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Middlesex Dems Endorse
Greenstein for Congress

REGION — The Middlesex County
Democratic Organization formally en-
dorsed state Senator Linda Greenstein
(D-14th, Cranbury) for Congress in
the12th District and awarded her the
line at their convention last Sunday.

“Those of us who have known
Senator Greenstein throughout the
course of her career know that she is
passionately committed to the pro-
gressive values we stand for as Demo-
crats,” said Kevin McCabe, chairman
of the Middlesex County Democratic
Organization. “Whether it is fighting
for an increase in the minimum wage,
expanding health care for women
and seniors or equal pay for equal
work, Linda has demonstrated her
commitment to improving the lives
of every single constituent. Middlesex
County is unified and committed to
electing Linda Greenstein to repre-
sent us in Congress.” Sen. Greenstein
received 81 percent of the votes cast
at the convention.

“I am thankful for my home county
support and I am proud to have the
backing of the Middlesex County
Democratic Organization,” Sen.
Greenstein said. “The unity in
Middlesex is amazing to see, and I
know this will be a springboard to

victory in the June 3rd Primary.”
Sen. Greenstein faces opposition from

state Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-15th, Trenton) and Assem-
blyman Upendra Chivukula (D-17th,
Somerset) in the Democratic Primary.
Republican Alieta Eck of Somerset is
also a candidate for seat being vacated
by retiring Rep. Rush Holt (D).

The 12th Congressional District in-
cludes Fanwood, Plainfield and most
of Scotch Plains and stretches from
Mercer County to Union County.

CF’s TV35 Looks to Live
Broadcasts at Comm. Ctr.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford TV
35 Advisory Committee has an-
nounced that it might do live broad-
casts from the Community Center
this year.

According to Ed Davenport, chair-
man of the committee, the committee is
looking forward to a new year with new
programming. “Our future is looking
much better as we get more informa-
tion out to the public,” he said during
Thursday’s committee meeting.

 “It (live broadcasts at the Commu-
nity Center) will be a whole new
application to our programming,” he
added. He also said to do that they
would need some additional equip-
ment. He thanked Township Com-
mitteewoman Mary O’Connor for
urging an educational element to be
used in the programming which will
involve Cranford students.

“I’ve been here for 23 years. It’s a
goal. I think the kids in Cranford will
like it. They can participate if they
want. The people we’ve had come
over the years have always taken
something away with them,” he said.
Mr. Davenport reported that several
area bands are going to do shows and
that the Celebration Singers are go-
ing to do a show.

“Right now you can access infor-
mation about TV 35 on Twitter,
Instagram and WordPress,” John
Salerno said. He also said a talk show
is planned and some guests are al-
ready lined up.

Committee Vice-Chairman George
Steinbach told the committee that he
is looking for funding, and has ap-
proached some organizations about
grants. He said he found 19 potential
sources for the station and that a
couple have matching grants. The
process is ongoing, he said.

During Thursday’s meeting Jerry
Dobbius and Michael Plick were ap-
pointed to the fundraising commit-
tee. Chris Hoffman is the committee’s
secretary and serves on several sub-
committees.

Mr. Davenport urged committee
members to “share any communica-
tion or information you get, good,
bad, or indifferent so we can talk
about it.” Residents can view pro-
grams on the Internet at
Cranfordtv35.pegcentral.com.

The committee has decided to meet
every three months at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursdays in the Township Commit-
tee meeting room at the municipal
building on Springfield Avenue. Up-
coming meetings will be on June 11,
September 4, and December 11.

RVSA Considers Increasing
Flow Rights for Towns

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The board of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) conducted preliminary dis-
cussions last Thursday about increas-
ing flow rights for member munici-
palities. In addition, the board estab-
lished a model ordinance for mem-
bers to use as a tool to reduce storm
water loading of the system (Infiltra-
tion and Inflows or I&I), and a plan
for reinstating the hearing process
and related penalties, which were
suspended during the authority’s plant
upgrade process.

The discussion of increasing flow
rights is primarily a method of both
rewarding members for their contri-
butions during the upgrade and re-
ducing the number of violations. Of-
ficials made it clear that the increase
was likely to be somewhere around
10 percent. They said this level of
increase should reduce most towns to
a violation frequency that would keep
them clear of hearings.

Springfield was noted as the worst
violator and if the 10 percent in-
crease were used, they would drop
from having had 29 violations in Feb-
ruary to 17 violations. It was made
clear that Springfield should plan to
buy flow rights from another munici-

pality in order to avoid repeated pen-
alties. The change, which will re-
quire amending the RVSA 1954 op-
erating agreement, will need unani-
mous support of the commissioners,
and one commissioner has stated the
he will vote against the change.

Nine of the authority’s trunk lines
lack metering in locations that would
precisely identify flow sources, so,
it might be necessary for RVSA to
purchase and install them to be able
to identify the sources of excessive
flow in order to reliably assess pen-
alties.

Plans were made to provide mem-
ber municipalities with a model ordi-
nance, based on Waldwick’s, to use
as a foundation for a program to
reduce I&I. One penalty which was
mentioned was the stopping of ap-
provals for new sewer hook-ups in
the municipality. This penalty, which
would likely be a last resort action, is
just one of several that can be used to
pressure towns to comply.

The board also voted to remove the
contingency placed on the digester
gas cleaning project planning. This
action frees up the other $80,000 of
the $120,000 it will cost to complete
the design of the project. As RVSA
Executive Director Jim Meehan had
said last month, the project is one that
makes sense to do regardless of
whether New Jersey Environmental
Infrastructure Trust Fund money is
available, as it would pay for itself in
under a decade, and faster if part of
the loan were forgiven.

The board also approved the spend-
ing of just under $100,000 on an
emergency basis. The expenditure
was the result of power problems at
the plant which were discovered in
mid-December and were not resolved
until early March.

Mark Dugan, Cranford’s commis-
sioner, was vocal about having been
unaware of this situation as it was
developing. Frank Mazzarella,
Clark’s commissioner, raised the
question of whether this was a design
flaw, and Mr. Meehan indicated that
it was and would be brought into the
ongoing lawsuit against RVSA’s ven-
dors. The problem was identified as a
13,500-Volt breaker which feeds the
plant through the co-generation bus.
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Rep. Holt Accepting
Intern Applications

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th), who district in-
cludes Fanwood and most of Scotch
Plains, is currently accepting applica-
tions for Congressional internships in
his offices in West Windsor and Wash-
ington, D.C. for the summer of 2014.

Some interns are able to arrange
academic credit for their work, and
all gain invaluable experience and
individual attention to their personal
and professional development.

In the summer, Congressional in-
terns are generally college or gradu-
ate students and are selected on a
competitive basis. They contribute in
many ways to the Congressman’s
work for central New Jersey, includ-
ing aiding in legislative research, at-
tending congressional hearings, help-
ing address New Jerseyans’ prob-
lems with federal agencies, conduct-
ing community outreach, and help-
ing with administrative duties.

Further information is available on
his website, https://holt.house.gov,
and the application deadline for the
summer session is Tuesday, April 1.

Holt, Runyan Seek $40 Mil. In Funding
For Suicide Prevention Programs for Vets

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) and U.S. Rep.
Jon Runyan (R-3rd) last week led a
group of 101 Republican and Demo-
cratic members of Congress in send-
ing a letter to the U.S. House Appro-
priations Committee, urging them to
continue to provide $40 million in
funding for military and veteran sui-
cide prevention and outreach pro-
grams for Fiscal Year 2015.

Reps. Holt and Runyan first se-
cured the $40 million in annual fund-
ing for military and veteran suicide
prevention in Fiscal Year 2012. Since
then, they have worked together to
ensure that the funds are included in
each year’s appropriations bills.

“The epidemic of suicides among
our veterans is measurable in very
grim numbers,” Rep. Holt said. “Be-
fore this day is out, if it is like every
other day, 18 more veterans will have
taken their own lives.

“Congress has begun to take this
crisis seriously over the past few years,
but we must continue providing the
funding and support necessary to help
keep our soldiers and veterans alive.
Since 2011, Congressman Holt and I
have worked to secure $120 million
in suicide prevention and outreach
services, and it is my sincere hope
that the committee will once again
allocate this funding,” Rep. Runyan
said.

If appropriated, the funds – which
would include $20 million to prevent
suicide among current service mem-
bers and $20 million to prevent sui-
cide among veterans – would be
evenly split between the Department
of Veterans Affairs and the Depart-
ment of Defense. A portion of the
Department of Defense’s funds have
historically been provided to the
Vets4Warriors program, hosted at
UMDNJ. Veterans who are struggling
with the emotional, physical, family,
or career consequences of their ser-
vice can seek counseling by calling
1-855-VET-TALK (1-855-838-
8255), 24-hours-a- day. The call is
free, and all counselors are veterans.


