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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Brian Walter
ANNUAL TRADITION...For the second year, Oh’Brian's Pourhouse in Fan-
wood hosted the Mayor of Shannon, County Clair, Ireland and his wife at its St.
Patrick’s Day celebration. Pictured, left to right, are: Brenda Duff, Brian Walter,
City Clerk Liam O’Connor, Mayor Greg Duff, Vice-President of the Union
County Emerald Society Jay Rice and Brian Costello.

‘Teens for Teens’ Host
Inaugural Gala

SCOTCH PLAINS — On March
13, Teens for Teens, a Union County
student run organization that raises
money to help teens throughout
New Jersey, hosted a successful
charity event at the Stone House at
Stirling Ridge in Warren. This year’s
inaugural gala benefited Robins’
Nest, of New Jersey’s most suc-
cessful children’s services agencies
offering a home to at-risk children
and youth, helping their families
take control of their lives, and sup-
porting foster and adoptive fami-
lies.

Although the night was planned
and executed entirely by teenagers,
the sit down dinner gala was uni-
versally lauded as being adult-like,
professional and efficiently run.
Over 150 guests filled the Grand
Ballroom at the Stone House rais-
ing over $15,000. In addition to

raising funds through dinner ticket
sales, there were an abundance of
basket raffles and silent auction
items, all donated by families and
businesses.

The outcome of the evening ex-
ceeded the expectations of all in-
volved, causing many to be excited
for the future of Teens for Teens
and future fundraising events. The
evening included presentations
from Robins’ Nest and the Teens
for Teens Boards. Additionally,
throughout the evening, there was a
variety of entertainment from the
talented students of Academy for
Performing Arts, Union County
Vocational Technical School.

Teens for Teens was started in
2013 and hopes to better the lives of
teenagers throughout New Jersey.
To learn more about Teen for Teens
visit www.teensforteensnj.org.

Of these seven cases, two were
found to be because of race, two were
found to be based on color, one was
determined to be because of religion
and another based on sexual orienta-
tion. Ms. Taggart also noted that not
all cases fit into a category.

In addition, it was noted that during
the last six months there were eight
reported cases of violence, two for
vandalism and no cases reported for
either illegal substances or weapons.
It was further noted that there are
currently 5,000 students in the dis-
trict.

Ms. Taggart also listed outcomes of
findings included actions such as: par-
ent conferences, student conferences,
detentions, suspensions, referrals to
police, teacher monitoring, counsel-
ing, class lessons, caught doing some-
thing good programs and more.

In other business, Board President
Trip Whitehouse reminded audience
members that the next step regarding
the budget, which was tentatively
adopted last week, is a public budget
presentation on Monday, April 7, at
7:30 p.m. In addition, a public hearing
will be held on Thursday, April 24, at
7:30 p.m., prior to board members
voting and adopting it, in the adminis-
tration building on Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE LEADERS...Cranford High School students Thomas Philip, right, and
Maria Schwartz, second from left, shadow the commissioners Monday during the
township committee workshop meeting. Thomas and Maria are both members of
the government club at the high school.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNNING LATE... A long line of commuters wait to board a NJ Transit bus
adjacent to the Westfield train station on March 13 after a tanker crash that
morning in Newark caused major delays in the rail service. The tanker burst into
flames after colliding with a car on McCarter Highway adjacent to Amtrak’s
Northeast Corridor rail line at about 1:45 a.m.  Buses were provided to accom-
modate those commuters who normally take the train.

Garwood Council
Introduces Budget

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Homeowners can
expect to pay about $39 more in taxes
for a home assessed at $100,000 next
year according to the budget intro-
duced at the council meeting Tuesday
night.

Finance Committee Chairwoman
Sara Todisco made the announcement,
saying that some of the revisions were
due to cuts in the appropriations for a
redevelopment plan for the largely
abandoned Garwood Paperboard plant
on North Avenue ($5,000), implemen-
tation of the affordable-housing plan
($4,500) and the amount paid for em-
ployee pensions ($30,000).

However, new costs concerns also
were accounted for. Since the borough
already has spent $17,000 for salt and
another $25,000 in overtime this win-
ter for snow removal, the committee
boosted next year’s snow costs by
$20,000. New assessments from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
added about $4,000. With all the
changes, the committee was able to cut
about $10,000 from the original bud-
get of $7.6-million.

It lowers the original estimated tax
levy to 1.03 percent from the 1.21
percent announced at a special budget
meeting on March 6.

Even with the lower numbers, the
council unanimously approved an or-
dinance that allows it to exceed the
inflation or cost of living allowance
(COLA) rate of 0.5 percent.

The 1977 New Jersey State Local
Government Cap Law limits the coun-
cil to spending increases of 2.5 percent
or the state-determined COLA, which-
ever is lower. The state-determined
COLA for this year is 0.5 percent.

However, the cap law also permits
towns to adopt an ordinance allowing
them to spend as much as 3.5 percent
more than the previous year’s budget.
In Garwood’s case, that is $202,606.71.
Any money not spent this year can be
reserved in a “cap bank” that can be
used for the following year’s budget.

The council, at its March 11 meet-
ing, rejected an attempt by Council-
man Jim Mathieu to separate the ex-
ceeding of the COLA portion of the
ordinance from the cap bank provi-
sion. At Tuesday’s meeting, Mr.
Mathieu voted along with the rest of the
council.

“It was clear I wasn’t going to get any
support,” Mr. Mathieu said after the
meeting. “I can’t do this by myself.”

The council also approved an ordi-
nance establishing 16 commuter, or
permit, parking spaces at the Garwood
ShopRite and another five at the John F.
Kennedy Plaza near the intersection of
Center Street and North Avenue.

The spaces will cost $100 per quar-
ter at JFK Plaza and $50 per quarter at
ShopRite for Garwood residents and
$75 for non-Garwood residents.

Also the issue of spraying herbicide
along the Garwood Brook was referred
to the building and grounds committee
after Ms. Todisco relayed the board of
health’s request that the council revisit
the matter.

The board of health wants the spray-
ing, Ms. Todisco said, so vegetation is
removed and traps can be baited to
catch rats. This was contrary to the

Streets, Roads and Ecology
Committee’s recommendation that the
borough not spray this year and adhere
to a plan that called for spraying once
every two years. The brook was treated
last year, Councilman and Streets Com-
mittee Chairman Bill Nierstedt noted.

The council appeared to dismiss the
suggestion of hiring a construction or
project manager for the $3.2-million
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) after
hearing the cost. After much debate in
several meetings earlier this year, Coun-
cilman and AFC liaison Louis
Petruzzelli  disclosed to the council that
the borough had received two bids for
the position, one costing $137,585 from
CME Associates of Parlin, N.J., and
another of $139,500 from Pinnacle
Consulting and Construction of New-
ark.

The AFC on the south side of the
borough between Oak and New Streets
and Rankin Avenue is scheduled to be
completed in late June or early July,
Mr. Petruzzelli said, more than a year
behind schedule.

The council approved pay upgrades
for police officers Christopher
Czachorowski  and Andrew Horan,
and also instructed Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma to seek bids for a
labor attorney to conduct the negotia-
tions in contract talks with the
patrolmen’s union.

The police committee, chaired by
Councilman Mike Martin, was asked
to investigate complaints of speeding
vehicles on Fourth Avenue.

“Since the issue and concern is out
there, we obviously haven’t adequately
addressed it,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

And the council took no action on
Mr. Mathieu’s request for a resolution
supporting a bill languishing in com-
mittee at the state capitol that would bar
seasonal employees, such as crossing
guards, from collecting unemployment
benefits. Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said
her contacts in Trenton said the Repub-
lican-sponsored measure had virtually
no chance of getting out of the commit-
tee.

Despite about 15 minutes of debate,
Mr. Mathieu was unable to get anyone
to second his motion to introduce the
resolution.

In other news, Director Budiansky
reported that online registration soft-
ware is working successfully. “We
literally brought in tens of thousands
of dollars through Community Pass
[software] in fees for our summer
camps and programs,” he said. Sum-
mer programs already have wait lists.

Director Budiansky also said that
he has been approached by several
food vendors who have interest in
providing snacks during Fanwood’s
eight-week outdoor film series in the
summer. Outside of exceptions for
special events, food vending in the
park currently is prohibited by ordi-
nance. Director Budiansky is research-
ing potential food vending policies
before contacting the council about
revising the current ordinance.

Fanwood Recreation will meet
again on April 22, in LaGrande Park.
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dicated inmates housed in county
jails. These inmates make up 90 per-
cent of the statewide county prison
population, and including them un-
der the exception would yield signifi-
cant cost savings for county govern-
ments struggling to make ends meet.”
Pre-adjudication refers to all activi-
ties that occur before the defendant
faces judgment.

According to NJAC, “In general,
federal regulations prohibit Medic-
aid coverage for care provided to
incarcerated individuals. However, a
1997 ruling provides an exception for
Medicaid-eligible inmates who become
inpatients of a hospital or nursing home
upon the recommendation of a phy-
sician; and, then receive room, board,
and professional services in the hos-
pital or nursing home for a 24-hour
period or longer.”

“Hudson County has estimated that
provision alone would save them over
a million dollars a year in health-care
costs,” Mr. Guzzo said. “The reason
for this resolution is to urge the state
to comply to give relief to those coun-
ties relative to those costs” in county
correctional facilities budgets.

The Union County freeholders also
considered a resolution to award a
$88,000 contract for marketing ser-
vices that would include Runnells
Specialized Hospital, which the
county is currently in negotiations
to sell to a nursing home operator.

William Reyes, deputy county
manager and director of economic
development, said the firm, SMG of
Rutherford, would also do market-
ing for the county, including a citi-
zens directory, as well as develop a
campaign to get more people to join
the county’s different social media.
He said SMG would also be involved
in campaigns for various economic
development projects for the county.
He said SMG’s marketing efforts
include the design and distribution
of brochures and mailers and work
on Internet components of market-
ing campaigns.

The contract, to be on the free-
holders’ regular agenda meeting to-
night for action by the board, would
run from April 1 through December
31 of this year. The company has

done marketing for Runnells in pre-
vious years as well as work on mar-
keting efforts for the county’s
FirstAlert system, Mr. Reyes said.

Another resolution considered
would allow the county to enter into
a memorandum of understanding
with Special Olympics New Jersey
to run a variety of sports programs
for the county’s youth with disabili-
ties at county park facilities from
April 1 through December 31 of this
year at no cost to the county.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said the county is creat-
ing temporary soccer fields at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark for the program
as well as programs at the county’s
two public golf courses.
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Medicaid  For Inmates
begin advertising on all vans in order to
generate additional revenue.

In the social services division, Mr.
Guzzo is requesting to spend a total of
$39.3 million, up $2.8 million from last
year’s figure of $36.5 million. While
addressing the components of the in-
crease, he said salaries will grow $1.85
million due to the hiring of 10 addi-
tional case workers and a 4-percent
contractual compensation increase. Mr.
Guzzo said the Affordable Care Act
will cause overtime to increase by
$150,000, and the balance, about
$846,000, represents additional oper-
ating expenses.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
asked Mr. Guzzo if he was engaged in
grant writing services given that grant
money is “drying up.” Mr. Guzzo re-
plied that the department is “fully en-
gaged, but (grant money) is not going
to offset” the costs. Mr. Jalloh com-
mended the department’s services and
urged Mr. Guzzo to continue to “man-
age within the budget.”

During the prosecution discussion,
Acting Prosecutor Grace Park requested
a total budget of $20.9 million, about
$200,000 more than last year. Ms. Park
said the department handled over 4,000
cases last year and that the homicide
solve rate was about 50 percent.

Ms. Park said one of the
department’s top priorities in 2014 is
the non-lethal shooting initiative. Ms.
Park said the department will work in
partnership with municipal police
departments, assistant prosecutors
from the Guns, Gangs, Drugs and
Violent Crimes Task Force, and de-
tectives from the Intelligence Unit to
improve the solve rate in this area and
to “get violent offenders off the
streets.”

Ms. Park said her overtime budget
request of $600,000, up from
$550,000, is partly due to additional
clerical expenses. She said the de-
partment needs to hire three Hispanic
bilingual clerks to help transcribe video
recordings of witness statements. Mr.
Jalloh asked why these clerk positions
need to be filled after having been
vacant for several years.

First Assistant Prosecutor Thomas
Isenhour said the law, which went into
effect in January, 2013, requires video
recordings of defendants and key wit-
nesses. “We didn’t have to do this two
years ago,” Mr. Isenhour said. He added
that “keeping pace has been a real

challenge,” and that it is difficult to find
people to fill these positions.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked Mr.
Isenhour about overall overtime costs.
Mr. Isenhour replied that $500,000 is
for direct detective costs of responding
to incidents occurring after normal
working hours. Mr. Isenhour added
that material witnesses are sometimes
transported from another state and held
in the county through the end of a trial.
“We have no choice, we have to spend
the money,” Mr. Isenhour said.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich passionately praised the ef-
forts of his entire department, particu-
larly Undersheriff Joseph Cryan, at the
beginning of the sheriff discussion.
Undersheriff Cryan said the
department’s accomplishments in 2013
included the processing of over 300
crime scenes and the transportation of
thousands of prisoners without signifi-
cant incidents.

Undersheriff Cryan said the depart-
ment will upgrade the Union County
Courthouse tower building’s security
and video cameras and prepare for the
opening of the new Family Courthouse
in 2014. The department’s budget re-
quest of $17.3 million, an increase of
$700,000, will fund the hiring of 10
sheriff’s officers to staff the new court-
house.

During the administrative services
discussion, Department of Adminis-
trative Services Director Norman
Albert, appointed to the position after
the recent departure of Matthew
DiRado, said his budget of $9.5 million
includes the salaries of former parks
and recreation employees shifted to his
department.

Mr. Albert said his personnel and
labor relations division continually
negotiates with the county’s 22 unions.
He said all county employees, includ-
ing non-union workers, are now con-
tributing toward their health-care costs
in accordance with the state’s pension
and health benefits reform law (Chap-
ter 78) passed in 2011.

Given the complexity of regulations
and dealing with health benefits issues
across all the county’s divisions, Mr.
Albert said his budget request includes
funding the hiring of two insurance
compliance officers. Mr. Jalloh noted
that Mr. DiRado, Mr. Albert’s prede-
cessor, had also asked the board to hire
two such officers to help with the
workload.

Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELPING HAND...Garwood crossing guard Rose Mary Snow thanks Police
Chief Bruce Underhill at Tuesday’s council meeting for the performance of two
of his officers, who helped an unidentified woman open her locked car at the
Garwood “Y” on the morning of March 12.
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