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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Permanent Exhibition In Shady Rest
Club House Is for All to Enjoy

As the chairman of the “Preserve
the Shady Rest Committee,” I have
attended many of the council meet-
ings to discuss saving the Shady Rest
Clubhouse and preventing it from
falling into further disrepair. The club-
house, presently owned and operated
by the Township of Scotch Plains,
was the centerpiece of the Shady
Rest Golf and Country Club, the first
African-American owned and oper-
ated club in the nation, and once the
home course of America’s first pro-
fessional golfer, John Shippen, an
African-American.

Last August, I stood before the
town council and asked that Shady
Rest be repaired, starting with re-
placing the roof that leaks badly. Fur-
ther I asked the town council not to
use the Shady Rest as a campaign
issue. Regrettably, my request fell on
deaf ears, while I have heard lots of
words. What have you done? Why
can you all not see and address the
obvious? Would you not fix a hole in
your own roofs to prevent further
damage to your homes?

Councilman Vastine, at the Febru-
ary 18th, 2014 town council meeting,
you may recall that you refused to
entertain taking action to replace the
roof, instead arguing that the neces-
sary repairs had been made to pre-
vent leaks and further damage last
fall.

I am certain you are now aware and
accept that the following day the
building incurred significant interior
damage resulting from melting snow
and rain penetrating through the roof
which if repaired as you had said it
was, was clearly done poorly.

The damage, which I saw, included
fallen ceiling tiles, walls so wet the
sheet rock had to be removed, water
accumulation in ceiling light fixtures
and damage to the wood veneer floors,
all of which resulted in the canceling
of all activities at the building until
emergency repairs could be made.

Disappointingly, at theMarch 4th
town council meeting once again the
majority of the council, led by Coun-
cilman Bo Vastine with support from
Deputy Mayor Marcus and Council-
man Jones, argued and voted against
taking immediate and specific action

to replace the building’s roof that
leaks badly and is in total disrepair.

Mr. Vastine along with Mr. Marcus
and Jones ignored the obvious need
to replace the roof by vetoing a call to
replace it. And while voting against
taking immediate action, he also re-
fuses to hold those directly respon-
sible for maintaining and protecting
this building accountable for their
years of neglect and blatant disregard
of this township landmark and part of
our nation’s history.

I have been the author of the major-
ity of e-mails, letters, press releases
and flyers. Contrary to Mr. Vastine’s
allegations, there was no propaganda,
no misleading statements, just truth
and facts.

Recently, a reporter for nj.com who
has covered the ongoing efforts to
restore the Shady Rest contacted me;
I told no lies nor did I mislead him in
anyway regarding what had occurred.
He asked me what I saw and I told
him exactly what I witnessed, which
is what I’ve been sharing with you in
my efforts to save the Shady Rest

Presently the USGA Museum in
Far Hills has an exhibit on African-
Americans in golf history entitled
“More Than A Game,” which promi-
nently recognizes the Shady Rest and
Mr. Shippen. At the conclusion of
this temporary exhibit, I have been
told that many pieces of memorabilia
and artifacts as well as other items
would be available to be housed in a
permanent exhibition in the Shady
Rest Club House for all to enjoy if we
could safely secure them. I am hope-
ful this can be accomplished.

As chairman of the Preserve the
Shady Rest Committee, I do not in-
tend to rest until this building, this
important place of Scotch Plains and
American history is placed in the
hand of caretakers who value its place
in history and will work to make it
once again a place for families and
future generations to come to enjoy
and learn from its history. My appeal
is to all the citizens of Scotch Plains.
We must not let indifference, igno-
rance, a lack of funds, or a partisan
council stop us from doing what is
right.

Once again I am asking you to take
immediate action to preserve this his-
toric site.

Sylvia Hicks
Scotch Plains

The Sale of Runnells Hospital Is
Not a Profit and Loss Issue

One Additional Item That Will Impact
Our County Taxes For Decades

The March 20, 2014, article, “Free-
holders Take Action to Sell Runnells
Hospital,” quotes Berkeley Heights
Mayor Joseph Bruno, who supports
the sale to for-profit enterprise, as
saying, “Government should not be
in the medical practice business.
There is someone who can do it bet-
ter and that is the private industry.”

It appears Mayor Bruno does not
understand that anything that may
adversely affect people is their
government’s business, especially
when it comes to those whose health
is so frail they must live in a hospital.
Profit and loss should be no part of
decisions made regarding care of the
infirm.

Then there’s the March 20 edito-
rial “Will Sale of Runnells Produce
Tax Relief for County Residents?”
which says, “Taxpayers cannot con-
tinue to subsidize this facility at $13

million a year,” without asking: Why
is the cost of healthcare so high in
America? Why do other advanced
nations pay a fraction of what Ameri-
cans do for hospital care, pharma-
ceuticals, etc. with outcomes as good
or better?

While taxpayers may save money,
I hope you realize this hospital sale is
just shifting costs from the many to
the few, as opposed to reducing over-
all expenses. Adding in the middle-
man mark-up of the new for-profit
Runnells management, don’t expect
many prices to come down. It just
means fewer people pay more, either
in charges or by way of reduced care.

That may answer your editorial’s
question, “How can a private com-
pany run the hospital without losing
money?”

Jim LaRegina
Westfield

Media’s Matter of Perspective:
Voyager I or Nuclear Iran

What a pleasure it was to read your
two related editorials in the March 20
edition. In the first, you rightfully
point out the proceeds from the sale
of Runnells Specialized Hospital
should be used to pay down debt and
provide long overdue tax relief.

In the second editorial, dealing with
Union County’s astronomical $469 -
million debt, you mention several
examples of how our money has been
questionably spent over the past few
years, as well as misleading tax data
given out by the Freeholders.

You also mention county salary
increases and an increase in the num-
ber of employees. I would like to
point out one additional item that will

impact our county taxes for decades
to come.

A few years ago, the Freeholders
offered all county employees medi-
cal insurance for life if they would
forgo a salary increase for three years.
The total cost of this debacle is yet to
be calculated. Rest assured it is a
significant number that will plague
Union County taxpayers for a gen-
eration.

Keep up the good work. Union
County Freeholder spending has been
out of control for much too long. It’s
time for change.

Bruce Long
Westfield

We can keep track of the nearly one
ton, 400-watt Voyager I space probe
which at more than 11,800,000,000
billion miles from the Earth is in
interstellar space and well beyond
the solar system, but we cannot keep
track of a missing 656,000-pound,
209-foot, one-inch long, 60-foot,
nine- inch tall Boeing 777-200 with a
wing span of 199 feet,11 inches!

More pervasive attention is being
paid by the media to the missing
plane than to the Ukrainian and
Crimean crisis that now threaten East
European and even world peace!

More concerted attention than paid
to Iran which inches ever closer to
building nuclear weapons with all
the evil consequences that such an
arsenal would pose.

More combined attention than paid
to the Syrian civil war that has al-
ready clamed 140,000 lives and to

the civil wars in the Democratic Re-
public that have claimed millions of
lives and to the Central African Re-
public where more than one million
people or a quarter of the population
have been displaced because of con-
flict there. Just three of the countries
where vast numbers of people are
threatened by hostilities.

There is no callousness here to
suggest that there are major interna-
tional and domestic problems that
require at least some of the extraordi-
nary amount of attention given to the
missing plane with 239 people on
board! Life and death problems such
as hunger, preventable disease, lack
of clean water, lack of sanitation,
homelessness, and abject poverty that
affect hundred of millions and even
billions of other people.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org
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The Reason It’s Called It ‘dope’

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Amblosis – Abortion or miscarriage
2. Tribadism – Lesbianism
3. Deduit – Delight; sport
4. Trepha – Food that is not kosher

INTIMA
1. The innermost layer of the wall of an

artery
2. Refined; reserved
3. A nerve cell connected with other

nerve cells
4. A private place where conversation

is permitted
SBIRRO

1. In India, a disciple or novice
2. A member of the police force in Italy
3. A male fish during breeding time
4. A tanner of pelts or animal skins

PRINK
1. To wrinkle, crinkle
2. Pure; fresh
3. To dress for show
4. To please

SONSY
1. Having wits; sense; understanding
2. Gaudy and superficial
3. Concise; brief; to the point
4. Lucky, pleasing

LaPlace
Transform

“The first of April is the day we remember what we
are the other 364 days of the year.” — Mark Twain.

Next Tuesday, April 1, most residents are careful
about believing what they hear or see because of
April Fools’ Day. They don’t want to get hooked by
a prank.

We are careful, as well – about be-
lieving things we hear, hoping not to be
vexed. N.J. State Senator Nicholas
Scutari is our pick this year as the
biggest hoaxer as he introduced legis-
lation this week to legalize marijuana
“like beer.”

The April Fools’ Day tradition is
thought to have started in France around
1582. Prior to that, the New Year was
celebrated for eight days, beginning on
March 25 and ending on April 1. Charles
IX changed the calendar then. The
Gregorian calendar was introduced, and
New Year’s Day was moved to Jan. 1.

However, news back then traveled by foot, and
many did not learn of the calendar change for several
years. Others refused to accept the new calendar and
continued to celebrate the New Year on April 1. The
populace labeled these people as “fools” and sub-
jected them to ridicule. They were made the butt of
practical jokes.

This tradition of pranks on the first day of April
spread to England and Scotland in the 18th century
and was then introduced to the American colonies.
For the most part, April Fools’ Day is supposed to be
a funfest, where some carry out their brand of humor
at the expense of others.

Pranks on April Fools’ Day range from simply saying,
“Your shoe’s untied!” or perhaps setting a roommate’s
alarm clock back an hour. Whatever the gag, the trickster
ends it by yelling to his victim, “April Fool!”

The local April Fools’ Day caper this week that
comes from Senator Scutari of Linden is his desire
to legalize marijuana, aiming to treat pot “like beer”
– modeled after Colorado – where they are turning
their pot into gold with heavy taxation. Seems gov-
ernment is willing to develop a positive spin on any
issue — the lottery, online gambling, off-track bet-
ting — where more tax revenue is the prize.

As one reader remarked, “Does that mean that the
ingredients and potency would be strictly regulated?
Would it only be legal to sell it in a licensed liquor
store? Would someone be able to light up in their

Mark Twain

local pizza shop, restaurant, public parks and beaches,
or would it be banned like evil tobacco is?”

There is a point to decriminalizing it. Oftentimes,
it’s no harm, no foul – the heck with this “zero
tolerance” stuff. Think of all the jail cost that could
be avoided.

During the “flower child” genera-
tion, those who were in college didn’t
need to buy pot – all you needed to do
was go into a college bar on the Univ. of
Penn and Drexel campus – the smoke
was so thick one didn’t need to light up.
One popular watering hole was named
Smokey Joe’s.

The Penn guys seemed to have more
money and weren’t studying engineer-
ing like the Drexel guys. The Quakers
were frequently there and the Dragons
had to settle for the occasional second-
hand whiff.

Does that mean that those who tried
it never inhaled? “It depends on what the meaning of
the word ‘is’ is.”

Come to think of it, none of the engineering
students ever would have been able to graduate if
they were smoking weed. Answering exam ques-
tions on “Momentum, Heat and Mass Transfer,”
requiring one to perform LaPlace transforms, didn’t
fit with answers like, “Oh wow, man, look at all the
pretty colors.” Once on “Wacky Weed,” it was all
over but the shouting. They flunked out. There’s a
reason we called it “dope.”

Will it become the same in New Jersey as may
happen in Colorado? Who’s going to be entrusted to
operate the heavy machinery, nuclear power plants,
drive trains or build the airplanes?

True, engineers learned a lot of chemistry and
knew how to brew beer, but they never likened “Puff
The Magic Dragon” — as Sen. Scutari perceives it
– to “just like beer.”

They knew their shortcomings. As the saying
goes, “I studied engineering and now I are one.”

Were Samuel Langhorne Clemens alive today,
would our naiveté lead him to shout, April Fool!?!

––––––––
On a serious note, we congratulate President Obama

today for his announcement of abandoning the Af-
fordable Health Care Act, effective next month. This
makes good on his promise that “if you like your
insurance, you can keep it.” - April Fool!
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Can’t We Leave Part of
This World Alone?

I recently read that Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th) voted in fa-
vor of a bill (HR3590) that would
open all National Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service land
to hunting and fishing. Whatever hap-
pened to the concept of some of our
national public lands actually being
preserved for wildlife to exist and
live without man’s interference? —
Allow guns to be carried on Army
Corps of Engineer water project
lands? I guess the fish look threaten-
ing. — Allow movie crews to use
mechanized equipment in wilderness
areas? Aren’t wilderness areas sup-
posed to be enclaves free of machin-
ery? — Prevent the Environmental
Protection Agency from regulating
lead lures and ammunition from be-
ing classified as toxic substances? —
Lead is toxic in gasoline and paint,
but somehow I guess it’s not in bul-
lets.

I don’t agree with Congressman
Lance’s perception of what wilder-
ness and wildlife protection measures
should be. The 1964 Wilderness Act
was passed with the recognition that
man’s enjoyment of his own life
would be improved through the pres-
ervation of wilderness for its own
sake - its solitude, its cradle for wild-
life, and its biological diversity. The
Act stated, “A wilderness, in contrast
with those areas where man and his
own works dominate the landscape,
is hereby recognized as an area where
the earth and its community of life
are untrammeled by man, where man
himself is a visitor who does not
remain.”

I don’t understand what part of this
definition Congressman Lance does
not understand. And I do not believe
he is acting in his constituent’s nor
America’s long-term best interests
by allowing these lands to be tram-
meled by man.

Can’t we leave any part of this
world alone?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

See more letters on page 5

IF A SENATOR IS
POWERFUL, ARE
OTHERS NOT?


