal. Senior
Sam Scheer and junior Liam Duffy
will be the catchers.

Depending on the pitching rota-
tion, Duffy and Donohue will also
play first base. Juniors Al Garguilo
and Mike Niewinski will play second
base, and sophomore Joe Norton is
expected to play shortstop. Senior
John Oblachinski will occupy third
base. The outfield will consist of
Ravetier, Trotter, senior Jack
McCaffrey, junior Mike Gamba,
Knight and Forrestal.

“The team is working very hard
every day. We are hoping to take the
same approach of one game at a time
and getting better as the season
progresses,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

Last year, Trotter was the leadoff
hitter and he sizzled with a .440 bat-
ting average [BA] (40-for-91) with
six doubles and 20 RBI. He led the
team with 28 runs scored and 16

stolen bases. Oblachinski was solid
at third base. McCaffrey and Scheer
had respective batting averages of
.300 and .381. Ravetier, in 43 in-
nings, fanned 19, walked five and
finished with a 4-1 record and a 2.77
ERA. Garguilo broke into the lineup
and finished with a .357 BA

However, the Cougars never pick
team captains and according to Coach
McCaffrey, “never will have team
captains.”

Throughout the years, the Cougars
under Coach McCaffrey were solid
in every aspect of the game and were
notoriously crafty on the bases.

“Every guy in the lineup, one
through nine, is expected to hit, run
and steal. They all must be able to
play fundamentally sound baseball,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

The Cougars’ season opener will
be at Elizabeth on Tuesday, April 1, at
4 p.m. They then will be in Linden on
Friday, April 4, at 4 p.m. On Tuesday,
April 8, at 4 p.m., the Cougars will
travel to Westfield to play the Blue
Devils, the only team to beat them
last year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAY AT SECOND...The Cougar infielder waits for the catcher’s throw as the Marlboro base runner records a stolen base
during a scrimmage game in Cranford last week. The Cougars’ opener will be in Elizabeth on April 1.
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THE UNDEFEATED...The Holy Trinity varsity girls basketball team, pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Guila Goggi and Maddie Newall; second row, Coach
Brian Cull, Erica MacDonald, Hannah Seewald, Caroline Cull, Olivia Keating,
Nina Dixon, Faith Hrinkevich and Coach Pete Newall; third row, Brittany Walsh,
Tricia Lezynski, Siobhan Hunziker, Mary Brezik and Olivia Yarem.

SPF REC CHAMPS...The Buckeyes defeated the Jayhawks, 35-28, on March 17,
to win the 5th/6th Grade Scotch Plains Recreation Basketball Championship.
The leading scorers in the game were Charlie Levine (13 points), Ryan Lusk (12
points), Will Brady (6 points), and Hunter Birch and Justin Chan each with two
points. The Buckeyes finished with an overall record Of 11-2. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Jesse Artz, Justin Chan, Liam Avila, Jake Bensulock and
Evan Bensulock; second row, Coach Paul Levine, Charlie Levine, Hunter Birch,
Will Brady, Ryan Lusk and Coach John Lusk.

Mudturtles Top Doylestown;
Now Ranked 21st in Nation
The Union County Rugby U18-A

Football Club defeated 15th ranked
nationally Doylestown, Pa., 27-19,
in Pa. on March 16. The victory el-
evated the Mudturtles’ national rank-
ing to No. 21.

Union’s U 18-A struck first against
Doylestown’s defense. Tymir Hinton
of Union broke for a 40-yard run for
the first score and Flyhalf Mike
Dabulas kicked the conversion.
Doylestown threatened but after a pen-
alty, Union’s Nick Costa pushed in for
a score. There were many changes of
possession but after Union’s Mike
Dabulas kicked the ball toward the try
zone, Union Wing Kyle Burns carried
the ball in for the score to make the
score, 17-0, at halftime.

Doylestown got their first points
off a mishandled ball in the first few
minutes of the second half.
Doylestown then added another score
and made the point-after conversion.

Union answered when Khalil Burns
picked up the ball and ran in to score.
Doylestown scored again later in the
half but a penalty kick by Union’s

Mike Dabulas at the end of the game
sealed the victory for the Mudturtles.

Union’s U 18-B squad came up
with a 34-15 victory. Joe Sichel scored
the first try. Mudturtles Jatece Wright,
Nathan Sands and Shamus Garcia
also scored, and Flyhalf Jack Dabulas
converted a point-after attempt to
make the score, 22-0 at the midpoint.

The second half opened with another
score by Wright and conversion by
Dabulas. Doylestown came back to score
three times, but Joe Rotundo scored late
in the game to solidify the win.

In the Girls match, Doylestown
scored multiple times in the first half.
Union’s Allison Bronander made a
strong run almost to the try line. There
was great defensive tackling for Union
by Brianna Whitfield and Sophia Palia.
Mudturtles Lyaman Gilman, Erica
Simmons and Sophia Palia made their
debut to rugby. Doylestown won the
game handily, 36-0.

The U-16 and U-14 Boys Mudturtles
won their matches. The U-16 game
was tight from the start. Union fin-
ished strong and came away with a
victory. Union’s U-14 Boys domi-
nated from the beginning. Doylestown
tried to answer but Union’s offense
proved to be too strong.

The Mudturtles will sponsor
“Rugby Day” at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on Sunday, April 6. Rugby
Day is a celebration on all aspects
of the sport along with lots of food
and fun. For more information about
the Union Mudturtles Rugby Club
and current schedules, please visit
www.mudturtlerugbyyouth.com.

Cougar Boys & Girls Looking
To Fill Many Spots in Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Large numbers but few veterans
have put Cranford High School boys
Head Coach Kerry Drexler and girls
Head Coach John Schiano in the
tough situation of finding the right
personnel to fill the many vacant spots
in track & field this season.

Each team has about 100 students
on the squad and most are freshmen
and sophomores. Seniors Pat Lynch,
Rob O’Shaughnessy and Connor
McMahon have been selected team
captains for the boys, and seniors
Jenna Ellenbacher and Laura Van
Horn have been selected for the girls.

“Numbers wise, we had a great
turnout this year, but we have very
few returning people. Pat Lynch, ob-
viously, being one of them, Rob
O’Shaughnessy. They are seniors,

who are going to have to step up in the
throwing events and the jumping
events to help us out. Otherwise, we
are looking for some freshmen or
sophomores to fill in the blanks,”
Coach Drexler said.

The Cougar boys graduated several
stars, including Rob Kessler (field),
Jake Waleski and Reggie Green
(sprints), and Tom Feeney (distance)

“Now we have to rebuild and find
some people to fill in those shoes of the
people who left. We have a lot of people
to work with. It’s just finding those
people to step up. We have a lot of
finding out to do,” Coach Drexler said.

Probably the Cougar boys’ best
strength is in the field events with
seniors O’Shaughnessy and Mike
Pastor, and sophomore Will Fries
competing in the shot put and discus.
Sophomore Jack Schetelich and se-
nior Troy Kettler will toss the javelin.

Lynch, who will be heading to Notre
Dame next fall, will be a definite asset
in the pole vault, and juniors Joe
Kugelman and Andrew Licks, who
both qualified for Groups in indoor
track, will compete in the high jump.

The sprinters and sprint relays will
consist of Lynch, Schetelich and jun-
iors Matt Van Pelt and Mike Murphy.
Van Pelt is also expected to compete
in the 400 hurdles.

McMahon will be the leading Cou-
gar in the distance events.

“He did a great job in the winter,
stepping up and making it to the

Groups indoor. I hope he continues
that upward swing into the Spring,”
Coach Drexler said.

As for the girls, “We have a lot of
new faces so right now we are trying
to get a feel for who can contribute in
what areas. We are looking to build
off of our accomplishments from the
indoor season,” Coach Schiano said.

Some of the stronger returning ath-
letes are seniors Ellenbacher, Van Horn
and Ashley McGuire, who will be the
workhorses in the sprinting events. Jun-
ior Anna Fitch and sophomore Kiera
Hurley will also compete in the sprints.

“Jenna Ellenbacher was a sectional
champion in the 400 meters. She looks
to defend her conference and county
titles in the 400 Intermediate Hurdles.
The 4x400-meter relay team of
Ellenbacher, Laura Van Horn, Kiera
Hurley and Anna Fitch were also sec-
tional champions and look to extend
their success into the outdoor sea-
son,” Coach Schiano noted.

Sophomore Amanda Bush is ex-
pected to be a leader in the distance
events. Juniors Jordan Carney, Megan
Romanovich and Keara Reilly, and
senior Kelly Schoustra will also com-
pete in the distance events.

The throwing events will include
juniors Mara Giga, Maranda Brown,
Erin Meixner and Susanna Jaramillo,
and sophomore Alex Milan.

The Cougars will open their season
at home against Westfield and Plainfield
on Tuesday, April 1, at 4 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2014 COUNTY BUDGET
COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2014

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2014 2013
1. Surplus 20,000,000.00 19,000,000.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 157,820,631.00 175,736,142.00
3. Amount to be Raised by Taxation - County Purpose Tax 330,782,634.00 317,544,198.00
                              Total General Revenues $508,603,265.00 $512,280,340.00

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2014 BUDGET 2013 BUDGET
1. Operating Salaries & Wages $173,598,639.00 $168,606,546.00

Other Expenses 227,443,053.00 242,191,435.00
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 42,452,215.00 40,870,196.00
3. Capital Improvements 5,000,000.00 3,500,000.00
4. Debt Service 60,109,358.00 57,112,163.00
                              Total General Appropriations $508,603,265.00 $512,280,340.00
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 2,519.7 2,495.7

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
GENERAL

Interest $100,457,243.71
Principal $368,603,573.79
Outstanding Balance $469,060,817.50

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Board of Chosen
Freeholders of the County of Union on March 13, 2014.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the County Administration Building, on April
10, 2014 at 6:00 o’clock (PM) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the
year 2014 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the detailed budget are available in the office of the Clerk of the Board, Mr. James Pellettiere
at the County Administration Building, Elizabeth, New Jersey, (908) 527-4100, during the hours of 8:00 AM
to 4:00 PM.
1 T - 3/27/14, The Leader Fee: $117.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Reso-
lution No.2014-234 was adopted by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County
of Union, at their Regular Meeting, which
was held on March 13, 2014

James Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 eq.seq., pro-
vides that in the preparation of its annual
budget, a county shall limit any increase in
said budget up to 2.0% unless authorized
by Resolution to increase it to 3.5% over
the previous year’s County tax levy, sub-
ject to certain exceptions; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15b pro-
vides that a county may, when authorized
by Resolution, appropriate the difference
between the amount of its actual final
County tax levy and the 3.5% rate as an
exception to its final tax levy in either of the
next two (2) succeeding years; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Chosen Free-
holders of the County of Union finds it
advisable and necessary to provide the
County with maximum fiscal flexibility to
increase its CY 2014 tax levy up to the
3.5% over the previous year’s County tax
levy, in the interest of promoting health,
safety and welfare of the citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Chosen Free-
holders hereby determines that a 3.5%
increase in the budget for said year,
amounting to $7,104,785.11 in excess of
the increase in final County tax levy other-
wise permitted by the Local Government
Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Chosen Free-
holders hereby determines that any amount
authorized hereinabove that is not appro-
priated as part of the final budget shall be
retained as an exception to the final County
tax levy in either of the next two succeed-
ing years:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union a majority of the full autho-
rized membership of this governing body
affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY
2014 budget year, the final tax levy of the
County of Union shall, in accordance with
this Resolution and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14,
be increased by 3.5%, amounting to
$7,104,785.11, and the CY 2014 county
budget of the County of Union be ap-
proved and adopted in accordance with
this Resolution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any
amount authorized hereinabove that is not
appropriated as part of the final budget
shall be retained as an exception to final
appropriation in either of the next two suc-
ceeding years; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a
certified copy of the Resolution be pub-
lished and a public hearing be held on April
24, 2014 at least ten (10) days after publi-
cation date of this Resolution and that the
Freeholders will vote to authorize this Reso-
lution after the conduct of the public hear-
ing; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a
certified copy of the Resolution as intro-
duced be filed with the Director of Local
Government Services within five days of
introduction of the Resolution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a
certified copy of this Resolution be for-
warded to the Director of Local Govern-
ment Services within five days of adoption,
and that a copy of this Resolution be for-
warded to the County Manager and Direc-
tor of Finance.
1 T - 3/27/14, The Leader Fee: $70.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-023821-13
FILE NO. 51333-437

FILED: MARCH 20, 2014

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND

AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

US BANK CUSTODIAN FOR
PHOENIX; PLAINTIFF(S) VS.
LORETTA LISKIEWICZ,
WIDOW, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; EDWARD J.
LISKIEWICZ, JR., UNMAR-
RIED, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; LAWRENCE
LISKIEWICZ; CAROL
CHONKO; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS/UNKNOWN CLAIM-
ANTS, THEIR HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it ap-
pearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, LORETTA
LISKIEWICZ, Widow, her heirs, devisees
and personal representatives, and their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest; EDWARD J. LISKIEWICZ, JR.,
Unmarried, his heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives, and their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest;
LAWRENCE LISKIEWICZ; CAROL
CHONKO; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
UNKNOWN OWNERS/UNKNOWN
CLAIMANTS, their heirs, devisees and
personal representatives and their or any
of their successors in right, title and inter-
est;  that plaintiff has produced before this
court tax sale certificate #10-00198, certi-
fied to be a true copy, which certificate is
dated June 9, 2011, and is of record in the
Union County Clerk’s Office on August 4,
2011, in book 13154, page 976, as instru-
ment #532931, which covers Block 386,
Lot 4, in the City of Linden. Said certificate
has been marked Exhibit P-1 on the part of
the plaintiff. More than two years have
elapsed since the sale of said lands by the
City of Linden, and the lands have not
been redeemed from the tax sale;  that
plaintiff has produced before this court its
Certification showing that there is due on
said tax sale certificate, together with sub-
sequent taxes and interest, the sum of
$40,292.01 as of December 2, 2013; and

IT IS on this 20th day of March, 2014,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of $40,292.01, which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate, subsequent taxes and interest
as of December 2, 2013, together with

costs duly taxed in the sum of $1,391.27.
An exact redemption amount must be ob-
tained from the municipal tax collector;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 5th
day of May, 2014, between the hours of
nine o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock
in the afternoon, at the office of the Tax
Collector of the City of Linden, Municipal
Building, 301 North Wood Avenue, Lin-
den, New Jersey, be and the same is
hereby fixed as the time and place for the
redemption of the said lands as described
in the Amended Complaint and making up
the premises concerning which the
Amended Complaint is filed, and that there-
upon the defendant who redeems shall be
entitled to the certificate of tax sale duly
endorsed for cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Linden, and the
plaintiff, the said sum, interest and costs
aforesaid, the said defendants stand ab-
solutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises. Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be per-
mitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof
directed to such defendants shall be pub-
lished in The Westfield Leader, a newspa-
per circulating in Union County, at least
one time, not less than ten (10) days prior
to the date fixed for redemption by this
Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or Notice thereof directed to
the Unknown Owners/Unknown Claimants,
their heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives, and their or any of their succes-
sors in right, title and interest, be posted to
the premises being foreclosed herein, no
less than twenty (20) days prior to the date
fixed for redemption by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten (10) days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the City of Linden, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Linden certify to
this Court whether the premises were or
were not redeemed from the plaintiff’s tax
sale certificate in accordance with the terms
of this Order.

PAUL INNES, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
KEITH A. BONCHI, ESQUIRE – KAB
032321983
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 3/27/14, The Leader Fee: $132.09

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
April 9, 2014 in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance relief from
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Marc & Rachel Nissim, 1520 Pine
Grove Avenue. Applicant is seeking ap-
proval to construct a second story and a
front porch contrary to Sections 11.09E5
(12.03D), 11.09E6, 11.09E8 and 11.09E14
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a front yard setback of 35.38 feet.
Proposed is 29 feet. Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 2.77 feet and 4.61 feet. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building height
of 32 feet. Proposed is 33.74 feet to the
turret roof (31.74 feet to the main ridge).
Ordinance requires a one car garage. Pro-
posed is an inadequately sized garage
space.

James M. Foerst, 262 South Scotch
Plains Avenue. Applicant is seeking ap-
proval to enclose an existing covered porch
and add a new landing steps and covered
porch contrary to Section 11.09E10
(12.04F1) of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance allows a maximum coverage
for buildings and above ground structures
of 20%. Proposed is 20.83%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/27/14, The Leader Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 14-05

CALENDAR YEAR 2014
MODEL ORDINANCE TO EX-
CEED THE MUNICIPAL BUD-
GET APPROPRIATION LIM-
ITS AND TO ESTABLISH A
CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-
45.14)

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
14-05, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING OF THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD ON, THURSDAY,
MARCH 6, 2014

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood

1 T - 3/27/14, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 14-03-53

CONTRACTOR: T & M Associates,
1373 Broad Street, Clifton, New Jersey
07013

NATURE OF SERVICE: To provide En-
gineering services related to Stagaard
Place, Second Street, South Glenwood
Road/Shasta Place

DURATION: Period ending  February
28, 2015

AMOUNT: Not to exceed  $58,750.00
A copy of this resolution and contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the Mu-
nicipal Clerk's office.

Eleanor McGovern,
Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 3/27/14, The Times Fee: $18.87

Holy Trinity Girls Have Unbeaten Hoops Season
The Holy Trinity Interparochial School Girls Varsity basketball team of

Westfield finished its season undefeated (12-0) in the Suburban Catholic
League. The varsity girls also won the annual Greg Frost Basketball Champi-
onship held in Cranford on March 9 by defeating St. Michael’s of Cranford on
their home court.

Eighth grader Brittany Walsh, and seventh graders Caroline Cull and Erica
MacDonald, were the top scorers in the Greg Frost Tourney while eighth
grader Olivia Yarem provided relentless defense throughout the tourney and
the season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPPING FOR THE REGULAR SEASON...The Cranford Cougars boys lacrosse team had a scrimmage game with the
New Providence Pioneers last week at Memorial Field in Cranford in preparation for the regular season.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 14-03-49

CONTRACTOR: Timothy Hoffman
Inc., 1 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appraiser for
Block 56, Lot 7

DURATION: For a period ending no
later then December 31, 2014

FEE: Not to exceed $2,850.00
A copy of this Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern,
Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 3/27/14, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE HEREBY GIVEN that Resolu-
tion No. 2014-235 was adopted by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County
of Union, at their Regular Meeting, which
was held on March 13, 2014

James Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following
statements of Revenues and Appropria-
tions shall constitute the Budget of the
County of Union for Fiscal Year 2014; and

BE IT RESOLVED, that said Budget be
published in the Star Ledger in the issue of
March 26, 2014; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a
hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution
will be held at the Union County Adminis-
tration Building, on April 10, 2014 at
6:00P.M. at which time and place objec-
tions to said Budget and Tax Resolution
for the Fiscal Year 2014 may be presented
by taxpayers and other interested per-
sons.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that the Board of Chosen Freeholders of
the County of Union does hereby Approve
and Introduce the Budget for the Fiscal
Year 2014.
1 T - 3/27/14, The Leader Fee: $27.54
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on APRIL 10, 2014, at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Vincent Tittel, 1407 Martine
Avenue, Block 10401, Lot 2, R-2 Zone who
propose to construct a new single-family
dwelling on a non-conforming lot contrary
to the following section of the Zoning Ordi-
nance:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. C, Col. 3-Lot
Area. Minimum Required: 13,500 square
feet. Proposed: 12,500 square feet.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev,
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 3/27/14, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-030561-13
FILE NO. 17623-13

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
HELEN SUBER, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; RHONDA WILLIAMS;
JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
RHONDA WILLIAMS, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FIC-
TITIOUS; HALLIE SUBER;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which FWDSL & ASSOCIATES
L.P. is the plaintiff and HELEN SUBER,
HER HEIRS, ET ALS; are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Chancery Division, UNION County
and bearing Docket No. F-030561-13 within
thirty-five (35) days after March 27, 2014
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Amended Complaint. You shall file your
Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate
with the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 11-038, sold
on 6/8/2011, dated 6/9/2011, and was
recorded on 7/8/2011 in Book 13140 at
Page 892, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to FWDSL & ASSOCI-
ATES L.P. and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P..
This covers real estate located in
PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 16 BLOCK
114 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD
and concerns premises commonly known
as 310-12 SPOONER AVENUE,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, HELEN SUBER, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST and RHONDA
WILLIAMS, are made party defendants to
the above foreclosure action because you
are the owners of a property which is the
subject of the above entitled action.

YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
RHONDA WILLIAMS, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant RHONDA WILL-
IAMS is married, and if married, the name
of RHONDA WILLIAMS’s spouse. If
RHONDA WILLIAMS is married, the plain-
tiff joins JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
RHONDA WILLIAMS, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS as a defendant
for any possessory or marital rights you
may have.

YOU, HALLIE SUBER, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on November 3, 1995, a child
support judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
by Hallie Suber against Vaughn Suber.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-293220-1995, Case Number
82134306A. Said judgment is subordinate
to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  March 20, 2014

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/27/14, The Leader Fee: $93.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 14-03-64

CONTRACTOR: Adams, Rehmann &
Heggan Associates, Inc., 850 South
White Horse Pike, PO Box 579,
Hammonton, New Jersey 08037-2019

NATURE OF SERVICE: Engineering
services for the construction of a Skate
Board Park at Forest Road Park

DURATION: For a period ending no
later then February 28, 2015

FEE: Not to exceed $21,250.00
A copy of this Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern,
Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 3/27/14, The Times Fee: $18.87

Photo courtesy of Mike Babb
PIONEER POWER…Westfield’s Christian Burgdorf, No. 15 for University of Denver Pioneers’ mens lacrosse team, was
recently named Big East Defensive Player of the Week for his contribution to the Pioneers 10-7 win over the University of
Notre Dame on March 8 in front of 5,870 fans at LeBard Stadium at Orange Coast College, Costa Mesa, Calif. in the Pacific
Coast Shootout. Christian is a graduate of Westfield High School, Class of 2013.

LAPHAM, MIRABELLA GRABBED DISTRICT 11 CROWNS

Raider Wrestlers Avenged
Several Losses, Finished 17-11

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

High goals were set and several
were achieved by this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling team that, despite a beefed up
schedule, finished 17-11, placed sec-
ond in the District 11 Tournament
and qualified for the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 Tournament, los-
ing in the semifinals to the eventual
champion Roxbury, 34-24.

“This was a very successful season
from a team standpoint. We avenged
several losses from last year and were
able to get back in the picture for the
state team tournament. The team did
not shy away from any good compe-
tition as three of our losses were to
Top-20 teams in the final Star-Ledger
poll with Roselle Park, Hanover Park
and Jackson Memorial. Our kids were

willing to wrestle any team in the
state and that definitely benefited us
going into the state team tournament.
I was very proud of the way that the
kids all wrestled for each other from
a team aspect,” Raider Head Coach
TJ Gavor said.

Probably the most satisfying vic-

tory came on January 31 with a 34-33
victory over Westfield when senior
Matt Ridge bumped up to 195-lbs
and earned an 8-0, majority decision
in the final bout to seal the win.

Throughout the season Ridge
(182-lb class) and senior Dan
VanBrunt (195-lbs) would bump up
a class to help the team. Ridge placed
second in the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) and second in Dis-
trict 11 at 182-lbs, losing both times
to Joe Balboni (Brearley), who
placed second in the state. Ridge
finished with a 29-12 record.
VanBrunt placed second in the UCT
and districts at 195-lbs to finish
with a 30-12 record.

“I was particularly proud of the
efforts by Matt Ridge and Danny
VanBrunt, who were routinely asked
to wrestle up a weight class to put our

team in the best position to win,”
Coach Gavor said.

Junior Brian Lapham came up a 3-
2 decision shy of qualifying for the
NJSIAA Tournament at 145-lbs but
did claim the district title, placed sec-
ond in the UCT and finished 37-4 to
bring his career record to 96-23. His

only losses were three times to Blue
Devil Matt Barber (sixth in state) and
Delbarton’s Dan Reed (third in state).

Junior Alex Mirabella surprised
some spectators by winning the 170-
lb district title and finished 23-16.
Junior JT Beirne placed second in the
district at 126-lbs, third in the UCT
and finished with a 31-9 record. Jun-
ior Tom Cunningham placed third in
the district at 132-lbs and finished
21-19. Senior Dom Natale placed
second in the district at 152-lbs and
finished 29-13.

Senior heavyweight Mike
Henderson  finished 18-18. Sopho-
more George Ramos competed at 160-
lbs and junior Chris McMahon com-
peted at 220-lbs. Sophomore Jashmar
Phillipe finished 15-13 at 113-lbs.
Junior Jeff Lieblich placed third in
the district at 138-lbs. Sophomore

Owen Martin and freshman Matt Olin
competed at 120-lbs and 106-lbs, re-
spectively.

Although the Raiders had two dis-
trict champions and eight Region 3
qualifiers, none managed to qualify
for the NJSIAA Tournament in At-
lantic City.

“The individual season ended on
somewhat of a low note, as we did not
advance any of the Region 3 qualifi-
ers onto the state championship tour-
nament in Atlantic City,” commented
Coach Gavor.

However five Region 3 qualifiers
return for next season.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before April 11,
2014 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “TUB GRINDING OF VEG-
ETATIVE WASTE - 2014” in accordance
with the Specifications and Information to
Bidders prepared by the Township. At that
time and place, such bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud. No bids shall be
received other than at the time and place
herein designated for their receipt, unless
mailed to the Township Clerk for receipt at
the designated time and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
beginning on March 27, 2014 from the
Township Clerk upon payment of $25 for
each complete set of documents, which
sum is non-refundable. Written questions
regarding the bid specifications may be
submitted to the Bozena Lacina, Town-
ship Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 on or before
Monday April 7, 2014.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of two
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500),
must be submitted with the bid guarantee-
ing that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract.

The successful bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in a sum
equal to one hundred per cent (100%) of
the full amount of the contract. Such Per-
formance Bond must be furnished by the
successful bidder simultaneously with the
delivery of the executed contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“TUB GRINDING OF VEGETATIVE
WASTE - 2014”

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Jerry Giaimis
Township Manager

Carlos Luaces
Director of Public Works
1 T - 3/27/14, The Times Fee: $62.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before April 11,
2014 at 10:30 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “LOADING, HAULING & DIS-
POSAL OF VEGETATIVE WASTE - 2014”
in accordance with the Specifications and
Information to Bidders prepared by the
Township. At that time and place, such
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
No bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable. Written ques-
tions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to the Bozena Lacina, Town-
ship Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 on or before
Monday April 7, 2014.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of ten
thousand dollars ($10,000), must be sub-
mitted with the bid guaranteeing that if a
contract is awarded, the bidder shall ex-
ecute the contract. Bidders must also sub-
mit a Consent of Surety with the bid, wherein
the Surety agrees to furnish a performance
bond if the Bidder is awarded the contract.

The successful bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in a sum
equal to one hundred per cent (100%) of
the full amount of the contract. Such Per-
formance Bond must be furnished by the
successful bidder simultaneously with the
delivery of the executed contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“LOADING, HAULING & DISPOSAL
OF VEGETATIVE WASTE - 2014”

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Jerry Giaimis
Township Manager

Carlos Luaces
Director of Public Works
1 T - 3/27/14, The Times Fee: $62.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 14-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ARTICLE XII (COMMUTER
PARKING) OF CHAPTER 21
(TRAFFIC AND PARKING) OF
THE REVISED ORDINANCES
OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, 1974, TO ESTAB-
LISH A COMMUTER PARK-
ING AREA AT JOHN F.
KENNEDY PLAZA AND TO
ESTABLISH REGULATIONS
THEREFOR.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
14-04, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2014

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood

1 T - 3/27/14, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on April 23, 2014
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 136 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
16 Lot 2,  as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Oscar Lasluisa and Claudia
Diaz.

The applicant requests to construct a
new second floor addition over the existing
footprint of the existing first floor which is in
violation of:

Section 184-115(E5) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
sideyard setback; Permitted: 10 feet;
Present: 7.63 feet; Proposed: 7.63 feet.

Section 184-115 (E1) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Lot
Area; Permitted: 7,500 square feet;
Present: 7,450 square feet; Proposed:
7,450 square feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Claudia Diaz

136 North Martine Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 3/27/14, The Times Fee: $39.78

Outstanding Intermediate
Teacher Nominations Due

WESTFIELD —  The Optimist
Club of Westfield has announced that
the deadline for receipt of nomina-
tions for the 17th annual Intermedi-
ate School Outstanding Teacher
Award is Tuesday, April 22. Two in-
termediate school teachers – one from
Edison and one from Roosevelt In-
termediate Schools – will be chosen
to receive the award on Wednesday,
May 14, at an Optimist dinner, and
will be honored at a Westfield Board
of Education meeting in June.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth. The nominee must be
a full-time teacher in the Westfield
Public Schools in grades 6-8 for a
minimum of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination let-
ters to: Outstanding Teacher Award
Committee of the Optimist Club of
Westfield, c/o Office of the Superin-
tendent, Westfield Public Schools,
302 Elm Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
Letters can also be e-mailed to
optiaward@westfieldnjk12.org.

According to Dr. Margaret Dolan,
Superintendent of Schools, “The Out-
standing Teacher Award gives de-
serving credit to our intermediate
school teachers who provide an edu-
cationally stimulating and support-
ing environment during the critical
stage of adolescence.”

The Optimist Club of Westfield
also supports the schools and chil-
dren through Project Graduation, the
Freshmen Service Project, Oratori-
cal Contest, Hands-on Science, the
Congressional Seminar and Global
Environment Scholarships and as a
co-sponsor for the Halloween

Haunted House.
Previous winners of the award

from Edison include: Debbie Ann
Vezos, Kristi Houghtaling, Kristine
Smith-Morasso, Michael Altman,
Marni Kirschenbaum, Alexandra
Boutsikaris, David Greer, Teresa
Squillace, Kathleen Zippler, Janice
Sheridan, Robert Hild, Gloria White-
James, Nancy Rygiel, David
Shapiro, Walter Buda and Robert
Sanders.

Roosevelt teachers who have been
honored with the Optimist award in-
clude: Pamela Friedman, Stephanie
Kwiatkowski, Laura Segedin, Denis
McMorrow, Marc Biunno, Dona
Panagos, Jeffrey Robbins, Glen Kurz,
Elizabeth Scheuerer, Linda Vail,
Karen Lust, Jack Martin, Wendy
Masteller, Thomas Reynolds, Walter
Buda, Lynne Gerber and Frank Nolde.

David B. Corbin (January 2014 UCT files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER ON THE VERGE OF 100 CAREER WINS...Raider junior Brian Lapham, front, is expected to grab his 100th
career victory early next season.

LOST RINGS, CASH REWARD

Lost engagement ring and
wedding band at 5:00 PM on
Saturday, March 22 in the parking
lot of the 7-Eleven on Mountain
Ave. in Mountainside.
Please call Mike at
(732) 809-7334 with any
information. No questions asked.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

Matthew Burke
Fine Interior Painting &

Professional Paperhanging
20 years experience
excellent references

(908) 753-2516 & (908) 405-7514

PAINTING / PAPERHANGING

WESTFIELD AREA RENTAL

TOWNHOUSE 3 BR 1 1/2 BA,
FR W/FP, LOFT, WA & DY,
POOL TENNIS, GATED COM-
MUNITY. $3300/MO. AVAIL
JUNE 30. OWNER NJLREA.

CALL (908) 581-2803

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

(Linden, NJ): Design foundations,
reinforced concrete, steel, ma-
sonry & timber structures of build-
ings. Perform 3-D modeling &
structural analysis; prepare struc-
tural drawings, engineering plans,
specifications & layouts. Req.: MS/
equiv in Civil/Structural Engineer-
ing with 6 months of exp. EIT
license. Send resume to LMW
Engineering Group, LLC., 2539
Brunswick Ave., Linden, NJ 07036

ESTATE SALE

Furniture, many houseware
items, paintings, and lots more !!

Don't miss out
1703 Boynton Ave, Westfield
Fri 3/28 5pm - 9pm, Sat 3/29
9am - 6pm, Sun 3/30 9am - 4pm.

FURNISHED ROOM NEEDED

Female retiree living in Florida
seeks furnished room or
apartment for Summer months.
Clean, quiet, great references.

(941) 966-1856

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 14-03-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on March 18, 2014.  Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk's Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, NJ between the hours of 8 am to
4 pm, Monday through Friday.

This Ordinance amends Section 252-1
and 252-2 of the Fanwood Borough Code
relating to Solid Waste Collection District
No.1.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on April 15, 2014, at
7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/27/14, The Times Fee: $20.40

Probitas Verus Honos

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings May 7th,

evenings April 23rd.
CHHA, classes start
evenings April 21st.

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends April 27th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Gallery U Holds Exhibit For
Contemporary Art Group

WESTFIELD —  Gallery U in
Westfield will hold a special exhibi-
tion of artwork by members of the
Contemporary Art Group. An open-
ing reception will be held on Thurs-
day, April 3, from 6-8 p.m.

Artwork will be exhibited through
Monday, April 28. Participating art-
ists include Francesca Azzara,
Millicent Brody, J. Cabanos, Vir-
ginia Carroll, Paul Federico,
Maryann Ficker, Maxine King,
Donald Kuhn, Linda Lam, Eduardo
Lara, Thomas Perri, Renee Post,
Linnea Rhodes, Bob Sharen, Dor-
othy Siclare, Cecily Sullivan, Bar-
bara Uhr, Rosalia Verdun, Kerrie
Ann Wandlass and Gail Winbury.

Contemporary Art Group (CAG)
begun as a special interest group
within the Westfield Art Associa-
tion, the Contemporary Art Group
re-defined “contemporary” to mean
“alive and currently producing art.”
The CAG is a collegial organization
of working artists who meet on a
regular basis to advance their art
interests. They are a supportive group
where there is mutual respect among
members, where members share
ideas, provide information about
exhibit opportunities, and describe
their own artistic development.

Gallery U Boutique is an exten-
sion of Universal Institute, a reha-
bilitation facility that services adults
with traumatic brain injuries (TBI).
The venue serves as a vocational
training program whose goal is to
introduce people with TBI back into
the work force and community.

Wildlife Photography Contest
Open to Youth and Adults

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Recreation have announced the 2014
Wildlife Photography Contest at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside. Amateur photog-
raphers, ages 6 through adult, are
invited to enter their original photo-
graphs of wild animals in their natu-
ral habitat.

Individuals may enter a maximum
of two photographs, but only images
of wildlife species native to the United
States are eligible for submission.
Images of exotic wildlife, pets or
domestic animals will not be consid-
ered. Entries must be un-matted, un-
framed, five-inch by seven-inch,
black-and-white or color prints. En-
tries must be received or postmarked
no later than Friday, April 11.

“Wild animals are challenging
photographic subjects and the Wild-
life Photography Contest is a great
opportunity for people of all ages to
put their skills to the test and attempt
to capture animals in their natural
habitat,” said Freeholder Chairman
Christopher Hudak.

Photographs entered into the Wild-
life Photography Contest will be
judged by local, professional pho-
tographers. Prizes will be awarded

in each of three age groups: 6 to 11
years, 12 to 17, and 18 and older,
based on originality, composition,
technical excellence and artistic
merit.

Winners will be announced on
Sunday, April 27, during Trailside’s
Wild Earth Fest. All photographs
will be displayed at Trailside’s Visi-
tor Center through May 23.

The winners of last year’s Wild-
life Photography Contest included
Warren Lynaugh of Kenilworth in
the 6- to 11-year-old category for
his photo of a northern flicker; Jes-
sica Lieder of Union in the 12- to 17-
year-old category for her Cooper’s
hawk photo; and Barbara
Frankenfield of Hillsborough in the
18-and-older category for her photo
of a red fox kit.

To obtain a brochure with the com-
plete rules and an entry form for the
Wildlife Photography Contest, call
Trailside at (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Clients at Universal Institute take
part in all aspects of running Gallery
U Boutique. Vocational, occupa-
tional and cognitive therapies are
conducted in the back workrooms.
Working at Gallery U Boutique pro-
vides an opportunity for adults with
TBI to rejoin the workforce, engage
with the community, learn new skills,
and experience the transformative
power of art through exposure to ex-
isting art and creation of their own
artwork.

Additional information about Con-
temporary Art Group may be found at
www.contemporaryartgroup.org. Ad-
ditional information about Gallery U
Boutique may be found at gallery-
u.blogspot.com.

By Maxine King

CONTEMPORARY ART...Gallery U in Westfield will hold a special exhibition
of artwork by members of the Contemporary Art Group. An opening reception
will be held on Thursday, April 3, from 6-8 p.m. Artwork by J. Cabanos, above,
will be on display.

CONTACT We Care Lauds
Veteran and New Volunteers
WESTFIELD — Suicide preven-

tion and crisis intervention hotline
CONTACT We Care recently wel-
comed in its newest class of volun-
teer listeners and texters while also
honoring veteran volunteers who have
made exceptional contributions to the
organization and its callers.

CONTACT We Care each month
responds to more than 1,400 calls and
texts from people in crisis and relies
on more than 200 trained volunteers
to provide an empathetic ear to help
them see they have options, according
to Joanne Oppelt, executive director.

“Our volunteers are our lifeblood,”
she said. “They give so much of them-
selves to help people in crisis. Re-
search shows a decrease in feelings
of emotional distress and suicide both
during and following calls to crisis
hotlines, and our volunteers provide
our callers with truly heartfelt sup-
port. They save lives.”

According to Ms. Oppelt, the work
and commitment of CONTACT’s vol-
unteers also has enabled the hotline to
increase the number of calls and texts
it handled by 32 percent in 2013,
extend its texting marketing campaign
into 45 schools and four non-profits
serving youth, open a new listening
hub in Morristown and add Mental
Health First Aid to its training arsenal.

The annual dinner, held this year
on March 6 at The Westwood in
Garwood, is a way CONTACT’s staff
and board thank their volunteers and
welcome new ones, Ms. Oppelt said.
During last month’s event, the hotline
welcomed 23 new volunteers who in
the past year completed 60 hours of
training and mentorship under a vet-
eran volunteer and now take calls on
their own.

CONTACT also recognized vol-
unteer Bob John of Westfield with
the Ellen Anthony Award, given to a

volunteer who embodies enthusiasm
and dedication and participates in a
wide variety of agency activities. He
has been a volunteer with CONTACT
since 2007.

“I have always appreciated people
in my life who have been there for me
when I have gone through some rough
patches,” Mr. John said. “I recognized
how important it is to have someone to
speak to and I realized there are people
who don’t have someone like I did. I
wanted to help those people so they
have someplace to turn.”

CONTACT additionally honored
Laurie Feinberg of Westfield with the
Caring and Sharing Award, presented
to a volunteer who has gone over and
beyond expectations. She has been a
volunteer with CONTACT since 2009.

“I am not here to change the world,”
Ms. Feinberg said. “I am changing
the world because I am here listening
to one caller at a time.”

Anyone interested in becoming a
volunteer listener or texter at CON-
TACT We Care should contact Sue
Fasano, director of programs at the
hotline, at (908) 301-1899 or
sue.fasano@contactwecare.org.

People who might think about vol-
unteering to be a listener but are
unsure of their ability to handle such
a responsibility should not be con-
cerned, according to Ms. Fasano.
Volunteers attend 60 hours of train-
ing and then are teamed with an ex-
perienced listener before taking calls
solo, she said.

CONTACT We Care serves Cen-
tral and Northern New Jersey and is
a primary responder to calls to the
national suicide prevention line (1-
800-273-TALK or 1-800-SUICIDE)
that originate in New Jersey. Callers
also reach CONTACT by dialing
(908) 232-2880 or texting “CWC”
to 839863.

Liberty Hall Museum to
Reopen with Travel Exhibit

Courtesy of Liberty Hall Museum
BUNNY HOP… Liberty Hall’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place on
Saturday, April 19.

UNION – Liberty Hall Museum
will debut its new ongoing exhibit,
“Bon Voyage! 200 Years of Luxury
Travel,” when public tours resume
Tuesday, April 1. The exhibit, which
incorporates personal diaries and let-
ters from the museum’s extensive
collection of Livingston and Kean
family documents, runs through
Thursday, November 20.

“We are excited to once again open
the museum to the public with a brand
new exhibit, Bon Voyage! 200 Years
of Luxury Travel,” said Bill Schroh,
Jr., Director of Museum Operations.
“This exhibit tells the stories of five
different trips the Livingston and
Kean families took between 1780
and 1950. Visitors will be amazed at
the objects brought back from around
the country and the world.”

Also returning in April is Liberty
Hall’s signature Afternoon Tea se-
ries, offered the second and fourth
Wednesday of every month (April 9
and 23) from 2 – 4 p.m.

In the grand tradition of Mary Alice
Kean, the last resident of Liberty
Hall, the museum invites guests to
enjoy an exquisite traditional tea ser-
vice featuring a selection of scones,
assorted pastries, traditional finger
sandwiches, and the freshest of fruit.
Tea concludes with an intimate guided
tour of the museum’s new ongoing

exhibit, Bon Voyage! 200 Years of
Luxury Travel. Admission is $40,
and reservations are required by call-
ing (908) 527-0400 or emailing
libertyhall@kean.edu.

Younger fans of the museum may
enjoy “The Girls of Liberty Hall: An
Afternoon Tea in Paris” (Saturday,
April 5, 1 – 3 p.m.), a children’s tea
modeled after Liberty Hall’s After-
noon Tea for adults. Guests attending
will be treated to an afternoon of
croissants, finger sandwiches, petit
fours, lemonade and iced tea on real
china while watching a fashion show
of reproduction children’s clothing
evoking the runways of Paris. Rec-
ommended for children ages 6 – 12,

The Girls of Liberty Hall will also
feature a dress up and play tent. The
cost is $28 for children and $25 for
adults, with reservations required by
Saturday, March 29.

Liberty Hall’s ever-popular Annual
Easter Egg Hunt takes place Satur-
day, April 19. The museum antici-
pates a robust turnout, and will again
offer two sessions: 10 – 11:30 a.m.
and Noon – 1:30 p.m.

“The Easter Bunny is looking for-
ward to once again seeing all of the
kids enjoying the grounds and gar-
dens of Liberty Hall during our An-
nual Easter Egg Hunt,” said Schroh,
who encouraged families interested
in participating to reserve before April
12 to ensure availability. Each $10
ticket admits one child and one adult;
all additional adults are $5.

Liberty Hall Museum at Kean Uni-
versity chronicles more than 240
years of American history. The mu-
seum also houses extensive collec-
tions of furniture, ceramics, textiles,
toys and tools owned by seven gen-
erations of the Livingston and Kean
families. The Firehouse Museum,
built in 2004, houses three antique
fire engines, including a rare 1911
American LaFrance Metropolitan
Steam Engine. Liberty Hall Museum,
located at 1003 Morris Avenue in
Union, resumes public tours on Tues-
day, April 1.

For reservations and further infor-
mation, call (908) 527-0400, e-mail
libertyhall@kean.edu or visit
www.kean.edu/libertyhall.

BAR METHOD…The Bar Method has arrived in downtown Westfield. This very
popular, one-hour barre based workout is located at 105 Elm Street, on the
second floor. The Bar Method is a full body workout that focuses on muscle
isolation to quickly shape and tone the body. The studio offers on-site childcare
for morning classes. There is also a locker room with shower, towels and toiletries.
The studio is open seven days a week and offers early morning as well as nighttime
classes. Go to westfield.barmethod.com for the class schedule and to sign up for
classes. Single classes can be purchased as well as packages.

WHAT???…Students at Westfield’s McKinley Elementary School took the stage
in the recent Kapers musical production of “?,” a story that explored the
importance of asking questions and learning through the process of discovery,
reflecting this year’s school theme of “McKinley School...Where We Grow Our
Hearts and Our Minds.” The cast included 140 third, fourth and fifth-graders,
as well as 40 adults comprised of McKinley parents, teachers and Principal Marc
Biunno. The show was written, directed, and choreographed by McKinley
parents Jackie Weiner and Jenny Tananbaum. Pictured, fourth-grade boys
perform the musical number “Who Are You?” Pictured, left to right, are: Max
Owens, Jackson Shurman, Ethan Weinberg, Fabrizio Bardi, Nate Oberstein,
Sam Wexler and Ronan Fowler.

WESTFIELD – Tamaques Elemen-
tary School held its 4th Annual Read-
ing Marathon last week, with stu-
dents reading over 150,000 minutes
in eight days and raising almost
$9,000 for their school library and
local charities, more than doubling
initial fundraising goals.

Organized by Tamaques volunteers
Barbara Wellnitz and Marcy Lechner,
the Reading Marathon is based upon
students logging reading hours for eight
days and collecting pledges for reading
time. Students are driven to read through
class contests and rewards for most

minutes read. An evening PJ Story
Time in which Tamaques staff reads to
students (all clad in pajamas) and a
school-wide assembly featuring a ma-
gician/ventriloquist and a Tamaques-
themed Mad Lib read by Principal
Mike Cullen are highlights of the Read-
ing Marathon. Winning readers and
fundraisers were awarded an additional
special assembly.

Imagine, The Birthday Box, and
the Plainfield YMCA (for emergency
housing and aftercare programs) were
the local organizations that received
a portion of the funds raised.

READING MARATHON…Tamaques Elementary School held its 4th Annual
Reading Marathon last week, with students reading over 150,000 minutes in eight
days and raising almost $9,000 for their school library and local charities. A special
assembly with magician John Carlson reinforced the “Reading is Magical” theme.

Tamaques Reading Marathon Huge Success

Author Nancy Plain to Be
Hadassah Guest Speaker

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold a gen-
eral meeting on Monday, April 7, at
noon at Temple Emanu-El, located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

The guest speaker will be Nancy Plain
Goldfeder, the daughter of author Belva
Plain, who herself is an award-winning
author who writes under her maiden
name, Nancy Plain. She writes histories
and biographies for young people.

Ms. Plain has written on topics
ranging from medieval England to
French Impressionism, but most of
her books are set in the American
West. They include biographies of
the artists Frederic Remington and
Charles Russell and the Indian leader,
Chief Joseph. Her latest book, “Light

on the Prairie,” is about the photog-
rapher Solomon Butcher, who pho-
tographed the pioneers on the Great
Plains. It is published by the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Press and has won
four awards. Ms. Plain has finished
her 11th book, which is about the
bird artist John James Audubon. It
will be published in 2015 by the
University of Nebraska Press.

Ms. Plain will talk about the influ-
ence on her career of her famous
mother and how she goes about writ-
ing her own bestsellers. The public
is welcome to attend. Attendees are
asked to bring their own lunch; cof-
fee, tea and dessert will be served.
For additional information, call Roni
Epstein at (908) 654-5508.

CONGRATULATIONS…Winners and participating students in the 2014 Union
County PTA Reflections Art Program were recently recognized. Pictured, left to
right, are: Media Specialist and Program Liaison Robin Stayvas, TV-Arts Teacher
Ray Moskal,; Katherine DePaola; Katherine Keiser; Thomas Bara; PTA President
Gina Giacona, Erin Mecca, Paige Crandall; Alaina Frank and Teacher and Program
Liaison Elena Podgorny. Not pictured are Jared Figueroa and Tayonna Lee.

SPFHS Students Recognized for Art Program
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -

On March 12, the Scotch Plains Fan-
wood High School (SPFHS) students
who participated in the National PTA
Reflections Art Program were recog-
nized by the high school. The Reflec-
tions Art Program is designed to en-
hance the quality of in-school arts
education by providing an additional
opportunity for students in K-12 to
express themselves and receive posi-
tive recognition for their artistic ef-

forts by challenging them to create
art inspired by an annual “theme.”

This year’s theme was “Dream,
Believe, Inspire.” There are six art
form categories including Dance/
Choreography, Writing/Literature,
Photography, Video/Film Production,
Music Composition and Visual Art.
For the 2013-14 program year, SPFHS
had nine submissions, five of which
moved up from the county level to
the state level for judging.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education on March 18 adopted
the Tentative 2014-2015 School Bud-
get for submission to the County De-
partment of Education.

The communities of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood are invited to learn
about the 2014-2015 proposed school
budget. There will be two informa-
tion sessions on the budget. The first
session will take place on Wednes-
day, March 26, at 9 a.m. at the PTA
Council meeting. This information
session is open to the public and will
be held at the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education Office lo-
cated on Evergreen Avenue and Ce-
dar Street.

The second presentation will also
be held at the Scotch Plains Fanwood

Board of Education Office on Mon-
day, April 7, at 7:30 p.m.

There will not be a public vote on
the school budget pursuant to Public
Law 2011.

Join School Superintendent Dr.
Margaret Hayes and members of the
Board of Education to hear the pro-
posals that will highlight the district’s
operating budget, including enroll-
ment and staffing needs, educational
initiatives supported by the budget,
facilities projects and the tax impact
of the 2014-2015 school budget. A
copy of the budget presentation is
available at www.spfk12.org.

The Board of Education will meet
on Thursday, April 24, at 8 p.m. for
the final Public Hearing on the 2014-
2015 proposed school budget and
budget adoption.

Public Invited to Learn About
SP-F Proposed School Budget

1st N.J. Regiment
Plans Reenactment

ELIZABETH — Members of the
public are invited to join Colonel
Matthias Ogden’s 1st New Jersey
Regiment, a living history reenact-
ment organization, as they encamp
and train on the grounds of the First
Presbyterian Church, located at 42
Broad Street in Elizabeth.

The program will take place this
Saturday, March 29. Encampment
will open to the public at 11 a.m. and
close at 4 p.m. Visitors will learn
about 18th-century life through dem-
onstrations and discussions; honor
Colonel Ogden at a memorial service
at his final resting place, and see the
newly restored 1599 Bible belonging
to John Ogden.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Probitas Verus Honos
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DEAR EDWINA…Cranford Dramatic Company (CDC) Theatre Children’s
Production of Dear Edwina will be performed for one weekend only on Friday,
April 11, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, April 12, at noon, and 3 p.m. Thirteen-year-
old Edwina Spoonapple and her friends solve the world’s problems with laughter
and music while teaching us to “Sing Your Own Song.” CDC Theatre is located
at 78 Winans Avenue, Cranford. For tickets and information call (908)-726-7111
or visit www.cdctheatre.org.

CHESS, ANYONE?…Berkeley Light Opera Company will present the rock
opera Chess The Musical at the Wharton Music Center Fridays and Saturdays at
8 p.m. and Sundays at 7 p.m. from March 28 – April 6. Tickets are $25 and can
be bought online at bloc.ticketleap.com. A portion of the proceeds will go to
benefit the Wharton Music Center, a non-profit music organization.

Cline/Cuestas Duo in Concert
At Watchung Arts Center

‘Outsider Art’ Exhibit
Announced for April 6

OUTSIDER ART…The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, along with Outsider
Artists.net, will present “Outsider Art” show on Sunday, April 6, from 4 to 6 p.m.
An exhibition of folk, primitive, naive and visionary art opens Sunday, April 6,
from 4 – 6 p.m. at 152 East Broad Street in Westfield. On display will be “Three
Dogs”, by Sari Azaria, above.

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), along
with Outsider Artists.net, will present
Westfield’s premier “Outsider Art”
show on Sunday, April 6, from 4 to 6
p.m. at NJWA located at 152 East
Broad Street, Westfield.

The show is open to anyone and
admission is free. During the after-
noon, guests are invited to enjoy music
while viewing colorful original art
by new and emerging folk and naïve
self-taught artists. New Jersey’s piano
man, Paul Salomone, will play the pi-
ano and visitors are invited to enjoy
refreshments by Trader Joe’s.

The big Outsider Art fair hits New
York City in May. Museums and art
shows across the country and around
the world now show Outsider Art along-
side traditional artists. Now Westfield
is proud to announce its first Outsider
Art exhibition.

Outsider Art is a term first used in
1972 by art critic Roger Cardinal to

describe “self-taught artists” who are
able to break artistic boundaries be-
cause they live and work far outside
urban mainstream art centers.

Much of the work shown at this
exhibit has been created by artists lo-
cated in rural areas of the United States.
There are also pieces from Canada,
France, Spain, Israel, and Poland.

These artists are not bound by con-
vention so there should be some sur-
prises.

The show is being presented by col-
lectors Barbara Brown and Patricia
Wadsley of Outsider Artists.net.

The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts is located at 152 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey. The NJ Work-
shop for the Arts is a non profit, 501(C)3,
arts education organization established
in 1972.

For additional information please
contact Barbara Brown or Patricia
Wadsley at (845)605-2048 and at
info@outsiderartists.net.

Playwriting Residency for
Senior Citizens Announced

Fearless Productions to
Present The Scene

RAHWAY – Fearless Productions
will kick off its production of The
Scene on Friday, April 4. The Scene is
a provocative comedy about the pit-
falls and shallowness of the enter-
tainment industry, an industry where
who you know and what party you
attend is most important.

The story focuses on Charlie, an
out-of-work actor, his successful TV
producer wife, Stella, and his friend,
Lewis. When pretty and ambitious
Clea enters the scene, she first dates
Lewis and then moves on to Charlie.
When Clea and Charlie’s heated af-
fair eventually ends, Charlie is left
broke and emotionally and spiritu-
ally adrift.

The production stars Bram Akcay
of Bloomfield, Kristina Hernandez
of Westfield, Gus Ibranyi of
Bloomfield, and Lynn Langone of
Cranford.

“Theresa Rebeck’s writing creates
a playground of emotions and hilar-
ity that makes it easy to get swept
away in a riveting story about life’s
struggles to which anyone can re-
late,” says director Dave Duncan.

Box Office Information and Online
Ticketing

Performances are April 4, 5, 11, 12
at 8 p.m. and April 6, 13 at 1 p.m. at
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter in The Loft located at 1601 Irving
Street Rahway. Tickets are $25 and
can be purchased by calling (908)
499-8226 or on-line at
www.ticketmaster.com.

WATCHUNG – The Watchung Arts
Center will present The Cline/Cues-
tas Duo in concert, as part of its
“Classicals at the Circle” series, on
Saturday, April 5, at 8 p.m. Jenny
Cline, flutist, and Carlos Cuestas,
guitarist, will perform a program fea-
turing music of the 19th, 20th, and
21st centuries, with works by com-
posers from Argentina, Italy, Spain,
France, and the U.S. With music from
a variety of composers, nationalities
and styles, the program will include
something to please many musical
tastes.

This concert will include the world
premiere of “Silkworms,” a work
written for the duo by Gary Schocker,
renowned flutist and composer. Also
on the program will be the Gran
Duetto Concertante, Op. 85, by
Mauro Giuliani, a classical composer
and a contemporary of Beethoven,
who was widely considered to be one
of the most outstanding guitar vir-
tuosi of his day. Ms. Cline and Mr.
Cuestas will perform Astor
Piazzolla’s Libertango, as well as the
Suite Buenos Aires by another
Argentinean composer, Máximo Di-
ego Pujol. The Quatre Facettes (Four
Facets) by 20th Century French com-
poser Jean-Michel Damase, the blue-
grass-inspired “Cindy” from Moun-
tain Songs by American composer
Robert Beaser, and the Andaluza from
Enrique Granados’ Danzas Españolas
will round out the program.

Following the concert, there will
be a dessert reception and an oppor-
tunity to meet the artists.

Jenny Cline, a Westfield resident,
is a flourishing orchestral flutist and
chamber musician whose teachers
include Mary Ann Archer, Walfrid
Kujala, and Gary Schocker. She is
the principal flutist of the Monmouth
Symphony, and performs regularly
as a flutist and piccoloist with several
other orchestras around the state. She
has performed with the Uptown
Flutes, toured Europe with the Met-
ropolitan Flute Orchestra, and was a
member of the 2013 National Flute
Association Professional Flute Choir.
Her woodwind quintet, the
Monmouth Winds, has a busy con-
cert schedule. They have been ac-

tively commissioning new works to
expand the repertoire, by composers
Daniel Dorff, Laurence Dresner, Eric
Ewazen, Gary Schocker, Jeff Scott,
and David Evan Thomas, and the
quintet premiered two pieces at the
2013 NFA convention in New Or-
leans last August. She has been on the
faculty of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts since 1996, and her flute
students regularly achieve honors at
the local, regional, state, and national
level.

Guitarist Carlos Cuestas is an ac-
tive performer and teacher based in
the NYC area, whose major teachers
and influences have been Michael
Lorimer, Lars Frandsen, and Jorge
Caballero. Born in Colombia, Carlos
started his guitar studies with re-
nowned guitarist and composer Gentil
Montaña. He received his Bachelor’s
of Music from Nyack College, and
his Master’s Degree in Performance
Practice from Brooklyn College. His
interest in music history and the way
music was performed in past eras has
led him to expand his skills on differ-
ent kinds of guitars and to explore
their repertoires. Carlos’s engage-
ments include performing solo recit-
als, improvising in the style of the
nineteenth century, and taking part in
continuo sections of baroque orches-
tras, taking him to such venues as
Avery Fisher Hall, Whitman Hall
(Brooklyn, NY), Cornish College
(Seattle), Hollywood Fringe Festival
(Los Angeles), and Teatro Colón
(Bogotá, Colombia). He is a member
of the music faculty at Nyack Col-
lege, where he teaches guitar.

Tickets are $16 in advance, $20
($18 WAC members, $10 students) at
the door. Tickets may be purchased
online at
watchungartscenter.eventbrite.com.
To obtain more information about
upcoming performances, classes and
workshops or monthly art exhibi-
tions, please visit WatchungArts.org
or call (908) 753-0190.

The Watchung Arts Center, located
at 18 Stirling Road in Watchung on
the Watchung Circle, is a multi-disci-
plinary performing arts facility serv-
ing Watchung, the surrounding com-
munities, and the Tri-State Area.

UNION – Premiere Stages, the
professional theatre company in resi-
dence at Kean University, has an-
nounced its first playwriting resi-
dency for senior citizens, funded by
The Westfield Foundation. This is
the third Premiere Stages pilot pro-
gram The Westfield Foundation has
funded, having provided previous
support for the launch of the now
successful Camp Premiere for high
school students, as well as for the
launch of Liberty Live, which is
entering its third year.

Premiere Stages began an eight
week in-house playwriting residency
for residents of Sunrise of Westfield.
The residency, modeled after
Premiere’s successful Play Factory
program for K-12 students, will in-
corporate professional teaching art-
ists and actors to create original
works for the stage.

Activities and Volunteer Coordi-
nator Christine Harris is the founder
of a weekly drama club at Sunrise of
Westfield, and hopes the club has
been successful in raising residents’
awareness and appreciation for the-
atre in preparation for the residency.
Ms. Harris arranged a field trip for
residents to Premiere Stages’ reading
of the 2013-2014 Liberty Live
Project, James Christy’s At Liberty
Hall, last fall, and is convinced the
residency will align well with
Sunrise’s own philosophy, which is
to champion the quality of life for all
seniors and to bring joy to residents
each day.

Premiere Stages’ senior residen-
cies are designed to provide artistic
engagement and stimulation to se-
niors while helping to document and
preserve family histories and memo-
ries through dramatic storytelling and
narratives. The senior residencies
provide structured theatre exercises,
bolster self-esteem, improve vital
creative thinking, and encourage
and celebrate the accomplishments
of participating seniors. The Sun-
rise of Westfield residency will cul-
minate in a showcase of living histo-
ries produced by Premiere Stages
using Kean students and professional
actors and presented for Sunrise resi-
dents, family, and friends on Wednes-
day, May 7, at 7 p.m. Seniors and
family members will also be pro-

vided with printed copies of the plays.
John Wooten, the Producing Artistic
Director of Premiere Stages, will lead
the residency.

Premiere Stages is also made pos-
sible in part through funding from
The New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, The Shubert Foundation, The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The
Northfield Bank Foundation, The
Westfield Foundation, The New Jer-
sey Historical Commission, The
Provident Bank Foundation, The
Hudson City Savings Bank Founda-
tion, Union County HEART Grants,
The Hyde and Watson Foundation,
The Union Foundation, E.J.
Grassmann Trust, The New Jersey
Theatre Alliance and through the
generous support of individual pa-
trons. Discover Jersey Arts is our
marketing partner.

Premiere Stages offers affordable
prices, air-conditioned facilities and
free parking close to the theatre. Pre-
miere Stages also provides free or
discounted tickets to patrons with
disabilities. All Premiere Stages fa-
cilities are fully accessible spaces,
and companion seating is available
for patrons with disabilities.
Assistive listening devices and large
print programs are available at all
times; publications in alternate for-
mats are available with advanced
notice. Call (908) 737-4092 for a
list of sign-interpreted, audio-de-
scribed or open-captioned perfor-
mances. For more information, visit
Premiere Stages online at
www.kean.edu/premierestages.

Last Chance to See
WCP’s Butterflies

WESTFIELD – One weekend left
to enjoy the funny, crowd-pleasing
comedy, Butterflies are Free, at the
Westfield Community Players
(WCP).

It is the late 1960s in a threadbare
Manhattan apartment down on East
11th Street. A young blind aspiring
musician is trying to escape his over-
protective mother from Scarsdale.
Enter a kooky next door neighbor
who is a free-spirited hippie deter-
mined to be an actress. The action
goes into overdrive with hilarious
and touching results.

Tickets for Friday, March 28, and
Saturday, March 29, are $20 and can
be reserved by calling (908) 232-
1221. WCP is located at 1000 North
Avenue, Westfield.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Photo courtesy of Dr. Chung Kun Shih
LOUIS ARMSTRONG AWARD…Dr. Ted Schlosberg, Founder and Executive
Director of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), presents the Louis
Armstrong Award to Florian Schantz for his outstanding accomplishments in
jazz performance on trumpet, cornet, flugelhorn and bass trumpet. The presen-
tation took place at Shanghai Jazz in Madison, where the Florian Schantz Jazz
Combo and Watson played to a sell-out crowd at the NJWA Gala Celebration and
Dinner on March 16. For more information regarding the NJWA, visit their
studios at 150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield, phone (908) 789-9696 or log on
to www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

NJWA Announces
Violin Festival

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Music Studio
(NJWA) is sponsoring its first Vio-
lin Festival to be held at Redeemer
Lutheran Church, 229
Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield, on
Tuesday, April 8, from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m.

The Festival will include violin
solo performances by students from
the NJWA Music Studio, as well as
those from Sundance School in
North Plainfield. It is also open to
other violin students from the area
who may wish to participate.

During the evening, students will
be evaluated and receive a perfor-
mance response form illustrating
their strengths and areas in need of
improvement. A certificate ac-
knowledging participation will be
given to each performer.

Violinists who wish to partici-
pate must register by contacting the
NJWA.

The event is free and open to the
public; however, a free will dona-
tion to the Scholarship Fund of the
NJWA, a 501 (c) 3 non-profit orga-
nization, will be gratefully accepted.

For more information, call (908)
789-9696, visit the NJWA studios
at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

“The Grand Budapest Hotel”
Strictly 1st Class

3 & ½ popcorns 

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 

Reading some incredible back-
ground on Stefan Zweig (1881-
1942), the Viennese author credited
with inspiring director Wes
Anderson’s creative, lunatical and
intelligent “The Grand Budapest
Hotel,” I was for a second skeptical.
Did Anderson slip this bio into
Wikipedia? You see, I had just been
happily immersed in the auteur’s
wildly imaginative, multi-pronged
satire, and wondered if I were still in
the grips of his artistic spoofery.

If you’ve become enamored of
Mr. Anderson’s works (“The Royal
Tenenbaums”- 2001) and await each
new creation with anticipation, this
latest offering from the Dr. Seuss of
haute cinema for adults will not dis-
appoint. It winningly recounts the
fast friendship that evolves between
Ralph Fiennes’s Gustave H., con-
cierge extraordinaire at the title ho-
tel, and the lobby boy, Zero Moustafa
(Tony Revolori), he takes under his
wing. Madcap adventure and in-
trigue team with a historically astute
parody of politics and government.

Welcome to Europe between the
wars…specifically, an enchanting
yet haunting, mythologized Eastern
Europe, dripping with the grandeur
of yesteryear’s titles and wealth.
There, catering to the whims, deca-
dence, power and frailties of those
stuck in their gilded time capsules,
Monsieur Gustave keeps alive an
era that was gone long before his
birth. More than his raison d’etre, it
is the be all, end all…a profound
dedication to an ideal, the purpose
of which is wonderfully beside the
point.

It only figures that he’d like his
life’s work and legacy to endure. So,
when the extremely capable young
Zero presents himself as a willing
pupil, the mentor-prodigy relation-
ship begins to flower. And when it is
tossed into a dramatic crucible of
multifarious challenges, it grows into
a camaraderie of Kiplingesque pro-
portions.

The first imbroglio, seemingly in-
nocent at first, occurs when a wealthy
dowager (Tilda Swinton), quite fond
of M. Gustave, passes on and be-
queaths him a virtually priceless
painting. This doesn’t sit well with
those jealous and greedy powers that
be, and before long, suspected of the
old girl’s murder, the concierge and
his lobby boy are on the lam. On
their tail are the authorities, as well
as Dmitri (Adrien Brody), the scur-
rilous son of the deceased, aided by
dastardly Jopling (Willem Dafoe),
his blackguardly confederate.

Just to complicate matters and pro-
vide venue and landscape for what
is probably Mr. Anderson’s most
profound commentary, the master
and his disciple also must try to
sidestep the stirrings of
war…soldiers amassing on borders,
trains being stopped…that sort of
stuff. Eerily ironic, at this writing
the filmmaker’s thoughts about the

swagger, whim and brutalism nation
states engage in is regrettably being
validated in the Ukraine.

Picking up where Chaplin left off
in “The Great Dictator” (1940),
Anderson earns a mention in the
same breath, fashioning keen jibes,
diatribes and lamentations about a
world political consciousness that
has advanced only its canniness since
Biblical times. Whereas the Little
Tramp’s Nazi look-a-likes used a
dual-X insignia to mock the swas-
tika, Anderson goes with a light-
ning bolt logo, a la storm troopers.
We get the gist.
In any case, the chase is on as our
intrepid protagonists must traverse
the countryside to preserve life and
limb while also attempting to exon-
erate themselves of all guilt. Here,
adding a jolt of adrenalin to the
doings and going out on a daring
limb, Anderson melds the zany with
the brainy. The helter-skelter scenes
of hot pursuit over often snow-cov-
ered hill and dale sing a paean to the
exaggerated thrills and spills of the
silent era while amusingly comple-
menting the cerebral nuttiness.

The grand result is a veritable
comic buffet, its offerings smartly
arranged with elegant whimsy.
Anderson, exuding the dexterity of
an all-star slugger taking batting
practice, effortlessly sprays the big
screen with a well-placed assort-
ment of humorous ideas, nuances
and mental curios. A cast of recog-
nizable players, many of them the
director’s usual suspects, responds
to the serio-wacky assignment with
notable perception.

F. Murray Abraham is solid as the
older Mr. Moustafa, who tells the
tale within a tale; Jeff Goldblum is
appropriately understated as Deputy
Kovacs, the hotel’s unflappable law-
yer; Bill Murray is an equally re-
served treat as M. Ivan, head of the
concierge brotherhood that cham-
pions Gustave H.; and Saorise
Ronan is eccentrically winsome as
Agatha, the bakery gal with whom
young Moustafa falls in love.

In a testament to director
Anderson’s talent, for all the film’s
cutting edge wit, it returns us to the
cherished basics. We hate the bad
guys. And we love the good guys,
especially relative newcomer Toni
Revolori as Zero Moustafa, and
Ralph Fiennes, who unfolds yet an-
other thespic leaf as Gustave H.
Their splendid union beckons view-
ers to another time, assuring them
that the finest of accommodations
awaits at “The Grand Budapest
Hotel.”

…
“The Grand Budapest Hotel,”

rated R, is a Fox Searchlight Pic-
tures release directed by Wes Ander-
son and stars Ralph Fiennes, Tony
Revolori and F. Murray Abraham.
Running time: 100 minutes

Oratorio Singers Present
Mozart’s ‘Great Mass No. 17’
WESTFIELD – Now in their 34th

performing year, The Oratorio Sing-
ers of Westfield, under the direc-
tion of Music Director Trent
Johnson, will present a concert of
church music from the 18th and
21st centuries at 3 p.m. on Sunday,
March 30, at the First United Meth-
odist Church located at One East
Broad Street, Westfield. The pro-
gram will include Mozart’s “Mass
No. 17 in c minor”(“Great Mass”) –
and a new work from the 21st cen-
tury – the premiere of Trent
Johnson’s 2014 cantata “St. Augus-
tine.”

The line-up of soloists for this
concert is spectacular. The chorus
will be joined by sopranos Rachel
Rosales and Maureen Francis, tenor
Rufus Müller and bass Kevin
Maynor. The orchestra will include
members of the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra.

Mozart’s (“Great”) “Mass No. 17
in c minor” is without a doubt one
of his finest creations. This work is
scored for 4 soloists, double chorus
and orchestra and demonstrates
Mozart’s exceptional writing for
chorus and soloists. The work was
composed in 1782-83 and was in
part written in celebration of his
upcoming marriage to his fiancée
Constanze. Constanze sang the
well-known soprano solo “Et
incarnatus est” at the work’s pre-
miere in Salzburg. Influences of
both J. S. Bach and Handel can be
heard in this work especially in the
large stately choruses, some in eight
parts. Both the duet “Domine Deus”
and the “Quonium” trio have a
Handelian flavor, not least in their
light, somewhat continuo-like scor-
ing. Handel’s presence in most clear
in the quotation of a rhythmic idea
from Messiah, with which Mozart
sets the words “in excelsis.” Much
of the work, however, is firmly
rooted in the Austrian Church-mu-
sic style, and for many of the fugues
in the C minor Mass there are Aus-
trian precedents. Mozarts even used
parts of the Kyrie and Gloria for a

later oratorio.
Tickets can be purchased at the

door; $20 general admission and
$15 for students/seniors. For more
information call (908) 656-7418.
Concert parking can be found in
church lot off Ferris Place.

This concert was made possible
in part by funding from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of state, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
for the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

goleader.com
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Single-Visit Dentistry is Clinically Proven, Modern
Dentistry

Today’s dentistry is a far cry from years past.  Patients today need not settle for obvious
silver fillings because there are treatment options available that look just as beautiful-if not
better than-their own natural teeth.  What’s more, many patients can be treated today without
metal, and more and more tooth structure can be conserved, thanks to minimally-invasive
techniques designed to help preserve natural teeth-an important part of healthy, strong
teeth.

What many people might not know is that the same innovations that are revolutionizing
business and technology are being clinically proven to enhance the precision and longevity
of modern dental treatment options.  Also, such techniques are making today’s modern
dentistry more convenient, less time consuming, and more patient-friendly.

Introducing the E4D Dentistsystem—Modern Dentistry that Fits Your Lifestyle
For example, with the E4D Dentist system, instead of using traditionally inconvenient

and messy impression materials, dentists can obtain clean, fast digital impressions in a few
minutes using a laser scanner in the mouth.  This laser scanning technology is not only
extremely precise when “capturing” all of the details of a patient’s smile, but is also as safe
as the check-out scanner at a grocery store.  But, best of all, there is no need for a patient
to hold unpleasant, possibly distasteful material in his or her mouth.

Then, while the patient watches, a dental professional custom-designs a crown,
veneer, or filling perfectly suited for the patient based on his or her condition using the
chairside, computer-based design center.  From there, the information about the restoration
is transferred to the in-office milling unit, where the patient’s crown, veneer, or filling is
made.  Shortly thereafter, it’s permanently seated in his or her mouth.

Benefits of Same Day Dentistry
With modern, state-of-the-art E4D Dentistry, patients don’t need to suffer through

traditional impressions.  They don’t need temporaries.  And they don’t need to wait days—
or more likely weeks—for their permanent restorations.  That also means that they won’t
have to be inconvenienced with the back-and-forth typically associated with crowns, veneers,
and some type of fillings.

Rather, when E4D Dentistry is right for them, patients can be in and out of the dental
office with their permanent, natural-looking and metal-free restorations in a single visit.
E4D restorations are perfect for situations like chipped, worn or cracked teeth; teeth that
are discolored or have gaps and spaces between them; teeth that have decay and/or old,
worn fillings.

E4D—Right Around the Corner
You don’t have to travel far to experience the convenience and precision of E4D Dentistry.
We’ve already invested in this innovative technology because we believe our patients deserve
modern dentistry that fits their lifestyles.  Simply call us at 908-232-2136 and we’ll be happy
to answer your questions about E4D Dentistry.

The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 581 Westfield Avenue 1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ   07090 Union, NJ   07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com
Peter Louie, D.M.D.

General  Dentistry

Photo courtesy of Charlie Bowman
SANE OR CRAZY?...In the recent WHS production of Anyone Can Whistle, the townspeople, pilgrims and the escaped
insane asylmn patients are put to the test to see if they are sane or one of the “cookies” from Dr. Detmold’s Sanitarium for
the Socially Pressured, which the locals call “The Cookie Jar.” In this satire, the audience comes to realize that we all
are crazy.

Photo courtesy of Charlie Bowman
BARING ALL...In Stephen Sondheim’s musical Anyone Can Whistle, J. Bowden
Hapgood (Fraser Weist) tries to seduce Fay Applewood (Kim Roth). She shares
with him that she isn’t who she is pretending to be in donning the flamboyant
dress, boa and a red wig that has been cast off. She reveals her inability to whistle.

WHS’s Anyone Can Whistle
Spotlights Teen Talent

Sometimes a Whistle Can Save the Day
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not everyone can whistle, but ev-
eryone in the audience of the perfor-
mances of the Stephen Sondheim
musical Anyone Can Whistle could
sing the praises of the teens in the
Westfield High School Theatre
Department’s production presented
March 13 – 15. As usual, director
Daniel Devlin selected a show that
perhaps is not a conventional choice.
Little known, but with a mighty cult
following, Anyone Can Whistle af-
fords the opportunity to spotlight stel-
lar voices, inventive drama and in-
credible dancing.

The Narrator (Elena Arida) intro-
duces us to a nearly bankrupt town
that only a miracle can save. Through
this insightful narrator’s eyes, we see
corrupt politicians getting richer
while businesses languish. An un-
popular, self-centered mayor, Cora
Hoover Hooper (Madeleine
Rosenthal), is the richest person in
town. Her three sidekicks — love
interest Comptroller Schub (Frank
Guerriero), Police Chief Magruder
(Colin Barry) and Treasurer Cooley

(Daniel Coelho) — do her bidding.
In the up-tempo number “Me and My
Town” Cora and her boys (Alex
Cestero, Julian Mone, Tony Peer and
Jack Ritter) blend nicely in song and
dance and then are joined with the
townspeople.

In this forlorn town, the only busi-
ness that is booming is Dr. Detmold’s
Sanitarium for the Socially Pressured.
It calls its patients “cookies,” so the
townspeople refer to the institute as
“The Cookie Jar.”  

When a “miracle” is manufac-
tured by corrupt politicians in the
form of a rock that spouts water
with magic powers, the Sanitarium’s
Nurse Fay Apple (Kim Roth) takes
her “cookies” on an outing to
miracle rock only to be turned away.
Magruder, Cooley and Schub real-
ize that if 49 people from the asy-
lum partake of the water and no
miracle occurs, they will be ex-
posed as frauds. Confusion ensues
when tickets are refused to the
“cookies” who then intermingle
with the “sane” people of the town
and pilgrims. Ever the crusader for
human rights, Nurse Fay makes a

run for it with a plan to return and
expose the ruse to the world. “I talk
long and loud,” she warns the offi-
cials as she slips away in the crowd.

Masquerading as an investigator
from the French shrine at Lourdes,
Nurse Fay, now as a red-headed
bombshell, comes to check the au-
thenticity of miracle rock.  As the
French woman, she meets J.
Bowden Hapgood, supposedly the
new assistant director of the insti-
tute. In a creatively staged scene,
they speak to each other in French,
via a translation balloon that lowers
onto the set. Hapgood invites the
mysterious lady up to his room and
finds she isn’t really French. In fact,
she reveals her frailties to Hapgood
in the poignant title song. Through-
out the musical, Ms. Roth, a senior,
shows her show-stopping ability
with versatility in acting and voice.
Her earlier song, “There Won’t Be
Trumpets,” one of the most familiar
songs of the piece, allows her clear,
strong voice to soar.

In Hapgood’s determining of Group
A and Group 1, the audience is as
befuddled as the people onstage as to
who is sane and who the “cookies”
are.  This is musical master Sondheim
and author Arthur Laurents making us
laugh at our own notions of reality and
sanity.

At the top of Act II, the actors play-
ing Cora, Schub and Cooley and
Magruder get a chance to break out
vocally and physically in a delight-
fully choreographed number, “I’ve Got
You to Lean On.” Thank Ms.
Rosenthal, Frank Guerriero, Daniel
Coelho and Colin Barry, respectively,
for the fun moments of fancy foot-
work and beautifully blended vocals.
Thank Samantha Hahn for that par-
ticular choreography as well as a spec-
tacular ballet scene in “Cora’s Chase”
that features standout ballerina/oper-
atic vocalist — Maddie Hudelson —
as Fierce Woman. Each dancer in the
chase scene, amid butterfly nets, gets
a well-deserved moment in the lime-
light with individual leaps and spec-
tacularly executed flight/fight. At the
Friday night performance, the applause

from that dance scene actually stopped
the show.

Great acting acumen in the fast-
paced, tongue twister, “Everybody
Says Don’t,” by Fraser Weist as
Hapgood makes the vocally challeng-
ing piece believable. His footloose
character urges Fay to “walk on the
grass” and do things that conventional
society eschews.  

The fun duet of “There’s
Always a Woman” by Ms.
Roth and Rosenthal showcases
two stellar performers. Music
Director John Brzozowski
keeps the 25 piece orchestra,
that boasts 15 student musi-
cians, on their toes with a big
sound that never overpowers
the singers.

Sondheim’s show (that
closed on Broadway after
fewer than a dozen perfor-
mances) is an absurdist/satiric
comedy that does not take it-
self too seriously. It pokes a
stick delightfully at govern-
ment and the absurdity as to
where taxes go. The show asks
what’s real and normal. It
poses that what is normal for
one might be insane for the
next person.

Thanks to scenic artist/de-
signer Roy Chambers, elabo-
rately created set pieces open
to reveal the backside of the

rock and the hotel’s interior. The WHS
Stagecraft Class and no fewer than 34
students worked on the construction
and design of the impressive sets.

One of the closing songs, “With So
Little to Be Sure Of” suggests that
there is ambiguity in the world of
love and relationships. There is no

ambiguity that Director Devlin and
Musical Director Brzozowski have
cast this show spot on, utilizing
talents of individuals to the maxi-
mum and assembling an ensemble
of first rate singers, dancers and
actors who truly know how to make
theatre come alive.

Photo courtesy of Charlie Bowman
WHAT A PICKLE...In Westfield High School Theatre Department’s production of
Anyone Can Whistle, the white gloved Mayor Cora Hoover Hooper (Madeleine Rosenthal),
center, expresses her need for a miracle to save her town. One of the town’s outspoken
citizens, Mrs. Schroeder (Jackie Daaleman) at front left, and Baby Joan (Sophie Hurwitz),
at front right, add their two cents along with the other animated townspeople.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No tricks, nothing super spe-
cial! Just business as usual for
this year’s Cranford High School
baseball team that is focusing on
blending into a well-oiled ma-
chine once again.

With a well-oiled machine last
year, the Cougars won their
eighth Union County Tourna-
ment championship with an 8-0
victory over Westfield. Next,
they won the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 crown with a 5-
1 win over South Plainfield then
they won their third Group 3
title in four years with a 4-2
victory over Burlington Town-
ship to finish 25-1 to earn the
No. 1 ranking in New Jersey.
The Cougars defeated Ocean

City, 15-3, in 2010 and Free-
hold, 4-1, in 2012.

Despite graduating super star
pitcher Ryan Williamson, who
finished 11-0 last year and will
play at the University of North
Carolina, and star catcher Chris
Folinusz (Rutgers), this year’s
Cougars have a stable of seven
pitchers and two fine candidates
to fill in behind the plate.

The pitchers include: seniors
Tom Trotter and Matt Ravetier,
juniors Eric Donohue, Pat Knight
and James Campbell, and
sophomores Tom Feeney and
Garrett Forrestal. Senior Sam
Scheer and junior Liam Duffy
will be the catchers.

Depending on the pitching ro-
tation, Duffy and Donohue will
also play first base. Juniors Al

Garguilo and Mike Niewinski will
play second base, and sopho-
more Joe Norton is expected to
play shortstop. Senior John
Oblachinski will occupy third
base. The outfield will consist of
Ravetier, Trotter, senior Jack
McCaffrey, junior Mike Gamba,
Knight and Forrestal.

“The team is working very hard
every day. We are hoping to
take the same approach of one
game at a time and getting bet-
ter as the season progresses,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

SRs TOMMY TROTTER STRONG ON BASES, B.A.; JOHN OBLACHINSKI ON DEFENSE AT THIRD

Cougar Baseballers’ Focus, Fundamentally Sound Ball

Last year, Trotter was the lead-
off hitter and he sizzled with a
.440 batting average [BA] (40-
for-91) with six doubles and 20
RBI. He led the team with 28
runs scored and 16 stolen bases.
Oblachinski was solid at third
base. McCaffrey and Scheer had
respective batting averages of
.300 and .381. Ravetier, in 43
innings, fanned 19, walked five
and finished with a 4-1 record
and a 2.77 ERA. Garguilo broke
into the lineup and finished with
a .357 BA

However, the Cougars never
pick team captains and accord-
ing to Coach McCaffrey, “never
will have team captains.”

Throughout the years, the Cou-
gars under Coach McCaffrey
were solid in every aspect of the
game and were notoriously
crafty on the bases.

“Every guy in the lineup, one
through nine, is expected to hit,
run and steal. They all must be
able to play fundamentally sound
baseball,” Coach McCaffrey said.

The Cougars’ season opener
will be at Elizabeth on Tuesday,
April 1, at 4 p.m. They then will
be in Linden on Friday, April 4, at
4 p.m. On Tuesday, April 8, at 4
p.m., the Cougars will travel to
Westfield to play the Blue Dev-
ils, the only team to beat them
last year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAY AT SECOND…The Cougars hosted Marlboro in a scrimmage game last week in prep for the regular season.

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Large numbers but few veter-
ans have put Cranford High
School boys Head Coach Kerry
Drexler and girls Head Coach
John Schiano in the tough situa-
tion of finding the right person-
nel to fill the many vacant spots
in track & field this season.

Each team has about 100 stu-
dents on the squad and most are
freshmen and sophomores. Se-
niors Pat Lynch, Rob
O’Shaughnessy and Connor
McMahon have been selected
team captains for the boys, and
seniors Jenna Ellenbacher and
Laura Van Horn have been se-
lected for the girls.

“Numbers wise, we had a great
turnout this year, but we have
very few returning people. Pat
Lynch, obviously, being one of
them, Rob O’Shaughnessy. They
are seniors, who are going to
have to step up in the throwing
events and the jumping events
to help us out. Otherwise, we are
looking for some freshmen or

sophomores to fill in the blanks,”
Coach Drexler said.

The Cougar boys graduated sev-
eral stars, including Rob Kessler
(field), Jake Waleski and Reggie
Green (sprints), and Tom Feeney
(distance)

“Now we have to rebuild and
find some people to fill in those
shoes of the people who left. We
have a lot of people to work with.
It’s just finding those people to
step up. We have a lot of finding
out to do,” Coach Drexler said.

Probably the Cougar boys’ best
strength is in the field events
with seniors O’Shaughnessy and
Mike Pastor, and sophomore Will
Fries competing in the shot put
and discus. Sophomore Jack
Schetelich and senior Troy Kettler
will toss the javelin.

Lynch, who will be heading to
Notre Dame next fall, will be a
definite asset in the pole vault,
and juniors Joe Kugelman and
Andrew Licks, who both qualified
for Groups in indoor track, will
compete in the high jump.

The sprinters and sprint relays

will consist of Lynch, Schetelich
and juniors Matt Van Pelt and
Mike Murphy. Van Pelt is also
expected to compete in the 400
hurdles.

McMahon will be the leading
Cougar in the distance events.

“He did a great job in the win-
ter, stepping up and making it to
the Groups indoor. I hope he
continues that upward swing into
the Spring,” Coach Drexler said.

As for the girls, “We have a lot
of new faces so right now we are
trying to get a feel for who can
contribute in what areas. We are
looking to build off of our accom-
plishments from the indoor sea-

Cougar Boys & Girls Looking to Fill Many Spots in Track
son,” Coach Schiano said.

Some of the stronger returning
athletes are seniors Ellenbacher,
Van Horn and Ashley McGuire
who will be the workhorses in the
sprinting events. Junior Anna
Fitch and sophomore Kiera Hurley
will also compete in the sprints.

“Jenna Ellenbacher was a sec-
tional champion in the 400
meters. She looks to defend her
conference and county titles in
the 400 Intermediate Hurdles.
The 4x400-meter relay team of
Ellenbacher, Laura Van Horn,
Kiera Hurley and Anna Fitch were
also sectional champions and look
to extend their success into the

outdoor season,” Coach Schiano
noted.

Sophomore Amanda Bush is ex-
pected to be a leader in the
distance events. Juniors Jordan
Carney, Megan Romanovich and
Keara Reilly, and senior Kelly
Schoustra will also compete in
the distance events.

The throwing events will in-
clude juniors Mara Giga, Maranda
Brown, Erin Meixner and Susanna
Jaramillo, and sophomore Alex
Milan.

The Cougars will open their sea-
son at home against Westfield
and Plainfield on Tuesday, April
1, at 4 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPPING FOR THE REGULAR SEASON...The Cranford Cougars boys lacrosse team had a scrimmage game with the
New Providence Pioneers last week at Memorial Field in Cranford in preparation for the regular season.

David B. Corbin (April 2013 Files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HIGHER HEIGHTS...Cougar Pat Lynch competes in the pole vault

Story on page 16

of The Westfield Leader

Photo on page 16

of The Westfield Leader
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Garwood Mayor Quattrocchi
Faces Primary Challenge

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi will face a challenge
from first-time candidate Sal
Piarulli in the Republican Primary
in June as she bids for a second
four-year term.

Mr. Piarulli, a marketing execu-
tive who filed his candidacy pa-
pers on Monday, has never run
for political office, having moved
into Garwood seven years ago
from East Rutherford. He also
has lived in Caldwell and West
Orange.

Although he has the support of
Republican Councilman Jim
Mathieu, Mr. Piarulli said he is

not affiliated himself with the
outspoken conservative, who has
had several terse exchanges with
both Mayor Quattrocchi and fel-
low Republican Councilman Mike
Martin.

“This is nothing personal,” Mr.
Piarulli said. “It’s not ideology,
it’s leadership. I think we need
somebody to grab hold of every-
body and get things done. Enough
of the bickering. I have four kids.
That’s kind of what the council
meetings are like.”

Mayor Quattrocchi, whose hus-
band, John, is the borough’s Re-
publican Committee chairman,
said she was aware of Mr. Piarulli’s
candidacy, but has not met him.

As of Tuesday, she had not filed
her candidacy papers but planned
to by the Monday, March 31,
deadline for the June 3 Primary.
The mayor touted the Athletic
Field Complex as one of her ma-
jor achievements, declaring vic-
tory for getting it started after 10
years of inaction.

“I’ve made myself available to
the residents,” she said. “I’m a
full-time mayor. I’m retired, so I
meet with seniors. I’m willing to
talk to people, call them back. I
think that’s important.”

The council seats of Sara Todisco
and Louis Petruzzelli, both Demo-
crats, also will be up for election,
with their three-year terms expir-
ing. Both said Tuesday that they
will be running.

Local Democratic Committee
Chairman Charles Lombardo
would not say who his party would
support for mayor, but that it
would have a candidate by
Monday’s filing deadline.

Mayor Quattrocchi said Carol
Kearney and Richard Dolan will
vie for the seats on the Republi-
can organizational line. When
approached at Tuesday’s council
meeting, both Ms. Kearney and
Mr. Dolan would only say they
have not committed to run.

Last year, Mr. Lombardo said
he called 100 people personally
to recruit candidates for the
Democratic line to contest the
council seats held by Mr. Mathieu
and Steve Blaufeder, but could
not find anyone willing to run.
Mr. Mathieu ran without the en-
dorsement of the Garwood Re-
publican Committee and was re-
elected. Mr. Martin won and re-
placed Mr. Blaufeder.

“People don’t want to commit,”
Mr. Lombardo said. “It’s not only
home (responsibilities). It’s eco-
nomical, and people tend not to
get involved.”

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Homeowners can
expect to pay about $39 more
in taxes for a home assessed at
$100,000 next year according
to the budget introduced at the
council meeting Tuesday night.

Finance Committee Chair-
woman Sara Todisco made the
announcement, saying that
some of the revisions were due
to cuts in the appropriations for
a redevelopment plan for the
largely abandoned Garwood
Paperboard plant on North Av-
enue ($5,000), implementation
of the affordable-housing plan
($4,500) and the amount paid
for employee pensions
($30,000).

However, new costs concerns

also were accounted for. Since
the borough already has spent
$17,000 for salt and another
$25,000 in overtime this winter
for snow removal, the commit-
tee boosted next year’s snow
costs by $20,000. New assess-
ments from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority added
about $4,000. With all the
changes, the committee was
able to cut about $10,000 from
the original budget of $7.6-mil-
lion.

It lowers the original estimated
tax levy to 1.03 percent from
the 1.21 percent announced at
a special budget meeting on
March 6.

Even with the lower numbers,
the council unanimously ap-

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
HELPING HAND...Garwood crossing guard Rose Mary Snow thanks Police
Chief Bruce Underhill at Tuesday’s council meeting for the performance of two
officers who helped an unidentified woman open her locked car at the Garwood
“Y” on March 12.CF Requests NJDEP Hearing

On Birchwood Ruling
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Birchwood Av-
enue developer Cranford De-
velopment Associates (CDA)
was granted a 30-day exten-
sion on the township’s appeal of
the court’s rul ing on the
Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment, Township Attorney Diane
Dabulas said in response to resi-
dent Liz Sweeney’s inquiry dur-
ing the public comment portion
of the township committee’s
workshop meeting on Monday.

Cranford Township also filed
an appeal of the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) ruling and
requested a hearing. “It is not
mandatory that the court, the
(NJDEP) commissioner give a
hearing,” Ms. Dabulas said.

Resident Frank Krause urged
the committee to invite Gover-

nor Chris Christie to hold a town
hall meeting in Cranford.

“We are asking him to come
into Cranford and look at the
overall situation and see how
he can help,” Mr. Krause said.

“Personally, I would be more
than happy for him to come,”
Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

“I would like to second Dr.
Krause’s idea,” Ms. Sweeney
said.

Government funding of Blue
Acres projects may be had in
Cranford. “We have a meeting
on the 31st with the NJDEP to
talk about Blue Acres and other
flooding issues,” Mayor Kalnins
said.

Blue Acres is an acquisition
program administered by the
DEP’s Green Acres program that
allows for the acquisition of flood
prone properties from willing

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FUTURE LEADERS...Cranford High School students Thomas Philip, right,
and Maria Schwartz, second from left, shadow the commissioners Monday
during the township committee workshop meeting. Thomas and Maria are both
members of the government club at the high school.

CF Introduces $34.9 Mil.
Budget, $6 Million Bond
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee introduced a $34.9-million
2014 budget Tuesday that would
raise taxes 0.7 percent. An aver-
age assessed home of $181,600
would see a $13 increase in taxes
Tuesday.

The committee also discussed
bonding $6 million for capital im-
provements. $4 million of which
could go to street repair. Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato said she would
like to see an aggressive plan for
street repairs in the township. She
reiterated her sentiments at
Monday’s agenda meeting about
some of the streets not being
repaved since the ’60s, when they
are to be paved every 20 years.
The bond would increase taxes by
$39 per household.

“I think we can put more than $4
million to the roads,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“Some of the streets are total
failure,” said Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola.

A budget hearing will be held
Thursday, April 3, and Tuesday,
April 15, from 6 to 8 p.m.

After some discussion in the last
few weeks, the committee intro-
duced a resolution opposing the
turf field and a non-regulation size,
six-lane track proposed to break
ground this year at the Cranford
campus of Union County College
(UCC). The field would be near the
Cranford-Westfield border. About
700 trees on over four acres of
forested land would be removed
to build the field.

Colby Lane residents have voiced

sellers and then to be used as
open space. The idea is to buy
out homes in a cluster that could
make up an open space.

Also on March 31, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers is to
present, in a closed session with
the The Mayors Council Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control, its
benefit/cost ratio for the seven
alternatives that have been stud-
ied to mitigate the impacts of
Rahway River flooding.

Union County College’s (UCC)

plans to build a turf field and track
on its Cranford campus was syn-
thesized in a “PR blast,” resident
Barbara Krause told the commit-
tee. She provided them with a
copy of the documents.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. asked why the ordinance to
oppose the field was not on the
agenda for Tuesday. Mayor Kalnins
said he wanted to bring it up for
discussion since UCC has since
said it would agree to a Develop-
ment Review Committee meeting

and a voluntary planning board
review.

“It is a courtesy without im-
pact. Even if the planning board
says no, they still can build it…
We don’t want the field back
there, that is all,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

 “I think we have to send a
message that is strong and clear
that we are not for this project
– loss of trees, the water flow,
increase the flooding in the area,
the parking, the crowds,” Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola later
said.

“There is no reason why they
have to dump this in a flood
sensitive area,” Mr. D’Ambola
said.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. also had concerns
with noise and light buffering.
“It has to buffer or not be there,”
Mr. Marsden said.

 “You don’t want to change
the character of the soil; it will
kill the trees already there,” Mr.
Marsden said.

The field also would incorpo-
rate a track. The committee
said it is not a regulation-size
track and so it could not be used
for official events.

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato pro-
posed allocating two thirds of the
township’s capital surplus to road
repair. “What I am proposing is
we take an aggressive approach
to road repair. We have not re-
ally had a solid program of pav-
ing. There are streets in the town
since the ’60s that have not been
paved. Usually you are on a 20
year life cycle,” Ms. Adubato said.
“There is $400,000 in that fund.
I would suggest using $300,000,
which would allow us to bond $4
million to roads and $2 million to
other projects.”

The tax impact would be $39
per average household per year,
she said. “I believe that is a
reasonable amount for an infra-
structure. If we don’t address it…
it will plague us more and more.”

proved an ordinance that al-
lows it to exceed the inflation or
cost of living allowance (COLA)
rate of 0.5 percent.

The 1977 New Jersey State Lo-
cal Government Cap Law limits
the council to spending increases
of 2.5 percent or the state-de-
termined COLA, whichever is
lower. The state-determined
COLA for this year is 0.5 percent.

However, the cap law also per-
mits towns to adopt an ordi-
nance allowing them to spend
as much as 3.5 percent more
than the previous year’s bud-
get. In Garwood’s case, that is
$202,606.71. Any money not
spent this year can be reserved in
a “cap bank” that can be used for
the following year’s budget.

The council, at its March 11 meet-
ing, rejected an attempt by Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu to separate
the exceeding of the COLA portion
of the ordinance from the cap
bank provision. At Tuesday’s meet-
ing, Mr. Mathieu voted along with
the rest of the council.

“It was clear I wasn’t going to
get any support,” Mr. Mathieu said
after the meeting. “I can’t do this
by myself.”

The council also approved an
ordinance establishing 16 com-
muter, or permit, parking
spaces at the Garwood ShopRite

and another five at the John F.
Kennedy Plaza near the inter-
section of Center Street and
North Avenue.

The spaces will cost $100 per
quarter at JFK Plaza and $50
per quarter at ShopRite for
Garwood residents and $75 for
non-Garwood residents.

Also the issue of spraying her-
bicide along the Garwood Brook
was referred to the building and
grounds committee after Ms.
Todisco relayed the board of
health’s request that the coun-
cil revisit the matter.

The board of health wants the
spraying, Ms. Todisco said, so
vegetation is removed and traps
can be baited to catch rats. This
was contrary to the Streets,
Roads and Ecology Committee’s
recommendation that the bor-
ough not spray this year and
adhere to a plan that called for
spraying once every two years.
The brook was treated last year,
Councilman and Streets Com-
mittee Chairman Bill Nierstedt
noted.

The council appeared to dis-
miss the suggestion of hiring a
construction or project man-
ager for the $3.2-million Ath-
letic Field Complex (AFC) after
hearing the cost. After much

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Cranford Hist. Soc. to Hold
Art Glass Program Sunday

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will present “Early
American Art Glass: Tiffany,
Quezal, Durand” with Vic Bary
this Sunday, March 30, from 2 to
4 p.m. at the Crane-Phillips House
Museum. The program will begin
at 2:15 p.m. The Crane-Phillips
House Museum is located at 124
North Union Avenue in Cranford.

Art glass, hand-blown vases
and lamp shades made for deco-
rative purposes flourished from
the turn of the 20th century to
the Great Depression. Its earli-
est incarnations were influenced
by the Art Nouveau movement,
and sought to mimic natural
forms, such as the jack-in-the-
pulpit, gourds and various flow-
ers. It also drew from the forms
used by historical cultures and
from recent discoveries of an-
cient Egyptian burial sites.

Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-
1933) was the earliest and most
prominent force in the produc-
tion of American art glass, aided
by an artistic eye and a family

fortune. Individuals who were
either glass mixers or glass blow-
ers for Tiffany would be central
to two of the great successor
American art glass firms — the
Quezal Art Glass and Decorating
Company and the “fancy shop”
Victor Durand, Jr.’s Vineland Flint
Glass Works.

Mr. Bary, a Cranford Historical
Society trustee and art glass col-
lector, will lead an historical and
visual tour through the output of
these three important American
art glass firms with copious visu-
als and a few examples.

Admission will be free. Space is
limited so reservations are re-
quired. To reserve a seat, call the
Historical Society office at (908)
276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the Cranford
Historical Society, a non-profit
organization, is dedicated to the
preservation and perpetuation of
Cranford’s history. For more in-
formation, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

debate in several meetings ear-
lier this year, Councilman and
AFC liaison Louis Petruzzelli  dis-
closed to the council that the
borough had received two bids
for the position, one costing
$137,585 from CME Associates
of Parlin, N.J., and another of
$139,500 from Pinnacle Consult-
ing and Construction of Newark.

The AFC on the south side of
the borough between Oak and
New Streets and Rankin Av-
enue is scheduled to be com-
pleted in late June or early July,
Mr. Petruzzelli said, more than
a year behind schedule.

The council approved pay up-
grades for police officers Chris-
topher Czachorowski  and An-
drew Horan, and also instructed
Borough Clerk Christ ina
Ariemma to seek bids for a la-
bor attorney to conduct the ne-
gotiations in contract talks with
the patrolmen’s union.

The police committee, chaired
by Councilman Mike Martin, was
asked to investigate complaints
of speeding vehicles on Fourth
Avenue.

“Since the issue and concern
is out there, we obviously
haven’t adequately addressed
it,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

And the council took no action
on Mr. Mathieu’s request for a
resolution supporting a bill lan-
guishing in committee at the
state capitol that would bar sea-
sonal employees, such as cross-
ing guards, from collecting un-
employment benefits. Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi said her contacts in
Trenton said the Republican-
sponsored measure had virtu-
ally no chance of getting out of
the committee.

Despite about 15 minutes of
debate, Mr. Mathieu was unable
to get anyone to second his mo-
tion to introduce the resolution.

Gwd Council Introduces Budget

their concern of flooding and noise
to UCC, resident Barbara Krause
has said to the committee.

In the resolution, the township
states that the site plans of the
field project show “less than 20
feet of distance between the dis-
turbed area between the top of
the slope at the southeasterly
end of the proposed track and
the southern cul-de-sac of Colby
Lane which has minimal tree
cover which will result in exces-
sive noise and visual impact to
the residential area of Colby
Lane.”

The resolution points out the
township’s strategies to mitigate
flooding, including discouraging
the elimination of natural for-
ested area.

Mayor Kalnins urged residents
to write to public officials of their
opposition to the field.

The committee also approved

by a 4-0 vote a noise ordinance
that would prohibit excessive
noise from 10 p.m. to 8 a.m.

The ordinance is a result of
resident Rachel Katz complain-
ing of her neighbor playing loud
music that could be heard inside
her home and disturbing her
family’s sleep and general peace.
After she spoke against her
neighbor Marcin Wojcik’s request
for a variance to build a fence on
his property, which was subse-
quently denied, she said her
neighbor then retaliated by con-
tinuously playing loud music.

Mr. Wojcik, of Colin Kelly Street,
spoke during public comments for
the ordinance, saying he was be-
ing harassed by his neighbor and
denied playing music loudly. He
said he has a 19-month-old baby
and “her crying is the loudest
noise coming out of my property,
not music.” He said his neighbor

runs a portable generator and revs
his race car in the garage.

Mr. Wojcik requested the town-
ship committee change the word-
ing of the ordinance to be more
definitive then “excessive” and to
attach a decibel level to the ordi-
nance that could be measured.

“There will be judgment calls”
made by police officers, Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor said.

 At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Mayor Kalnins honored Jus-
tin Stitler, Lucas Jayne and Colin
Henderson on having attained
their Eagle Scout Award.Police
Chief James Wozniak was ap-
pointed as deputy coordinator to
the Emergency Management
Council for 2014.

CF Introduces $34.9 Mill. Budget, $6 Million Bond CF’s TV35 Looks to Live
Broadcasts at Comm. Ctr.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford TV
35 Advisory Committee has an-
nounced that it might do live
broadcasts from the Community
Center this year.

According to Ed Davenport, chair-
man of the committee, the com-
mittee is looking forward to a new
year with new programming. “Our
future is looking much better as
we get more information out to
the public,” he said during
Thursday’s committee meeting.

 “It (live broadcasts at the Com-
munity Center) will be a whole

new application to our program-
ming,” he added. He also said to
do that they would need some
additional equipment. He
thanked Township Committee-
woman Mary O’Connor for urg-
ing an educational element to be
used in the programming which
will involve Cranford students.

“I’ve been here for 23 years.
It’s a goal. I think the kids in
Cranford will like it. They can
participate if they want. The
people we’ve had come over the
years have always taken some-
thing away with them,” he said.
Mr. Davenport reported that sev-
eral area bands are going to do
shows and that the Celebration
Singers are going to do a show.

“Right now you can access in-
formation about TV 35 on Twit-
ter, Instagram and WordPress,”
John Salerno said. He also said a
talk show is planned and some
guests are already lined up.

Committee Vice-Chairman
George Steinbach told the com-
mittee that he is looking for fund-
ing, and has approached some
organizations about grants. He
said he found 19 potential sources
for the station and that a couple
have matching grants. The pro-
cess is ongoing, he said.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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First Presbyterian to Honor
Soup Kitchen’s 25th Year

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue, will com-
memorate the 25th anniversary
of the Cranford-Elmora Soup
Kitchen at the church’s 10 a.m.
worship service this Sunday, March
30. Photographs and other items
reflecting the history of this mis-
sion will be on display in the Th-
ompson Youth Center of the church
following the service. All are wel-
come.

The Cranford-Elmora Soup
Kitchen, located at the First Bap-
tist Church at 402 Union Avenue
in Elizabeth, began on March 12,
1989 when a group of people had
aspirations to simply serve the
hungry. After 25 years, the
strictly-volunteer soup kitchen

has served more than 112,000
hot meals to the hungry and
financially stressed in the Eliza-
beth area.

People from all walks of life
come in for the dining which,
ironically, has never consisted of
soup nor sandwiches. Instead,
the working poor of the Elizabeth
area dine on meals meant to
create a healthy diet, such as
chicken, salad, and sweets pro-
vided by Pinho’s Bakery.

When the Elmora Presbyterian
Church closed in 2004, the soup
kitchen almost closed with it.
The organization no longer had
the financial nor legal backing
necessary to support the mis-
sion. However, through small en-
dowments and private donations,
the soup kitchen continued to
thrive.

In June 2005, the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford adopted
the program. Stipends used for
the program would go to the food
services distribution in Elizabeth,
should it dissolve for any reason.

Volunteers come from houses
of worship all over, including Con-
necticut Farms Presbyterian, St.
Theresa’s of Kenilworth, the First
Baptist Church of Cranford-Eliza-
beth, Fanwood Presbyterian, the
Korean Presbyterian, St. Anne’s
of Garwood, the Second Presby-
terian Church of Elizabeth and
the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford. The Fanwood Presby-
terian Church also provides
bagged lunches for guests.

The soup kitchen accepts do-
nations of socks, full-size bars of
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
deodorant, washcloths, face tow-
els, other basic essentials and
funding. The First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford acts as the
drop point. To donate to the
Cranford-Elmora Soup Kitchen,
contact the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford at (908) 276-
8440.

Floraphile Plans Tour
Of Trailside Gardens
CRANFORD — The Floraphile

Garden Club of Cranford will tour
the herb and vegetable gardens
of the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center on Monday, April 21,
from noon to 2 p.m. Trailside is
located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

A Union County Master Gar-
dener will lead participants on a
guided tour of the gardens, de-
signed by Rutgers Master Gar-
deners.

Guests are welcome. Anyone
interested in joining the Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford or seek-
ing more information on upcom-
ing events may contact Mary Ellen
at mecrafts@verizon.net or like
the club on Facebook at –
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The board of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) conducted preliminary
discussions last Thursday about
increasing flow rights for member
municipalities. In addition, the
board established a model ordi-
nance for members to use as a
tool to reduce storm water load-
ing of the system (Infiltration and
Inflows or I&I), and a plan for
reinstating the hearing process
and related penalties, which were
suspended during the authority’s
plant upgrade process.

The discussion of increasing flow
rights is primarily a method of
both rewarding members for their
contributions during the upgrade
and reducing the number of vio-

lations. Officials made it clear that
the increase was likely to be some-
where around 10 percent. They
said this level of increase should
reduce most towns to a violation
frequency that would keep them
clear of hearings.

Springfield was noted as the
worst violator and if the 10 per-
cent increase were used, they
would drop from having had 29
violations in February to 17 vio-
lations. It was made clear that
Springfield should plan to buy
flow rights from another munici-
pality in order to avoid repeated
penalties. The change, which will
require amending the RVSA 1954
operating agreement, will need
unanimous support of the com-
missioners, and one commis-
sioner has stated the he will vote
against the change.

Nine of the authority’s trunk
lines lack metering in locations
that would precisely identify flow
sources, so, it might be neces-

sary for RVSA to purchase and
install them to be able to identify
the sources of excessive flow in
order to reliably assess penalties.

Plans were made to provide
member municipalities with a
model ordinance, based on
Waldwick’s, to use as a foundation
for a program to reduce I&I. One
penalty which was mentioned was
the stopping of approvals for new
sewer hook-ups in the municipal-
ity. This penalty, which would likely
be a last resort action, is just one
of several that can be used to
pressure towns to comply.

The board also voted to re-
move the contingency placed on
the digester gas cleaning project
planning. This action frees up the
other $80,000 of the $120,000 it
will cost to complete the design
of the project. As RVSA Execu-
tive Director Jim Meehan had
said last month, the project is
one that makes sense to do re-
gardless of whether New Jersey
Environmental Infrastructure
Trust Fund money is available,
as it would pay for itself in under
a decade, and faster if part of the
loan were forgiven.

The board also approved the
spending of just under $100,000
on an emergency basis. The ex-
penditure was the result of power
problems at the plant which were
discovered in mid-December and
were not resolved until early March.

Mark Dugan, Cranford’s com-
missioner, was vocal about hav-
ing been unaware of this situa-
tion as it was developing. Frank
Mazzarella, Clark’s commis-
sioner, raised the question of
whether this was a design flaw,
and Mr. Meehan indicated that it
was and would be brought into
the ongoing lawsuit against
RVSA’s vendors. The problem was
identified as a 13,500-Volt
breaker which feeds the plant
through the co-generation bus.

During Thursday’s meeting
Jerry Dobbius and Michael Plick
were appointed to the fundraising
committee. Chris Hoffman is the
committee’s secretary and serves
on several sub-committees.

Mr. Davenport urged commit-
tee members to “share any com-
munication or information you
get, good, bad, or indifferent so
we can talk about it.” Residents
can view programs on the
Internet at
Cranfordtv35.pegcentral.com.

The committee has decided to
meet every three months at 7:30
p.m. on Thursdays in the Town-
ship Committee meeting room at
the municipal building on Spring-
field Avenue. Upcoming meet-
ings will be on June 11, Septem-
ber 4, and December 11.

CF’s TV35 Looks
To Live Broadcasts

Probitas Verus Honos

Rahway Valley Sewage Authority Considers
Increasing Flow Rights for Towns

Garwood Egg Hunt
To Be Held April 5

GARWOOD — The annual
Garwood Easter Egg Hunt will
be held on Saturday, April 5, at
noon, with a rain date of Sun-
day, April 6, also at noon.

The Easter Egg Hunt will be
held this year at Hartman Park,
located on the 400 block of
Second Avenue in Garwood. A
special appearance by the Eas-
ter Bunny is planned.
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