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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lesniak Bill Would Remove
Samson, Bagger From PA

State Senator Ray Lesniak (D-
22nd, Elizabeth) has introduced
legislation to remove three of Gov-
ernor Chris Christie’s top appoin-
tees at the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey over the
George Washington Bridge lane
closings scandal, The Star-Ledger
has reported.

U.S. Attorney for New Jersey, Paul
Fishman, is reportedly investigating
David Samson, chairman of the Port
Authority and a former New Jersey
attorney general, to see if Mr.
Samson's West Orange law firm,
Wolff & Sampson, has profited from
his position at the authority.

Sen. Lesniak’s legislation would
replace Mr. Samson, and Commis-
sioners Pat Schuber and Richard Bag-
ger, a Westfield resident and Gov.
Christie’s former chief of staff, with
public-interest appointees to be cho-
sen by advocacy groups, according
to The Ledger story.

Under  the legislation, new Au-
thority appointees would be nomi-
nated by New Jersey Future, the Re-
gional Plan Association and the Tri-
State Transportation Campaign.

Crupi, Others Convicted In
Madoff Ponzi Scheme

A Manhattan jury has convicted
five of the Bernie Madoff’s former
office workers on fraud charges,
finding they helped to execute
Madoff ’s $65-bil l ion Ponzi
scheme.

According to media reports, the
five – Daniel Bonventre, Annette
Bongiorno, Joann Crupi of
Westfield, Jerome O’Hara and
George Perez – “each played an
important role in carrying out the
charade, propping it up, and con-
cealing it from regulators, auditors,
taxing authorities, lenders, and in-
vestors,” Manhattan U.S. Attorney
Preet Bharara said.

As the verdict was read, “Crupi
clasped her hands in front of her
mouth and stared straight ahead
blankly,” according to The Daily
News.

Bloomberg News reported that
Crupi, who had been with Madoff’s
firm since the 1980s where she over-
saw large investment-advisory ac-
counts, “worked with Madoff on
projects to alter records and trick
regulators.” She also managed the
firm’s checking account.

Each of the five convicted faces a
maximum prison sentence of between
58 to 211 years.

Linden Renews Red Light
Camera Contract for Five Yrs.
The City of Linden has renewed its

red light camera contract for another
five years with American Traffic So-
lutions of Arizona, The Star-Ledger
has reported. The city is the fourth-
largest red-light camera program in
the state, with five intersections.

The agreement is contingent upon
the state renewing its five-year red-
light camera pilot program at the end
of the year.

Scutari Wants to Legalize
Marijuana in N.J.

Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) said on Monday that
he would follow the lead of Colo-
rado and introduce legislation to
legalize and taxing of marijuana in
New Jersey, according to The Star-
Ledger.

Sen. Scutari, a municipal prosecu-
tor who sponsored the medical mari-
juana law, said he sees a system simi-
lar to the state’s medical marijuana
law where facilities would have to be
licensed to grow and sell marijuana.

Colorado netted $2 million in sales
tax for the first month of marijuana sales
in January under its new marijuana law.

Sen. Scutari told WCBS 880 his
legislation would create needed tax
revenues while allowing police to
focus on enforcing other crimes while
saving “saving millions of dollars
spent each year on law enforcement.”

He said New Jersey could see $100
million or more in revenue, which the
Senator said could be used to fund
the Transportation Trust Fund, drug
enforcement and prevention efforts,
and women’s health programs.

Smoking Would Be Banned
At NJ Beaches, Parks Under Bill

Legislation banning smoking in all
New Jersey public beaches and parks
passed the state Assembly last Thurs-
day by  a 64-7 vote, The Asbury Park
Press reported.

Smoking under the bill would not
be allowed in state, county and mu-
nicipal parks and beaches, marinas,
historic sites, reservoirs and wildlife
management areas. Penalties for vio-
lators would range from $250 for
first-time offenses, $500 for the sec-
ond violation, and $1,000 for subse-
quent incidents.

Ocean GOP Panel Picks
Goldberg for Senate

The Ocean County Republican
Screening Committee has submitted the
name of businessman Brian Goldberg
of West Orange to the committee as a
whole as its recommendation for U.S.
Senate, politickernj.com has reported.

Man Charged With Stealing
$6 Mil. From Employer

County’s Mobile Shredder
To Visit Vo-Tech on April 5

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — A Berke-
ley Heights man has been accused of
stealing more than $6 million from his
employer during the course of nearly a
decade, acting Union County Prosecutor
Grace H. Park announced Friday.

Albert Thomson, 48, was charged with
second-degree theft by deception. He
turned himself in to authorities late on
Thursday, and was being held on
$250,000 bail.

A prolonged investigation by Eliza-
beth Police Department Detectives Chris-
topher Kenney and Paul Pasternak ulti-
mately revealed the pattern of theft from
the Elizabeth-based New England Motor
Freight, a large trucking company, ac-
cording to Union County Assistant Pros-
ecutor Ann Rubin, who is prosecuting

the case.
Part of Thomson’s duties previously

involved registering many of the
company’s hundreds of vehicles in the
various states where the company oper-
ates, Ms. Rubin explained. Yet at vari-
ous times from January 2004 through
November 2013, Thomson would al-
legedly put in registration requests for
vehicles that had already been regis-
tered, then pocket or spend the cash-
iers’ checks cut by his employer to
cover the costs.

Thomson ultimately used the misap-
propriated funds to purchase a Mercedes-
Benz, to rent a residence at the Jersey
Shore, to provide himself with a personal
trainer, and to pay credit-card bills, among
other things, according to Ms. Rubin.
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by Scott B. Schaffer, DMD

Dentistry Today

SERVICE WITH A SMILE

Visit our website at  www.thesmileclub.com 
for more details about Dr. Schaffer.

ahead, this column will address all as-
pects of dental care.
 We are pleased to welcome you to our 
column. We utilize the latest in dental 
technology and treatment in a warm 
and comfortable environment. We’re 
currently accepting new patients and 
welcome you to call us to schedule an 
appointment. Any time you have a ques-
tion, please don’t hesitate to ask. Good 
dentistry is more than excellent clinical 
skills and state-of-the-art equipment. We 
feel that mutual trust is also a factor in 
the success of your treatment. Our entire 
staff believes that open communication 
can help build this trust. Please call us 
today to schedule an appointment.
P.S. Flossing is every bit as important as daily brush-
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   By maintaining good oral-health prac-
tices at home and scheduling regular 
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many common dental problems. Daily 
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tion of sealants, can help youngsters 
avoid tooth decay. Adults can avert 
their most common problem, gum dis-
ease, with regular professional care. In 
cases where tooth loss, breakage, or 
misalignment does occur, the dentist 
is expert in a variety of advanced res-
toration and replacement techniques. 
In addition, there are a number of 
cosmetic procedures, including tooth 
whitening, veneers, and bonding, that 
effectively remedy chipped, discolored, 
and gapped teeth. The more patients 
know about dental health, the better 
their smiles. In the weeks and months 

Freeholders Hear Clerk’s,
Corrections Budgets

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holders Fiscal Affairs Committee contin-
ued its hearings last Thursday on the
2014 county budget of $507 million. The
panel heard budget presentations from
the director of the corrections depart-
ment, the county clerk, board of elections
administrator and county counsel.

Brian Riordan, director of corrections,
submitted a budget of $42,336,340, down
$141,543 from last year. The budget in-
cludes salaries and wages of $25,488,330,
down $741,543, and operating expenses,
which are down $100,000 to $10,348,000.
Mr. Riordan said his overtime costs in his
2014 budget are up $700,000 to $6.5
million.

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh, chairman
of the fiscal affairs committee, questioned
if there is anything that could be done to
lower correction officers’ overtime costs
at the jail.

Mr. Riordan said he had overtime down
to $5.4 million at one point, noting it has
been as high as $8 million.

“We’ve done our best to confront and
challenge some of the operational issues
out there for the reduction in overtime.
We’re dealing with a very difficult em-
ployee collective bargaining agreement,
which has certain demands and certain
issues, which are certainly cost prohibi-
tive,” he said.

Mr. Riordan said he has around 220
officers and is looking to fill 18 correc-
tion officer openings. He is sending nine
recruits to a training class at the
Monmouth County Police Academy. But
he said he is sure not all nine will gradu-
ate. When he sent 20 recruits to the Essex
County Police Academy, only 13 com-
pleted the training. He said it would cost
“well over” $100,000 to conduct a class
at the Union County Police Academy for
correction officers, as his department
would have to staff and run the 12-week
class.

“It’s a big undertaking,” he said.
Freeholder Linda Carter questioned if

the number of vacancies would increase
further due to retirements or other rea-
sons. Mr. Riordan responded, “We abso-
lutely will have additional vacancies.
There is no doubt it in my mind.”

He said his department had a surplus of
$1.3 million from last year’s operating
expenses. He expects that number to grow
this year, however, as the jail’s medical
services contract is up for renewal, which
is the largest contract in his department.

He said actions initiated by the county
per a study by Florida-based Luminos-
ity has helped reduce the county jail’s
inmate population by 200 per day on
average since 2011, saving the county
$700,000 annually in its food and
healthcare contracts for the jail.

On the revenue side, Mr. Riordan said
he is also looking to “leverage” phone
commissions from inmate phone ser-
vice by pressuring phone companies to
give up some of their profits as part of
their bid to keep the county jail’s phone
business. He is also looking to initiate a
video visitation system so family mem-
bers could visit inmates online and not
have to come to the jail. He said this
would also be another source of revenue
for the county.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi’s pro-
posed budget is $2,080,059, of which
$1,871,059 is for salaries and wages.
She said her business office budget is up
slightly over last year by a little over

$4,000.
“Last year was a very good year for us.

We had an increase of $5.2 million in
revenue to our recordings as the real
estate market was recovering,” she said.

She told the committee she has three
vacancies in her business office due to
two deaths and a retirement. Ms. Rajoppi
said she needs to fill these vacancies due
to the volume of documents that need to
be recorded. She said it takes three to six
months to train staff to do recording of
documents.

On the revenue side, her   office
projects $1,858,500 this year. This year
the county clerk has budgeted
$3,550,000 for reality fees. She said
while revenues from document record-
ings stay with the county, the state gets
76 percent of the reality transfer fees
with the county receiving the balance.

The election division of the county
clerk’s budget of $1,120,061 is lower
than last year’s modified budget of
$1,883,624 due to special primary and
general elections for New Jersey’s United
States Senate seat opening following the
death of Senator Frank Lautenberg. The
county was reimbursed by the state for
those costs. Last year Ms. Rajoppi’s of-
fice handled six special elections. This
year she has budgeted for two special
elections, representing a decrease of over
$26,000. Almost all of her $40,000 over-
time budget was utilized last year. The
same has been budgeted in 2014.

The Board of Elections budget for
2014 is $2,386,205, a little less than last
year’s adopted budget of $2,401,866.
Boad of Electionsd Administrator Den-
nis Kobitz’ budget includes poll work-
ers’ pay, printing of poll books and
voting authority slips, transportation of
voting machines to and from polling
places, and legal advertising for elec-
tions.

Mr. Kobitz said his office was reim-
bursed by the state for almost all of the
$974,700 in costs it incurred for the
Senate elections, noting Union County
was one of only four counties in the state
to be reimbursed by the state in 2013 for
its costs.

Mr. Kobitz said his main goal for the
year is to replace the batteries in all the
county’s election machines at a cost of
around $10,000, noting that during
Superstorm Sandy in 2012, many areas
were without power. He said none of the
county’s machines went down as their
battery backups kicked in, but he said
the batteries date back to 1998.

The Office of The County Counsel’s
budget is down $26,400 to $1,707,366.
County Counsel Robert Barry said at-
torneys in his office handle tort claims
and litigation in addition to preparing
and reviewing “hundreds” of contracts
while also providing advice to other
departments. In addition, outside pri-
vate attorneys are utilized when mul-
tiple defendants are named as a means to
eliminate potential conflicts.

The County Adjuster, part of the
county’s counsel office, has a budget of
$320,534, The office represents invol-
untarily committed individuals. Mr.
Barry said this representation will be
taken over by the state’s Public
Defender’s Office as of April 21, which
he estimated will save the county $80,000
annually.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County’s
first mobile paper-shredding program of
2014 for personal, confidential documents
will be available on Saturday, April 5, at
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools in Scotch Plains.

The April 5th shredding event will take
place at the Vo-Tech Schools campus
located at 1776 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. NEXCUT Shredding of Elizabeth
will be shredding documents at the site
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine. The
shredding event will end before 1 p.m. if
the shredding truck reaches capacity.

All Union County residents are eli-
gible to use the paper-shredding service.
In an effort to accommodate everyone,
there is a limit of four, 10-pound bags or
boxes per person. Documents should not
be bound. Please remove plastic binders
and paperclips. Paper that is wet/damp
will not be accepted. Residents should
continue to recycle non-confidential pa-
pers and magazines with their municipal
recycling program.

Documents are put into 96-gallon con-
tainers provided by the shredding com-
pany. The items are then dumped onto a
conveyor belt and shredded on site. Par-
ticipants are welcome to view the shred-
ding process via a closed-circuit televi-
sion. The shredded documents are then
recycled, shipped to paper mills and used
as pulp. The next shredding event will
take place Friday, April 25, at Cedar
Brook Park in Plainfield.

The mobile shredding program is paid

for through New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection Recycling
Enhancement Act Grant Funds.

For more information about future
events or directions, please call the Recy-
cling Hotline at (908) 654-9889 or visit
us online at www.ucnj.org/recycle .

Fitch Lowers Outlook
On New Jersey’s Debt
STATE – Fitch has lowered its out-

look on New Jersey’s debt from stable
to negative, citing rising debt and ques-
tionable budgeting practices by Gov-
ernor Chris Christie and a lagging
economic recovery, according to me-
dia reports.

Fitch analysts also said Gov. Christie’s
proposed $34.4-billion budget “relies
on one-time measures” instead of stable
funding sources. Fitch’s report follows
that of Moody’s Investors Service which
lowered its New Jersey debt outlook to
negative in December.

The Fitch analysts pointed to an
overhaul of the state pension system
in 2010 and 2011, saying bigger con-
tributions every year starting with
$2.25 billion in Gov. Christie’s new
budget for the fiscal year will con-
tinue to rise until 2018, limiting what
the state spens in areas such as educa-
tion and transportation.
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