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Corrections
An article on the Westfield Recre-

ation Commission in the March 10th
issue incorrectly identified a resident.
The correct name is Richard Elbert.

Also, a report on the Westfield
Board of Education meeting should
have stated that during the time pe-
riod of September 1, 2013 to Decem-
ber 31, 2013 the number of con-
firmed incidents in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools of violence, vandalism,
substance abuse and harassment was
five and the number of confirmed
incidents of harassment, intimidation
and bullying was two.

Photo courtesy of Charlie Bowman
ANYONE CAN WHISTLE…In the Westfield High School Theatre Department’s spring musical, Anyone Can Whistle, last
weekend, the notorious crooks of a bankrupt town belt out the song, “I’ve Got You to Lean On” at the top of Act II. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Treasurer Cooley (Daniel Coelho), Chief of Police Magruder (Colin Barry), Comptroller Schub
(Frank Guerriero) and Mayor Cora Hoover Hooper (Madeleine Rosenthal). See story in next week’s edition.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ST. PATTY’S DAY...Decked from head to toe in green, bagpipers perform in the
Union County St. Patrick's Day Parade in Union on Saturday afternoon.

 Photo courtesy of Lorre Korecky
BUDGET DELIBERATION...Westfield Board of Education (BOE) members
deliberate the school budget at the board’s meeting on March 11. Pictured, from
left to right, are: BOE Business Adminstrator Dana Sullivan, and BOE members
Mitch Slater and Ginny Leiz.

Towns, County Working to Fill
Potholes From Winter Storms

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Municipal and
county public works crews have been
out trying to fill the large volume of
potholes caused by the high number
of snowstorms this winter.

Jim Gildea, Westfield town admin-
istrator, said two- to three-man pot-
hole repair crews have been out fill-
ing potholes with hot asphalt.

“We have been trying to keep up
with that (pothole reports) and will
continue to do that,” Mr. Gildea said,
noting that residents have been re-
porting potholes to the town’s pot-
hole hotline, (908) 789-4100, option
3.

He said some roads are in such bad
shape that additional work besides

patching will be necessary. In that
regard, he said the town is looking to
add sections of streets to its list of
roadways to be paved this year as part
of Westfield’s capital budget.

“Sometimes it is beyond patch-
ing,” Mr. Gildea said.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Jerry Giaimis said the Public Works
Department has been working on
“temporary fixes” to some of the more
significant potholes amidst the win-
ter season. He acknowledged a re-
cent shortage of patching materials
but hoped that the supply was now
back to normal.

Now that the weather is breaking,
he told The Westfield Leader that a
more detailed analysis will be done
of the conditions of local streets. The

strategy will be similar to
snowplowing in terms of prioritiz-
ing, Mr. Giaimis said.

Fanwood Council President Russell
J. Huegel said “the borough is in
relatively good condition” concern-
ing pothole repairs.

“Most of the holes are located in
and around intersections where streets
join together. Last week, I went
throughout the borough with our di-
rector of public works and our bor-
ough engineer to perform a visual
survey of the streets,” Councilman
Huegel said.

“For now, due to the varying tem-
peratures, we will be addressing the
few most severe potholes with a cold
patch. Cold patches are temporary,
but they will last until weather condi-
tions are more favorable for hot as-
phalt and a more permanent repair,”
he said. “If any resident wishes to
report a pothole within the borough
they can feel free to contact our pub-
lic works department ((908) 322-
7404) or utilize our website at
www.fanwoodnj.org.”

“We will be looking at every street,
with main roads, streets around the
schools and emergency access streets
being addressed first. Then we’ll
move on to secondary streets and
then tertiary streets,” he said.

Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
called filling the high quantity of
potholes a “very challenging situa-
tion.”

“I am very pleased with our (public
works crew). They have been out on
a regular basis attempting to keep
ahead of storms we have had to repair
holes so that the plows do not make
them worse,” she said. “I am disap-
pointed with the county, however, as
South Avenue (a county road) is a
real mess in certain locations.”

According to Mountainside Direc-
tor of Public Works Ron Romak, the
borough engineer oversees “an ag-
gressive ongoing maintenance pro-
gram that the governing body (bor-
ough council) has enthusiastically
supported for years.”

“In addition, our five-man depart-
ment of public works crew continu-
ally repairs potholes on a batch basis.
We have committed at least five full
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WF Council Postpones Budget
Presentation; Swears in Officer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD —At its regular con-
ference session on Tuesday, the
Westfield Town Council announced
that the 2014 municipal budget pre-
sentation to the public and the
council’s subsequent vote to approve
it would be delayed until the next
scheduled town council meeting. Also
during the meeting, Westfield Police
Officer Gregory Penn was sworn in.

“Some of you may remember we
were actually expecting to introduce
our budget tonight,” stated Town
Administrator James Gildea. “We’re
not doing that tonight. The state has
actually advised all municipalities
that there will be some new figures
coming out for the pension bill later
this week. Once we know what they
are, we will then change our budget
accordingly and then expect to ap-

prove our budget on [Tuesday] April
1, our next scheduled meeting.”

The town’s budget for 2014 will be
approximately $38,745,396. The
owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment in
the town of Westfield, will see their
taxes increased by $78 for the year.

The increase in spending for the
municipal budget is less than 1 per-
cent, meeting the state’s 2-percent
tax levy cap.

During the public meeting, Officer
Gregory Penn was formally sworn in
as the newest member of the Westfield

Cranford Continues
Town Budget Hearings
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held its third
round of public budget hearings Tues-
day evening,. The session lasted three
and a half hours before it adjourned
to go into executive session.

Business Administrator Terence
Hall said was to present the final
budget proposal to the committee
last night after this newspaper’s press
deadline.

“Some deductions in some depart-
ments will have to be made,” he said,
but declined to release any figures on
Tuesday evening. Last year’s budget
was $34,303,953.

Warren Korecky and Bill Swisher,
auditors with the firm of Suplee,
Clooney and Co., of Westfield, told
the committee that, this year the man-
dated cap for appropriations is at one
half of one percent. In last year’s
budget it was 2 percent. “The cost of
living adjustment (COLA) for appro-
priations is the lowest I have ever
seen,” Mr. Korecky said.

Monika Jencik, who is a registered
environmental health specialist with

the township’s health department, said
her budget for this year is $214,745
lower than last year’s figure of
$272,308. She said the lower number
is due to the loss of an employee.

“This year the department is oper-
ating with one full-time and one part-
time employee,” she said.

Ms. Jencik also said the depart-
ment has a contract with Westfield,
which costs $79,117 to provide ser-
vices such as shots and health clinics.

Presenting budget requests from
the police department in a power
point presentation were new Police
Chief James Wozniak, Lieutenant Ed
Davenport and Captain Joseph Van
Bergen. The department has 46 po-
lice officers and 10 dispatchers.

The presentation was quite exten-
sive and included salaries and wages,
which was the bulk of the budget,
also maintenance, firearms, uniforms,
professional development and many
other allocations. The proposed de-
partment budget for this year is
$5,063,246 compared to last year’s
budget of $5,168,792. Chief Wozniak
said the department expects to pro-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
NEW OFFICER...Westfield Police Officer Gregory Penn is sworn in by Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky as his mother, Donna Knapp, holds the Bible at the Westfield
Council meeting on Tuesday night.
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Public Safety, Parks Depts.
Present County Budgets

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The second of four
scheduled budget meetings pro-
ceeded on Tuesday. The board’s fis-
cal affairs committee reviewed the
spending requests of the public safety
and parks and recreation departments.
Most of the 90-minute meeting, held
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside, centered on
public safety revenues and expenses.

During the public safety discus-
sion, Public Safety Director Andrew
Moran said revenues in the consumer
affairs division increased last year to
$421,500, up from $85,100 in 2012.
He said the division issued $30,000
in fines to businesses that violated the
Consumer Fraud Act. Mr. Moran said
the division will continue to educate
businesses about changes in regula-
tions in order to help promote volun-
tary compliance with the laws.

Mr. Moran said last year the weights
and measures division cited commer-
cial businesses for 2,716 violations.
He said by fines and registration fees
generated revenues of $206.6 mil-
lion, up from $73.7 million in 2012.
Mr. Moran said his employees. “Go
out and scan to supermarkets and
stores” using a Universal Product
Code scanner to monitor the accu-
racy of pricing and labeling of con-
sumer packages.

 Freeholder Linda Carter asked Mr.
Moran about the division’s increase
in overtime. Mr. Moran replied that
he adjusted employee hours to a 40-

hour work week from 35 hours and
added an additional employee to help
mitigate overtime costs. He said he
expects more man-power hours will
continue to bring in more revenue.

Mr. Moran said the county police
successfully realized state agency
accreditation and recognition by the
Commission on Accreditation for
Law Enforcement Agencies
(CALEA). He noted the department
is one of only six police departments,
out of the 23 in the county, to achieve
such accreditation.

In addition, Mr. Moran said the
police department will continue its
efforts to extend and provide shared
service with municipalities relative
to E-9-1-1 call taking and Fire/Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) dis-
patch.

“Our county-wide EMS mutual aid
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Council Approves
$12.3 Million Budget
KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE - Mountainside
Borough Council approved a budget
of $12,300,690 at its March 18 meet-
ing, a $375,918 increase from the
2013 budget, which was $11,924,772.
The borough’s budget surplus is ex-
pected to increase to $1,435,000 in
2014 from $1,335,000 in 2013. The
number of borough full- and part-
time employees has been reduced by
one to 64.

The council encouraged residents
to attend the public hearing on the
budget, which will be held at the
municipal building on Tuesday, April
22, at 8 p.m. Copies of the budget are
available for review on the borough’s
website and at the municipal build-

ing and the library.
Mayor Paul Mirabelli and the coun-

cil commended the Police Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) Local 126 for
the recent contract negotiations
which, Councilman Keith Turner
noted, were the smoothest in recent
memory with both sides taking what
he characterized as a constructive
good faith approach to reaching an
agreement in the best interests of the
residents of Mountainside.

The council approved a resolution
to appoint Cynthia West as court ad-
ministrator.

They thanked the Mountainside
Board of Education, the parent vol-
unteers and residents who supported
the March 11, $19.5-million school

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Photo courtesy of Jennifer Straus
ROLE REVERSAL...Curious deer peek into a home in the Indian Forest section
of Westfield.

Photo courtesy of Ken Zierler
BUENOS DIAS...Ken and Debbie Zierler with their daughter, Tara, catch up on
hometown news in The Westfield Leader in front of the Cathedral in Seville, Spain.
Tara is with the CIEE Program in Bollullos, where she teaches English to
elementary-school children.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SHUSHAN PURIM...Michael Lieberman, dressed as Harry Potter, and his
grandmother enjoy Congregation Beth Israel’s Purim Carnival in Scotch Plains
on Sunday morning.

days to it in the past month, having
applied around 4,000 pounds of
blacktop by hand to try to keep things
in check,” he said.

Union County spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia said public works
crews also have been out patching
potholes.

“We have crews out in every area
doing repairs as needed [using] coal
patch, since it is too cold to lay hot
asphalt,” Mr. Delia said. “And as soon
as the weather breaks, we plan to
address the worst areas first that we’ve
been able to identify and send crews
out to cut and patch using hot as-
phalt.”

Area residents can report a pothole
on county roads at http://ucnj.org/
report-a-pot-hole/ or on a state road
at http://www.state.nj.us/transporta-
tion/commuter/potholeform.shtm.

Fanwood was contacted for this
story but did not respond as of press
deadline.

Editors Note: Fred Rossi, Kate
Browne and Catherine Watson also
contributed to this story.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Potholes

mote two patrolmen to sergeant in
May and to hire two recruits in July.

“Within this budget we’ll have a
surplus of $15,003.89,” Chief
Wozniak said.

The chief added, “We are an ag-
gressive and proactive department.”

Township Engineer and Director
of Public Works Richard Marsden
requested $386,864 for this year. Last
year’s amount was $237,284. He
urged the committee to allow the
engineering department to return to
the full staff level it had in 2010. He
said he wants the department to have,
beside himself, an engineering aid, a
part-time engineer, a secretary and a
part-time sanitary sewer operator. He
also said, “We may have to replace a
1986 truck.” He said public works
operates on a separate budget.

The committee then continued to
ask questions about line items in the
budget. which were explained by of-
ficials. Mr. Hall said, “We’ve tracked
what could be deducted by the March
25 public meeting.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

Police Department by Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky.

A graduate of Brookdale College,
Officer Penn was appointed a
Westfield police officer by the town
on November 11 of last year and
completed the requirements for Po-
lice Training Commission certifica-
tion at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains on De-
cember 10.

Police Chief David Wayman of-
fered comments on the hiring of Of-
ficer Penn, stating, “One of the most
important things one can do as police
chief is the hiring of new police offic-
ers. You’re really creating a bond, or
a marriage for the next 25 years or so
between the officer and the police
department.

“So we take this very seriously and
we put our applicants through a very
intense interview process…the pur-
pose of this is to make sure not only
is the officer the best qualified but
also is the best fit for the Westfield
Police Department.”

Chief Wayman continued, “After
numerous candidate interviews, we
interviewed Officer Penn. After sev-
eral interviews with him on separate
dates and with different interview
panels, we decided Officer Penn
would be the best for the Westfield

Police Department.”
Chief Wayman stated that Officer

Penn also has a Firefighter 1 certifi-
cation as well as an emergency medi-
cal technician (EMT) certification.
Officer Penn currently is in the po-
lice department’s field training pro-
gram and will complete that assign-
ment in mid-April.

After he was sworn in officially
by Mr. Skibitsky, Officer Penn
thanked the mayor, Chief Wayman
and the town council for hiring him
and added, “This is a lifelong dream
that I’ve worked all I can remember
to get here. I think that my experi-
ence as a firefighter and an EMT
brought me to the level I needed to
become a police officer.”

In other news, the council ap-
proved the demolition of a single-
family dwelling located at 321 Saint
Georges Place and the demolition of
a single-family dwelling and de-
tached garage located at 547 Pierson
Street.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 1, at 7 p.m.,
at the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Garwood BOE Discusses
Budget For 2014-2015

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood’s pre-
liminary school budget would see
general expenditures decrease by
about $8,000, or about one-tenth of
a percent, for the next fiscal year,
but see a tax levy increase of about
$228,000, according to estimates
unveiled at Tuesday’s board of edu-
cation (BOE) meeting.

Michael Donow, the BOE’s in-
terim business administrator, who
disclosed the numbers devised by
the board’s finance committee, did
not have available an initial tax im-
pact for the average household but
said he would have it when a hear-
ing on the full budget is held on
Tuesday, April 29. He said the full
budget, which is for the fiscal year
beginning July 1, will be published
the week of April 15.

“The budget is due for submis-
sion to the county office on Thurs-
day,” Mr. Donow said, referring to
the requirement that the executive
county superintendent of schools
review the document. “We’re push-
ing where we need to be for that.
The county will review over the
course for a month or so. They have
to be done by [Thursday] April 24.

“We will advertise the budget in a
user-friendly form in the local pa-
per,” he stated.

Saying the budget was “99 per-
cent ready,” Mr. Donow revealed
few specific numbers.

The “general fund” expenditures
for the next fiscal year were esti-
mated to be $7,866,245, down from
the previous year’s $7.874 million.
“Special revenue” expenditures
were listed at $153,000 and debt
service was estimated at $510,641
for a total budget of $8,529,886.
Last year’s total budget listed on
the Garwood BOE website was
$8,506,667.

The tax levy will jump to
$7,645,688, which includes about
an $85,000 increase in debt service
payments from $303,196 to
$388,710.

Mr. Donow pointed out to the
board that the biggest changes in the
budget included a reduction of about
$90,000 in payments to Clark’s
school district for the borough’s
high-school students. The BOE will
enter into the eighth year of a 10-

year contract with Clark, which af-
ter paying a flat fee for sending the
borough’s ninth- to 12th-grade stu-
dents to its neighboring town, will
pay a per-pupil rate.

Although there will be a slight
increase in enrollment, Mr. Donow
said, Garwood will pay under
$11,000 per pupil. That figure is
what Garwood spends on its stu-
dents in grades 1 through 8, and is
about $1,000 less than Clark’s per-
pupil rate. But the contract with
Clark allows Garwood to pay the
lower rate certified by state offi-
cials in the final three years of the
pact.

Among the biggest increases was
a 20-percent rise in health-care in-
surance costs, money for a third bus
to send students to Clark, a return
of most of the cuts to custodial
maintenance and the addition of
one-and-a-half staff members, in-
cluding one teaching position which
was removed from last year’s bud-
get. Mr. Donow did not give fig-
ures.

The announcement comes nearly
two weeks after the Garwood Bor-
ough Council’s finance committee
released its preliminary spending
plan, which proposed an increase
of $154,433 as part of a $7.612-
million budget. The council’s pro-
posed plan would raise taxes by
approximately $44 for a home as-
sessed at $100,000.

Additionally, the board approved
a services agreement with the bor-
ough for janitorial services at a 2-
percent increase. The vote was a
unanimous 9 to 0.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley
announced that nurse Karen
Lukacovic and science teacher
Karen McCarrick will share the
Educator of the Year Award. It was
the third time during Ms. Quigley’s
tenure that there was a tie for the
award. The two teachers will be
honored at the Education Founda-
tion of Garwood’s 10th Annual Ap-
preciation Dinner on Thursday,
April 24, at The Westwood. Tickets
are $45.

The board also unanimously ap-
proved a school calendar for 2014-
2015 that begins Thursday, September
4, for students and ends June 17, 2015;
includes three snow days and a spring
break from April 3 to 10.

coverage continues to meet increas-
ing demand,” Mr. Moran said. He
noted that Clark and Kenilworth re-
cently joined the county’s dispatch
platform, bringing the total of num-
ber of municipalities and entities ser-
viced to 11.

Mr. Moran said 2013 overtime ex-
penditures included the hiring of five
additional dispatchers, bringing the
total to 14, to help handle the in-
creased call volume. He said his 2014
budget request accounts for the five
additional dispatchers for a six-
month period at a salary of $35,000
each, or $175,000. He said adding
dispatchers provides “more leeway
when we add another town,” and
that he does not expect another town
to join the platform before June of
this year.

Mr. Moran said his department
pays for statistical data provided by
a company called FirstWatch, which
monitors call processing times. He
said the department uses the data to
adjust the work load and to help
meet a 30-second goal for a unit to
be dispatched to an emergency scene.

Regarding the EMS division, Mr.
Moran recommended the hiring of
three additional emergency medical
technicians (EMTs) at a total cost of
$102,000. He said additional staffing
would allow EMTs to be available on
weekends and at midnight on week-
days. Mr. Moran said he would also
like to hire a supervising EMT to
oversee and manage the schedule.

During the parks and recreation
discussion, Department of Parks and
Recreation Director Ronald Zuber
said his budget appears higher by
about $4 million, but he noted that
parks maintenance and other items
were transferred to his department
this year. Mr. Zuber said there are five
vacancies in the park maintenance
division and one vacancy at Watchung
Stables. He said he would like to fill
those openings because “there’s a lot
of work out there.”

Mr. Zuber said total parks revenues
exceeded projections by $700,000,
primarily due to golf operations. He
said golf rounds were up more than
110,000 last year despite the hot sum-
mer weather. Mr. Zuber noted the
completion last year of the clubhouse
and banquet hall at the Galloping
Golf Course in Kenilworth as well as
the opening of the Red Knot Restau-
rant at the golf course. He said the
restaurant, which opened in June,
exceeded $900,000 in revenue in its
first seven months of operation.

Mr. Zuber said Trailside’s outreach
program reached over 700 children
in 2013, visiting schools and com-
munity organizations that are unable
to travel to the facility. Mr. Zuber said
extensive discussions with the pro-

gram director at the Watchung Stables
resulted in a “$200,000 swing in in-
creased revenues and reduced ex-
penses.” Mr. Zuber said his depart-
ment will continue to upgrade the
horse trails and build an overhead
shelter to help patrons and camp par-
ticipants cope with the summer heat
conditions.

Warinanco Park in Roselle will
undergo “a major face lift,” Mr. Zuber
said. He said his department will in-
stall a synthetic track and turf field
with lighting capabilities this year to
help “increase the hours of play,” of
the area’s sports teams. Mr. Zuber
said his department will replace the
spray pools with new equipment,
renovate the octagon bathroom fa-
cility and install an irrigation system
at Chatfield Garden. Mr. Zuber said
the county also plans to design and
install synthetic turf fields at the
following parks: at Rahway River
Park in Rahway and Clark, Madison
Avenue Park in Rahway; and
Mattano Park in Elizabeth.

The next two budget hearings will
begin at 5:30 p.m. each evening as
follows: at the Union County ad-
ministration building, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, sixth floor, in
Elizabeth on Thursday, March 20,
and at the Park Madison Building in
Plainfield, fourth floor conference
room, 200 West Second Street, on
Tuesday, March 25.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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bond referendum that will fund re-
pairs to Deerfield and Beechwood
schools.

In other business, the council
passed resolutions appointing the staff
for the 2014 pool season and awarded
the concession for operating the
pool’s snack bar to B&K Concession
Corp.

Councilman William Lane ex-
pressed his heartfelt appreciation to
the four newly appointed members
of the Mountainside Volunteer Fire
Department: Troy Jalbert, Andrew
Meeks, Casey Olohan and Victor
Pereira. Mr. Lane noted this was the
largest class of volunteers in several
years.

Finally, Mayor Mirabelli reminded
residents that the Mountainside base-
ball and softball teams would kick-
off their 2014 season with an opening
day parade on Saturday, April 5, at 8
a.m. He invited all antique cars and
hot rods to participate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Committee to Look Into SP
Downtown Revitalization

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — In the latest
effort to jumpstart the downtown
business district revitalization, the
Scotch Plains Township Council on
Tuesday voted to establish a Busi-
ness District Development Commit-
tee that will seek to develop business-
friendly practices and opportunities
to attract new businesses and retain
existing ones.

The new group, which will be com-
posed of citizens appointed by the
council, calls into question the future
of the Scotch Plains Management
Corp. (SPMC), which was created in
2008 to manage and oversee the busi-
ness district and to recruit new busi-
nesses. But the SPMC has been met
with resistance from property own-
ers skeptical of the group’s prospects
and resistant to paying the annual
$400 assessment fee that funded
SPMC’s activities. Last year, the
council voted to suspend the assess-
ment, meaning that the SPMC’s 2013
budget was made up of unspent funds
from the prior year. There will be no
assessment on business property
owners this year, meaning that the
SPMC, down to its final dollars, will
likely be unable to mount much of an
effort to foster downtown revitaliza-
tion.

Councilman William Vastine, who
has pushed for the establishment of
the new committee, said the new
group will “remove politicians from
the process and remove the financial
burden” on property owners. He said
he hoped the new group will look at
previous downtown studies and see if
they have any relevance to the present
time. He wants group members to
work with the township planner, at-
torney and engineers to develop a
plan for the downtown. Mr. Vastine
said he hoped the new committee
will “eliminate political interference
and eliminate resistance from prop-
erty owners.” He expressed hope that
“this will allow for a more cooperative
solution.”

Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus said
that while he was “not entirely sure
how the group will function,” he said
it was “good to get the ball rolling.”

Mayor Kevin Glover, however, ap-
peared skeptical, saying the new group
“sounds like another committee,”
pointing to two other entities — the
SPMC and the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association — that
also have the business district as their
focus.  “I look forward to hearing what
this group has to say,” he stated.

In other business at its regular meet-
ing, the council approved a contract
not to exceed $25,000 to Maffey’s
Security Group for electronic locks
and deadbolt systems for restrooms at
township parks. The council also
backed a resolution calling on the
state legislature to make permanent
the 2-percent cap on arbitration awards.
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis said
the cap would help municipalities bet-
ter manage salaries, especially amidst
the state’s property tax and spending
caps.

Mr. Giaimis also said that the coun-
cil will hold another budget meeting
on Tuesday, April 1, to review a bond
ordinance he currently is drafting as
well as to speak with any department
heads about final budget requests or
questions. Mr. Giaimis has provided
the council with his revenue projec-
tions for this year. He anticipates
$14.821 million to be raised via mu-
nicipal property taxes and seeks to use
about $2.7 million in surplus funds.
Mr. Giaimis expects $650,000 in con-
struction code fees and $154,000 in
rents received from telephone compa-
nies for the use of township-owned
cell towers. State aid of $2,227,587 is
equal to last year’s level.

At the start of the meeting, Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella read a proc-
lamation declaring the week of March
16 as Girl Scouts Week in Scotch
Plains. The organization is celebrat-
ing the 102nd anniversary of its
founding this month. Several resi-
dents, as well as Mayor Glover and
Councilman Vastine, spoke about
former mayor Joan Papen, who died
last weekend. Councilman
Llewellyn Jones said the board of
education is planning to pave a pa-
per street next to Brunner School as
part of an effort to improve and
make more efficient the morning
drop-off of students.

SP Library Hopes To
Resume Sunday Hours
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council looks set to approve the
needed additional funding that will al-
low the Scotch Plains Library to re-
sume normal Sunday operating hours.
A year ago, amidst cuts to its budget,
the library closed on Sundays and pared
back its hours on Mondays.

At the council’s budget meeting on
Tuesday, library director Meg Kolaya
said a slight increase of $4,000 in the
library’s $1.35 million funding request
for 2014 would enable her to reopen on
Sundays from September through De-
cember. When Councilman William
Vastine asked how much funding would
be needed to allow the library to open
on Sundays immediately, board of trust-
ees president Jeffrey Noonan estimated
that another $5,000 to $6,000 would
suffice.

When asked, Mrs. Kolaya was not
sure how much added funding would
be required to allow the library to re-
sume its normal Monday hours. Pres-
ently the library opens at 1 p.m. on
Mondays instead of the 9 a.m. opening
time in effect before last year’s budget
cuts.

Mayor Kevin Glover inquired as to
whether a public fundraising drive
might be the route to the needed addi-
tional financing for Sunday hours. Mr.
Noonan said he would ask the board
and the Friends of the Library organi-
zation but cautioned that funds raised
by the Friends group already supports
a variety of library programs. He ex-

pressed some concern that financing
for those programs could be at risk if
money was redirected to paying for the
expanded operating hours.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones then
proposed that an added $10,000 be
added to the library’s budget request to
allow Sunday hours as soon as pos-
sible. When Mr. Vastine proposed add-
ing further funding to allow the re-
sumption of normal Monday hours,
Mayor Glover said he would prefer to
get a more precise estimate of the costs
of expanded Monday hours before con-
sidering the added funding.

When the mayor complained that
certain council members were pushing
for added library funding for political
reasons and for the benefit of the me-
dia, deputy mayor Michael Marcus
criticized the mayor’s “ridiculous com-
ments” and said he was “tired of com-
ments about political posturing.” He
said he favors the restoration of Sunday
hours “for the residents of Scotch
Plains,” adding that he “resents the fact
that everything is being characterized
as being political in nature.”

Eventually, the council did give its
assent to the added $10,000 to the
budget to enable the library to open on
Sundays but put off action on funds for
expanding the Monday hours.

At the start of the meeting, Mrs.
Kolaya provided the council with data
for 2013, including 21,168 holders of
library cards, more than 17,000 of which
are Scotch Plains residents. She said
there were more than 140,000 visits to
the library last year.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NOW HE’S THINKING...In the comic song, “It’s Been A Long Day,” Smitty (Lina Zikas), behind the couple, interprets
the thoughts of Rosemary (Olivia Whitehouse) and J. Pierpont Finch (Jonathan Dawson) in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Repertory’s production of How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying. See page 22 for story.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ST. PATTY’S DAY PARADE…The Union County Police and Fire Pipes and
Drums entertain the crowd at the Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade held
Saturday in Union.

Towns, County Crews Working
To Fill Potholes From Winter

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Municipal and
county public works crews have been
out trying to fill the large volume of
potholes caused by the high number
of snowstorms this winter.

Jim Gildea, Westfield town admin-
istrator, said two- to three-man pot-
hole repair crews have been out filling
potholes with hot asphalt.

“We have been trying to keep up
with that (pothole reports) and will
continue to do that,” Mr. Gildea said,
noting that residents have been report-
ing potholes to the town’s pothole
hotline, (908) 789-4100, option 3.

He said some roads are in such bad
shape that additional work besides

patching will be necessary. In that
regard, he said the town is looking to
add sections of streets to its list of
roadways to be paved this year as part
of Westfield’s capital budget.

“Sometimes it is beyond patch-
ing,” Mr. Gildea said.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Jerry Giaimis said the Public Works CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADE...At the Fanwood Borough Council meeting
on Tuesday night, Mike Bange, American Water’s manager of field operations,
detailed plans for a $4.8-million infrastructure upgrade project, explaining that
many of the cast iron pipes currently serving Fanwood were installed in the early
1900s. Iron deposits/tubercules have accumulated inside the pipes, decreasing the
pipes’ water flow and increasing the threat of cracks.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
GIRL SCOUT WEEK...Girl Scout Troop Nos. 40821 and 40279 from Brunner
School attend the Fanwood Borough Council meeting, at which time Mayor Colleen
Mahr read a proclamation in honor of Girl Scout Week, which was last week. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Public Safety, Parks Depts.
Present County Budgets

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The second of four
scheduled budget meetings pro-
ceeded on Tuesday. The board’s fis-
cal affairs committee reviewed the
spending requests of the public safety
and parks and recreation departments.
Most of the 90-minute meeting, held
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside, centered on
public safety revenues and expenses.

During the public safety discus-
sion, Public Safety Director Andrew
Moran said revenues in the consumer
affairs division increased last year to
$421,500, up from $85,100 in 2012.
He said the division issued $30,000
in fines to businesses that violated the
Consumer Fraud Act. Mr. Moran said
the division will continue to educate
businesses about changes in regula-
tions in order to help promote volun-
tary compliance with the laws.

Mr. Moran said last year the weights
and measures division cited commer-
cial businesses for 2,716 violations.
He said by fines and registration fees
generated revenues of $206.6 mil-
lion, up from $73.7 million in 2012.
Mr. Moran said his employees. “Go
out and scan to supermarkets and
stores” using a Universal Product
Code scanner to monitor the accu-
racy of pricing and labeling of con-
sumer packages.

 Freeholder Linda Carter asked Mr.
Moran about the division’s increase
in overtime. Mr. Moran replied that
he adjusted employee hours to a 40-
hour work week from 35 hours and
added an additional employee to help
mitigate overtime costs. He said he
expects more man-power hours will
continue to bring in more revenue.

Mr. Moran said the county police
successfully realized state agency
accreditation and recognition by the
Commission on Accreditation for
Law Enforcement Agencies
(CALEA). He noted the department
is one of only six police departments,
out of the 23 in the county, to achieve
such accreditation.

In addition, Mr. Moran said the
police department will continue its
efforts to extend and provide shared
service with municipalities relative
to E-9-1-1 call taking and Fire/Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) dis-
patch.

“Our county-wide EMS mutual aid
coverage continues to meet increas-
ing demand,” Mr. Moran said. He
noted that Clark and Kenilworth re-
cently joined the county’s dispatch
platform, bringing the total of num-
ber of municipalities and entities ser-
viced to 11.

Mr. Moran said 2013 overtime ex-
penditures included the hiring of five
additional dispatchers, bringing the
total to 14, to help handle the in-
creased call volume. He said his 2014
budget request accounts for the five
additional dispatchers for a six-month
period at a salary of $35,000 each, or
$175,000. He said adding dispatch-
ers provides “more leeway when we
add another town,” and that he does
not expect another town to join the
platform before June of this year.

Mr. Moran said his department pays
for statistical data provided by a com-
pany called FirstWatch, which moni-
tors call processing times. He said the
department uses the data to adjust the
work load and to help meet a 30-
second goal for a unit to be dis-

Committee Established to Look
Into SP Downtown Revitalization

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In the latest
effort to jumpstart the downtown
business district revitalization, the
Scotch Plains Township Council on
Tuesday voted to establish a Busi-
ness District Development Commit-
tee that will seek to develop business-
friendly practices and opportunities
to attract new businesses and retain
existing ones.

The new group, which will be com-
posed of citizens appointed by the
council, calls into question the future
of the Scotch Plains Management
Corp. (SPMC), which was created in
2008 to manage and oversee the busi-
ness district and to recruit new busi-

nesses. But the SPMC has been met
with resistance from property own-
ers skeptical of the group’s prospects
and resistant to paying the annual
$400 assessment fee that funded
SPMC’s activities. Last year, the
council voted to suspend the assess-
ment, meaning that the SPMC’s 2013
budget was made up of unspent funds
from the prior year. There will be no
assessment on business property
owners this year, meaning that the
SPMC, down to its final dollars, will
likely be unable to mount much of an
effort to foster downtown revitaliza-
tion.

Councilman William Vastine, who
has pushed for the establishment of
the new committee, said the new

group will “remove politicians from
the process and remove the financial
burden” on property owners. He said
he hoped the new group will look at
previous downtown studies and see if
they have any relevance to the present
time. He wants group members to
work with the township planner, at-
torney and engineers to develop a
plan for the downtown. Mr. Vastine
said he hoped the new committee
will “eliminate political interference
and eliminate resistance from prop-
erty owners.” He expressed hope that
“this will allow for a more coopera-
tive solution.”

Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus
said that while he was “not entirely
sure how the group will function,” he
said it was “good to get the ball roll-
ing.” Mayor Kevin Glover, however,
appeared skeptical, saying the new
group “sounds like another commit-
tee,” pointing to two other entities —
the SPMC and the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association —
that also have the business district as
their focus.  “I look forward to hear-
ing what this group has to say,” he
stated.

In other business at its regular meet-
ing, the council approved a contract
not to exceed $25,000 to Maffey’s
Security Group for electronic locks
and deadbolt systems for restrooms
at township parks. The council also
backed a resolution calling on the
state legislature to make permanent
the 2-percent cap on arbitration
awards. Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis said the cap would help mu-
nicipalities better manage salaries,
especially amidst the state’s property
tax and spending caps.

Mr. Giaimis also said that the coun-
cil will hold another budget meeting
on Tuesday, April 1, to review a bond
ordinance he currently is drafting as
well as to speak with any department
heads about final budget requests or
questions. Mr. Giaimis has provided
the council with his revenue projec-
tions for this year. He anticipates

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Department has been working on
“temporary fixes” to some of the more
significant potholes amidst the win-
ter season. He acknowledged a re-
cent shortage of patching materials
but hoped that the supply was now
back to normal.

Now that the weather is breaking,

SP Library Hopes To
Resume Sunday Hours
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council looks set to approve the
needed additional funding that will
allow the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary to resume normal Sunday oper-
ating hours. A year ago, amidst cuts
to its budget, the library closed on
Sundays and pared back its hours on
Mondays.

At the council’s budget meeting on
Tuesday, Library Director Meg
Kolaya said a slight increase of $4,000
in the library’s $1.35-million fund-
ing request for 2014 would enable
her to reopen on Sundays from Sep-
tember through December. When
Councilman William Vastine asked
how much funding would be needed
to allow the library to open on Sun-
days immediately, Board of Trustees
President Jeffrey Noonan estimated
that another $5,000 to $6,000 would
suffice.

When asked, Mrs. Kolaya was not
sure how much added funding would

be required to allow the library to
resume its normal Monday hours.
Presently the library opens at 1 p.m.
on Mondays instead of the 9 a.m.
opening time in effect before last
year’s budget cuts.

Mayor Kevin Glover inquired as to
whether a public fund-raising drive
might be the route to the needed
additional financing for Sunday
hours. Mr. Noonan said he would ask
the board and the Friends of the Li-
brary organization but cautioned that
funds raised by the Friends group
already supports a variety of library
programs. He expressed some con-
cern that financing for those pro-
grams could be at risk if money was
redirected to paying for the expanded
operating hours.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones then
proposed that an additional $10,000
be added to the library’s budget re-
quest to allow Sunday hours as soon
as possible. When Mr. Vastine pro-
posed adding further funding to al-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Major Water Pipe Repairs
Planned For Fanwood

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil devoted the majority of Tuesday
night’s meeting to a presentation by
American Water (AW) representa-
tives detailing plans for a $4.8-mil-
lion infrastructure upgrade project.

Mike Bange, AW’s manager of field
operations, explained that many of
the cast iron pipes currently serving
Fanwood were installed in the early
1900s. Iron deposits (tubercules) have
accumulated inside the pipes, de-
creasing the pipes’ water flow and
increasing the threat of cracks.

Mr. Bange laid out a two-phase
plan. The first phase, slated for March

23 to May, involves completely re-
placing pipes along Martine Avenue
from South Avenue to Trenton Av-
enue, as well as along sections of La
Grande, Trenton and Saville Row.

Phase Two, to take place from April
7 to late September, calls for cleaning
and re-lining pipes on several streets
in Fanwood.

Mr. Bange assured residents and
council that he would be fully com-
mitted to the project and available to
address concerns. “My wife yells at
me because I sleep with [my phone]
next to my bed stand,” he said.

According to Mr. Bange, residents
will receive at least five days advance

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Successful Appeal Can Lead
To Lower Property Taxes

James M. Foerst

Although the real estate market
has rebounded, in many situations
your property value has not caught
up to your tax bill. As a taxpayer, you
have the right to appeal your property
tax assessment as a means to reduce
your real estate tax
obligations. You
should understand
that to be successful
in reducing your tax
bill, you must prove
that your home’s as-
sessed value is le-
gally “unreason-
able.” With a suc-
cessful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be set
for the three years
which can amount to
a considerable
amount of savings.
The best way to suc-
ceed in appealing
your taxes is to
present your claim
to the courts through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.

Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process. He has
assisted hundreds of families in sav-
ing thousands of dollars in property
tax payments over the last decade.

Save money.
Make the sale of
your home more at-
tractive. Reduce the
long-term expenses
associated with your
home. Make it more
affordable to stay in
your house. All with
lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must
be filed by April 1.
For more informa-
tion about tax ap-
peals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the
complimentary as-
sessment form to see
if you can save
money on your taxes

or get started with a free consultation
by calling our experts at (908) 322-
4886.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

1600 Martine Ave • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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Photo courtesy of Ken Zierler
BUENOS DIAS...Ken and Debbie Zierler with their daughter, Tara, catch up on
hometown news in The Westfield Leader in front of the Cathedral in Seville, Spain.
Tara is with the CIEE Program in Bollullos, where she teaches English to
elementary-school children.

SP-F BOE Adopts Tentative
2014-2015 School Budget

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains Fanwood Board of
Education unanimously passed the
proposed 2014-2015 tentative school
budget Tuesday evening at special
meeting.

The $81,179,342 budget includes
a debt service payment of $1,639,850
and an operating fund of $79,539,492.

Board Secretary and Business Ad-
ministrator Deborah Saridaki gave a
presentation of the budget noting that
the percentage increase from last
year’s budget for both Scotch Plains
and Fanwood equals 3.33 percent.
She noted that the estimated tax im-
pact per the average Scotch Plains
accessed home of $125,600 is an
increase of $253, while Fanwood’s
increase weighed in at $213 per an
average $84,628 accessed home. It
was also noted in Ms. Saridaki’s re-
port that “this increase was at the 2
percent cap and will not exceed the
tax cap.”

Ms. Saridaki also noted that the
operating budget did include a
$362,589 increase for employee
health care costs as well as salary
increases. She also stated “revenue
for state aid will remain at the same
level as 2013-2014.”

It was reported that the budget also
includes summer work for aligning
assessments to the common core,
professional development for middle
school math and textbook upgrades
for seventh grade U.S. Government,
Spanish II and AP Physics.

According to Ms. Saridaki, the
budget also reflects 7.4 new staff
positions throughout the district.
These include an instructional coach,
two middle school teachers, a super-
visor of technology and data, a tech
support employee, a high school guid-
ance counselor and science teacher

and a part time high school Mandarin
teacher.

Ms. Saridaki also noted that “the
district has continued to fund mainte-
nance and capital projects within our
budget. If we did not use banked cap,
we would be asking for a bond refer-
endum relative to pressure points,
like maintenance projects that need
to be done.” She further went on to
explain that $1.34 million dollars has
been identified from the banked cap
of 2011-2012. She added that
$500,000 of this banked cap can be
put toward staffing needs, as well as
used to fund one time projects such
as new science labs in the high school.
She further stated “since these are
one time only funds, we are not able
to use this money to move programs
forward, such a supporting a full-day
kindergarten pilot at this time.”

Ms. Saridaki stated that there were
three major projects reflected in the
2014-2015 school budget which in-
clude $1,071,900 for high school sci-
ence lab renovation; a $120,000 boiler
unit at Brunner Elementary School
and $40,000 for various bathroom
upgrades within the district.

Ms. Saridaki did also state that
budget guidelines for the upcoming
year did include maintaining appro-
priate class size, restoring efforts in
staff development, curriculum im-
provements, continue implementing
technology plans and continue en-
ergy saving and long term mainte-
nance and capital improvement
projects.

Budget presentations open to the
public will be held on Monday, April
7, and Thursday, April 24, prior to
voting to adopt it.

The next Board of  Education meet-
ing is scheduled for March 20, at 7:30
p.m. in the Administration building
on Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains.

patched to an emergency scene.
Regarding the EMS division, Mr.

Moran recommended the hiring of
three additional emergency medical
technicians (EMTs) at a total cost of
$102,000. He said additional staffing
would allow EMTs to be available on
weekends and at midnight on week-
days. Mr. Moran said he would also
like to hire a supervising EMT to
oversee and manage the schedule.

During the parks and recreation
discussion, Department of Parks and
Recreation Director Ronald Zuber
said his budget appears higher by
about $4 million, but he noted that
parks maintenance and other items
were transferred to his department
this year. Mr. Zuber said there are five
vacancies in the park maintenance
division and one vacancy at Watchung
Stables. He said he would like to fill
those openings because “there’s a lot
of work out there.”

Mr. Zuber said total parks revenues
exceeded projections by $700,000,
primarily due to golf operations. He
said golf rounds were up more than
110,000 last year despite the hot sum-
mer weather. Mr. Zuber noted the
completion last year of the clubhouse
and banquet hall at the Galloping
Golf Course in Kenilworth as well as
the opening of the Red Knot Restau-
rant at the golf course. He said the
restaurant, which opened in June,
exceeded $900,000 in revenue in its

first seven months of operation.
Mr. Zuber said Trailside’s outreach

program reached over 700 children
in 2013, visiting schools and com-
munity organizations that are unable
to travel to the facility. Mr. Zuber said
extensive discussions with the pro-
gram director at the Watchung Stables
resulted in a “$200,000 swing in in-
creased revenues and reduced ex-
penses.” Mr. Zuber said his depart-
ment will continue to upgrade the
horse trails and build an overhead
shelter to help patrons and camp par-
ticipants cope with the summer heat
conditions.

Warinanco Park in Roselle will
undergo “a major face lift,” Mr. Zuber
said. He said his department will in-
stall a synthetic track and turf field
with lighting capabilities this year to
help “increase the hours of play,” of
the area’s sports teams. Mr. Zuber said
his department will replace the spray
pools with new equipment, renovate
the octagon bathroom facility and in-
stall an irrigation system at Chatfield
Garden. Mr. Zuber said the county
also plans to design and install syn-
thetic turf fields at the following parks:
at Rahway River Park in Rahway and
Clark, Madison Avenue Park in
Rahway; and Mattano Park in Eliza-
beth.

The next two budget hearings will
begin at 5:30 p.m. each evening as
follows: at the Union County admin-
istration building, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, sixth floor, in Elizabeth on
Thursday, March 20, and at the Park
Madison Building in Plainfield, fourth
floor conference room, 200 West Sec-
ond Street, on Tuesday, March 25.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHUSHAN PURIM...Michael Lieberman, dressed as Harry Potter, and his
grandmother enjoy Congregation Beth Israel’s Purim Carnival on Sunday
morning.
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County Budget

he told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that a more detailed analysis will
be done of the conditions of local streets.
The strategy will be similar to
snowplowing in terms of prioritizing,
Mr. Giaimis said.

Fanwood Council President Russell
J. Huegel said “the borough is in rela-
tively good condition” concerning pot-
hole repairs.

“Most of the holes are located in and
around intersections where streets join
together. Last week, I went throughout
the borough with our director of public
works and our borough engineer to
perform a visual survey of the streets,”
Councilman Huegel said.

“For now, due to the varying tem-
peratures, we will be addressing the
few most severe potholes with a cold
patch. Cold patches are temporary, but
they will last until weather conditions
are more favorable for hot asphalt and
a more permanent repair,” he said. “If
any resident wishes to report a pothole
within the borough they can feel free to
contact our public works department
((908) 322-7404) or utilize our website
at www.fanwoodnj.org.”

“We will be looking at every street,
with main roads, streets around the
schools and emergency access streets
being addressed first. Then we’ll move
on to secondary streets and then ter-
tiary streets,” he said.

Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
called filling the high quantity of pot-
holes a “very challenging situation.”

“I am very pleased with our (public
works crew). They have been out on a
regular basis attempting to keep ahead
of storms we have had to repair holes so

that the plows do not make them worse,”
she said. “I am disappointed with the
county, however, as South Avenue (a
county road) is a real mess in certain
locations.”

According to Mountainside Direc-
tor of Public Works Ron Romak, the
borough engineer oversees “an aggres-
sive ongoing maintenance program that
the governing body (borough council)
has enthusiastically supported for
years.”

“In addition, our five-man depart-
ment of public works crew continually
repairs potholes on a batch basis. We
have committed at least five full days to
it in the past month, having applied
around 4,000 pounds of blacktop by
hand to try to keep things in check,” he
said.

Union County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said public works crews also
have been out patching potholes.

“We have crews out in every area
doing repairs as needed [using] coal
patch, since it is too cold to lay hot
asphalt,” Mr. D’Elia said. “And as soon
as the weather breaks, we plan to ad-
dress the worst areas first that we’ve
been able to identify and send crews
out to cut and patch using hot asphalt.”

Area residents can report a pothole
on county roads at http://ucnj.org/re-
port-a-pot-hole/ or on a state road at
http://www.state.nj.us/transportation/
commuter/potholeform.shtm.

Fanwood was contacted for this story
but did not respond as of press dead-
line.

Editor’s Note: Fred Rossi, Kate
Browne and Catherine Watson also
contributed to this story.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Potholes

$14.821 million to be raised via mu-
nicipal property taxes and seeks to
use about $2.7 million in surplus
funds. Mr. Giaimis expects $650,000
in construction code fees and
$154,000 in rents received from tele-
phone companies for the use of town-
ship-owned cell towers. State aid of
$2,227,587 is equal to last year’s
level.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilwoman Colleen Gialanella read a
proclamation declaring the week of
March 16 as Girl Scouts Week in
Scotch Plains. The organization is
celebrating the 102nd anniversary of
its founding this month. Several resi-
dents, as well as Mayor Glover and
Councilman Vastine, spoke about
former mayor Joan Papen, who died
last weekend. Councilman Llewellyn
Jones said the board of education is
planning to pave a paper street next to
Brunner School as part of an effort to
improve and make more efficient the
morning drop-off of students.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

notice before work affecting their
homes begins. They also will receive
a knock on the door a half hour be-
fore any service shut-offs. Service
shut-offs should never last more than
one hour.

Mr. Bange told the audience that
the project involves no charge to resi-
dents. Repair projects in Fanwood
and the 22 other towns he manages
have been funded by a small charge,
the Distribution Service Improvement
Charge (DSIC), that has appeared on
consumers’ water bills for some time.

The DSIC is approved by the State
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) ev-
ery three to four years and is based
on the size of each payer’s water
meter.

Mr. Bange further assured residents
that any damage to their property
would be restored precisely. “If you
had a tree or a plant, we’re gonna put
it back,” he said. AW also will cover
costs for pipes on a homeowner’s
property that are directly affected by
the project, although the law does not
require the company to do so.

Following the work on Martine,
AW will repave that road, curb-to-
curb. While money to fully repave

other roads is not in AW’s budget, the
company will use state-of-the-art in-
frared technology to repair damage
from its excavations. Infrared is less
expensive and less noisy than tradi-
tional patching solutions and pro-
vides a permanent and seamless fix.

In other news, the council ap-
pointed Michael Lewis to the board
of health, and announced the mem-
bers of the Earth Day Committee,
who will oversee Fanwood’s 25th
Earth Day Celebration on Saturday,
April 26.

Fire Chief John Piccola was named
Volunteer of the Month, and new fire
department member, Chris D’Amico,
received approval. The council also
approved a Length of Service Award
Program for fire department and res-
cue squad members.

The council also resolved to estab-
lish a Complete Streets program in
Fanwood, authorized several road
repair projects, and awarded contracts
to architects and engineers who will
renovate parts of the Carriage House
and do work on the new Forest Road
skate park.

The next meeting of the council
will be on Tuesday, April 1.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council

low the resumption of normal Mon-
day hours, Mayor Glover said he
would prefer to get a more precise
estimate of the costs of expanded
Monday hours before considering the
added funding.

When the mayor complained that
certain council members were push-
ing for added library funding for po-
litical reasons and for the benefit of
the media, Deputy Mayor Michael
Marcus criticized the mayor’s “ri-
diculous comments” and said he was
“tired of comments about political
posturing.” He said he favors the res-
toration of Sunday hours “for the
residents of Scotch Plains,” adding
that he “resents the fact that every-
thing is being characterized as being
political in nature.”

Eventually, the council did give its
assent to the added $10,000 to the
budget to enable the library to open on
Sundays but put off action on funds
for expanding the Monday hours.

At the start of the meeting, Mrs.
Kolaya provided the council with data
for 2013, including 21,168 holders
of library cards, more than 17,000 of
which are Scotch Plains residents.
She said there were more than
140,000 visits to the library last year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Library

WF Council Postpones
Budget Presentation

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular
conference session on Tuesday, the
Westfield Town Council announced
that the 2014 municipal budget pre-
sentation to the public and the
council’s subsequent vote to ap-
prove it would be delayed until the
next scheduled town council meet-
ing. Also during the meeting,
Westfield Police Officer Gregory
Penn was sworn in.

“Some of you may remember we
were actually expecting
to introduce our budget
tonight,” stated Town
Administrator James
Gildea. “We’re not do-
ing that tonight. The
state has actually ad-
vised all municipalities
that there will be some
new figures coming out
for the pension bill later
this week. Once we
know what they are, we
will then change our
budget accordingly and
then expect to approve our budget
on [Tuesday] April 1, our next sched-
uled meeting.”

The town’s budget for 2014 will
be approximately $38,745,396. The
owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment
in the Town of Westfield, will see
their taxes increased by $78 for the
year for municipal services.

The increase in spending for the
municipal budget is less than 1 per-
cent, meeting the state’s 2-percent
tax levy cap.

During the public meeting, Of-
ficer Penn was formally sworn in as
the newest member of the Westfield
Police Department by Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky.

A graduate of Brookdale College,
Officer Penn was appointed a
Westfield police officer by the town
on November 11 of last year and
completed the requirements for Po-
lice Training Commission certifica-
tion at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains on De-
cember 10.

Police Chief David Wayman of-
fered comments on the hiring of
Officer Penn, stating, “One of the

most important things one can do as
police chief is the hiring of new
police officers. You’re really creat-
ing a bond or a marriage for the next
25 years or so between the officer
and the police department.

“So we take this very seriously
and we put our applicants through a
very intense interview process…the
purpose of this is to make sure not
only is the officer the best qualified,
but also is the best fit for the Westfield
Police Department.”

Chief Wayman continued, “After
numerous candidate
interviews, we inter-
viewed Officer Penn.
After several inter-
views with him on
separate dates and with
different interview
panels, we decided
Officer Penn would be
the best for the
Westfield Police De-
partment.”

Chief Wayman
stated that Officer Penn
also has a Firefighter 1

certification as well as an emergency
medical technician (EMT) certifica-
tion. Officer Penn currently is in the
police department’s field training
program and will complete that as-
signment in mid-April.

After he was sworn in officially
by Mayor Skibitsky, Officer Penn
thanked the mayor, Chief Wayman
and the town council for hiring him
and added, “This is a lifelong dream
that I’ve worked all I can remember
to get here. I think that my experi-
ence as a firefighter and an EMT
brought me to the level I needed to
become a police officer.”

In other news, the council ap-
proved the demolition of a single-
family dwelling located at 321 Saint
Georges Place and the demolition
of a single-family dwelling and de-
tached garage located at 547 Pierson
Street.

The next town council confer-
ence session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, April 1, at 7
p.m., at the municipal building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
conference session will be immedi-
ately followed by the council’s regu-
lar public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Officer Gregory Penn

Pubic Invited to Learn About
SP-F Proposed School Budget

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education on March 18 adopted
the Tentative 2014-2015 School Bud-
get for submission to the County De-
partment of Education.

The communities of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood are invited to learn
about the 2014-2015 proposed school
budget. There will be two informa-
tion sessions on the budget. The first
session will take place on Wednes-
day, March 26, at 9 a.m. at the PTA
Council meeting. This information
session is open to the public and will
be held at the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education Office lo-
cated on Evergreen Avenue and Ce-
dar Street.

The second presentation will also
be held at the Scotch Plains Fanwood

Board of Education Office on Mon-
day, April 7, at 7:30 p.m.

There will not be a public vote on
the school budget pursuant to Public
Law 2011.

Join School Superintendent Dr.
Margaret Hayes and members of the
Board of Education to hear the pro-
posals that will highlight the district’s
operating budget, including enroll-
ment and staffing needs, educational
initiatives supported by the budget,
facilities projects and the tax impact
of the 2014-2015 school budget. A
copy of the budget presentation is
available at www.spfk12.org.

The Board of Education will meet
on Thursday, April 24, at 8 p.m. for
the final Public Hearing on the 2014-
2015 proposed school budget and
budget adoption.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lesniak Pushing for Hike
In State Gasoline Tax

State Sen. Raymond Lesniak (D-
20th, Elizabeth) is proposing a 4-
cent-per-gallon increase in the state’s
gasoline tax to address mounting in-
frastructure problems for New
Jersey’s roads and bridges, nj.com
has reported.

Sen. Lesniak said the increase
would generate $240 million annu-
ally in additional revenue. Under his
bill, the tax would increase by 4 cents
a gallon each year for the next six
years. The state’s gasoline tax has not
been increased since 1992.

Union County Dems Back
Watson Coleman for Congress
Union County Democrats have

awarded Mercer County state As-
semblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-15, Trenton) their party’s
organization line for Congress in the
12th District, according to The Star-
Ledger. The district includes
Fanwood, Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains.

She won the line over Senator Linda
Greenstein (D-14, Middlesex) and As-
semblyman Upendra Chivukula (D-
17th, Somerset).  The three are running
for the seat being vacated at the end of
the year by U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (D).

The party’s nominee will face Repub-
lican Alieta Eck, a doctor from Franklin.

Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp had
backed Asw. Watson Coleman two
weeks ago.

“Ultimately, we decided that
Bonnie’s experience in the (Legisla-
ture) as majority leader and conference
leader, her experience as a former chair-
man of the New Jersey Democratic
State Committee, her commitment to
progressive Democratic issues and her
ability to bring people together will
enable her to hit the ground running in
Congress,” Asm. Jerry Green said in a
statement, according to the article.

 Asw. Watson Coleman said in a
statement  that she “will stand against
right-wing Tea Party politics” and
work with President Barack Obama to
raise the federal minimum wage, pro-
tect Social Security,  and “push for
equal pay for women and against the
needless efforts to repeal health care
reform.”
Treasurer Drops Online Gambling
Estimates by Over $100 Million
State Treasurer Andrew Sidamon-

Eristoff told Sen. Paul Sarlo (D-
Bergen), chairman of the Senate bud-
get committee, in a letter last week
that the Christie Administration can
no longer estimate the tax revenue
coming from Internet bets, The Star-
Ledger has reported.

Gov. Christie had predicted that
online gambling would produce $180
million in tax revenue for the state
budget. New Jersey legalized Internet
gambling in November. But new pro-
jections have dropped that estimate
to $34 million in the first fiscal year.
Linden Mayor Wants to Reduce

Size, Power of City Council
Linden Mayor Richard Gerbounka

is proposing to change the city char-
ter to reduce the size of the council
and establish the position of a mu-
nicipal business manager, The Star-

Ledger has reported. The council has
10 members when most cities have
between eight and nine members.

The mayor has started a petition
drive to collect 4,000 signatures to
place the proposal before voters on
the November ballot.

Mayor Gerbounka wants to change
Linden from a strong council, weak
mayor form of government to a strong
mayor, weak council form of govern-
ment with a business manager as de-
fined under the state’s Faulkner Act.
He said the council is responsible for
the city budget process. The mayor
does not have a vote on the budget.

“You can’t have a $96-million cor-
poration run by a part-time council,”
he told The Ledger.

HUD Secretary Blames N.J. for
Delays on Sandy Funding

Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Shaun Donovan said last
week the Christie Administration
gave control of a $950-million hous-
ing program to a contractor,
Hammerman and Gainer Inc., that
was ultimately fired for poor perfor-
mance for its handling of distribution
of Sandy aid, The Record reported
last week.

Mr. Donovan made his comments
before a hearing conducted by a hous-
ing committee chaired by Senator
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.).

Gov. Christie has blamed the fed-
eral government for delays in getting
funds to Sandy victims.

According to the report, the state
Economic Development Authority
has issued $13 million of $100 mil-
lion in grants to 270 of 1,540 busi-
nesses that have applied. The Fair
Share Housing Center has said Afri-
can-American and Latino
homeowners were rejected at much
higher rates than whites applying for
the same relief.

Sen. Menendez said he  expects HUD
to require better performance with the
next round of grants to New Jersey.

New Jersey Voters Approve
11 of 13 School Bond Votes

New Jersey voters last week approved
11 of the 13 school construction projects
on ballots, including a $19.5-million
bond referendum in Mountainside,
according to The Star-Ledger.

The projects in all these districts
totaled $116 million, according to
the New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation. A little over $50 million of
the costs is eligible for state aid.

In addition to Mountainside, vot-
ers approved projects in Absecon,
Wallington, Mount Holly, Ocean
City, Verona, Clinton-Glen Gardner,
Middletown, Long Hill Township,
Bloomingdale and Mansfield in War-
ren County.

Voters rejected Greater Egg Har-
bor Regional School District’s pro-
posal for $37 million in renovations
to three high schools and Glassboro’s
proposal for $27 million for security,
electrical and other upgrades at five
schools and renovation of a space to
create a theater at its high school.

Tuesday was one of five dates dur-
ing the year that school districts are
allowed to seek approval from voters
for school construction projects.

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

                DWI Charges?

SM

Specializing in all aspects of
Mortgage Loan Financing

ROBERT DENA
Mortgage Loan Officer

973-568-0902
robert.dena@pncmortgage.com

Call for a free review of  your current mortgage or
get an in-depth pre-approval for your new dream home.

1 LINCOLN PLAZA
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

NMLS # 403800

SP Remembers Mayor Papen
As ‘Mrs. Scotch Plains’

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township offi-
cials past and present recalled former
mayor Joan Papen as someone very de-
voted to the betterment of Scotch Plains
via  elected office, volunteerism and other
civic efforts. And the sizable crowd of
mourners at her wake and funeral this
week was testament to the high esteem in
which she was held.

Mrs. Papen, who served four different
one-year terms as mayor in the 1980s and
1990s, died last Saturday. While her 16-
year stint on the township council —
among the longest tenures in Scotch Plains
history — ended in 1998, her active in-
volvement in the community continued
into this year. She  currently was chair-
woman of the Union County Republican
Women’s Club and vice-chairman of the
Scotch Plains Republican Committee, and
late in December, Mrs. Papen spoke to
the township council to urge increased
funding and support for the annual Christ-
mas manger display that features live
animals.

Mayor Kevin Glover said Mrs. Papen,
“served her township with great dignity
and professionalism,” and told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that she was “al-
ways committed to making Scotch Plains
a better place for all to call home.”

Mrs. Papen was elected to the council
in 1982 and served four four-year terms
before opting not to seek a fifth term in
1998. With mayors in those days being
appointed to one-year terms by their coun-
cil colleagues, Mrs. Papen served as
mayor in 1986, 1989, 1993 and 1998 and
was deputy mayor in the four preceding
years. William McClintock served on the
council with Mrs. Papen in the 1990s and
recalled for The Times that council mem-
bers back then often “referred to her,
affectionately, as ‘Mother,’ because she
was always telling us what to do. And she
was usually right.” After he and Mrs.
Papen left the council, they served as
chairman and vice-chairman, respec-
tively, of the local Republican committee
for most of the 2000s.

Former mayor Gabe Spera, who was
first elected to the council with Mrs. Papen
in 1982, called her “a wonderful friend for
many, many years.” He told The Times
that, “if there ever were the title, Mrs.
Scotch Plains, it would have to be Joan
Papen.” He marveled at her “boundless
energy. She was all over the place, always
working on behalf of the town.”

Another council colleague from the
late 1990s, former mayor Martin Marks,
said Mrs. Papen, “took me under her
wing like a mother hen when I first ar-
rived on the political scene and was al-
ways supportive through the years.” He

called it “an honor to have Joan Papen as
a political colleague and to have served
with her on the township council,” and
said “it was more of an honor to call her
my friend.”

Geri Samuel, who succeeded Mrs.
Papen as mayor in 1999 and was the first
Democrat to lead the council since the
1970s, recalled Mrs. Papen’s helpfulness
to her during the transition after the 1998
election. “I never had any problems with
her,” she said. She described Mrs. Papen
as a “very fair, kind, nice person” who
“did everything she could for the town”
when she was mayor.

Mrs. Papen was never reticent about
speaking to the township council about
issues dear to her, whether it was the
Christmas manger animals, township
budget and tax issues or matters related to
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA). From 1995 to 2011, Mrs. Papen
was Scotch Plains’ representative to
RVSA, where she also served as chair-
woman and vice-chairwoman.

Former township manager Thomas
Atkins, who ran the municipal
government’s day-to-day operations from
1980 to 2008, called Mrs. Papen “the
most conscientious council member I
worked with. She was a very hard worker,
she always gave 100 percent,” he told
The Times.

Mrs. Papen had worked as a legislative
aide for Alan Augustine, the state assem-
blyman and former township mayor, and
Mr. Atkins said she was a “perfect” per-
son for the role. “She knew how to handle
problems, she could dissect problems,
she knew who to call in state government
to resolve a constituent’s problem.”

Robert LaCosta, who has served as
township zoning officer since 1980, de-
scribed Mrs. Papen as “someone who
only had Scotch Plains at heart.” He said
she “always wanted to gain full knowl-
edge of whatever she or we were working
on.” He added that Mrs. Papen “really
appreciated the township employees and
was a real friend to Scotch Plains and to
those who worked for the township.”

Former councilwoman Paulette
Coronato — who served with Mrs. Papen
on the planning board in the 1980s and
1990s and also has been active in local
Republican politics — called the former
mayor “a very kind, caring and loyal
friend who had a great love for Scotch
Plains.” She said Mrs. Papen had served
as a mentor when Mrs. Coronato first got
involved in politics. “She took her re-
sponsibilities seriously and you could
always be certain she would get the job
done properly.”

 Mrs. Coronato said she would miss
Mrs. Papen’s “zest for life, her joy and
most of all her love.”

MS Bd. OKs New Home on
Rt. 22, Lot for JMK Auto

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of ad-
justment last Thursday night approved a
new home to be built on Route 22, a
circular driveway for a home on Summit
Road, which would make a safer egress
for the homeowner, and approved the
leasing of a parking lot behind JMK Auto
Sales.

Plan Thienvanich is applying for a
certificate of non-conformity for a single-
family home on a lot in the light industrial
zone on Route 22. He was accompanied
by his attorney, Michael Panagos, and
Peter Hogaboom, his real estate agent.

The board also approved an applica-
tion by Michael DeRoberts of Summit
Road, who was applying to construct a
circular driveway in the front yard of his
home. He assured the board that paving
with impervious material would not cause
a drainage problem on the property, since
a five-foot pipe had been installed to
handle any additional runoff. Mr.
DeRoberts said pulling out of his drive-
way is so dangerous because of the cars
coming down the hill at 50 m.p.h. His
home, he said, is right at the curve in the
road so visibility is difficult, which makes
leaving the property extremely danger-
ous.

Jeffrey Sleppi of Sylvan Lane was
approved for a variance to install solar
panels onto the roof of a single-family
home. The panels are considered an ac-
cessory use.

JMK Auto Sales of Route 22 and Glen
Road was approved to construct a gravel

parking lot for an outdoor storage area
which would require a variance for ex-
pansion of a non-conforming use of ve-
hicle storage with undersized parking
space dimensions, shared parking with
an adjoining lot on a gravel (pervious
surface) and inadequate parking space
for ingress and egress. A bulk variance
and final site-plan approval was sought
by the applicant.

The owner of JMK Auto Sales, Roger
Kosempel, testified that it would be
more efficient to lease the lot behind
the business from Joe Lipson rather
than having to bring the cars onto Route
22 and drive a circuitous route to place
the cars near the building. He said they
were seeking to drive through their
own lot and put the cars in Mr. Lipson’s
lot behind the JMK building and exist-
ing lots. JMK was represented by attor-
ney Marsha Moore and engineer Rich
Keller, who outlined the final site plan
for the board.

 Mr. Keller said the lot would have a
blockage screen to hide the car storage
from nearby residents. He also said
security monitoring would be in place
along with low-impact lighting, in def-
erence to the neighbors. The number of
vehicles to be stored on the property
would be 100 to 175, Mr. Keller said.
He said the lot would operate Monday
through Friday between 7 a.m. and 8
p.m., Fridays from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mr.
Keller assured the board that there
would be no servicing of vehicles in the
lot.

Borough Engineer John Chadwick
said, “I think this was a thorough presen-
tation and it has reconciled issues with
the master plan.”

The application of the Cornerstone
Day School LLC of Bristol Road was
postponed. The private school is propos-
ing to expand the use of the school in a
portion of the existing commercial build-
ing. The applicant also is seeking to add
an outdoor awning.

According to its website. Cornerstone
is a private therapeutic school for stu-
dents in grades 5 to 12 with major emo-
tional and psychiatric problems.

New Bus Service for
Pulaski Skyway Closure

COUNTY – With closure of the
Pulaski Skyway coming up on Sat-
urday, April 12, a new bus service to
help reduce traffic tie-ups is already
rolling through four Union County
municipalities. The new service, bus
no. 95, is one of several transit alter-
natives available to Union County
residents.

Bus 95 operates between the new
Park-and-Ride at the Sears parking
lot on eastbound Route 22 at Terrill
Road in Watchung, and Newark Penn
Station. Parking at the new Park-and-
Ride is free.

From Watchung, the new service

travels along existing local bus stops
on Route 22 through Scotch Plains
and Mountainside. It continues local
stops through Springfield and Union
Center. After that it returns to Route
22, where it goes express to Newark.

Inbound service is available only
during morning rush hours. Outbound
service is available only during
evening rush hours for a total of 16
rides.

Additional trains and rail cars also
are being added to NJ Transit trains
that service Union County along the
Raritan Valley and Morris and Essex
lines.
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Lance Awarded ‘Spirit of
 Enterprise’ by U.S. Chamber

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has been
awarded the “Spirit of Enterprise”
Award by the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce in recognition of his support
of pro-growth, pro-jobs policies dur-
ing the first session of the 113th Con-
gress.

“My top priority in Congress is to
give the private sector the tools needed
for businesses, large and small, to
grow and create good paying jobs. I
am honored by this recognition, but
the real work of building our economy
for the 21st century belongs to the
entrepreneurs, innovators and hard-
working middle class men and women
who will be empowered by lower
taxes, fewer regulations and less red
tape,” Mr. Lance said after the cer-
emony.

“The year 2013 was challenging,
but Congressman Lance worked to
pass legislation and enact policies
that will keep our country moving
forward economically,” U.S. Cham-
ber President and Chief Executive
Officer Thomas J. Donohue said.
“The Spirit of Enterprise Award rec-
ognizes legislators like Congressman
Lance who have demonstrated their
commitment to supporting pro-
growth policies in the 113th Con-
gress.”

The award is based on rankings the
U.S. Chamber gives members of
Congress for key votes on legislation
that would promote economic growth.
Votes that were ranked for 2013 in-
clude:

Repealing the President’s health
care law ObamaCare, which the Con-
gressional Budget Office recently
estimated will compromise 2.5 mil-
lion jobs; enacting an “all-of-the-
above” national energy policy that
includes the Keystone XL pipeline
and other development that would
bring down fuel prices on the con-
sumer and create more American jobs
while reducing U.S. dependence on
foreign energy, and passing a budget
that balances.

Jim Coyle, president of the Gate-
way Regional Chamber, said Mr.
Lance understands the needs of New
Jersey’s small businesses and job cre-
ators in the Garden State.

“It is no surprise to hear that Con-

gressman Leonard Lance has been
awarded the U.S. Chamber’s highest
honor,” Mr. Coyle said. “Congress-
man Lance has listened to our con-
cerns and effectively advocated in
Washington on our behalf. We appre-
ciate Congressman Lance is working
to lower taxes and standing up against
policies that would hurt New Jersey’s
job-creating small businesses.”

The U.S. Chamber is the world’s
largest business federation represent-
ing more than three million businesses
of every size, sector and region.

Pulaski  Meeting
Set for Union County
COUNTY – Union County com-

muters and other stakeholders will
get a chance to learn firsthand about
their travel options during the up-
coming Pulaski Skyway closure at a
public meeting hosted by the New
Jersey State Department of Trans-
portation (DOT). The meeting will
be held on Wednesday, April 2, from
5 p.m. to 7 p.m., at the Kean Univer-
sity STEM Building, opposite the
main campus at 1000 Morris Avenue.
Free parking is available at the rear of
the building.

DOT will close both of the north-
bound lanes on the Pulaski Skyway
for two years starting on Saturday,
April 12. The closure is needed in
order to perform rehabilitation work
on the 80-year-old structure.

The Skyway is not located within
Union County but the closure is ex-
pected to impact traffic patterns
throughout the region, including In-
terstate 78, Route 1&9, and Route
22.

For more details about the Skyway
closure, including rail, bus,
vanpooling, and carpooling options,
visit DOT online at
pulaskiskyway.com.

Convenient links to all regional
transit are also available on the Union
County website at ConneXions,
ucnj.org/connect.

Freeholders Take Action to Sell Runnells Hospital; Seek to
Complete Transaction by Mid-July to Center Mgmt. Group

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday gave
the county’s improvement authority
authorization to negotiate the sale of
the Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights to Wayne-based
Center Management Group, one of
five nursing home operators that re-
sponded to the county’s request for
proposals issued last fall.

The other companies responding
to the county were Ocean Health
Care in Lakewood, Runnells Realty
LLC of Old Bridge, Regency Acqui-
sition of Wayne and Care Point of
Jersey City. Human Services Direc-
tor Frank Guzzo, who gave the pre-
sentation of the Runnells Hospital
Evaluation Team’s report to the free-
holders, said Care Point was elimi-
nated from the process because of
“material flaws in their proposal.”

The county hopes to complete the
sale by mid-July. While no sale prices
were released by officials due to on-
going negotiations, a county
consultant’s report estimated the value
of the Runnells building itself at be-
tween $23 and $26 million. County
Counsel Robert Barry said the county
will require of the new operator that
employees “in good standing” are
given “first right of refusal” for jobs
at Runnells or other Center Manage-
ment nursing homes, a five-year capi-
tal improvement plan at Runnells,
revenue sharing with the county, a
deed restriction requiring that
Runnells remain a long-term-care fa-
cility and that a certain percentage of
beds be available for Union County
residents and indigent patients.

Center Management, which has
been in business for 10 years, serves
in total more than 1,330 patients in its
nursing homes, with its largest facil-
ity having 736 beds. By comparison,
Runnells has 300 long-care beds and
44 beds in its adult psychiatric unit,
Cornerstone.

The freeholders’ action follows a
February 7, 2013 report by Complete
HealthCare Resources, which found
Runnells was being subsidized by
the county to the tune of $17 million
annually. According to the 2014 ex-
ecutive budget by County Manager

Al Faella, the subsidy for 2013 was
$13 million. The Runnells’ deficit has
been blamed on declining Medicaid
and Medicare reimbursement
rates.Seventy-five percent of Runnells
patients are covered by Medicaid.

“The reimbursements just do not
cover the expenses and the gap keeps
getting wider and wider,” Mr. Guzzo
said. He said a shift to community-
based nursing care as an alternative
to nursing homes “has significantly
affected the patient and fiscal opera-
tions” at Runnells.

The freeholders voted 7-1 in favor
of moving ahead with negotiations to
sell Runnells. Freeholder Angel
Estrada, whose mother is a resident at
the facility, was the lone dissenter,
with Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
absent. He said he was concerned
over the quality of care.

“I am very concerned with the level
of service” at Runnells, he said. “Are
they (Center Management) going to
be able to provide the same level of
service? I hope so, but the reality is
that we’ll see.”

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak,
in discussing declining reimburse-
ment rates, said, “We didn’t change
the way we were playing the game;
the game changed.” He said a third of
the state’s 21 counties also have sold
county-owned nursing homes.

“I don’t like the idea of selling this
hospital. No one on this board likes
the idea of selling this hospital. This
has been a very difficult decision and
I think one that every member of the
board has had to come to grips with,”
he said. He said the board will make
sure “that the employees are treated
fairly” by the new operator.

Prior to the board’s vote, many
employees and some former patients
and family members of patients urged
the board not to sell Runnells, which
has been in operation for over 100
years.

Barbara Egger, president of Local
5112 of the Health Professionals and
Allied Employees, representing 70
registered nurses at Runnells, said
she believes the county, “should do
all that it can to ensure that New
Jersey residents have continued ac-
cess to quality health care by the
dedicated staff that works there to-

day.” She urged that as part of the sale
that the new operator honor employee
contracts and “bargaining rights and
workplace standards.”

Judy Harrison of Cranford, whose
husband is a patient at Runnells, said
she is, “very concerned and perplexed
about the future of Runnells.” She
said the current staff “make a huge
impact on the mental, emotional and
physical well-being of the patients
that they serve.”

“We must keep Runnells as the fa-
cility that it is. We cannot sell Runnells
Specialized Hospital,” she said.

Betsy Thornton of North Plainfield,
a 35-year nurse who previously
worked at the former Muhlenberg
Medical Center in Plainfield and now
is at Runnells, said, “You almost can’t
put a price on quality of care,” noting
that patient-to-nurse ratios are much
higher at Center Management’s fa-
cilities than exist at Runnells.

Jay Harris of Cranford, whose fa-
ther is a patient at Runnells, said
patients are “just scared of what’s to

come” with the sale of the facility and
are worried that the quality of care
“will take a serious dive.”

Berkeley Heights Mayor Joseph
Bruno spoke in favor of the plans to
sell Runnells, as the county and town-
ship are expected to receive a com-
bined tax revenue estimated at
$500,000 annually as the property
will be put back in the tax rolls.

“I applaud you for your
efforts...Government should not be
in the medical practice business.
There is someone who can do it bet-
ter and that is the private industry,”
Mayor Bruno said.

He said Berkeley Heights residents
voted for secession recently because
of “frustration” over the “expenses
the county was incurring.”

“This is a great first step towards
mending those fences,” he said.

“This now becomes a ratable for
the county and for the Township of
Berkeley Heights,” Mayor Bruno
added. He said the board’s decision
“shows good fiscal sense.”

Kean, Bramnick, Muñoz
Applaud Passaic Grants

TRENTON  — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit) said
that Governor Chris Christie’s $3
million in stream cleaning grants for
the Passaic River Basin municipali-
ties will protect against flooding in
the 21st District.

Under a grant announced last week,
counties and municipalities in the
21st District will receive $300,000 as
part of an ongoing, long-term effort
to reduce flood impacts in communi-
ties in the Passaic River Basin. That
listing is as follows: Union County,
Morris County, Chatham Borough,
Florham Park, Long Hill, Summit,
New  Providence, Berkeley Heights,
Bernards, and Warren Township.

 “These funds will go a long way in
helping communities perform the pre-
ventative work that’s needed to miti-
gate the risk of flooding,” Sen. Kean
said. “Keeping waterways free of

brush and debris is critical to pre-
venting flooding, but it’s tough for
municipalities and counties to tackle
those types of projects on their own
with limited budgets. With these re-
sources, towns can make sure the
work gets done and residents in flood-
prone areas will be better protected.”

Last August, Governor Christie
signed legislation that re-appropri-
ated $3 million from the “Dam, Lake,
Stream, Flood Control, Water Re-
sources and Wastewater Treatment
Project Bond Act of 2003” to fund
state flood control projects.

“These grants are welcome news
for the homeowners and businesses
impacted by chronic flooding,” Asm.
Bramnick said.

“This funding will help to mini-
mize floods by enabling municipali-
ties and counties to remove the trees
and debris from the river,” Asw.
Muñoz added.

“I am grateful that this funding has
been appropriated and these much
needed projects can begin,” she said.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Letters to
the Editor

Thank You MS Voters, Volunteers
 For Passage of Referendum

Thank You MS Voters
For Passing Bond Ref.
On March 11, the Mountainside

community voted overwhelmingly
(over 80 percent of the vote) for the
bond referendum that will enable us
to make much needed upgrades to
our schools. On behalf of the board
of education, I want to share that we
are extremely grateful for the support
of the voters. Every single vote truly
counted.

I would like to thank the
Mountainside Citizens Action Com-
mittee, and the chairperson, Wendy
Caccamo, for their tireless energy
and efforts toward the success of this
campaign. We are excited to embark
on a new journey with the commu-
nity and look forward to developing
a much improved educational envi-
ronment for the children of
Mountainside.

Nancy Lubarsky
Chief School Administrator

Mountainside Board of Education

Lance And ‘Tea Party Friends’ Are
The Ones Circumventing Obamacare

Registered Voters Made Decision Not
To Participate In Established System

Chivukula Seeks Voters Support for
Candidacy for Congress in Dist. 12

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rog – To shake
2. Tilbury – A two-wheeled carriage

for two persons
3. Tasco – A sort of clay for making

melting pots
4. Yukkel – The green woodpecker

AMBLOSIS
1. A condition causing swelling or

bloating of the abdomen
2. Abortion or miscarriage
3. Sleepwalking
4. Alcohol poisoning

TRIBADISM
1. Acting like a heroic champion; in a

knightly fashion
2. The state of being worldly; mun-

dane
3. Obesity
4. Lesbianism

DEDUIT
1. A formal promise or pledge
2. Delight; sport
3. To cheat or defraud
4. Diminish in importance

TREPHA
1. A kind of weak cider
2. Muddy, turbid, thick
3. Fearful, threatening sound
4. Food that is not kosher

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

As chair of the Mountainside Citi-
zens Advisory Committee (MCAC)
in favor of the referendum, I would
like to extend a thank you to all the
volunteers for their help and support.
I would also like to thank all the
voters who made their voices known
during the election. Not only did our
district families support it, but many
residents without children in the
schools supported it as well. This
only reaffirms that we have all cho-
sen a wonderful community to both
live and raise our families.

The following people volunteered
their time to serve on the MCAC:
Beth Alder, Jim Alder, Annie Basile,
Lubka Beke, Susan Berowitz, Ed
Bezerra, John Caccamo, Brandee
Conover, Jennifer Doll, Frank Duca,
Jen Duca, Linda Esemplare, Sean
Flannery, Amanda Galm, Bill
Gottdenker, Rosemarie Graziano,
Chrissy Kiesewetter, Evelyn King,
Lenore Kline, Mary Koehn, John
Koehn, Lisa MacGowan, Christina
Nixon, Luisa Oliviera, Amy Radick,
Hyona Revere, Venessa Rittman,
Scott Schmedel, Jovan Siconolfi, Jeff
Sobel, Don Steinmetz, Sue Tracy,
Judy Wargaski and Crissy Zagami.

Thank you to our board of educa-

tion and administrators for recogniz-
ing the problems and taking action.
This is a tremendous vote of confi-
dence in you. The board of education
has advised me they intend on taking
immediate action and will provide
frequent updates on progress at the
board meetings and in letters to the
editor.

A special thank you to Dr.
Lubarsky. She was available to an-
swer questions, fact-check informa-
tion and provide statistics on mo-
ments notice throughout this entire
campaign. Our district is extremely
lucky to have a CSA who is so dedi-
cated to our community.

Our children will be attending top
notch schools. The yearly operational
savings of $127,500 per year will
enable additional monies to be re-
directed into the curriculum and other
activities. Mountainside’s educational
experience is going to shoot through
the roof and our properly values are
bound to only increase. Sadly, Scott
Schmedel passed away before the
vote, but given his passion on this
issue, we can be certain that he is
doing a happy dance right now.

Wendy Fech-Caccamo
Mountainside

Concerning your editorial of March
3, 2014, unaffiliated (u’s) voters are
not disenfranchised by the present
partisan primaries. These registered
voters made the decision not to par-
ticipate in an established system. It is
not any different from those who
decide not to register to vote or, if
registered, not to vote. And they can
vote in the primary if they declare a
party at the voter sign-in table.

Among unaffiliated voters, it is
estimated that between 13 percent
and 20 percent actually are “inde-
pendent.” (Coincides with my study
of Roselle where 20 percent of u’s
live in u-only households. The rest
generally vote with the partisan lean-
ings of households of party regis-
tered family members live. This is
not unknown consideration in creat-
ing the gerrymander.

Furthermore, u’s vote less regu-
larly in the four-election cycle than
do Democrats who follow Republi-
cans in voter turnout.

Regarding the ‘worrisome levels”
of voter turnout, I might add another
factor besides gerrymandering. Too
many of our races are not about indi-
viduals but partisan blocs. Freehold-
ers and state legislators (only three
districts have bipartisan representa-
tion) run in “teams.” With the excep-
tion of ward-based incorporations,
council/committee members with
soley at-large constituencies run as a
slates (most townships in Union
County don’t have a directly elected
mayor!). It has been increasing even
in the non-partisan board of educa-
tion elections.

If u’s feel left out, then register as a
partisan. It doesn’t dictate your vote
in the booth. If one lives in a “safe”
district, the need to change affiliation
is moot for a primary where the office
is decided.

Roger Stryeski
Chairman

Roselle Republican Committee

Will Sale of Runnells Produce
Tax Relief for County Residents?

Now that the Union County Freeholder Board has
made the decision to sell Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital, a long-term care and rehabilitation facility in
Berkeley Heights, we wonder if Union County tax-
payers — specifically in high taxed towns like
Westfield and Summit — will see any tax relief
when this transaction is completed.

As we have been reporting, Runnells — which
dates to the late 1800s, with the current facility built
in the early 1990s — has been faced with a growing
debt which county taxpayers have subsidized to the
tune of $30 million over the past two years alone. As
Medicaid reimbursements have been declining, the
county has realized balancing Runnells’ budget may
not be in the cards. How has the hospital survived for
so many years? – And why is it now so unmanage-
able?

Selling Runnells’ building itself to a long-term
care facility operator is expected to generate around
$26 million, according to a 2013 report by Complete
HealthCare Resources. The county is selling the
building as well as the land, which equals 45 acres
combined. Supposedly, the land cannot be converted

down the road for use for other purposes.
The county received five responses from its re-

quest for proposals and communicated with four of
them before opting for Center Management Group,
which owns five nursing homes.

Will the county use a portion of the money from
the sale to pay off the $6 million in debt Runnells
has? Will the freeholders place the remaining funds
in surplus to be used with other revenue to offset
county taxes? Will the county deliver a flat county
tax or even a reduction over the next few years?

In addition to revenue from the sale, the county
and Berkeley Heights will share a combined half-
million dollars per year in property-tax revenue as
the property will be put back on the tax rolls.

While we are hopeful that Runnells will remain a
leading long-term care facility in the region, taxpay-
ers cannot continue to subsidize this facility at $13
million a year, with that number expected to con-
tinue to climb. How can a private company run the
hospital without losing money?

The freeholders must realize it’s time to reduce the
tax burden on residents and reduce the debt.

I was at first amused, but then sad
when I read Congressman Leonard
Lance’s recent press release stating
that, “The President has once again,
through UNILATERAL executive
action, circumvented Congress…” re-
garding a provision of the Affordable
Health Care Act (Obamacare). With
the House of Representatives, the
United States Senate, the Supreme
Court and the President all having
already approved of the law, it seems
to me that Representative Lance and
his far right wing conservative Tea
Party friends are the ones who are
trying to UNILATERALLY circum-
vent the law.

Does the Congressman really think
that his 7th District constituents don’t
realize that he has voted over 25
times to prevent Americans who can-
not afford health care insurance from

obtaining same? Each time that he
has voted to repeal this law he has
shown his disdain for affordable
health care for all and his preference
for profitable health insurance com-
panies who find making a profit, not
find providing health care for all, to
be their main reason for existence. I
hope the Congressman enjoys his
health care insurance as he remem-
bers that many Americans can’t af-
ford to have it.

Thanks to him and his friends who
refuse to support universal health care
and instead cling to an outdated in-
surance system that makes the United
States fall further and further down
the ranks of countries that provide
health care for their citizens.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

I am writing you today not just to
ask for your support of my candidacy
for Congress, but also to talk to you
about what I believe in as a Demo-
crat, an elected official, and most
importantly a human being. I believe
in America. More specifically, I be-
lieve in the America that gave me the
opportunity to get a quality educa-
tion, to start a career and a family
when I came to this country with only
a few dollars in my pocket.

Throughout my life, I’ve faced
impossible odds, first as an immi-
grant, then as a community organizer
just starting out in Franklin Town-
ship where we turned a Republican
council Democratic. Whenever I’ve
been told no, I’ve always said, “if
what we are doing is good for the
community, then we will find a way.”
I have taken this approach as an As-
semblyman and will take this ap-
proach to Congress.

I am not the only one who has
faced down impossible odds, how-
ever. Over the past few years, work-
ing and middle-class families have
had to endure one of the most diffi-
cult recessions in our country’s his-
tory. In my capacity as deputy speaker
of the General Assembly, I’ve spoken
to folks all over the state. They are
frustrated because the recovery has
yet to reach their doorsteps. This is
compounded by the fact that we have
had a Republican-led Congress that

has been systematically dismantling
programs that are meant to help
hardworking Americans.

As an engineer, I am trained to
look at the facts and the facts are we
need to fight for progressive values,
not because of blind partisanship, but
because every single American de-
serves a level playing field. We can’t
continue the barbaric practice of cut-
ting programs like food assistance
and unemployment insurance. We
have to fight back.

Ultimately, this isn’t about me or
the other candidates in this race, but
rather about our broader calling to
advocate for economic empowerment
and to engage in genuine problem
solving. From the time I arrived on
America’s shores as an aspiring
graduate student to my career as an
engineer and elected official, I have
faced down difficult odds. I humbly
ask you now to stand with me to make
sure that the hardworking people of
this district have a representative in
Congress that won’t take no for an
answer.

 I would be honored to represent
you in Congress.

Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula
Candidate for Congress (D)

District 12

(1) — Legislation (A-2135) was
introduced to allow illegal aliens to
obtain driving privilege cards. The
logic stated is that many illegal
aliens are driving illegally without
legal insurance.

(2) — With many New Jerseyans
continuing to celebrate St. Patrick’s
Day throughout the entire month
of March with parades and celebra-
tions, some legislators have
partnered with the New Jersey An-
cient Order of Hibernians to speak
out against defamation and bigotry
surrounding Irish culture and those
of Irish descent.

(3) — Senate Democrats advance
bill to require mortgage lenders to
maintain vacant homes during fore-
closure proceedings. It was noted
that homes have been abandoned
everywhere from urban to rural and
suburban communities across New
Jersey — and that all possible ef-
forts must be done while working
through this crisis.

(4) — A Senate Democrat wants
to raise the gas tax by 4 cents a
gallon to generate funds to repair
infrastructure that they have for a
long time neglected while spend-
ing tax money on other items. The
logic appears to be that the state gas
tax, 14.5-cent-per-gallon, is sec-
ond lowest in the nation and it is
time to bring it in line with property
taxes, which are the highest in the
nation.

(5) — Senate Republicans rein-
troduced legislation requiring
county prosecutors to determine a
sexual offender’s risk of re-offense,
or tier, prior to the inmate’s release
from incarceration.

(6) — Rutgers’ University fac-
ulty again voted to rescind former
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice’s invitation to speak at the
upcoming commencement.

Trenton Quips

County Must Get Control of
Ballooning Debt of $469 Mil.

The Union County Freeholder Board has intro-
duced a $508-million budget with a tax levy of $331
million. One glaring figure is the county’s current
outstanding debt — $469 million (the balance equals
$100 million interest and $369 million principal).
This year’s debt service payment will be $60 mil-
lion, a figure which is larger than most municipal
budgets.

Not included in the county debt are “shadow”
debts that exist by the county’s utilities and authori-
ties – debt that is backed by the county should
anyone default.

Over the past 10 to 15 years, the county has
embarked on major building plans, which have
included the public safety building in Westfield, a
new engineering and public works building in
Scotch Plains, expansion of the Trailside Nature
and Science Museum in Mountainside and a 45,000-
square-foot clubhouse and banquet facility at the
Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth. Con-
struction also is underway for the new family court

building in Elizabeth.
While the county has been promoting that the

average taxpayer will only see a property-tax in-
crease of $84, we know that the increase will be
significantly more in towns like Westfield, Summit
and Berkeley Heights. Last year, Westfielders paid
$34 million in county taxes, up $2 million over the
previous year; Summit paid $33.4 million, up $2.6
million, with Berkeley Heights paying $15.6 mil-
lion, an increase of $1.1 million. The average Sum-
mit homeowner saw an increase of over $330 in their
county property tax, with Westfield and Berkeley
Heights residents seeing tax hikes of over $200.

County salaries and wages for 2014 total $174
million for 2,519 full-time county employees, up $5
million and 24 employees over last year.

We believe the county must get control of its
operation and debt to reduce these levels before they
become fully unmanageable. They already consume
a big chunk (arguably too big of a chunk) of your
property taxes.
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This year will be a very active one
for Union County government, the
business community, and other stake-
holders, as we take important steps
toward building a solid platform for
sustainable economic growth.

That includes a firm focus on envi-
ronmental sustainability and quality
of life improvements, as public
wellness and a strong education in-
frastructure are at the core of our
long-term future.

One key activity this year is Union
County 2030. Part of my chairman’s
Initiatives, Union County 2030 is a
multi-layer planning effort designed
to support economic growth while
improving quality of life.

Part of Union County 2030 involves
traditional shovels-in-the-ground civic
projects that form the backbone of
every thriving community.

This year our projects include a
new Family Court building, expan-
sion of the Union County College
campus in Cranford and renovation
of its Plainfield campus, and several
major “Turf and Build” public recre-
ation projects.

A second layer of planning en-
compasses the complex challenges
of sustainable development, trans-
portation, infrastructure resilience,
and competitiveness.

To address these issues, we have
embarked a two-year initiative in part-
nership with Together North Jersey
aimed at achieving a regional plan
for sustainable development based
on the principle that public health,
safety and quality of life are essential
to long-term economic growth.

That includes a new Union County
Sustainable Communities Guide that
we will share with stakeholders this
fall, with the ultimate goal of form-
ing a Livable Communities Network.

A significant element in our trans-
portation planning is one-seat ser-
vice to New York City on the Raritan
Valley line. I pledged to push for that
service as freeholder chairman this
year, and NJ Transit set it in motion

We Can’t Let U.S. Become A Land
Where We Accept Only Laws We Like

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Negligence Cases

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2014 BULK WASTE SCHEDULE

PERMIT REQUIRED
A permit is required at a cost of $80.00.  The amount of material placed
at the curbside cannot exceed 750 pounds per permit.  More than
one permit can be obtained.  The permit fees must be paid for at the time
of registration.  Each registrant will be issued a placard to be displayed
in a window visible from the street.  Neighbors may share a permit, but
all material must be placed at the address of the designated permit holder.
Permit fees shall be non-refundable.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Fill out the registration form contained in the brochure, detach it and either use
the mail or in person registration as described below.  The registration form can
also be downloaded from the Town website at www.westfieldnj.gov.

Registration by Mail
Permits may be obtained through the mail and are to be postmarked no later than
the following schedule:

Postmarked no later than
Ward 1 May 16, 2014
Ward 2 May 23, 2014
Ward 3 May 30, 2014
Ward 4 June 6, 2014

Residents are to mail the completed registration form with a check payable to
“Town of Westfield” to the Department of Public Works, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, NJ  07090, Attention: Residential cleanup.  DO NOT SEND
CASH.  Permits will be mailed back to the resident.  Registrants should have a
general idea of what they will be placing at curbside when they purchase the permit
to determine whether they will need to purchase more than one permit.

Registration In Person
Permits may also be obtained in person at the Westfield Public Works Center, 959
North Avenue, West. Residents are to complete the attached registration application
and bring it to the above address along with a check or money order payable to
the Town of  Westfield.  Cash will not be accepted.  Permits will be sold in
accordance with, and not after, the following schedule:

Wards 1, 2, 3 & 4
Mon. - Fri. May 5 - 9 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Mon. - Fri. May 12 - 16 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Mon. - Fri. May 19 - 23 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tues. – Thurs. May 27 - 29 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wards 2, 3 & 4 only
Mon. – Thurs. June 2 – 5 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wards 3 & 4 only
Mon. - Thurs. June 9 - 12 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Ward 4 only
Mon. - Thurs. June 16 - 19 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

2014 BULK WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Collection of materials will be made BY WARD according to the following schedule
during the month of June. If you are unsure what ward you reside in, please call the
DPW at 908-789-4100 ext. 4600. For more information on the Town’s permit based
cleanup program, please call: 908-789-4100 ext. 4600 or visit the Town Website at
www.westfieldnj.gov.

Collection of materials will be random within each ward; therefore, material must
be out at curbside by 6:00 p.m., on the Sunday before your designated week
but no sooner than the Thursday before. Please be neat! This is important because
collection moves quickly and you will not be picked up if you do not have
the materials curbside.

Ward 1 June 2 - 6
Ward 2 June 9 - 13
Ward 3 June 16 - 20
Ward 4 June 23 - 27

The law is the law or is it?
The manufacture, distribution, or

possession of recreational and me-
dicinal cannabis (marijuana) is a fed-
eral crime. (Schedule 1 of the Com-
prehensive Drug Abuse and Preven-
tion Control Act commonly called
the “Substances Control Act.”)

The United States Supreme Court
has held that there is no medical ne-
cessity exception in the Controlled
Substances Act. (United States v. Oak-
land Cannabis Buyers Cooperative,
532 U.S. 483 (2001). It has held that
Congress has the power under the
Commerce Clause to prohibit the intr-
astate manufacture and possession of
marijuana despite California law as
otherwise there would be a gaping
hole in the Substances Control Act.
(Gonzales v. Reich, 545 U.S. 1 (2005).

We should know that no state un-
der the Supremacy Clause of the
United States Constitution may vio-
late the Substances Control Act! (Ar-
ticle VI, Clause 2).

But none of this seems to matter to
United States Attorney General Eric
H. Holder, Jr. who on August 29,
2013 told the governors of Washing-
ton and Colorado that the United
States Department of Justice would
allow states to implement ballot ini-
tiatives that legalized marijuana use
in their states.

Deputy United States Attorney-
General James M. Cole has stated
that NOT all “marijuana-related con-
duct” would be prosecuted. (Memo-
randum, February 14,2014).

The United States Department of
Justice and the Financial Crimes En-
forcement Network Division of the
United States Department of the Trea-
sury issued rules on February 14, 2014
making it easier for banks to do busi-
ness with marijuana merchants “now
that some states have elected to legal-
ize and regulate the marijuana trade.”

Put another way, the chief federal
law enforcement officer will not fully
enforce a federal law! Nor recognize
international conventions making
cannabis an illegal drug upon which
Congress in fulfilling United States
treaty obligations enacted the Con-
trolled Substances Act of 1970.

The President and the chief execu-
tive officer of the federal government
stated in an interview with The New
Yorker’s David Remnick (“Going The
Distance,” January 27,2014), “As has
been well documented, I smoked pot
as a kid, and I view it has a bad habit
and a vice, not very different from the
cigarettes that I smoked as a young
person up through a big chunk of my
adult life. I don’t think it is more
dangerous than alcohol.”

 Quite an amazing statement when
Congress has determined that can-
nabis “has a high potential for abuse,”
“has no currently accepted medical
use in treatment in the United States,”
and “there is a lack of accepted safety
for use of the drug or other substance
under medical supervision.” (Sched-
ule I, Controlled Substances Act).

When the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention maintains that
“marijuana is a major health problem
in the United States.” (website).

When the public health service
“concludes that marijuana has a broad
range of psychological and physical
affects, many of which are dangerous

and harmful to health.” (website)
When the National Institute of Drug

Abuse states, “The scientific evidence to
date is not sufficient for the marijuana
plant to gain FDA approval, and there
are number of reasons why.” (website)

When the Federal Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) states, “A growing num-
ber of states have passed voter refer-
enda (or legislative actions) making
smoked marijuana available for a
variety of medical conditions upon a
doctor’s recommendation. These
measures are inconsistent with ef-
forts to ensure that medications un-
dergo the rigorous scientific scrutiny
of the FDA approval process and are
proven safe and effective under the
standards of the FD and C Act. Ac-
cordingly FDA, as the federal agency
responsible for reviewing the safety
and efficacy of drugs, DEA (Drug
Enforcement Agency) as the federal
agency charged with enforcing the
CSA, and the Office of National Drug
Control Policy, as the federal coordi-
nator of drug control policy, do not
support the use of smoked marijuana
for medical purposes.” (website)

Nobody has the right to choose
what law to observe and what law to
flout! Dissatisfaction with a law must
be expressed by lobbying legisla-
tures or appealing to the courts or
there is no certainty of law!

 What comes next if a law is ac-
cepted based upon one’s personal
views? What value will there remain
in a legislature voting a bill into law if
people decide not to obey it and law
enforcement decides not to enforce it?

What happens when a President
decides to change provisions of a law
as is being famously claimed with
regard to the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act?

 The central idea that the United
States is a land of laws (“lex terrae”)
has permitted and sustained Ameri-
can political stability for more than
two centuries. We must not accept the
proposition that the United States is
the land where people accept only
the laws that they like!

Law is not a popularity contest.
Stephen Schoeman

Westfield

Union County News

Christopher Hudak, Chairman
Union County Freeholder Board

Planning Ahead for A
Sustainable Future

on Monday, March 3.
The new one-seat service enables

commuters using stations in
Plainfield, Fanwood, Westfield,
Garwood, Cranford, Roselle Park,
and Union to travel to New York Penn
Station without changing trains in
Newark. It is currently available dur-
ing the midday hours (for a printable
Raritan Valley schedule with the new
service highlighted in bold frames
visit njtransit.com).

Other aspects of our long-term
planning include infrastructure hard-
ening and a forthcoming report on
competitiveness by the Heldrich Cen-
ter at Rutgers University.

We are also continuing with our
Union County Means Business net-
working sessions and Union County
Women Mean Business, a special
program introduced last year that aims
to tap into the rich vein of skills and
talents among women in our busi-
ness community.

I hope you will join us in these
efforts to prepare and plan for the
future of Union County.

Keep up with Union County pro-
grams online at ucnj.org, at ucnj.org/
facebook, and at twitter.com/
countyofunionnj.

Residents Can Recycle Electronics
On March 29 in Cranford

CRANFORD – The County of
Union will sponsor a recycling event
for electronic equipment on Satur-
day, March 29, so Union County resi-
dents can get rid of unwanted com-
puters, televisions and other elec-
tronic equipment in an environmen-
tally proper manner.

The special E-cycling event will
take place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the
campus of Union County College,
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

All residents of Union County are
eligible to participate at no cost. There
is a limit of six electronic items per
car.

“Computer monitors, old televi-
sions and other electronic devices are
the source of a considerable amount
of dangerous material, including lead,
mercury, cadmium and PCBs – and it
is unlawful to dispose of them with
the regular garbage,” said Freeholder
Chairman Christopher Hudak, liai-
son to the Union County Solid Waste
Advisory Board. “Up to 95 percent
of most electronic appliances can be
recycled. This is a responsible way to
keep hazardous heavy metals out of
our environment.”

Electronic equipment that will be
accepted on March 29 includes com-
puter monitors, hard drives, modems,
keyboards, CPU’s, mice, printers,
scanners, speakers, televisions, tab-
lets and e-readers, VCR’s, fax ma-
chines, telephones, circuit boards,
CD’s, DVD’s and video cassettes.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their unwanted
electronic equipment. Workers at the
site will unload the vehicles.

Pre-registration is not required for
this special Saturday collection.

Refrigerators, washers and dryers,
microwaves, and air conditioners will
not be accepted, but they are ac-
cepted at Union County’s Scrap Metal
Recycling Program.

A complete list of the materials
that will be accepted on March 29 is
available at the Union County Bu-
reau of Recycling and Planning

website: www.ucnj.org.
The electronics collection will be

held rain or shine, for Union County
residents only and not for businesses.
Proof of Union County residency is
required.

In addition to the special March 29
recycling event sponsored by the
County of Union, there are local busi-
nesses as well as 14 municipalities
that provide E-cycling opportunities
for residents. Visit the county website
or call your municipal recycling co-
ordinator for more computer and elec-
tronics recycling options.

Goodwill and Dell have teamed up
to recycle computers. Goodwill in
Union County is located at 126 Route
22 West, Springfield, next to Macy’s
Furniture. Call Goodwill at (973) 912-
0156 for more details or visit their
web site:
www.reconnectpartnership.com.

Best Buy stores now offer elec-
tronics recycling, including TVs,
computer monitors, DVD players and
other consumer electronics. Visit their
website (www.bestbuy.com) for store
locations, or call toll-free for infor-
mation about electronics recycling:
1-888-237-8289.

Staples also offers a computer re-
cycling program seven days a week.
For more information, visit the Staples
website for store locations:
www.staples.com.

Waste Management accepts “cov-
ered electronics” (televisions, moni-
tors, computers, etc.) at 629-647
Amboy Avenue, Elizabeth, Monday-
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; (908)
629-9270.

An alternative drop-off program
for recycling electronics equipment
is available Monday through Fri-
day between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. at
Newtech Recycling, located at 600-
A Apgar Drive, Somerset; (732)
564-3110. Visit
www.newtechrecycling.com.

For more information about recy-
cling events, please call the Union
County Recycling Hotline at (908)
654-9889.
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POLICE BLOTTER

HISTORY LESSON...Alice Dillon, left, a member of the Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library, joins actors Lisa G. Fleming, Renee Williams and Sandi
Jackson, pictured left to right, following their performance of From the Missis-
sippi Delta, a memoir of civil rights worker Endesha Ida Mae Holland. The
Friends presented the play at the library in February in celebration of Black
History Month. To become a member of the Friends, pick up a membership form
at the library or call board member Lynne Hartzell at (908) 232-7817.

Senior Council to Focus
On Looking One’s Best

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Senior
Citizens Council of Union County
will hold a special spring program
entitled “Sitting Pretty” next Thurs-
day, March 27, at L’Affaire Fine Ca-
tering, located at 1099 Route 22, East,
in Mountainside.

This program will focus on how both
men and women can look their best. A
panel of experts will discuss the secrets
of growing hair, a bright white smile, a
radiant complexion and other topics.

Doors for the program will open at
8:45 a.m. with exhibits and free on-
site screening. A continental break-
fast will be served followed by a
special presentation on “Sitting
Pretty” beginning at 10 a.m.

Featured speakers will include Dr.
Richard Bezozo from Molesafe, who
will discuss “safe skin” and what to
do about spots. Dr. Arthur Bilenker
will talk about the many options avail-
able today in cosmetic dentistry. From
Robert Wood Johnson Rahway Fit-
ness and Wellness Center, personal
trainer Cheryl Taylor will discuss

what being fit really means.
Additionally, the owner and hair-

stylist of Gian’s in Kenilworth and
Leah Dade, a director from Mary
Kay cosmetics, will both offer the
secrets of their trades.

“It’s not just about good genes.
There are many things we can do to
enhance our appearance,” said Ellen
Steinberg, chairwoman of the Union
County Senior Citizens Council. Ri-
chard Stone, executive director of the
Senior Council, added, “Looking
good makes us feel better about our-
selves. And that translates to positive
energy. It’s no wonder that everyone
seems 20 years younger.”

There is no charge for this pro-
gram, but interested persons are asked
to respond in advance. For more in-
formation or to respond, contact the
Union County Senior Citizens Coun-
cil at (908) 964-7555. The Union
County Senior Citizens Council is a
not-for-profit organization devoted
to the needs of older Americans, their
families and caregivers.

WILL A COURT FORCE YOU TO PAY FOR 
YOUR CHILD'S COLLEGE EXPENSES? 

WILL THE COURT LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD'S 
 PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING CUSTODY? 

WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH THE ALIMONY  
REFORM MOVEMENT IN NEW JERSEY? 

FIND OUT. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE.

 

 The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 

Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 40 

years, and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. 

Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Eva M. Uhrik, Esq., will review the law, explain the legal 

process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation, divorce, custody and 

parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review 

of changed financial and child related-circumstances, and how the current economic climate and new 

proposed legislation will impact divorce and post-divorce matters.  

 Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for significant financial savings, 

while assuring that your rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in 

Court proceedings. 

 

 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you are simply curious 

about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already 

divorced, the Seminar will also be of value in explaining post-divorce rights and obligations of former 

spouses. 

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees

Reservations Required (No last names needed) 
Call: (908) 272-0200 

Refreshments will be served   

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2014
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2014
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org 

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com 

Defining a Sense of Self:
Hellenic Therapy Center

Maria Sikoutris-Di Iorio

We all have personal boundaries.
Our boundary defines who we are
and determines how we are able to
interact and relate to the world,
physically, emotionally and spiri-
tually. My boundary lets me know
where I end and you begin. My
boundary allows me to express who
I am and allows you to do the same.
Boundaries exist for our protec-
tion. When our boundaries are in-
tact, we know that we have separate
feelings, thoughts and
realties. If we grew up
in a dysfunctional fam-
ily, inconsistency and
various forms of abuse
influenced our ability to
form and maintain our
boundaries. We also
have difficulty identi-
fying the boundaries of
others. Damaged
boundaries is another
symptom of
codependency.

When we have a lack
of boundaries it becomes difficult
to distinguish self from others. I
feel my feelings and all your feel-
ings, too. I begin to define myself
according to your definition. I lose
my own identity. My feelings are
your feelings, my thoughts are your
thoughts, and I behave the way I
think you want me to. I lose my own
sense of self and cannot define my-
self. I live my life through you.

You need an internal boundary so
you can detach enough to accu-
rately hear what another person tells
you about who he or she is, and you
can separate that person’s feelings
and thoughts from your own. With
a good internal boundary, you can
be in a relationship without pro-

jecting your own skewed interpre-
tations onto the other person or al-
lowing that person’s fear or pain,
for instance, to become your own
and overwhelm you. And an intact
internal boundary is especially help-
ful and necessary when someone is
confronting you.

Emotional boundaries protect us
like an internal shield, helping us
determine which emotions are ours,
and letting us deflect emotions that

are not ours. When we
have healthy emotional
boundaries, we can hon-
estly determine our feel-
ings about any situation,
person, place or thing.
If we take responsibil-
ity for expressing our
emotions and notice the
impact of our behavior
on others, we have
healthy emotional
boundaries.

With healthy bound-
aries you can truly de-

tach from other people while stay-
ing in caring relationships. You can
begin to choose your own behavior,
thinking, and feeling. Learning to
set healthy boundaries is a very big
part of recovery from
codependence. Learning to set
healthy boundaries usually takes
time, practice and patience and does
not happen overnight.

At the Hellenic Therapy Center,
located at 567 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J., we strive at enhancing
a healthy self-esteem and estab-
lishing healthy boundaries in rela-
tionships. We have a team of pro-
fessionals who can work with you.
You may call (908) 322-0112 or
visit www.hellenictherapy.com.
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Open to Kids 3 to 5
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Recreation Commission has
announced that signups for the Small
Fry program is underway. The Sum-
mer Small Fry program is available
to children ages 3 to 5 who have not
yet attended kindergarten.

The program is broken into three,
two-week sessions, beginning June
30, with each session having a 9 to
11:15 a.m. time slot and an 11:30
a.m. to 1:45 p.m. time slot.

Space is limited in the afternoon
slots for all sessions and there is a
waiting list for the morning sessions.
Each session will last 10 days, with
the exception of the first session,
which runs nine days. The fee for the
morning session is $140, with the
first session as $130, and the fee for
the afternoon session is $110, with
the first session as $100.

Registration for each of these pro-
grams can be completed online by
accessing scotchplainsnj.gov and
clicking on the “Community Pass”
link, or through the recreation office.
For more information or if there are
questions, call the Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Department at (908) 322-
6700, extension no. 223.

Temple Men’s Club
Plans Wine Tasting

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Men’s
Club of Congregation Beth Israel
will hold a tasting of Kosher-for-
Passover wines at the synagogue this
Saturday, March 22, at 7:30 p.m.
Light dairy refreshments will be
served at the event.

Wine will be provided by ShopRite
Liquors of Westfield. After the tast-
ing, participants will be able to or-
der their own bottles of wine in prepa-
ration for Passover.

“There is a large selection of Ko-
sher-for-Passover wine available these
days,” said Dave Labush, Congrega-
tion Beth Israel Men’s Club event
chairman. “We are holding this wine
tasting so that people can make edu-
cated decisions about the wine they
choose for their Passover Seders.”

The wine tasting costs $18 per per-
son. To register for the event, or for
more information, contact Mr. Labush
at davelabush@gmail.com or call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.
Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

Investors Foundation Aids
Local Animal Rescue Group
The Investors Foundation, which

provides funding to non-profit orga-
nizations that enrich the communi-
ties served by Investors Bank, has
awarded a $1,000 grant to Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption, Inc., a
not-for-profit rescue group for stray
and abandoned animals.

Best Friend Dog and Animal Adop-
tion rescues animals scheduled to be
put down and provides them with
boarding as well as a number of ser-
vices, including training, medical
treatment and spaying or neutering.

Beyond care services, the group
performs screenings for all adoption
candidates to ensure that the rescues
find a proper home and are less likely
to be abandoned in the future.

“Sometimes finding the right home
for our animals takes time, and our
boarding expenses and veterinary
bills are high,” explained Charlotte
Mross, president and founder of Best
Friend Dog and Animal Adoption.
“We’re grateful for the support of the
Investors Foundation in helping us to
continue providing rescue efforts and
medical care to the animals in need.”

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Spring Recreation
Available to Seniors

FANWOOD — Registration has
begun for the Fanwood Recreation
Department’s spring programs for
senior citizens. Most programs will
begin the week of Monday, March
31, and run weekly through the week
of Monday, June 16.

Programs include Aerobics, Tai
Chi, Tennis, Water Exercise, Zumba
Gold, Gentle Yoga and Line Danc-
ing. All classes are held in the recre-
ation building at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood, with these exceptions:
Water Exercise is held at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey Wilf Jewish Community
Campus indoor pool in Scotch Plains
and Tennis is held at Fanwood’s
LaGrande Park tennis courts.

The fee is $15 per program for
Fanwood and Scotch Plains residents
and $30 for all others. To register
online and pay by credit card, go to
fanwoodrecreation.org. Individuals
also may pick up a paper schedule
and registration form and pay by
check at Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, after today,
Thursday, March 20.

Jews and Christians
To Continue Dialogue
FANWOOD — All are welcome to

join the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church and Temple Sholom on Thurs-
day nights at 6:45 p.m., now through
April 10, for soup and Jewish-Chris-
tian fellowship and dialogue.

Those who can not come early are
invited to join participants at 7:30 p.m.
to watch segments of the award-win-
ning documentary Jews and Chris-
tians — A Journey of Faith, followed
by discussion groups. This portion of
the program is held in the church
sanctuary. Another group meeting for
this documentary and discussion pres-
ently is being offered on Tuesdays at 1
p.m. in the sanctuary.

Participants will learn more about
the Jewish roots of the Christian faith
and how they were redeveloped in
the church. Seeking common ground,
respecting differences and working
for peace and justice are the expecta-
tions and goals of this venture.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
and Temple Sholom are located at 74
South Martine Avenue, at the corner of
La Grande Avenue, in Fanwood. The
dining room entrance is on MacDermott
Place. For further information and di-
rections, call (908) 889-2029 or e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org.

Turkish Bazaar/Rug Sale
To Benefit Area Homeless

AREA — The Elizabeth Coali-
tion to House the Homeless will
host a Turkish Bazaar and Rug Sale
on Saturday, March 29, from 1 to 5
p.m. at The Wagon Shed of the
Liberty Hall Museum, located at
1003 Morris Avenue in Union.

Participants will have an oppor-
tunity to learn more about these
ancient works of art, drink Turkish
tea, enjoy some Turkish treats, bar-
gain and buy a carpet.

Hamza Yildiz, owner of Noah’s
Ark, will show some 500 carpets
available for purchase: small, big,
old, new, Turkish, Persian, and Cen-
tral Asian pile rugs, kilims and
sumacs. Items such as silk bed cov-
ers, cushion covers and jewelry also
will be available for purchase. A
portion of the proceeds from the
sales will be donated to the Eliza-
beth Coalition.

The Coalition is Union County’s
frontline organization responding
to the growing numbers of home-
less families and individuals in lo-
cal communities. For more infor-

mation and to respond, e-mail:
BetsyFabricant@gmail.com. For
directions, visit  kean.edu/
libertyhall/directions.html.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Westfield
Monday, March 10, after being

stopped for motor vehicle violations
on Central Avenue near Sycamore
Avenue, Stephanie Gaspar, 21, of
Edison was arrested on an outstand-
ing Fanwood traffic warrant in the
amount of $89. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 12, Edwin
Reid, 37, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested as the result of a motor vehicle
stop on North Avenue near Elmer
Street on a Springfield traffic warrant
in the amount of $239. He posted bail
and was assigned a new court date.

Thursday, March 13, a retail busi-
ness located on the 100 block of East
Broad Street reported a theft incident
in which one or more unknown indi-
viduals stole approximately $392 in
merchandise.

Friday, March 14, Terence Gmelin,
19, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant
in the amount of $145 after turning
himself in at police headquarters. He
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 10, a resident of

Park Avenue reported that sometime
overnight someone entered his un-
locked motor vehicle and removed
an iPod, valued at approximately
$200.

Monday, March 10, Luis Gonzalez,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with theft after a resident of
Mary Ellen Lane stated that she ob-
served a painter take earrings, valued
at approximately $200, from her bed-
room while he was painting. Accord-
ing to police, the victim contacted
authorities, who responded to the
scene and questioned the suspect.
Gonzalez admitted to taking the ear-
rings and turned them over to the
police. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting $2,500 bail.

Monday, March 10, a resident of
West Broad Street reported that she
has been receiving numerous calls
from a former friend.

Tuesday, March 11, a resident of
Morse Avenue reported that some-
one made approximately $10,000 in
purchases on her credit card without
her authorization.

Wednesday, March 12, Alexander
Rivera, 43, of Hazlet was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on East
Second Street on an outstanding
$1,000 warrant issued by the Scotch
Plains Court. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Thursday, March 13, a resident of
Route 22 reported that sometime over-
night someone entered her unlocked
motor vehicle, which was parked in
the driveway, and removed a GPS
valued at approximately $350.

Thursday, March 13, Jared Turner,
27, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop
on Lamberts Mill Road. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, March 15, Megan
Decristoforo, 32, of Clark was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop on Westfield Road. She
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Sunday, March 16, a resident of
Cook Avenue reported that she had
received a call from someone who
requested her Social Security num-
ber and date of birth so that he could
process a loan. The victim did not
provide the information, police re-
ported.

Mountainside
Monday, March 10, a resident of

New Providence reported that he had
used the valet service at a restaurant
on Route 22 and left his iPhone 5 in
the motor vehicle while he ate. Ac-

cording to police, when he returned
the phone was missing, and when he
was able to track it, the location of the
phone was determined to be in Jersey
City on Lincoln Highway.

Wednesday, March 12, the man-
ager of a Sheffield Street business
reported that a former employee, who
was terminated on September 9, 2013,
was able to obtain three unauthorized
electronic transfers from the
company’s bank, totaling $1,426.

Wednesday, March 13, Joseph
Appessato, 47, of Scotch Plains was
arrested for driving with a suspended
license and on an outstanding ATS
warrant out of Woodbridge Town-
ship in the amount of $500. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
bail.

Friday, March 14, Luis X. Quihpi,
29, of Newark was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22. He
was processed and released at the
scene.

Friday, March 14, a resident of Iris
Drive reported that she had received
a call from an individual claiming to
be from Microsoft who told her that
her computer was hacked and that he
needed to access her computer from
a remote location. According to po-
lice, she allowed him to access her
hard drive and the suspect told her
that her computer had been hacked
and for $200 she could download a
program to protect her personal in-
formation. The victim then wired the
money through Western Union, as
the suspect directed her to do, and the
money was picked up almost imme-
diately, police said. Authorities stated
that it should be a red flag anytime
someone unknown asks for money to
be sent via Western Union.

Saturday, March 15, a resident of
Forest Hill Way reported that some-
one used his debit card to withdraw
money in Harlem on March 2. A
second attempt to withdraw money
was made on March 3, but was de-
clined, police said. According to po-
lice, the victim was out of the country
and in possession of the card the
whole time. The victim stated that he
recently used the card to withdraw
money at the ATM of the Bank of
America branch in Mountainside and
at the Chipotle on Route 22 in Spring-
field.

Saturday, March 15, Cindy Angulo,
24, of Belleville was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22. She
was processed and released at the
scene.

Saturday, March 15, Chris V.
Mitchell, 30, of Middlesex was ar-
rested and charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly provid-
ing false identification to police after
the motor vehicle in which he was a
passenger was stopped for a viola-
tion. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, March 15, Roesohn E.
Little, 43, of Roselle was arrested on
an outstanding ATS warrant in the
amount of $150 after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Sunday, March 16, a resident of
Chimney Ridge reported that some-
one forcibly ripped the downspout
off the side of the residence and pulled
out four low-voltage landscaping
lights from the front yard, causing
approximately $900 in damage. Ac-
cording to police, the homeowners
heard voices in their yard during the
night but did not investigate.

Sunday, March 16, Jahaida M.
Figueroa, 22, of Newark was arrested
and charged with possession of sus-
pected marijuana after the vehicle in
which she was a passenger was
stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Mount Haven Trip
Still Has Openings

SCOTCH PLAINS — Space is
still available for the Scotch Plains
Senior Citizen Advisory
Committee’s trip on Wednesday,
April 23, to Mount Haven Resort in
New Milford, Pa.

Joey Vincent will perform his one-
man show, which includes singing ,
impersonations, trumpet playing and
humor. Both a country buffet on ar-
rival and a large lunch buffet will be
available. The cost is $45 per person
for residents of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood and $47 for all other seniors.

Buses will leave at 8:30 a.m. from
the Scotch Hills Country Club park-
ing lot on Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains and return at approximately
5:30 p.m.

Interested persons may register in
the Scotch Plains Recreation Office,
430 Park Avenue, Room 113, in
Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 222, or (908) 889-2084.
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PRACTICING THEIR FAITH...Third graders in the Religious School at Con-
gregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains received their own prayer books (siddurim)
at a ceremony for their families on March 9. The students led some morning
prayers and performed a play in which they taught lessons about their Hebrew
names. Rabbi George Nudell recited a blessing over the children and Elly
Bauman, education director, presented the prayer books to them in celebration
of their learning to read and chant Hebrew. The students created personalized
covers for their prayer books in January as part of a Family Education program.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
‘Jews of Colonial America’

WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, will present
“The Jews of Colonial America” this
Sunday, March 23. This program will
take place at 2:15 and 3 p.m.

On September 7, 1654, a Dutch ship,
the Ste. Catherine, sailed into the port
of New Amsterdam, now New York
City, and left 23 passengers on the
wharf. They were Jews — four men,
six women and 13 children — who
were fleeing persecution by the Portu-
guese in Brazil. These refugees formed
the first permanent settlement of Jews
in what is now the United States.

Presenter Fran Gold will trace the
path of Jews in colonial America
from these first settlers and also will
talk about other Jewish individuals
who played a part in the settlement
of this country. Among them were
Luis De Torres, interpreter for Chris-
topher Columbus; Francis Salvador,
the first Jew to die in the American
Revolution, and Haym Salomon, a
financier of the Revolution.

Sunday’s program also will include,
between 2 and 4 p.m., tours of the
restored, 1740 farmhouse and 18th-
century open-hearth cooking demon-
strations in the museum’s Frazee Build-
ing. Members of the cooking commit-
tee will prepare food using early-Ameri-
can recipes, colonial-era cooking tools
and seasonal ingredients. The gift shop,
which carries a variety of colonial toys,
crafts, books and educational materi-
als, will be open. Admission to the
museum and its grounds is $3 for adults
and children age 13 and older, $2 for
children ages 3 to 12, and free for those
under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Celebrate the Sea-
son with Spring Cookie Decorating”
on April 6 and the annual “Sheep to
Shawl Festival” on April 27 from 1 to
4 p.m.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
listed on both the State and National
Registers of Historic Places and as a
site on the New Jersey Women’s Heri-
tage Trail. It is available for school,
Scout or other group tours on week-
days during the morning or after school.
Other programs include a showcase of
18th-century skills during which vol-
unteers demonstrate colonial-era crafts
and discuss 18th-century life in New
Jersey for interested groups, including
on-site at local schools.

For more information, call (908)
232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. De-
tails on all programs also are posted
on the museum’s Facebook page. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

Vox Fidelis to Give Concert
Sunday at St. Paul’s Church

WESTFIELD — The a cappella
choir Vox Fidelis will be featured in
concert this Sunday, March 23, at 4
p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.
Vox specializes in sa-
cred Renaissance po-
lyphony, cultivating
and confirming its im-
portant role in tradi-
tional sacred liturgy.
The Friends of Music
at St. Paul’s will spon-
sor this concert.

Vox Fidelis (“Faith-
ful Voice”) performs
concerts and leads
church services
throughout the tri-
state area. In Decem-
ber 2013, the choir
performed in The
Chapel at St.
Bartholomew’s Epis-
copal Church of New
York City as part of
Manhattan’s weekly
concert series sponsored by the
Gotham Early Music Scene. The
group is a member of the Guild for
Early Music and is a 501c3 not-for-
profit organization in the state of
New Jersey.

Vox Director Timothy Smith, a
choral scholar, singer and director,
founded the choir in 2005. Mr. Smith
is the director of music at the Grace
Presbyterian Church of Jenkintown,

Pa. and associate professor of music
and director of choral activities at
Mercer County Community College.
He also lectured for several years at
Mason Gross School of The Arts,

Rutgers University,
serving as assistant di-
rector of the Rutgers
Collegium Musicum.

Mr. Smith has per-
formed with the New
York Philharmonic, the
Philadelphia Orches-
tra, the London Sym-
phony Orchestra, the
Royal Concertgebouw
of Amsterdam, the Ber-
lin Philharmonic, the
Schola Cantorum, Or-
lando, Fla., and the
Cambridge Singers,
London, England, un-
der the direction of di-
rector/composer John
Rutter.

St. Paul’s Church is
located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Area parking is free. Con-
cert tickets may be purchased at the
door. A donation of $20 is suggested
for adults; students are welcome at
no charge. Concert attendees are in-
vited to a wine and hors d’oeuvres
reception following the concert. For
more information, call St. Paul’s
Music Director Charles M. Banks at
(908) 451-5082.

JCC 2014 Family Fun Fest
Open to All This Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — All fami-
lies are invited to the 2014 Family
Fun Fest at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jer-
sey this Sunday, March 23, from 2
to 5 p.m. The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Family Fun Fest is a fun-filled
family event that will feature inflat-
able activities, music, arts and
crafts, snakes and reptiles, a magic
show and dance parties. There also
will be a Frozen room, tricky tray
and giveaways, among other offer-
ings. This event will be geared to-
ward children age 9 and under and
their families.

Proceeds from the 2014 Family
Fun Fest will benefit community
families in need. This year Family
Fun Fest is being opened for free to
more than 40 Homefirst families.
Homefirst,  operated out of
Plainfield, delivers comprehensive
solutions to homelessness by pro-
viding transitional and permanent
housing, homeless-prevention as-
sistance and social services to
strengthen families and build com-
munities.

Tickets may be purchased in ad-
vance at jccnj.org or at the door. Tick-
ets are $25 per family in advance and
$30 per family at the door. Admis-
sion includes all activities, giveaways
and some snacks. Food will be avail-
able at an additional cost.

Among the event sponsors are
Durham School Services,
Northfield Bank, Powerhouse Stu-

dios and Entertainment, NJY
Camps, Party Perfect Rentals, Sum-
mit Medical Group, Coldwell
Banker and Investors Bank.

For more information about this
event, contact Sandra Kenoff, di-
rector of marketing and special
events, at skenoff@jccnj.org or
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 221.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
a constituent agency of the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest
NJ, United Way of Greater Union
County and the Westfield United
Fund. Financial assistance is avail-
able for membership and various
programs.

LOCAL TALENT...Lyric
soprano Carey Hackett, of
St. Paul’s Parish Choir, also
is among the 10 Vox Fidelis
singers performing in con-
cert at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church this Sunday.

Kendricks Welcome
Son, Gus Stephen

Stephen and Brooke (Smith)
Kendrick of Westfield have an-
nounced the birth of their first child,
a son, Gus Stephen, on Wednesday,
February 12, at 11:23 p.m. at
Morristown Medical Center in
Morristown, N.J.

Gus weighed 9 pounds and 1 ounce
and measured 21¼ inches in length
at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Jeff and Ginny Smith of
Westfield.

His paternal grandparents are
Steve and Debbie Kendrick of
Westfield.

Gus’ paternal great-grandmother is
Jane Perry of North Wildwood, N.J.

SPIDER VEINS?
GET YOUR LEGS
READY FOR SUMMER!
Amazing results without surgery using simple 
sclerotherapy and new laser treatments.
NJ’s largest and most respected vascular practice is
now delivering innovative and exceptional care in
seven convenient locations. We are here to help!

THE CARDIOVASCULAR CARE GROUP
Dedicated to Total Cardiovascular Care

Vascular Specialists:
Clifford M. Sales, MD
Michael A. Pontoriero, MD
Jonathan A. Levison, MD
Mark H. Kumar, MD
Raymond J. Holmes, MD
Michael D. Addis, MD

Salvador A. Cuadra, MD
Combiz Rezayat, MD
Scott A. Sundick, MD
Harry Agis, MD
Mark W. Moritz, MD
Michael Ombrellino, MD

www.veininstitutenj.com • www.theveincenternj.com
973-291-2123

Westfield • Springfield • Morristown • Clifton

Princeton • Shrewsbury • Sparta

        INCOME TAX PREPARATION 

   MILLIONS OF RETURNS WERE REJECTED LAST YEAR 

        This year hire a professional and avoid the headache 

���������������������������Daniel Cullinane CPA 

                                  1 6 Wernik Place, Metuchen, NJ 08840 

                                   732-516-1648 

                    MBA in taxation CPA NJ, NY, Fla  35 years experience 

                                         www.DanielCullinanecpa.com 

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

Lenten Study Series
To Begin at FCC

WESTFIELD – In observance of
Lent, the First Congregational
Church of Westfield will offer a
special four-week adult study se-
ries examining how God uses the
broken pieces in people’s lives to
build a whole person. The series
will begin on Monday, March 24,
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. and will
continue on consecutive Mondays
through April 14.

Entitled “Mosaic: When God uses
all the pieces of our lives,” the se-
ries “will examine how God uses
restlessness, regret, rejection and
relationships to build a beautiful,
moving picture,” according to an
overview of the program from the
church. In dealing with these and
other questions, participants also
will journey with Jesus on His way
into Jerusalem. All evenings will be
free and open to the public.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For additional infor-
mation, call the church office at
(908) 233-2494 or visit the church
website, fccofwestfield.org.

Hist. Soc. to Present
Doll Program Sunday
CRANFORD — The Cranford His-

torical Society will present “My Doll
and Me” this Sunday, March 23, from
2 to 4 p.m. Starting at 2:15 p.m., this
program will be presented at the Crane-
Phillips House Museum, located at
124 North Union Avenue in Cranford.

Participants are invited to bring a
doll and talk about it with other chil-
dren, as well as play games, win
prizes, make something for their doll
and enjoy tea and cookies. There also
will be a contest to name a Victorian
doll. The winning name will be picked
that day in a random drawing.

Admission will be free and seating
is limited. To reserve a seat, call the
Historical Society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the non-profit
Cranford Historical Society has been
dedicated to the preservation and per-
petuation of Cranford’s history. More
information is available at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Mountainside Squad
Announces Egg Hunt
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Rescue Squad will
present its annual Spring Egg Hunt
on Saturday, April 12, at noon at its
headquarters, located at 1385 Route
22, East, at New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

All are welcome. Participants are
urged to bring a basket to hold their
eggs and families are invited to bring
cameras for picture-taking. The event
will be held rain or shine. For more
information, call (908) 233-6338.

Trinity Church-YFCS Slate
Parents Seminar Tonight

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church in Cranford and Youth
and Family Counseling Service in
Westfield will present a free aware-
ness seminar for the parents of teen-
agers this evening, Thursday, March
20, beginning at 7 p.m. It will take
place in Witherington Hall at the Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue in Cranford.

The purpose of the seminar is to
help parents to be able to distinguish
between normal teenage behavior
and abnormal behavior that could
result in a crisis, and the knowledge
about what steps to take in a crisis.
“The seminar was born from our
repeated experience in responding
to teenage crises, including suicide,”
said the Reverend Gina Walsh-Mi-
nor, rector of Trinity Episcopal

Church.
“Parents are constantly challenged

with differentiating between normal
‘acting out’ behaviors versus danger-
ous or crisis behaviors in their teen-
agers,” said Carol M. Pedro, execu-
tive director of Youth and Family
Counseling Service. “We are hoping
to help parents identify alarming or
crisis behaviors early-on and what
steps to take if they do.”

Kathy Crescenzi, board certified
advance practice nurse, will be the
guest speaker. She brings many years
of experience in psychiatric evalua-
tions, prescribing and monitoring
medications, and psychotherapy. Ms.
Crescenzi will focus on mental health
issues in teenagers.

The seminar is part of the “Do
Anything: A Collaboration of Love”
series to help educate and empower
parents of teens. Everyone is invited
to attend. For more information, visit
yfcsnj.org.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Novena To St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for 3 favors, 1

business, 2 impossible. Say 9
Hail Mary’s for 9 days with
lighted candles. Pray whether
you believe or not. Publish on
the 9th day. May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be praised, adored and
glorified today and every day.
Request will be granted no mat-
ter how impossible it seems. St.
Clare, St. Jude, St. Therese in-
fant of Prague, St. Ann and St.
Joseph, St. Peregrini, St. An-
thony, St. Lucy, St. Michael the
Archangel, pray for us, so that
each and every priest will re-
peatedly say yes to the call he
has received, remain constant in
practicing the gospel message
and be faithful forever as a com-
panion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

John Paul II
D. K.

Marguerite McSweeney, 94, Beloved
Mother of Eight, Formerly of Westfield

Marguerite (Mulshine)
McSweeney, 94, of Clinton, N.J.
passed away on Tuesday, March 11,
2014, at the Saucon Valley Manor in
Hellertown, Pa.

Born in Roselle Park, N.J., Mar-
guerite lived and raised her large
family in Westfield, N.J. until mov-
ing to Spring Lake, N.J. in the 1980s.
She was a member of the Shoreline
Club in Belmar, N.J.

Marguerite was predeceased by
her loving husband of 57 years, Wil-
liam P. McSweeney, who died in
2000; her son, Robert, who died in
1997, and her daughter, Elizabeth
Brackman, who died in 2001. She is
survived by her loving children, Wil-
liam and his wife, Jane, of Clinton
Township, Kathleen Cotter and her
husband, Gerald, of Alexandria
Township, Margaret Ann Ayers and
her husband, David, of Biddeford,
Me., Maureen Luke and her hus-
band, Steven, of Rocklin, Calif., Su-
san Ulmes and her husband, Michael,
of Holland Township and Brian and

his wife, Mary Ellen, of Windsor,
Calif.; 14 grandchildren; 14 great-
grandchildren and one great-great-
grandchild.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Friday, March 14, 2014, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Burial followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by Gray Fu-
neral Directors, A Life Celebration
Home, 318 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Marguerite’s name to a
favorite charity.

March 20, 2014

Beverly J. Costello, 66, Bookkeeper;
Was Draftswoman For Area Firms

Beverly Joan Costello, 66, of Ab-
erdeen, formerly of Westfield, passed
away peacefully at home surrounded
by family on Monday, March 10,
2014. Beverly was born in East Or-
ange, N.J. to Robert A. Hess, Jr. and
Sophie Mosuriak Hess.

She was retired from Nifty Prod-
ucts in Old Bridge as their book-
keeper. Before her years as a book-
keeper, Beverly was an expert
draftswoman for prominent civil en-
gineering firms in the county. She
enjoyed cooking, quilting, drawing
and traveling.

She is predeceased by her parents.
Bev is survived by her beloved

husband of 42 years, Peter E. Costello;

her only son, Gregg Costello of
Keyport; sisters, Linda J. Hess of
Forked River, Claire Hess of Ken-
tucky and Joyce Ditzel and her hus-
band, Gary, of Barnegat; sister-in-
law, Joan Wood of Massachusetts,
and her granddaughter, Jyllian.

A memorial gathering was held on
Sunday, March 16, at the John E. Day
Funeral Home, 85 Riverside Avenue,
Red Bank. Committal was private.

In lieu of flowers, the family pre-
fers donations in Bev’s memory to
VNA Health Group at vnahg.org.

Please visit Beverly’s memorial
website available at
www.johnedayfuneralhome.com.

March 20, 2014

Ruth Thatcher, Family Matriarch;
Active With Local Organizations

Ruth Elizabeth (née Drummond)
Thatcher of Bridgewater, in her 102nd
year, passed over on Sunday, March
2, 2014.

A memorial, in honor of the Matri-
arch of both the Drummond and
Thatcher families, was held
at Arbor Glen, 100 Monroe
Street, Bridgewater, on Sun-
day, March 16, 2014, and
another will be held at the
First Congregational
Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, Westfield, on
Sunday, March 23, 2014,
from 3 to 5 p.m. Interment
will be at the Memorial
Garden at the Congrega-
tional Church following the
memorial service. The me-
morial service in Westfield will be
officiated by the Reverend Dr. Mark
Boyea, senior minister.

Ruth was born, the third of five
children, 29 September 1912 in
Monett, Mo. to Guy and Susan
Drummond. She moved with her fam-
ily throughout Alabama, Kansas and
Missouri until settling in Springfield
about 1916. She graduated from
Springfield High School, went on to
three years at Springfield Teachers
College, finally graduating from
Comptometer School in 1933. She
traveled with family to New York
City, where she found work with

Western Electric (AT&T) and met
her husband-to-be, John Thatcher.

Subsequent to their marriage in
1937, she became the mother of two
sons and the homemaker for her fam-
ily. After moving to Westfield in 1943,

she became active in the
Westfield League of
Women Voters and the
YWCA, and, with her
husband, John,
Westmarco, the Theatre,
Highland and Swimming
Club (founders) and the
Community Players. She
also enjoyed music and
plays.

Ruth was predeceased
by her parents, Guy and
Susan Drummond; her

brothers, William, Burton, James and
Robert, and her husband, John. She is
survived by her sons, Robert and
Ronald; her grandchildren, Lisa and
Michael; great-grandchildren,
Melanie, Michael and Matthew, and
numerous nephews and nieces.

Arrangements are by the Bruce C.
VanArsdale Funeral Home, 111 North
Gaston Avenue, Somerville.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made in Ruth’s name to any charity. To
send condolences to the family, visit
www.brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com.
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Ruth E. Thatcher

Edward B. Levine, 87, Navy Veteran;
Worked For IBM For Over 25 Years

Edward B. Levine, 87, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, March 12, 2014.

Born in New York City, he was
formerly of the Allentown and
Bethlehem, Pa. area before moving
to Westfield in 1965. Ed graduated
from Lehigh University in 1950 with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Eco-
nomics. He continued his education
and earned his MBA from Harvard
University Business School. He then
received his second master’s degree
in Anthropology from the New School
for Social Research, and finally in
1984 he received his Ph.D. from
Rutgers University in New
Brunswick.

Ed served his country in the U.S.
Navy during World War II. He was
employed at IBM for more than 25
years in many capacities in computer-
related positions. He retired in 1986.

In his spare time he volunteered as
a mediator in the Union County Court
System. Ed enjoyed traveling, walk-

ing, reading The New York Times,
rooting for the New York Giants, at-
tending the JCC Senior program and
was especially interested in photog-
raphy. He will be sadly missed by his
family and friends.

He is predeceased by his wife,
Joyce, who passed away in 2008.

Surviving are his daughters, Joan
DeFeis, Carol Levine and her hus-
band, Todd Horowitz, and Nancy
Levine; his sister, Marilyn Pacic, and
two grandsons, Luke and Scott.

Services were held on Friday at the
Bruce C. Van Arsdale Funeral Home,
111 North Gaston Avenue,
Somerville. Interment followed at
Cedar Park Cemetery in Paramus.

Donations can be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association, 400 Mor-
ris Avenue, Denville, N.J. 07834. To
send condolences to the family, visit
www.brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com.

March 20, 2014

Harmin Visscher Wood, 78,
Was An Avid Student of the Arts

On March 4, 2014, his family laid
to rest a man who loved adventure.
Harmin Visscher Wood was intelli-
gent and remained an enthusiastic
student of the arts. Harmin passed at
the age of 78 knowing he was loved
and cherished by his family and
friends.

Harmin was born December 5,
1935 in New York City and resided
with his family in Bronxville, N.Y.
and Stonington, Conn. prior to at-
tending St. Paul’s School in New
Hampshire, as well as Cornell Uni-
versity. He resided with his wife and

children in Westfield, N.J. and was a
reinsurance executive in Manhattan
prior to retiring to Europe.

Harmin passed away at Princess
Grace Hospital, Monaco, after a brief
illness. His remains will be commit-
ted to the Mediterranean Sea, which
connects him for eternity to our
shores and his beloved Europe.

Harmin is survived by his former
wife, Ann; daughter, Phyllis; son,
Tad (Harmin Jr.); brother, Franklin
Secor Wood, Jr., and sister, Mary
Visscher Wood, as well as five lovely
grandchildren, Katie, Andrew,
Alison, Ben and Chris.

A memorial service will be held in
his honor at St. Anne’s Episcopal
Church, Annapolis, Md., on Satur-
day, April 26, at 3 p.m. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a contribu-
tion to JDRF, 825 Hammonds Ferry
Road, Suite H, Linthicum, Md. 21090.

March 20, 2014

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000039

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-46340-09

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR WELLS FARGO
ASSET SECURITIES CORPORATION, MORT-
GAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-PA3

VS.
Defendant: DAVID FALK; LAURIE FALK;

WELLS FARGO BANK, NA
Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/22/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-One Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Four
and 89/100*** $561,134.89.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 623 Westfield Toad,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 1 in Block: 3301
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 134x190
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road and

Evergreen Avenue.
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water

information was not available-you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if
any): None

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Ninety-Five
Thousand Three Hundred Twenty-One and 72/
100*** $595,321.72 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-127958
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000017

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006190-13

Plaintiff: PENNYMAC CORP.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN P. SUBBIE; CRANER,

SATKIN, SCHEER, SCHWARTZ & ARNOLD,
P.C.; CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.; MARIA
SUBBIE N/K/A MARIA SIMONE

Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/19/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Four
and 62/100*** $365,674.62.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2201 Mountain Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 1 in Block: 2904
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately)

46x59x81x50x128
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water

information was not available-you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if
any): None

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-Six
Thousand Eight Hundred Thirteen and 43/100***
$376,813.43 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-150622
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14 Fee: $208.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13005258

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004810-13

Plaintiff: CENLAR FSB
VS.
Defendant: DEBRA A. ABEIGON ALA DEBRA

A. DOUVILLE
Sale Date: 04/02/2014
Writ of Execution: 12/05/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eight Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Eight and
46/100*** $308,538.46.

CONCISE STATEMENT OF DESCRIPTION
OF REAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD

MUNICIPALITY: Fanwood Borough
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
STREET & STREET NO: 15 Stewart Place
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 26, LOT: 31
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 40.00 feet x 152.44

feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 165.00 feet

Northeasterly from the intersection of the North-
westerly sideline of Stewart Place with the North-
easterly sideline of Terrill Road.

SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): Barry Will-
iams holds a mortgage in the amount of
$200,000.00 as of 05/11/2006

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Eight and 03/
100*** $326,688.03 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/06, 03/13, 03/20
& 03/27/14 Fee: $171.36

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-14000152

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003123-13

Plaintiff: PENNYMAC CORP.
VS.
Defendant: MARGARET STREET; WELLS

FARGO BANK, NA
Sale Date: 04/09/2014
Writ of Execution: 09/24/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Eighteen
and 64/100*** $485,618.64.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2519 Waverly Place,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 2 (fka Lot 10) in Block: 6102 (fka
Block 161)

Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50 x 90
Nearest Cross Street: Jerusalem Road
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water

information was not available - you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if
any):

The plaintiff has obtained a letter of indemnifi-
cation which will insure the successful bidder at
sale in respect to: Judgement#: J-005099-2004
in the amount of $1,446.00.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Two Thousand
One Hundred Twenty and 03/100*** $502,120.03
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: FCZ-138108-R1
4 T - 03/13, 03/20, 03/27
& 04/03/14 Fee: $210.12

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ (908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Sally Bauer Doerr
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

www.mastermemorials.com

Susan Paules, Had Career in High Fashion;
Held Championships in Dog Show Ring

Susan H. Paules died on Friday,
March 14, 2014, at Broad Creek Care
Center in Hilton Head Island, S.C.

She lived in Westfield, N.J. for 27
years before moving to Moss Creek in
1994 and then to Tide Pointe in 2012.

She had been a resident of the
Hilton Head area for approximately
20 years. She was born on October
13, 1937 in Baltimore, Md. to Anne
F. and Dr. John T. Howard. She is
survived by her husband of 51 years,
Charlie; a sister, Karen F. Hamer of
Newville, Pa., and two nieces, Anne
F. Carter of West River, Md. and
Roberta K. Hamer of Lebanon, Pa.

She had a career in high fashion
sales and management with Saks Fifth
Avenue. She had an interest in dogs,
which led her to the show ring where

she held both U.S. and Bermuda cham-
pionships for her West Highland White
Terriers. She was secretary of the West
Highland White Terrier Club of North-
ern New Jersey and was a member of
the board of the Hilton Head Island
Kennel Club, where she held the pub-
licity chair and hospitality chair for
the Annual Dog Show. She was active
with the Jasper Animal Rescue Mis-
sion (JARM) and Hospice Care of the
Lowcountry.

A private memorial service will be
held. In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to the
Family and Children’s Services, 16
Jefferson Avenue, Elizabeth, N.J.
07201.

March 20, 2014

Liliane S. Galt, 85, Active Parishioner;
Westfield Day Care Center Teacher

Liliane S. Galt, 85, of Westfield,
N.J. died on Tuesday, March 11, fol-
lowing complications from surgery.

Born August 26, 1928
in Bern, Switzerland,
Liliane was the daughter
of Friedich and Emma
Sommer. Liliane grew up
and attended college in
Bern. Her marriage to
Stewart took place in St.
Louis, Mo.

The family lived in vari-
ous parts of the United States
before spending more than
30 years in Westfield.

Liliane was a teacher at the
Westfield Day Care Center and an
active member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

In her retirement, she and Stewart
visited their son and family at U.S.
diplomatic posts in the former Yugo-
slavia, Taiwan, India and China, and
made other trips abroad.

An accomplished cook and home-

maker, Liliane also loved gardening,
camping, hiking, skiing, playing
cards, playing piano and knitting.

She is survived by her
husband, Stewart; sons,
Stephan (Carol) of Normal,
Ill., Fritz (Jennifer) of
Guangzhou, China, and
James (YuHsing) of East
Brunswick, N.J., and her
grandchildren, Emma,
Adam, Phoebe, Dylan and
Gwendolyn.

A memorial service is
planned in the chapel at The
Presbyterian Church in

Westfield tomorrow, Friday, March
21, 2014, at 11:30 a.m. In lieu of
flowers, the family suggests that do-
nations be made to the youth pro-
gram at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Directors, Westfield.

March 20, 2014

Liliane S. Galt

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

John M. Coulter, 95, Retired Executive;
Was Councilman and Church Elder

John M. Coulter, 95, of North
Myrtle Beach, S.C., formerly of
Fanwood, died on Wednesday, March
12, 2014, in Conway, S.C.

Born and raised in Schenectady,
N.Y., he attended Westminster Col-
lege in Pennsylvania. Mr. Coulter
was a veteran of World War II, serv-
ing in the U. S. Army from June of
1941 until February of 1946. He at-
tained the rank of second lieutenant,
and was stationed in Hawaii, Trinidad,
Fort Benning, Ga. and Fort Robinson,
Neb. Following World War II, Mr.
Coulter settled in the New York Met-
ropolitan area, graduating from New
York University with a Bachelor of
Science in Marketing. He lived in
Fanwood for 32 years before retiring

to North Myrtle Beach in 1985.
Mr. Coulter was a vice-president

and account executive with
Marstellar, Inc., a business-to-busi-
ness advertising agency in New York
City, from 1960 to 1985. Before that
he worked for Union Carbide and
BBD&O Advertising, also in New
York City.

Active in civic affairs, Mr. Coulter
served as a borough councilman in
Fanwood from 1970 to 1974. He was
a member of the Ocean Drive Pres-
byterian Church in North Myrtle
Beach, serving on the Property, and
the Care and Concern Committees.
An ordained elder, he served on the
Session of the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church and chaired the publicity ef-
forts for the Sanctuary building cam-
paigns at both churches.

He is survived by a daughter, Bar-
bara Cox, and her husband, Dr. Dale
U. Cox, Jr., of State College, Pa.; his
grandchildren, John Cox, Patricia
Kephart and Dale Cox, III; six great-
grandchildren; a great-great-grand-
son; five nieces and a nephew.

He was predeceased by his wife of
68 years, Jean Young Coulter; by his
son, David D. Coulter, and his sisters,
Mary Stewart Coulter and Jessie
Coulter Ballert.

A memorial service will be held at
a later date.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that contributions be sent in John’s
honor to the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church.

To share condolences and memo-
ries with the Coulter family, visit
leefhandcrematory.com.

Lee Funeral Home & Crematory
of Little River/North Myrtle Beach is
serving the family.

March 20, 2014

Kids’ Shabbat Set
Tomorrow Evening

SPRINGFIELD — Temple Beth
Ahm Yisrael, located at 60 Temple
Drive in Springfield, will present a
Kids’ Kabbalat Shabbat Service to-
morrow, Friday, March 21, begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m.

The temple has described this event
as “an enjoyable, musical and active
service for families with preschool-
age children.” For more information,
call (973) 376-0539, extension no.
11, or visit tbaynj.org.

Jewish Singles Post
Sunday Lunch Date

AREA — The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch this Sunday, March 23, at
noon at Bertucci’s Italian Restaurant,
located at 899 St. Georges Avenue, off
Route 1 North, in Woodbridge. The
cost is the price of a meal from the
menu and tip, plus $3. To respond, call
Roberta at (908) 668-8450 or e-mail
roger678@optonline.net.

www.goleader.com
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AUTHOR DAY…Beloved children’s author Seymour Simon visits Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield recently for its annual Visiting Author Day.
Pictured, Mr. Simon engages students in a lively question and answer session at
the conclusion of his presentation.

GENEROUS DONATION…The New Jersey Chapter of the BMW Car Club of
America members presented a check in the amount of $7,550 to Westlake School
in Westfield during the Union County Board of Education meeting on March 5.
Pictured left to right, are: Larry Engel, past president of the NJ BMW Club; Doug
Feigel, Dr. Ross Karlin, Club Racing Chairman; Mark Carvalho of JMK BMW;
Westlake School Principal Claudine Stryker, and Union County Educational
Services Commission’s Superintendent Terry Foppert.

Youth Art Month Celebrated
In Area Window Displays

BMW Car Club Presents
Check to Westlake School

Union Catholic Presents Shrek the Musical

Author Seymour Simon
Visits Franklin School

WHS Seniors Named
National Merit Finalists

MERIT FINALISTS…Board of Education President Richard Mattessich pre-
sents Westfield High School seniors who have been named finalists in the National
Merit Scholarship program with certificates at a recent public meeting of the
board. Pictured, left to right, are: Kristin Hauge, Mark Gillespie and Jill
Rosenfeld. Missing from photo are Alexander Beals, Rachel Holtzman, Alexandra
Mossawir and Yixue “Lily” Wang.

Mother Seton Reg.
Open House Set

CLARK – Mother Seton Regional
High School will host an Open House
on Wednesday, April 9, at 7:30 p.m.
for girls in grades 5 though 8.

The school is located at One Valley
Road, Clark. For more information
call (732) 382-1952 or visit
www.motherseton.org.

SP Scholarship Foundation
Launches Campaign

REACH OUT…Kim Byam, Director of Reach Out and Read – New Jersey, poses
with students from St. Paul’s Day School in Westfield with books donated by
families of the school to Reach Out and Read New Jersey.

YOUTH ART MONTH…The Westfield Public Schools celebrate Youth Art
Month with colorful and creative displays throughout the downtown area.
Paintings, drawings, sculpture, and painted furniture designed by approxi-
mately 270 students from Westfield’s 10 public schools are displayed by down-
town merchants, the Westfield Memorial Library and RMC Studios in Garwood.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public Schools are celebrating the
nationally acclaimed Youth Art
Month with colorful and creative dis-
plays throughout the downtown area.
Paintings, drawings, sculpture, and
painted furniture designed by ap-
proximately 270 students from
Westfield’s 10 public schools are dis-
played by 38 downtown merchants
as well as the Westfield Memorial
Library and RMC Studios in Garwood,
who volunteered their window or dis-
play space for the month of March.

“Youth Art Month is a time to cel-
ebrate the creative work of our chil-
dren,” explained Linda King, Supervi-
sor of Fine Arts for the Westfield Public
Schools. “The artwork represents chil-
dren of all levels of age and ability. It is

chosen by our art teachers for various
reasons: work ethic, commitment to
the project at hand, proficiency, emo-
tional uplifting, and appropriate me-
dium for the chosen store. I am hon-
ored and pleased with the work of our
dedicated educators, the children whose
work is displayed, and the many sup-
porting community members who give
of their valuable time to make this
event occur each year,” added Dr. King.

In coordination with Youth Art
Month, RMC Studios in Garwood is
hosting an Open House for the general
public to view student artwork in unique
gallery settings.

An evening of Art and Music at
RMC, 207 Center Street in Garwood
will be held on Friday, April 4, from 7
to 9 p.m.

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Satur-
day, March 29, and Sunday, March
30, the Scotch Plains Fanwood Schol-
arship Foundation (Foundation) will
launch the second phase of its “Dol-
lars for Students” campaign. High
school students who have applied to
the Foundation for scholarship assis-
tance will knock on doors in their
neighborhoods to ask the community
for their support in reaching the
Foundation’s goal of raising $25,000
to fund scholarships to be given in
2014. Students will also collect do-
nations outside area businesses.

The Foundation has been distrib-
uting scholarship assistance to area
youth for the past 48 years, award-
ing$2,507,042 in scholarship aid to
2,523 students.

Last year, with the community’s
assistance, the Foundation was able
to award scholarships total-
ing$137,650 to 89 students. In 2014,
170 students have applied for schol-
arship assistance. Due to the success
of last year’s Dollars for Students
campaign, the Foundation is able to
increase the amount of scholarships
offered this year to those students

chosen by our broad-based screen-
ing committee.

“We hope our community will once
again partner with the Foundation to
financially assist our students, send-
ing them off to college knowing that
their community cares and stands
with them,” said President of the
Foundation Mary Ball Cappio.

Contributions are fully tax-deduct-
ible and the funds raised will be used
to aid high school and college stu-
dents in achieving their higher edu-
cation goals. If a resident is not con-
tacted in person or does not find an
envelope left by a student, they may
send their donation to the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023.

In addition to its fundraising ef-
forts, the Foundation administers
scholarships sponsored by 24 local
individuals and organizations, as well
as administering the capital of 17
established scholarship funds. For
further information, please visit
www.spfscholarshipfoundation.org
or contact
spfscholarshipfoundation@gmail.com.WESTFIELD – Seven Westfield

High School seniors have been named
finalists in the National Merit Schol-
arship program. The finalists are
Kristin Hauge, Mark Gillespie, Jill
Rosenfeld, Alexander Beals, Rachel
Holtzman, Alexandra Mossawir and
Yixue “Lily” Wang.

According to the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation, the nation-
wide pool of finalists represents one
percent of U.S. high school seniors
and includes the highest scoring en-
trants in each state on the Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test and subsequent high
scores earned on SAT tests. In addi-

tion, the finalists must have a record of
consistently very high academic per-
formance in all of grades 9 through 12
and in any college course work taken.

Board of Education President Ri-
chard Mattessich congratulated the
students and presented them with
certificates at a recent public meeting
of the board. In addressing the final-
ists, Mr. Mattessich said, “You are
academic scholars who have proven
yourself on a national level, and we
on the Westfield Board of Education
applaud your hard work, your
achievement, and commitment to
your education, and wish you contin-
ued success.

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Chapter of the BMW Car Club of
America members presented a check
in the amount of $7,550 to Westlake
School in Westfield during the Union
County Board of Education meeting
on March 5. The check represented the
combined donations of BMW Club
member’s sponsorship from JMK
BMW in Springfield, and proceeds of
the Club’s June 2013 Club Race at NJ
Motorsports Park’s Thunderbolt Race-
way in Millville.

Each year, the BMW Car Club of NJ
hosts Westlake School students during
their annual Club Race. Upon arrival to
the track, each student is greeted by
excited race car drivers offering rides in
their race cars. The thrill of being a
passenger is evidenced on the students’

faces as they enter the 14 turn race-
course.

Students have their pictures taken,
receive autographs from the drivers
and watch several exciting races from
prime vantage points.

The BMW Car Club has sponsored
Westlake School for over 18 years by
using profits from these races to pro-
vide donations which enable Westlake
School to obtain specialized equip-
ment and curricula for Westlake’s mul-
tiply disabled students. Westlake stu-
dents will again attend the race as guests
of the BMW Club in June.

Westlake School is under the aus-
pices of the Union County Educational
Services Commission located at 45
Cardinal Drive in Westfield. For more
information visit www.ucesc.org.

WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Day
School in Westfield recently partici-
pated in “Reach Out and Read New
Jersey.” The school collected 1,000
books that will soon find new homes.
Through the donations of the school
community, Reach Out and Read is
able to touch the lives of many young
children and their families through-
out the state.

Reach Out and Read prepares
America’s youngest children to suc-
ceed in school by partnering with
doctors to read together. The pro-
gram begins at the six-month checkup
and continues through age 5, with a
special emphases on children grow-
ing up in low-income communities.
Families served by Reach Out and
Read read together more often and
their children enter kindergarten with
larger vocabularies and stronger lan-

guage skills, better prepared to
achieve their potential.

Reach Out and Read will distribute
the books donated by St. Paul’s Day
School to the Lotus Medical Care in
Trenton, a community health center
that has many young patients who
will be thrilled to take these books
home.

WESTFIELD — Award-winning
children’s author, Seymour Simon,
recently spent time with Franklin
Elementary School students for Vis-
iting Author Day, sponsored annu-
ally by the Franklin PTO.

Mr. Simon has written more than
250 books, many dealing with sci-
ence topics involving outer space,
animals, weather phenomena and the
human body. He has penned such
titles as “The Impossible Shrinking
Machine,” “Extreme Oceans” and
“The Universe.”

During two assemblies, Mr. Simon
spoke about what inspired him to
become a writer. He shared that while
in second grade, he loved reading
stories about space monsters so much,
he decided to write his own book
about them, and his teacher had him
read it to the class. He explained how
he often works with photographers
and illustrators but has occasionally
taken photos for his books himself.

He then showed a fun video where
former students created and flew paper
airplanes inspired by “Seymour Simon’s
Paper Airplane Book.” His sense of
humor throughout the presentations kept
students of all ages engaged.

He concluded with a lively ques-
tion and answer session, and encour-
aged students to explore science con-
cepts on his interactive website to
learn more.

Mr. Simon had also worked in con-
junction with Franklin librarian Rachel
Kennedy to hold a contest on his blog.
Franklin students were asked to write
about which of his books were favor-
ites and why, and the winners received
free autographed copies of those
books.  He also autographed copies of
his books for students who had pur-
chased them prior to the event.

SWIM MEDALISTS…Logan D’Amore of Scotch Plains, Jason Yin of Scotch
Plains and Zach Brown of South Plainfield, students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison were medalists at the Ranney Invitational middle school swim
meet. Missing from the photo is Leo Badaker.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
Catholic Performing Arts Company
will presents its spring musical,
Shrek the Musical opening on Fri-
day, April 4.

Shrek focuses on a faraway king-
dom turned upside down and things
get ugly when an unseemly ogre –
not a handsome prince – shows up
to rescue a feisty princess. Throw
in a donkey who won’t shut up, a
villain with a short temper, a cookie
with an attitude and over a dozen
other fairy tale misfits, and you
have got the kind of mess that calls
for a real hero. Luckily, there’s one
on hand… and his name is Shrek.

Stars of the show include Rich-

ard Ryngel of Union as Shrek;
Catherine Coughlan of Scotch
Plains as Fiona; Adrien Cortizo of
Elizabeth as Donkey and Drew
Tomlinson of Watchung as
Farquaad.

Show dates and times include:
April 4, 5, 11 and 12, at 7 p.m. and
Sunday, April 6, at 3 p.m. Tickets
can be purchased by calling (908)
889-1600, online at
www.showtix4u.com and at the box
office.

For 50 years, Union Catholic High
School has earned its reputation as
one of New Jersey’s foremost
Catholic secondary schools. For in-
formation, visit unioncatholic.org.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

St. Paul’s Day School
Donates Books

Clothing Drive To Be
Held on April 5

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
County Academy for Allied Health
Sciences will be hold a clothing drive
on Saturday April 5, from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. Accepted donations are wear-
able clothes, shoes, belts, handbags,
linens, stuffed toys and hard toys.
Collected items are shipped to devel-
oping countries that are in need.

Drop off is located at 1776 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, in front of Baxel
Hall.

Clean out your closets and sup-
port the school’s efforts.

For more information call Kathy
Romanovich at (908) 797-3939.

Dickinson College
Dean’s List

CARLISLE, Pa. — Amy T.
Rosenfeld, a senior international busi-
ness and management major at
Dickinson College in has been named
to the dean’s list for the fall 2013
semester. A graduate of Westfield High
School, she is the daughter of Barry
and Randy Rosenfeld of Westfield.

All students earning a position on
the dean’s list, a recognition of aca-
demic excellence, must have a grade
point average of 3.7 or above on a 4.0
GPA scale for the semester.
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532 Colonial Avenue, Westfield $999,000
Charm radiates throughout this sunny five bedroom, three bathroom Colonial in the heart of the highly desirable
Gardens section of Westfield. This home boasts a large welcoming foyer which flows into a spacious, formal
dining room perfect for entertaining. An eat in kitchen, a cozy living room with a wood burning fireplace and a
lovely three season porch complete the first level of living space.  The spacious second level has four bedrooms
and two full baths. Finally, the newly renovated third-floor offers a fifth bedroom with exposed brick, an inviting
bonus guest room and a stunning Jack & Jill bathroom. Situated on one of Westfield's premier streets, this home
is just minutes from Westfield's excellent schools, award-winning Downtown, beautiful parks and NYC transpor-
tation. Don't miss the opportunity to make this your dream home!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 23rd • 1-4PM

ASLANIAN, SIMCOX, HUBER NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Solid Defense Should Guide
Blue Devil Boys in Lacrosse

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Reliance on solid defense may steer
this year’s Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team on course to a success-
ful season. The assurance of a brick
wall of defense will then allow the
offense to develop into a formidable
attack machine.

The ultimate goal would be a
smooth meld among the defense, in-
cluding goalkeeping, midfield and
attack to form a single unit — a team.
Last year, the Blue Devils’ theme was
to play as a total team and they did
just that by placing second in the
Union County Tournament to top-
ranked Summit and advancing to the

North Jersey Group 4 championship
game to finish with a 14-6 record.

“Our defense might be our stron-
gest overall position. [Junior] Cap-
tain Jackson Simcox will anchor the
defense with a mix of players from
senior to freshman,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Pat Tuohy said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

JUNIORS SCOTT, KNAPP SURPASS 1,000-CAREER PTs

Lady Blue Devil Cagers Set
Records and Finished 23-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Records were broken and mile-
stones attained by the Westfield High
School girls basketball team this sea-
son. The Lady Blue Devils finished
with a 23-4 record and two juniors
managed to crack the 1,000-career
point barrier this season.

The Blue Devils won their first 15
games before experiencing back-to-

back losses at the hands of Jonathan
Dayton (January 30) and New Provi-
dence (February 1). Their third loss
was to Union in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) on February 25
and their final loss was to top-10
ranked Franklin on March 6.

“I think it’s the most wins ever in
the history of Westfield High School,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Marino
said.

Junior Lil Scott led the team this
season with 455 points and on Febru-
ary 4 against Rahway, she nailed her
1,000th career point with 2:08 re-
maining in the second quarter. With
1,136 points, she is closely on track to
break the all-time WHS mark of 1,580
set by Erin Miller in 2008. Scott, who
hit 30 3-pointers, also had 88 re-
bounds and led the team with 92

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING READY FOR A COMPETITIVE SEASON...The Blue Devils boys lacrosse team had an inter-squad game at
Kehler Stadium on March 15 to prepare for the upcoming regular season game with West Morris Mendham on March 26.

David B. Corbin (2014 files)for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HELPING HER TEAM SET RECORDS...Junior Lil Scott, No. 20, and junior Jackie Knapp both reached the 1,000 career
points mark and also helped the Blue Devils set the all-time WHS wins mark with a 23-4 record.

See scrimmage photos at Ballyhoo Sports

Yes! Spring is Here!
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Knapp and Scott:
Perfect Together

Liz McKeon picked a wonderful
time to join the coaching staff of the
WHS girls basketball team. A former
three-sport, 12-letterwoman and
1,000-point scorer at WHS (’99),
McKeon’s first year as a volunteer
assistant saw Joe Marino’s team set a
school record with 23 wins (in 27
games) and have two girls join her in
the five-member 1,000-point club.

Those two girls were juniors Lil
Scott and Jackie Knapp. Or is that Lil
Knapp and Jackie Scott? Sometimes
it’s hard to tell.

“They’re two peas in a pod,”
McKeon said. “Their relationship is
one of a kind. Part of me is jealous. I
would’ve loved to have a partner in
crime back in high school. Jackie and
Lil just look like they are having so
much fun that it makes you want to go
out there and play with them.

“There was no competition on who
was going to score 1,000 points first.
If they had it their way, they would’ve
scored their 1,000th at the same time,
on the same basket.”

Truth be told, Scott was the first to
reach the magic num-
ber. It came Feb. 4
against Rahway – on a
pass from Knapp.
Then on Feb. 25
against Union it was
Knapp’s turn to reach
1,000 – on a pass from
Scott.

The Knapp-Scott
connection actually
started way back in
second grade, when
they played on the
same in-town rec
league team. “I don’t
remember its name,
but I clarified with Lil
and we’re pretty sure
we were undefeated,”
Knapp said. “My dad
(former Princeton
University captain
Gary) was our coach and we rocked.”

The two girls then went their sepa-
rate ways until eighth grade, when
they were reunited on the Garden
State Sharpshooters, an AAU travel
team. And that was the start of what
has blossomed into a wonderful year-
round friendship.

“Sometimes the only difference is
their hair color,” McKeon said. Scott
is also an inch taller (5-foot-7) and
left-handed.

Both possess a high basketball IQ,
excellent court awareness and out-
standing shooting range. Their favor-
ite play involves hitting a really long-

range 3-pointer, assisting on a
teammate’s basket or, of course, set-
ting up their “bestie” for a bucket.

“Our friendship started on the bas-
ketball court and led to a friendship
off the court,” Knapp said. “We just
hang around all year, whether it’s
doing something we consider fun or
playing for our AAU team (they
switched this year to the N.J. Pan-
thers). We just have a lot of fun and
work well together.”

Scott: “It’s funny because Jac is
still the same player I remember from
when she was little … a ball of energy
who never stops running.”

Unlike Knapp, Scott does take time
from basketball for something else.
She will be a co-captain of next fall’s
WHS girls soccer team. “I love soc-
cer and up until high school I was
equally committed to both sports,”
Scott said.

When asked which three people
from any time in history they would
like to have dinner with, both in-
cluded Michael Jordan, but Scott went
with Martin Luther King Jr. and Ellen

Degeneres for her
other two, while
Knapp had Babe Ruth
and John Lennon.
Musically, Scott pre-
fers Bob Dylan over
Knapp’s Beatles. A
psychologist could
probably make some-
thing of those selec-
tions.

A trip in a time ma-
chine had Scott want-
ing to return to “the
time of the dinosaurs,”
while Knapp was
along the same vein,
wanting to return to the
time her dad was play-
ing for Pete Carril at
Princeton University,
so she “could help him,
explain to him his mis-

takes, like he does to me today.”
Although AAU ball this spring and

summer will be key for their college
recruiting, they are both counting the
days until the 2014-15 WHS season
starts. And why not? Despite losing
two solid seniors – Carly Friedman
and Morgan Maloney – everybody
else returns, and the junior varsity
and freshmen teams were both unde-
feated! Sophomore Olivia Luzzi has
already scored 345 points in two years,
and classmate Amalia Montes led the
team in rebounds (177) and added
100 points on offense. Freshman
Hannah Liddy scored (128), re-
bounded (123) and was a defensive
whiz (93 steals). And Jamie Miller
scored 130 points as a freshman be-
fore injuries hampered her the last
two years.

“A big part of our (personal) suc-
cess this year was really because of
our teammates,” Scott said. “We were
very fortunate to have a talented team
in every position. I really like our
chances. It won’t be easy, but hope-
fully we will be able to make a run at
the county championship.”

Knapp, to no surprise, agreed.
“Next year is gonna be a big year

for us because our team was disap-
pointed when we lost to Union (in the
county semis),” she said. “And losing
(to eventual sectional champion
Franklin) in the state game hurt the
most because we should have won
that game and then we would have
played Union again. We wanted a
rematch.”

Both girls will have a tough time
bettering their junior-year stats. Scott
scored 455 points (No. 2 all-time),
had a school record 102 steals and 92
assists (No. 4 all-time). Knapp added
401 points (No. 5 all-time), 81 steals
and 86 assists. They rank Nos. 3 (Scott
1,136) and 4 (Knapp 1,031) in career
scoring, behind Erin Miller (1,580)
and Krissy Jeremiah (1,169), and
ahead of McKeon (1,017).

So, who is better? C’mon, in a best-
of-three, 1-on-1 showdown to 15,
winner’s out, one game each, 14-14
in the third … who wins?

Scott: “Jac.”
Knapp: “Lil … but it would be very

competitive.”
BASKETBALL UPDATE

While he’ll obviously miss David
Kane, Dylan Elliott, Chris Wright,
Chris Sweeney, Eric Shor and Ben
Schuman, boys basketball coach
Daryl Palmieri has to be excited about
the potential of his guards next win-
ter. He’s got plenty of them. Now if he
can just find another big man to go
with Chris Boutsikaris.

Owen Murray played well at point
guard, especially considering he was
a sophomore filling in for the injured
Danny Mitchell after Nick Mele trans-
ferred. Next winter, with Mitchell
healed and Mele back, all three will
be in the mix at WHS. Along with
athletic senior Sean Elliott, sharp-
shooting junior Parker Hess and
sophomore Pat McCormack up from
the jayvees, it’s quite an impressive
group.

GRUBER SETS RECORD
Glenn Gruber (WHS, ‘67) set a

world record during a Masters short-
course meters meet March 11 in Or-
egon City, Ore. The 65-year-old
Gruber, who swims for Ventura
County Masters in southern Califor-
nia, won the 400 freestyle in 4:55.10,
shaving almost a half-second off the
seven-year-old record.

As a WHS senior, Gruber won
county titles in the medley relay (an-
chor) and 100 free, and finished third
in the 100 free and swam on the
winning 400 free relay.

IN PASSING Mark Frega, 52, a
former WHS football and lacrosse
player and the father of several WHS
athletes – past, present and future –
passed away suddenly on March 5.
He and his wife Christina were the
proud parents of Katherine, Mark Jr.,
Jennifer, Kevin and John. Frega (’79)
was a town resident for 46 years and
owned Landmark Management. A
solid lineman on the 1978 football
team, he was co-captain of the 1979
lacrosse team, along with Tom Gilday
and Jim Tadlock.

Juniors Lil Scott (left) and
Jackie Knapp scored their
1,000th career point in Febru-
ary – fittingly with an assist
from their “bestie.”

KANE LED IN REBOUNDS, SCORING; MURRAY ASSTS

Blue Devil B’ballers Focused
On Defense, Finished 12-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No superstars to lead in scoring
and for most of the season no giants
to control the boards, so this year’s
Westfield High School basketball
team focused on honing its defense to
keep opposing teams’ scoring low,
while figuring out a way to spread the
offensive wealth.

“I was very proud of how my kids
competed all year. We knew going
into the season that we were going to
be a different team from last year.
With our top two scorers graduating
and our third out with an injury, win-
ning was going to require us to be
very good defensively and also to
figure out how we can be effective on
offense,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Daryl Palmieri said.

The Blue Devils, who finished with
a 12-13 record, did indeed spread out

its scoring attack with six players
totaling, at least, 100 points and an-
other who scored 97 points in a half
season of action.

“As far as wins and losses, it was an
up and down year for us. However,
this group of kids was an absolute
pleasure to coach. They came to work
every day and played hard every game.
As a coach, all I ever ask of them
every game is to play as hard as they
can and be a good teammate. They
did that every game for me,” Coach
Palmieri said.

Seniors David Kane and Dylan
Elliott were the scoring leaders with
197 points and 180 points, respec-
tively. Kane, who had 40 assists and
37 steals, also led the team with 126
rebounds. Elliott, who had 87 re-
bounds and 39 assists, led the team
with 26 3-pointers and 47 steals.

“David Kane and Dylan Elliott were
warriors for us. They did everything
they could game in and game out to
give us a chance to win. We really
tried to lean on them as much as we

could to help us win,” Coach Palmieri
said.

Seniors Ben Schumen and Chris
Sweeney were consistent throughout
the season, and senior Chris Wright
became eligible in mid January and
made his presence known. Schumen
scored 104 points and pulled 71 re-
bounds, while Sweeney netted 47
points, 54 rebounds and added 10
assists. Wright scored 97 points and
grabbed 80 rebounds.

“Ben Schuman, Chris Wright and
Chris Sweeney gave us solid play. We
were very unselfish and it showed on
the stat sheets. It seemed like every
game we had a different leading
scorer,” Coach Palmieri said.

Junior Sean Elliott bucketed 136
points, including 13 3-pointers, and
added 70 rebounds, 26 assists and 29
steals. Sophomore Owen Murray was
able to find the open man and proved
it with a team-leading 79 assists, while
also adding 80 points, 75 rebounds
and 24 steals. Sophomore Parker Hess

Patricia Connolly 
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David B. Corbin (January 20014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING SCORER AND REBOUNDER...Senior David Kane, No. 14, led the Blue Devils this season with 197 points and
126 rebounds, while adding 37 steals and 40 assists.
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King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
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Exxon Tiger Mart
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Robert Treat Deli
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Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
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McKEARY, MacLELLAND LEAD COUGARS IN SCORING

Lady Cougars Finish at 11-13,
With Young Basketball Squad

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior team captains Mairead
McKeary and Kerry Wischusen, as
the only returning starters on the
Cranford High School girls basket-
ball team, had their work cut out for
them organizing a squad comprised
predominantly of sophomores, but
fortunately very talented sophomores.

“We were extremely young and for
most of the girls it was their first year
playing at the varsity level and against
experienced talent,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars, who finished
with an 11-13 record, had a variety of
interesting games throughout the sea-
son, and the most lopsided one was a
45-8 thrashing of Kent Place on De-
cember 27.

The Cougars defeated Linden twice
by a nine-point margin. The first be-
ing 49-40 and the second was 51-42.
But probably the biggest victory was
a 38-34 win over Governor Livingston
on January 16. The two closest games
were both decided by one point
against Plainfield, beginning with a
55-54 defeat. The Cougars then re-
turned the favor with a 56-55 triumph
over the Cardinals on February 12.

The Cougars’ two highest scoring
games came against the same oppo-
nent, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Raiders. On January 11, the Cougars
outscored the Raiders, 65-43, then on
February 4, they topped the Raiders,
65-52.

McKeary was indeed effective of-
fensively, finishing second on the
team with 227 points and first with 44
assists. She scored double figures 13
times, and her defense was also top
notch with 65 rebounds and a team-
leading 45 acts of theft.

Wischusen helped set up plays but
also managed to bucket 103 points,
while adding 27 assists. In four of her
games she dished out four assists.
She also grabbed 61 rebounds and
had 31 steals.

“Mairead and Kerry were great
leaders for our team. They came into
the season with big shoes to fill and
they certainty did a great job of filling
them,” Coach Dyer said.

Seniors Carly Maucione, Megan
Pringle, Hannah DeMars and Jessica
Casale, who also had previous varsity
experience, contributed to the team’s
growth.

As the season progressed, several
of these young sophomores blos-
somed into fine players. Cerys
MacLelland proved to be a definite
asset in every aspect of the game. She
led the team in scoring with 249 points
and in rebounds with 146, while add-
ing 32 steals and 20 assists.

Sophomore Lyndsey Pace got pro-
gressively more adept and finished
the season with 175 points, 61 re-
bounds, 40 steals and nine assists.
Her most productive offensive game
came in the season finale with a 23-
point surge against Summit.

Sophomore Isabella Speers re-
ceived more playing time in the sec-
ond half of the season and turned out
to be quite an influence under the
boards. She pulled 109 rebounds and
scored 84 points, while adding 11
assists and four steals. She had two
games where she grabbed 13 re-
bounds.

“My young players now have a
year of experience under their belt,
which will definitely be great for next
season,” Coach Dyer said.

Sophomores Hannah and Sarah
Ross also made positive contribu-
tions to the team, as did juniors Erin
Meixner and Jennifer Carovillano.

“I am extremely excited about our
future. We are extremely talented,
hard working and I have a great group
coming in next year,” Coach Dyer
said.

*rebounds, assists and steals stats
were missing from the second
Plainfield game, although the points
were listed, so all the girls who played
in that game may have slightly higher
numbers in those categories.

ZAZZALI, RIDGE, MAXWELL, LIPSHITZ SPF CAPTAINS

SPF Raiders Return Young,
Experienced Baseball Squad

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Young again may be a few words
that may describe this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood baseball team; how-
ever, young but experienced may be a
better way to describe these Raiders
who finished 15-10 last year, ad-
vanced to the Union County Tourna-
ment semifinals and received the sev-
enth seed for the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 Tournament.

“We have a very young team grade
wise. A lot of these guys started last
year as sophomores. We were kind of
a mixed team last year between se-

niors and sophomores. We are ex-
cited. We are young. We are hungry,”
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock
said.

Four-year starter Christian Zazzali
and Mike Ridge, both seniors, and
juniors Kevin Maxwell and Zach
Lipshitz have been selected team cap-
tains.

Zazzali, the shortstop, led the team
with a .424 batting average (BA) last
year and also led in runs scored with
33 and stolen bases with 15. Ridge
was solid behind the plate and man-
aged to gun down a number of play-
ers attempting to steal.

“Christian is a three-time captain.
He is, without a doubt, our leader.
One of the best players we’ve had

here to go through this program. When
he’s on, we go pretty far. Last year we
opened the year and were 7-1 at one
point. He might have been batting
.600, .700 during that stretch. He was
2-for-3, 4-for-4, stealing bases, scor-
ing runs. When he gets on base, he
creates things, makes things happen,
makes pitchers think. He’s the cata-
lyst,” Coach Baylock said.

Maxwell, a starter since his fresh-
man season who will play right field,
banged out a .390 BA (30-for-77). He
also had 24 RBI and scored 18 runs.

“Kevin seems to get better each
time we see him. He’s getting stron-
ger, really maturing into his body,
he’s getting faster. He can definitely

Westfield-West � 600 North Avenue West, Westfield  � 908-233-0065 
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker© is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity 

Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. 

         Joyce Taylor 
         Sales Associate 
         Direct: (908) 233-6417 
          NJAR Circle of Excellence  
          1977-2010, 2012-2013 

626 Forest Avenue— Westfield, New Jersey 
Open House Sunday, March 23rd � 1-4PM 

 

Welcome home to this true, Center Hall Colonial located in the heart of Westfield! 
This home has been updated throughout, yet maintains charming details and charac-
ter. A formal living room features crown moldings and an inviting wood burning fire-
place. Stunning kitchen features stainless steel appliances, granite counter tops & 
center island ideal for preparing meals & entertaining! A breakfast area offers views 
of the nicely landscaped, 73X122 yard featuring a privacy fence and deck perfect for 
enjoying nice weather! The master suite has plenty of closet space, including a walk-
in closet, and an updated full bath with double sinks. A first floor den and a recrea-
tion room in the finished basement offer additional living spaces. This lovely home is 
ready for your personal touches...simply move-in and unpack! Price Upon Request. 

David B. Corbin (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THINGS HAPPEN...Senior shortstop and team captain Christian Zazzali, sliding into third base, will be the
catalyst for the Raiders’ offense this season. Last year Zazzali led the team with a .424 batting average and 15 stolen bases.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

 
Patricia Plante 
Broker/Sales Associate 
Cell: (908) 803-1478  
Direct: (908) 233-2162 
Office: (908) 233-0065 
Pat.Plante@cbmoves.com 

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker© is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. 

Westfield-West Office 
600 North Ave West 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
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$769,000 

$885,000 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TEAM LEADER IN ASSISTS AND SCORING...Cougar senior Mairead McKeary, No. 13, led her team in assists with
44 and was second in scoring with 227 points. She also led her team with 45 steals

Probitas Verus Honos
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Raiders Return Young Squad
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Solid ‘D’ Should Guide Blue Devil Lax Boys
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Other defenders include seniors
Jake Kaplan Craig Jarvis and
Sebastian Trott, juniors Dan McHugh
and Jackson Frontero, sophomores
Owen Colwell, Matt McIlroy and
Kevin Frega, and freshmen Owen
Prybylski and Kyle Dombroski.

In addition to Simcox, seniors Chris
Aslanian (attack) and Dane Huber
(midfield) had been selected team
captains.

According to Coach Tuohy,
“Aslanian will anchor the attack and
we will look for some contribution
from senior attackmen Jackson Boyle,
Chris Callahan and Andrew
Castellone.”

The junior attackers include re-
turning starter and playmaker Luke
Prybylski, Kyle Rittendale who of-
fers a great shooting threat, and

Brennan Erickson.
Coach Tuohy added, “The sopho-

more attack of James Bohlinger and
Nick Mueller will see some time and
could crack the starting line up if they
continue to progress.”

In the midfield, Huber will lead the
way with strong support from seniors
Patrick Decker, Andrew Capuano,
Jack Kessler (face-offs), Matt
Beauchamp, Sean Bohrod, Austin
Hatch and Lucas Helander.

“Our junior midfielders will be led
by Patrick Aslanian, who could de-
velop into our number one middie
throughout the season,” Coach Tuohy
noted.

Other juniors include James Brucia,
Connor Webb, Ronnie Scheurman,
Jimmy Hunter and Matt Lanzano.

The goalkeeping spot has four play-

ers vying for the starting job: sopho-
more Toby Burgdorf, senior Alex
D’Amato, and juniors Chris Caminiti
and Sam Salberg.

As has been in previous years, the
Blue Devils will be battling top-
notched teams throughout the sea-
son, beginning with West Morris
Mendham in their home opener on
March 26 at 4:30 p.m. Two days later,
March 28, the Blue Devils will travel
to Scotch Plains to face the Raiders at
4 p.m. then on March 31 at 4:30 a
battle with Hillsborough will be held
at Gary Kehler Stadium.

Other key showdowns will be
Chatham (April 10 — 4:30 p.m.),
Ridgewood (April 19 — 11:30 a.m.),
Summit (April 22 — 4:30 p.m.) and
Delbarton (April 30 — 4:30 p.m.) all
at Gary Kehler Stadium.

Lady Blue Devils Set Records, Finished 23-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

assists and 102 steals.
Junior Jackie Knapp hit the 1,000-

career point mark on February 25
when she banged a 3-pointer in the
UCT semifinal game against Union.
Knapp finished the season with 401
points (1,031 career), led the team
with 35 3-pointers, pulled 97 rebounds
and added 86 assists and 81 steals.

Scott with 216 career steals and
Knapp with 236 are well on their way
to becoming the all-time WHS “Chief
Thief” twosome presently held by
Miller and Gab O’Leary at 315 and
218, respectively.

“Lilly started as a freshman and

she as grown and gotten strong. I
think she wants to play at college.
The nice thing, Lilly is focused out
there all the time. I can say the same
thing about Jackie. Both grew to-
gether and both are team leaders even
as underclassmen. When Jackie is
down emotionally, Lilly will pick up
the slack,” Coach Marino said.

The troublesome twosome have
given opponents nothing but head-
aches throughout the season.

“They are like peas in a pod, car-
bon copies. They are attached to each
other. When Lil’s down, Jackie picks
up for her. She does what’s needed.
Teams can’t leave them open. They
will cause opponents problems if they
are open,” Coach Marino said.

The Blue Devils presented more
headaches with senior captains Carly
Friedman and Morgan Maloney, who
demonstrated their solid presence

under the boards but more impor-
tantly their team leadership. Fried-
man also totaled 131 rebounds, 33
assists and 41 steals and led the team
with 26 blocked shots.

“Both were outstanding captains.
They were excellent role models for
the younger girls. They pretty much
acted as big sisters. It’s a credit to
Carley and Morgan in keeping these
girls together, including JV’s and
freshmen,” Coach Marino said.

The next migraines came in the
form of sophomore Olivia Luzzi and
freshman Hannah Liddy. Luzzi fin-
ished with 223 points, 59 steals and

57 assists. Luzzi hit a career high 27
points against Rahway on February
19. Liddy became a defensive terror
with 93 steals (second on the team),
123 rebounds and 16 blocks. She also
totaled 128 points.

“Olivia! Hannah! The underclass
girls feel comfortable playing with
Lilly and Jackie. They play basically
stress free. Olivia on defense was our
go-to girl to shut down opponents, as
well as Jamie Miller and Shannon
Devitt, and it worked. I think we were
the only team to hold Sidney Morang
[New Providence] to two points,” said
Coach Marino, who added, “Hannah
shows no emotion. She’s always cool
and calm. When you put her out there,
she makes things happen even from
3-point range and she does her job on
defense. I think she had the most
steals on the team. She is all business
when she goes out there.”

Anne Weber
Sales Associate

Westfield West Office  
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for February 2014
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Homes Sold by Fran and Sam  

Call us and put our  
teamwork to work for you! 

  
 
 
 
 

Frances Bradley 
Ebtsam “Sam” Sayed 

Sales Representatives 
Westfield Office 908.654.7777 

 

Fran Cell: 908.337.1753 
Sam Cell: 908.419.3335 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM CAPTAINS IN BOYS LACROSSE...Senior attacker Christopher Aslanian, left, junior defender Jackson Simcox,
center, and senior midfielder Dane Huber have been selected team captains of the Blue Devils boys lacrosse team. The Blue
Devils will open their season with West Morris Mendham at Kehler Stadium on March 26 at 4:30 p.m.

hit, he can definitely play the outfield
and now he can run around the bases.
He has really upped his game,” Coach
Baylock said.

Lipshitz, the second baseman, had
a .398 BA (33-for-83) with seven
doubles, two homers, a team-leading
26 RBI and 28 runs scored last year.
He was second with six stolen bases.

Junior Chris Gibbons will be the
No. 1 pitcher and when not pitching
he will play centerfield. Last year,
Gibbons spent most of his time on the
injury list.

“We know Zach is a great player.
We know he’s going to hit the ball.
We are looking for big things from
Matt Ridge. Gibbons, he’s going to
add a lot to our lineup,” Coach
Baylock said.

Junior Alex Eckert and sophomore
Tyler O’Brien are vying for the third
base spot.

“Both those kids are working hard.
Tyler’s got a nice bat. He can provide
us with a lot of pop in the lineup. Alex
is a very good glove over there. That
is a situation where they could split
time, use one for a bat and one for a
glove,” Coach Baylock said.

Junior Matt Marino, who banged
three home runs last year, will play
first base. Junior JT Beirne will see
time behind the plate. Juniors Garrett
Zito and Christian Isolda, and senior
Danny Korduba are vying for the
leftfield spot.

Because pitchers James D’Angelo

(graduated) and Gibbons spent most
of last season on the injury list, “We
found some pitching with Isolda, Zito
and Owen Monahan (senior), so I
guess some good things came out of
it by being able to see those other
guys a little earlier than we would
have liked. Because of that, we feel
that we will be OK this year,” Coach
Baylock said.

Senior Jack Poillon, Korduba, jun-
ior Brendan Kelly and sophomore
Jack DeFouw may also see time on
the mound.

Due to the interesting weather, the
Raiders have had very little time prac-
ticing on their field and the season
opener is only a few weeks away.

“Being in the gym everyday takes a
toll on you. [Sometimes] We field on
the turf field. Fielding ground balls
on turf is great but it is not the same as
on our field,” Coach Baylock said.

The Raiders will open at home
with Westfield on April 1.

Miller spent most of the season in-
jured but came to action strengthening
the defense, while contributing 23 points
and five assists. Devitt, a freshman, got
some playing time and contributed 32
points, while adding 18 blocks, six
steals and 24 rebounds. Sophomore
Rachel Mattessich proved to be solid
defensively when she got on the court
and had 13 blocks, 26 rebounds and
eight steals, while adding 16 points.

Sophomore Amalia Montes led the
team with 177 rebounds and added
100 points.

“She was tough on the inside for
rebounds. It was her first year at var-

sity. She helped us when we needed
her to,” Coach Marino said.

Danielle Rinaldi, Lizzie Brucia (17
rebounds) and Abbey Demers con-
tributed 16 points, 10 points and five
points, respectively.

With nearly the entire team return-
ing next year, the Blue Devils could
prove to be an even bigger headache
for all opponents, but filling
Friedman’s center spot must be con-
sidered. Sophie Koglin, who had been
sidelined with an injury, would be
one consideration.

“Sophie was out all year with a
knee injury. She will help us at the
center position. And Rachel
Mattessich, along with Hannah may
replace Carly’s spot. With our style of
play, we want to keep our four and
five positions as fresh as possible,
because we are a running team,”
Coach Marino said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THAT MAGIC NUMBER...Blue Devil junior Lillian Scott is surrounded by her teammates after scoring her 1,000th
point with 2:08 left in the second quarter in a win over Rahway in Westfield on February 4. Jackie Knapp, far right, scored her
1,000-career point on February 25 in a Union County Tournament game against Union.

David B. Corbin (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE CALL AT SECOND...Raider second baseman Zach Lipshitz puts the tag on Blue Devil Matt Storcks in the fifth
inning of the Union County Tournament semifinal game (May 2013). Storcks was called safe and Westfield won, 6-4.
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Basketball Blue Devil Boys Focused on Defense
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
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         Patricia Connolly 
         Sales Associate 
         Cell: (908) 875-6889 
         Direct: (908) 233-6417 
         Office: (908) 233-0065 

1607 Grouse Lane— Mountainside, New Jersey 
This spacious Colonial Split, on a quiet cul-de-sac in desirable Mountainside, is situ-
ated on over a 1/3 of an acre of beautiful property. You'll find plenty of space in this 
pristine home featuring 5 bedrooms, 2 full & 1 half baths. The formal living room 
offers a fireplace and flows into the charming dining room with built-in cabinets. The 
grade level family room features an attached powder room & the first floor den fea-
tures a second fireplace both offering additional living spaces! This home has ample 
storage throughout including an unfinished basement & additional attic storage on 
the third floor. Additional features include: central air conditioning, 2 car attached 
garage, a rear patio & security system. Priced at $725,000. 

Westfield-West � 600 North Avenue West, Westfield  � 908-233-0065 
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker© is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing 

Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. 

         Joyce Taylor 
         Sales Associate 
         Direct: (908) 233-6417 
          NJAR Circle of Excellence  
          1977-2010, 2012-2013 

880 Shadowlawn Drive— Westfield, New Jersey 
Open House Sunday, March 23rd � 1-4PM 

This lovely, stone front Colonial is waiting for your personal touches! Situated on a 
beautiful 81x194 piece of property, this home has so much to offer & endless possibili-
ties! An entry foyer opens to the formal living room with an inviting wood-burning 
fireplace that opens to the cozy, sun-filled den. The formal dining room flows into the 
kitchen overlooking the yard. A powder room completes the first floor. The second 
floor offers three bedrooms and a full main bath. The master bedroom has a walk-in 
closet. Additional features include: central air conditioning, newer windows, 1-car 
attached garage, abundant natural light, wood floors in bedrooms and under most 
carpet on first floor. The basement is complete with a finished recreation room and 
ample storage. Don't miss this wonderful home in Westfield! Offered for $614,900. 

finished with 169 points, including
20 3-pointers, and added 50 re-
bounds, 25 assists and 18 steals.
Sophomore Chris Boutsikaris
banged in 132 points, including 24
3-pointers, and had 36 rebounds, 15
assists and 14 steals.

“At times we played three sopho-
mores in Owen, Parker and Chris.
All have a bright future for us and
were able to get some valuable expe-
rience this year. Sean Elliott has all
of us very excited about next year.

He seemed to really start to come
into his own as a player down the
stretch for us. He started finishing
very well at the rim and his ball
handling improved as the season
went on. I expect big things from
him next year,” Coach Palmieri said.

The Blue Devils will get some
extra support next year.

“Next year, I am very excited about
what we have coming back and com-
ing up. Along with the return of our
point guard Danny Mitchell and Sean

Elliott, we will have all three of our
sophomores coming back. We will
also have sophomore Nick Mele,
who transferred back to Westfield in
February. He is a talented player
who can be a major contributor for
us. Our JV was solid and will have
several players, who I feel will con-
tend for playing time right away,”
Coach Palmieri said.

Probitas Verus Honos

WESTFIELD PAL MATMEN...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Luke
Jacobs, Trey Rabinowitz, Chase Turnof, Andrew Singer, CJ Composto and Jake
Bencievenga; second row, Michael Price, Luke Hoerle, Tony Ondi, Jack Martin,
Jeremy Silber and John MacDonald; back row, Coach Colin Mackay, Tim
Alliegro, Luke Scanlan, Ray Hurtt, Jonathan Heard, Anthony Ciotta, Russ
Kobrin and Coach Al Rabinowitz. Not Pictured: Coaches Alan Silber and Darren
Composto.

The Westfield PAL Wrestling Cen-
tral Jersey League travel team fin-
ished 2013-14 with its best campaign
in 19 seasons. The CJL matmen,
boasted a 15-1 record in dual meets,
good enough for second place in the
league standings. Highlights included
the program’s first victory over South
Plainfield in 19 seasons, and a grip-
ping one-point win over Watchung
Hills, 42-41.

The team benefited from a lineup
that was deep from end-to-end, which
was especially on display at the end-
of-year Central Jersey League tour-
nament, where Westfield finished
among the top-5 wrestlers in 10 out
of 17 weight classes. Five wrestlers
made it to the finals and four were
crowned CJL Champions.

CJL eligibility ends after 6th grade
and the team’s 6th graders went out
on a high note. Luke Hoerle (67-lbs),
CJ Composto (73-lbs) and Tim
Alliegro (110-lbs) were tops in their
weight classes. Jeremy Silber (70-
lbs) and Luke Scanlan (95-lbs) placed
third, and Trey Rabinowitz placed
fifth. John MacDonald and Ray Hurt
also had strong seasons in their final
CJL campaign.

“This group of 6th graders has re-
ally been a joy to coach,” commented

coach Darren Composto “We’ve
worked with these kids for as many
as seven years. We can’t wait to hand
them all off to Coach Kurz and let
him turn them into a great team!”

The strong individual perfor-
mances at the CJL tournament was
good enough for a share of second
place in the league.

“This was a great season. We nar-
rowly missed our ultimate goal of an
undefeated season and a share of the
tournament title,” added Coach Al
Rabinowitz. “But reflecting back on
this season, there are no disappoint-
ments or regrets. These boys worked
incredibly hard and gave everything
they had. Most importantly, however,
they really came together as a team
and it was a privilege to part of that.”

Thinking ahead to next season,
Coach Colin Mackay noted, “while
we are graduating several 6th graders
from our program, we are fortunate
to have a deep Raritan Valley Team to
draw from to help us reload and con-
tinue our success as a program.”
WESTFIELD DUAL MEET SEASON:

Westfield 63 – Kenilworth 19
Westfield 67 – Roselle Park 15
Westfield 50 – South Plainfield 22
Westfield 44 – Franklin Twp 34
Westfield 81 – Hillsborough 6
Westfield 65 – Flemington 14
Westfield 74 – Clark 15
Westfield 42 – Watchung Hills 41
Westfield 90 – Rahway 12
Westfield 70 – Cranford Blue 9
Cranford Gold 40 – Westfield 35
Westfield 75 – Summit 4
Westfield 64 – Ridge 17
Westfield 70 – N. Plainfield 24
Westfield 67 – Bridgewater 20

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BREAKING FROM CABIN FEVER TO SPRING FEVER...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School boys lacrosse team
find a decent day to practice their skills outside. The Raiders’ season opener will be against Clifton at home on March 26

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL TEAM LEADER IN ASSISTS...Sophomore Owen Murray, No. 23, had a knack for finding the open man
and led the Blue Devils this season with 79 assists.

Westfield PAL Wrestlers Complete
Successful Central Jersey Campaign
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Extraordinary Professionals

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage proudly congratulates our Sales Associates who achieved membership in the 2013 NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® at the
Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze levels for their outstanding achievements in 2013. Their commitment to truly remarkable service delivered truly remarkable 

results for our buyers and sellers. We look forward to serving all your real estate needs in 2014!

� 2013 NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®

�

VIRGINIA GARCIA

PLATINUM

KIMBERLEY HALEY

PLATINUM

FRANK D. ISOLDI

PLATINUM

MARYALICE RYAN

PLATINUM

ELIZABETH BATAILLE SUSAN CHECCHIO

GOLD GOLD

★ GINA SURIANO BARBER

SILVER
JAYNE BERNSTEIN

SILVER
★ BETTYANN LYNCH

SILVER
ELLEN MURPHY

SILVER
KATHRYN SHEA

SILVER
LISA STAFFORD

SILVER
BARBARA ZECKMAN

SILVER

★ EILEEN BURLINSON

BRONZE
ELIAS CHRISTODOULAKIS

BRONZE
SUSAN GALLAGHER BROWN

BRONZE
TG GLAZER

BRONZE
SHARI HOLTZMAN

BRONZE
JILL HOROWITZ ROME

BRONZE
IRENE KATZ

BRONZE
FAITH MARICIC

BRONZE
★ MARY MCENERNEY

BRONZE
EILEEN PASSANANTI

BRONZE
NAASA SHERBEINI

BRONZE
JOHN C. WILEY

BRONZE

Westfield - East Office • 209 Central Avenue (908) 233-5555
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Mortgage Advisor:

Mike Stepek
(908) 361-4972 • michael.stepek@mortgagefamily.com

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Platinum:
$20 Million & 30 Units Minimum or 125 Units

Gold: 
$12 Million & 25 Units Minimum or 90 Units

Silver: 
$6.5 Million & 20 Units Minimum or 70 Units

Bronze: 
$2.5 Million & 15 Units Minimum or 30 Units

★
Distinguished Sales Club
(achiever for 10+ years)

When you put customers first, First is where you end up.
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SUCCESSFUL CYO SEASON...St. Helen’s 4th grade girls basketball team
finished an excellent season with a record of 13-1. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row; Zhana Velkov, Katey Peretz, Arden Meyer and Mary Wieszczek; second
row, Ella Renshaw, Emma Coyle, Kalea Calugay, Megan O’Connor, Kim
DiFilippo and Teagan Kocaj; back row, Coaches Rob Renshaw, John Coyle and
Mike Peretz. Missing from picture: Taylor Addis, Kate Johnson and Sam Smith.

CLARK WINTER TOURNEY CHAMPS...The Westfield 8th Grade Girls bas-
ketball team avenged a first round loss to arch-rival IHM by defeating them in the
Clark Winter Tournament final, 44-41. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Katie Mackin and Nathalie Tucker; middle row, Asst. Coach Tom Grycan,
Jordan Sacher, Grace Elliott, Molly Ryan and Melina McDevitt; back row, Asst.
Coach Bill Taylor, Julia Hinderliter, Catherine Moriarty, Hannah Mayer,
Allison Mattessich, Lauren Sgro, Mia Melao and Head Coach Russell “Boo”
Bowers. Not pictured: Team Mascot Moo the Cat.

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS...The Scotch Plains Titans captured the third and
fourth grade Championship in this year’s Clark Winter Basketball Tournament.
The Titans defeated teams from Westfield, Clark and Berkeley Heights on their
way to the championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ethan Filler,
Aidan Dursee, Timmy Dursee, Joe Catalano and Jack DeCicco; second row,
Tyler DelVecchio, Kevin Cull (Tournament MVP), George Dursee, Coach Tim
Dursee, Shawn Lyght and Matthew Nervi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the
Westfield Public Board of Education will
receive bids for Gymnasium Partition
Replacement at Edison Intermediate
School (FVHD#4514), 800 Rahway Av-
enue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, and
Roosevelt Intermediate School
(FVHD#4515), 301 Clark Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, together with all work
incidental thereto, in accordance with the
requirements of the drawings and specifi-
cations prepared by Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, PC (FVHD) Architects-Planners,
www.fvhdpc.com.

Bids will be received for:  Single Overall
Contract – Gym Partition Replacement
(C009 w/C047)

Sealed Bids will be received on Tues-
day, April 15, 2014, until 2:00 PM (Pre-
vailing Time) by the Westfield Board of
Education, to the attention of Ms. Dana
Sullivan, Business Administrator, Room
101, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090. Bids will be publicly opened
and read immediately thereafter.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08628, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours. Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s Office at (609) 883-7101 to
confirm availability of documents. The Bid
Documents may be obtained from the Ar-
chitect upon deposit of $150.00 (One
Hundred Fifty Dollars) for each set, made
payable to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie.
If bidder requests documents to be shipped,
they must provide their direct shipping
account number to the Architect and a
SEPARATE NON-REFUNDABLE han-
dling fee of $25.00 per set payable in
advance to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie,
PC. Deposit will be refunded if the bidding
documents are returned in whole, bound
and in good condition and returned within
ten (10) days after the opening of bids, by
a Bidder submitting bona fide bid. All ques-
tions must be sent ONLY via mail or
facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced, FVHD Project
#4514/4515.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in dupli-
cate (one original and one copy) in sepa-
rate sealed envelopes for each contract:
(1) addressed to the owner, (2) bearing the
name and address of the bidder written on
the face of the envelope, and (3) clearly
marked “BID” with the contract title and/or
bid number on the outside of the envelope
and must be accompanied by a Certified
Check, Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond drawn

to the order of the Owner for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,
but in no case in excess of $20,000.00;
and must be delivered to the above place
on or before the hour named. The Board of
Education and the Architect assume no
responsibility for bids mailed or misdirected
in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Propo-
sition of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum.  Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Proposition of Surety
shall be executed by an approved surety
company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with P.L. 1995, c.384 (amending N.J.S.A.
2A:44-143 and 2A:44-144, effective Janu-
ary 10, 1996) and with the three highest
rating categories of rating companies na-
tionally recognized and listed as per Ap-
pendix A (go to www.nj.gov/dobi/
surey.htm).

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be pre-qualified by the New Jersey
Division of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC), prior to the date that
bids are received. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsive to bid
requirements.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certifi-
cate (BRC) per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44. The
BRC must be on file prior to the bid open-
ing date.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. the “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

All bidders shall comply with The New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.25 et seq. (P.L. 1963, c.150).

All bidders are required to comply with
all requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L. 1975,
c.127) N.J.A.C. 17:27 and P.L. 1975, C.
127, N.J.A.C. 17:27 N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. Laws Against Discrimination.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if it is in the interest of the
School District to do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 3/20/14, The Leader Fee: $108.12

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on Monday, April 7, 2014 in Council Cham-
bers in the Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider
the following application:

Monarch Homes, LLC ( the “Applicant”),
seeks Minor Subdivision approval with
certain variances with respect to property
commonly known as 316 Linden Avenue,
( Lot 8, in Block 2206 on the Tax Map of the
Town of Westfield) (hereinafter referred to
as the “Property”). The Applicant seeks
permission to allow the subdivision of the
Property into two (2) residential building
lots on which two (2) new single family
residences will be constructed. An existing
residence and garage on said Property is
proposed to be demolished. The Property
is located in the RS-12 Single Family Resi-
dence District set forth in the Land Use
Ordinance of the Town of Westfield.

In connection with said Application for
Minor Subdivision Approval. The Appli-
cant is also seeking variances from the
following provisions of the Land Ordinance
of the Town of Westfield.

Proposed Lot A
1. Section 11.06 ( E) (1) Minimum Lot

Area
Ordinance requires a minimum lot area of

12,000 square feet. Presently Property has
a lot area of 17,491 square feet. Proposed
Lot A has a lot area of 8,745 square feet.

2. Section 11.06 (E) (2) Minimum Lot
Width

Ordinance requires a minimum lot width
of 75 feet. Presently Property has a lot
width of  140 feet. Proposed Lot A will have
a 70 feet lot width.

3. Section 11.06 (E) (2) Minimum Lot
Area within 160 feet of front lot line

Ordinance requires a minimum lot area
of 12,000 square feet within 160 feet of
front lot line. Presently Property has 17,491
square feet; lot area within 160 feet of front
lot line. Proposed Lot A will have a 8745
square feet lot area within 160 square feet
of the front lot line.

4. Section 11.06 (E) (3) Minimum Lot
Frontage

Ordinance requires a minimum lot front-
age of 75 feet. Presently Property has a lot
frontage of 140 feet. Proposed Lot A will
have a lot frontage of 70 feet.

5. Section 12.04 (F) (1) Maximum Build-
ing Coverage

Ordinance permits a maximum building
coverage of 20%. Presently Property has
an 8% building coverage. Proposed Lot A
will have a 23.1% building coverage.

6. Section 11.06 (E) 14 Minimum Ga-

rage Offset Behind Main Façade (Front
Facing Garage)

Ordinance requires a 2 feet minimum
garage offset behind main façade ( front
facing garage). Presently Property has a 0
feet garage offset. Proposed Lot A will
have a 0 feet garage offset.

Proposed Lot B
1. Section 11.06 ( E) (1) Minimum Lot

Area
Ordinance requires a minimum lot area

of 12,000 square feet. Presently Property
has a lot area of 17,491 square feet. Pro-
posed Lot B has a lot area of 8,745 square
feet.

2. Section 11.06 (E) (2) Minimum Lot
Width

Ordinance requires a minimum lot width
of 75 feet. Presently Property has a lot
width of  140 feet. Proposed Lot B will have
a 70 feet lot width.

3. Section 11.06 (E) (2) Minimum Lot
Area within 160 feet of front lot line.

Ordinance requires a minimum lot area
of 12,000 square feet within 160 feet of
front lot line. Presently Property has 17,491
square feet; lot area within 160 feet of front
lot line. Proposed Lot B will have  a 8745
square feet lot area within 160 square feet
of the front lot line.

4. Section 11.06 (E) (3) Minimum Lot
Frontage

Ordinance requires a minimum lot front-
age of 75 feet. Presently Property has a lot
frontage of 140 feet. Proposed Lot B will
have a lot frontage of 70 feet.

5.  Section 12.04 (F) (1) Maximum Build-
ing Coverage

Ordinance permits a maximum building
coverage of 20%. Presently Property has
an 8% building coverage.Proposed Lot B
will have a 23.1% building coverage.

6.  Section 11.06 (E) 14 Minimum Ga-
rage Offset Behind Main Façade ( Front
Facing Garage)

Ordinance requires a 2 feet minimum
garage offset behind main façade ( front
facing garage). Presently Property has a 0
feet garage offset. Proposed Lot B will
have a 0 feet garage offset.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Arthur P. Attenasio, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant
Arthur Attenasio, LLC

324 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey  07091-0490

(908) 233-6013
1 T - 3/20/14, The Leader Fee: $108.12

PUBLIC NOTICE

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Break Records
At 13+ ‘Y’ State Championship

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
Swim Team competed in the 13+ NJ
YMCA State Swimming Champion-
ships held at Franklin and Marshall
College, Lancaster, Pa. on March 6-9
and broke six team records.

Aedan Collins led the 13-14 Boys
by winning the 200-freestyle with a
Devilfish record time of 1:46:32, and
twice touched third (100-free, 50-free).
Having already broken the team record
for 200-fly in prelims reset moments
earlier by teammate Colin Daniel,
Collins bested his own mark in the
200-fly final by placing 10th with a
new record time of 2:02:64. Collins
then anchored the 13-14 200-free re-
lay with Eric Bebel, Griff Morgan and
Ryan Bebel, placing third at a record
setting time of 1:33:11.

Nick Youssef established a new
standard in the 13-14 400IM prelims
with a team record time of 4:32:89.
Caroline Baldwin closed her last “Y”
State meet with outstanding perfor-
mances in the 15-18 Girls age group,
placing first (100-back), second (200-
back, 50-free) and fourth (100-free)
and setting two team records. Baldwin
broke the team’s 15-18/Open 200-
freestyle record with a prelim time of
1:54:43 and reset the 200IM record
with a 2:10:62 swim in the consola-
tion final.

TOP 16 SWIMS:
13-14 Girls: Emma Reilly, Aidan

Donohue, Emily Oster, Muriel
Maloney — 12th 200-medley relay);
Sally Burke, Maloney, Donohue, Oster
— 14th 200-free relay.

13-14 Boys: Morgan — 5th 1,650
Free, 14th 200-fly; Youssef — 7th
1,000-free, 15th 400IM; R. Bebel —
15th 200-breast; C. Daniel — 15th
200-fly; Jack Edmonson — 12th 100-
breast, 9th 200-breast; Morgan,
Edmonson, E. Bebel, Collins — 9th
200-medley relay.

15-18 Girls: Baldwin — 11th 200-
free; Caroline Basil — 15th 100-back;
Erika Daniel — 12th 200-fly; Basil, Gwyn
Devin, E. Daniel, Baldwin — 4th 200-
medley relay); Basil, Devin, E. Daniel,
Baldwin — 9th 400-medley relay; Devin,
Kim Jimenez, Allie McBrearty, Baldwin
— 9th 400-free relay.

15-18 Boys: Clauss, Jack Rose, Ryan
Daniel, Luke McGrory — 10th 200-
medley relay; Clauss, Rose, R. Daniel,
McGrory — 12th 400-medley relay.

McBrearty (100-back) re-qualified for
the YMCA National meet, and three
swimmers added additional events:
Baldwin (200IM), Devin (100-breast),
and Jimenez (100-back, 100-free). The
Devilfish will send a team of nine swim-
mers to the YMCA Short Course Nation-
als in Greensboro, N.C. on April 1-4.

LEAGUE CHAMPS...The Westfield YMCA Red 3rd/4th grade basketball team
finished 9-1 in the regular season and won the YMCA/JCC League Champion-
ship taking the best of three championship series, 2-0, including the final win in
overtime. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ethan Stack, Theo Sica, Cam
Gilman, Brendan Percival, Anthony Buoscio and Owen Callahan; middle row,
Ben Kelly, Noah Fischer, Mattia Butera, Seth Seiden and Jared Goldman; back
row, Coaches Jason Stack, Brett Fischer and Jason Goldman.

WF PAL Sends 12 Wrestlers
To NJ Youth State Tourney

Westfield PAL Wrestling had 12
wrestlers qualify for the NJ Youth State
Tournament held March 15-16 at Sun
National Bank Center in Trenton. Rep-
resenting Westfield’s Raritan Valley
League team were Ethan Composto
(Bantam 55lbs), Cole Turnof (Bantam
60lbs), Jack Price (Novice 95lbs) and
Malachi Mercer (Novice 110lbs). Mer-
cer took sixth place.

From Westfield’s Central Jersey
League team, Luke Jacobs (Novice
60lbs), Trey Rabinowitz (Junior
60lbs), Jake Bencievenga (Junior
65lbs), Luke Hoerle (Junior 65lbs),
CJ Composto (Junior 70lbs), Jack
Martin (Novice 75lbs) and Jonathan
Heard (Novice 120lbs) all qualified
for the tournament. Rabinowitz
placed second, Hoerle sixth and
Composto fourth.

Danny Hoerle, from Westfield’s
Pasaic County League team com-
peted at the Intermediate 120lb class.

“Qualifying for this tournament is
a major accomplishment,” said
Westfield Wrestling President Darren
Composto. He is also one of the five
dedicated coaches who traveled with
the boys for all or part of the two day
event, along with Colin Mackay, Al
Rabinowitz, Ethan Powell and
Michael Price.

“It means you are among the top 24
kids in your weight class in the State
of New Jersey. To then go on and
place in the Top-8 is an even more
outstanding feat, as this is such a
grueling tournament. We congratu-
late all the boys on such an impres-
sive showing against the very best in
New Jersey.”

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

Available Online & Locally:

™

Bell’s Pharmacy: 17 N. Union Ave, Cranford

Lifeline Chiropractic: 1130 Raritan Rd, Cranford

Healing Hands Chiropractic: 472 Westfield Ave, Ste 102, Clark

www.TheBackMaster.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

The Historic Preservation Commission
of the Town of Westfield, New Jersey will
meet on Monday, March 31, 2014 in the
Council Chambers at the Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider
an application for Certificate of Appropri-
ateness by Pat Velderman and Helaine
Donnelly, 242 Kimball Avenue, Westfield,
New Jersey, Block 2401, Lot 5. The appli-
cants are seeking to build an addition to
the existing structure which is located in
the Kimball Avenue Historic District.

The plans and application are on file with
the Town Clerk at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

Pat Velderman
242 Kimball Avenue

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
1 T - 3/20/14, The Leader Fee: $22.44

Probitas Verus Honos

Photo courtesy of Jill Dispenza
MOGUL CHAMP…Matthew Dispenza, a sixth grader at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School in Westfield, won this year’s USSA East Coast Jr. Freestyle Mogul
Championships held at Holiday Valley Resort in Ellicottville, N.Y. This Invita-
tional Event is held for top 100 (60 Male, 40 Female), qualifying 12 to 16 year old
USSA registered freestyle mogul skiers in the East Coast.  Matthew competes for
the team at Killington, Vt.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Union Rugby Mudturtles Crush
Christian Brothers Acad., 43-12

BREAKING THROUGH...Union’s Tymir Hinton breaks through the CBA
defense to score as the Union Mudturtles defeated CBA, 43-12.

The Union County Rugby Football
Club opened the 2014 season at
Wheeler Field in Linden on March 9
with two games against Christian
Brothers Academy of Lincroft. The
clash pitted Union, the NJ State
Champs at the U-18 Club division
last year against CBA which held the
NJ High School State Champs title
last year and boasted an undefeated
season.

In Game 1, Union’s U-18A squad,
led by Captains Michael Hughes and
Chip Mulrooney, posted a decisive
43-12 victory. The beginning was
marked by several changes of posses-
sion, with both teams threatening to
score. The Mudturtles broke through
the CBA defense to get on the board
first when Junior Tymir Hinton scored
on a 50-yard breakaway run. Khalil
Burns, also a junior, burst through
minutes later for one of his three
scores.

CBA struck next with a deep kick
that was mishandled to put them on
the board making the score 10-7
Union. The Mudturtles applied heavy
pressure that sapped the Christian
Brothers Academy forwards for the
remainder of the first half, scoring

two more times to lead at the half,
24-7.

Union junior Thomas Dazzo scored
two minutes into the half and senior
Scrumhalf Mike Hughes punched in
the next score. CBA came back to
score late in the game. Kicking duties
for Union were handled by Flyhalf
Michael Dabulas, who converted four
of his eight point-after attempts.

CBA opened Game 2 with two
quick scores against the U-18B
Mudturtles. However, the Union
squad came back in strong fashion.
Tim Johnston, Eric Swanson and
Isaiah Smith each scored twice. The
staunch Mudturtle defense held CBA
to only two more scores for the re-
mainder leading to a final score of
53-24.

The next home game for the Union
Mudturtles will be on “Rugby Day” at
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Sun-
day, April 6. Rugby Day, sponsored
by the Union County Rugby Football
Club, is a celebration on all aspects of
the sport, along with lots of food and
fun. For more information about the
Union County Mudturtles Rugby Club
and current schedules, please visit
www.mudturtlerugbyyouth.com.

Feliu Brothers of Sc. Pl. Make
National Snowboarding Team

Marc Feliu, age 11, from Scotch
Plains completed the USASA winter
regional championships as the 2014
NY/NJ Catskill Regional Champion
in all his disciplines, Snowboard
Cross, Slalom and Giant Slalom.

As a result of his great achievement,
Marc was invited to ride for the USASA
National Team in the prestigious
Colorado’s USASA National Champi-
onships, beginning on March 29 at
Cooper Mountain, Colo. In addition to
being named Regional Champion in all
his disciplines, Marc received the
USASA Sponsored HI-CHEW prize
for the “Most Improved” snowboarder
of the whole Competition Team.

Marc’s 9-year-old brother, David
Feliu, who was a brand new competi-
tor in the USASA this winter, fol-
lowed Marc’s steps and ended sec-
ond in the NY/NJ Catskill region,
including the 34th Empire State Win-
ter Games held in the Olympic City
of Lake Placid annually. His perfor-
mance made him an amazing, quali-
fied young snowboarder too, and he
is being invited to ride as well for his
USASA National Team in Colorado
this coming spring.

Marc and David train at Windham
Mountain during the winter. Marc
currently attends Terrill Middle
School in Mrs. Cagnassola’s class

and David attends J.A Coles Elemen-
tary School in Miss Nemec’s class.

WF ‘Y’ 8U Swimmers Master
Mini Pentathlon Challenge

Twenty members of the Westfield
Area “Y” Devilfish Swim Team aged
eight and under participated in the 8U
Mini Pentathlon hosted by Summit
Area “Y” on March 2. The meet for-
mat required swimmers to compete
in four individual events and one re-
lay event to achieve the five event
“pentathlon.”

Ninety percent of the Devilfish
reached personal best times.
Katherine Li (50-back and 50-breast)
and Christian Tedesco (100-free) were
individual event winners and earned
the team’s top pentathlon scores.
Danny McGann, Tedesco, Cole
Sharkey, and Owen Waibel also won
gold for their effort in the 200-med-
ley relay.

TOP 8 FINISHES:
Girls: Kate Buckley — 4th place

25-back; Neve Ferreira — 8th 50-
breast; Kyra Gallagher — 5th 25-
breast, 6th 50-fly, 8th 50-back; Li —
3rd 50-free, 7th 100IM; Claire Logan
— 8th 25-breast; Katherine Riordan
— 4th 25-breast; Julia Schneider —
2nd 50-back, 5th 25-fly; Clara Yu,
Lauren Lane, Gallagher, Ferreira —

3rd 200-free relay); Schneider, Li,
Logan, Riordan — 3rd 200-medley
relay.

Boys: Colin Cimei — 5th 25-fly;
Michael Gauthier — 3rd 25-fly;
Charlie Jeckell — 6th 25-back;
McGann — 2nd 50-free and 25-back,
5th 50-breast; Sharkey — 3rd 25-
breast, 5th 25-fly; Tedesco — 3rd 25-
back, 4th 50-breast, 6th 100IM; Aidan
Troy — 8th 50-fly; JD Twilley — 6th
25-fly; Waibel — 2nd 25-breast;
Nathan Welsh — 4th 25-fly; Twilley,
Jeckell, Gauthier, Welsh — 2nd 200-
free relay.

UC CYO CHAMPS...The Holy Trinity 4th grade boys basketball team defeated
St. Helen’s in the Union County CUO Championship game on March 9. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Jonathan Schaeffer, Andrew McCabe, Mason
Galindo, Danny Riccardi, Al Ferrara, Matthew Robinson and Tyler Delvecchio;
back row, Jonathan Giglio, Peter Youssef, Kerin Koenke, Stephen Angeli, James
Csorba, Jack Walter and Matthew Fucillo; Head Coach: Chris Walter and
Assistant Coaches Jim Riccardi and TJ Delvecchio.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING RENEWAL OF

COMCAST OF NEW JERSEY II, LLC
CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing to assess the Township of Scotch
Plains’ cable related needs and interests
and to review Comcast’s past performance
on May 6, 2014 at 7:00 P.M., in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains Municipal Building at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey.

Additionally, this hearing will be held for
the purpose of evaluating Comcast of New
Jersey II, LLC for the renewal of its munici-
pal consent to own, operate, extend, and
maintain a cable television and cable com-
munications system in the Township of
Scotch Plains and is held in accordance
with N.J.A.C. 14:1813.2(a)(2) and all other
applicable statutory and regulatory provi-
sions.

Comcast of New Jersey II, LLC’s appli-
cation is available for public examination
at the Township Clerk’s Office located at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey during 9:00 A.M. and 3:30 P.M.

All interested parties are invited to at-
tend and be heard with respect to this
application.

Bozena Lacina, Clerk
Township of Scotch Plains

2 T - 3/20/14
& 4/24/14, The Times Fee: $62.22

NJAR® Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award®, Gold

       CAROL A. DIGRACI 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert President's Club, 
Sales Club, Marketed Club 

                      PHYLLIS R. BROWN 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club 

                       ANA DE FIGUEIREDO 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club 

                        JAMES EUWER 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club 

                         KATHLEEN GWALDIS 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club 

                          NANCY R. KRONHEIMER 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club 

                           DON VILLANE 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club 

                            JACQUELINE WALDMAN 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club 

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, Silver

Weichert®

IT’S OUR PLEASURE TO HONOR ALL OF THESE AWARD WINNERS.

2013
AWARD

WINNERS

Westfi eld Offi ce • 908-654-7777Offices Across
America

        TIMOTHY O'SHEA 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club 

         ALAN RUBIN 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Director's Club, 
Sales Club, Marketed Club 

          ADIE K. SHAALAN 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Director's Club, 
Sales Club, Marketed Club 

           PHYLLIS STERN 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Executive's Club, 

Marketed Club 

            ANDREW WEISSMAN 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club 

   NADINE S. ALLEN 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Ambassador's Club, 

Sales Club, Marketed Club 

   TARA FLOYD DEMIZIO 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Director's Club, 

Sales Club 

    SUSAN DEVANEY 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Executive's Club, 
Sales Club, Marketed Club 

     MARIA DIMOPOULOS 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Executive's Club, 
Sales Club, Marketed Club 

      NIKI FRY 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert President's Club, 
Sales Club, Marketed Club 

       PATRICIA MCKIERNAN 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert Director's Club, 

Sales Club 

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, Bronze

        PETER LISCIOTTO 
NJAR® Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award® - 2013
 Weichert President's Club, 
Sales Club, Marketed Club 
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Marc Feliu (age 11) and David Feliu (Age 9) – photo by Jessica Basil
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the
Westfield Board of Education will receive
bids for Boiler Replacement at the
Roosevelt Intermediate School (FVHD
#4516), 301 Clark Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, together with all work inci-
dental thereto, in accordance with the re-
quirements of the drawings and specifica-
tions prepared by Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, P.C. (FVHD) Architects-Planners,
www.fvhdpc.com.

Bids will be received for:  SINGLE OVER-
ALL CONTRACT – Boiler Replacement

Sealed Bids will be received on Tues-
day, April 15, 2014, until 2:30 PM (Pre-
vailing Time) by the Westfield Board of
Education, to the attention of Ms. Dana
Sullivan, Business Administrator, Room
101, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090. Bids will be publicly opened
and read immediately thereafter.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, P.O. Box
7371, Trenton, New Jersey 08268, and
may be inspected by prospective bidders
during regular business hours. Any bidder
should contact the Architect’s Office at
(609) 883-7101 to confirm availability of
documents. The Bid Documents may be
obtained from the Architect upon deposit
of $150.00 (One Hundred Fifty Dollars) for
each set, made payable to Fraytak Veisz
Hopkins Duthie.  If bidder requests docu-
ments to be shipped, they must provide
their direct shipping account number to the
Architect and a SEPARATE NON-RE-
FUNDABLE handling fee of $25.00 per
set payable in advance to Fraytak Veisz
Hopkins Duthie, PC. Deposit will be re-
funded if the bidding documents are re-
turned in whole in good condition, bound in
proper order, unmarked, and returned
within ten (10) days after the opening of
bids, by a Bidder submitting bona fide bid.
All questions must be sent ONLY via
mail or facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with
the job number referenced, FVHD
Project #4516.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in dupli-
cate (one original and one copy) in sepa-
rate sealed envelopes for each contract:
(1) addressed to the owner, (2) bearing the
name and address of the bidder written on
the face of the envelope, and (3) clearly
marked “BID” with the contract title and/or
bid number on the outside of the envelope
and must be accompanied by a Certified
Check, Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond drawn
to the order of the Owner for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,
but in no case in excess of $20,000.00;
and must be delivered to the above place
on or before the hour named. The Board of
Education and the Architect assume no
responsibility for bids mailed or misdirected
in delivery.

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be pre-qualified by the New Jersey
Division of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC), prior to the date that
bids are received. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsive to bid
requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Propo-
sition of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Proposition of Surety
shall be executed by an approved surety
company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with P.L. 1995, c.384 (amending N.J.S.A.
2A:44-143 and 2A:44-144, effective Janu-
ary 10, 1996) and with the three highest

rating categories of rating companies na-
tionally recognized and listed as per Ap-
pendix A (go to www.nj.gov/dobi/
surety.htm).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

All bidders shall comply with The New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.25 et seq. (P.L. 1963, c.150).

All bidders are required to comply with
all requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L. 1975,
c.127) N.J.A.C. 17:27 and P.L. 1975, C.
127, N.J.A.C. 17:27 N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. Laws Against Discrimination.

All Bidders should be aware that the
project is being financed in part through
Grants received under the Educational
Facilities Construction and Financing Act,
N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-1 et seq. (P.L. 2000, c.72,
effective July 18, 2000, as amended by
P.L. 2007, c.137 effective August 6, 2007,
P.L. 2007, c. 260 effective January 13,
2008 and P.L. 2008, c. 39 effective July 9,
2008) (the “Act”). Accordingly all Bidders
will be required to comply with the require-
ments of the Act as it pertains to them and
to assist the School District in providing
information and access to facilities as re-
quired in the Grant Agreements. The con-
struction contract will contain language
required by the Grant Agreements. The
Contractor will be required to provide infor-
mation to the School District, the Schools
Development Authority and others that will
enable the School District to receive the
disbursements of the Grants.

The Bidder and all its Subcontractors
named in the branches specified in N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-18 who will perform work on the
School Facilities Project must be prequalified
prior to the submission of any bids pursuant
to the Schools Development Authority
prequalification process unless the Contract
is in an amount less than the bid threshold
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-3.

All qualified applicants will receive con-
sideration for employment without regard
to age, race, creed, color, national origin,
ancestry, marital status, affectional or
sexual orientation or sex.

All Contractors and Subcontractors who
bid on the project must be registered pur-
suant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq.

All Contractors and Subcontractors must
comply with the business registration and
use tax requirements of N.J.S.A. 52:32-
44, amended by P.L. 2004, c.57. Pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all Contractors who
bid on the School Facilities Project shall
provide a copy of their Business Registra-
tion Certification, issued by the Depart-
ment of Treasury, at the time of submis-
sion of their Bid Proposals to the School
District. Failure to include this form with the
Proposal or Bid will result in rejection of the
Bid. The Contractor must (a) obtain proof
of valid business registration from a Sub-
contractor before entering into a contract
with the Subcontractor and shall forward
said business registrations to the School
District; (b) provide written notice to all
Subcontractors that they are required to
submit a copy of their Business Registra-
tion Certificate to the Contractor; and (c)
maintain and submit to the School District
a list of the names of any Subcontractors
and their current addresses, updated as
necessary during the course of the con-
tract performance, and to be complete and
accurate before a request for final pay-
ment is made.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if it is in the interest of the
School District to do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 3/20/14, The Leader Fee: $157.08

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

WE LOVE TO DANCE...Tatianna J. Dorsey gathers with students at the Why
We Dance 2013 Festival. She will teach a hip hop class at this year’s event, to be
held on Saturday, March 29, beginning at 1 p.m. at the Forest Road Park Building
in Fanwood. Now in its sixth year, Why We Dance celebrates various forms of
dance and is free and open to the community.

Fanwood Library Surpasses
Fundraising Campaign Goal
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Memorial Library’s “Close the
Gap” fund-raising campaign has
surpassed its $10,000 goal, accord-
ing to Library Director Dan Weiss
and the board of trustees.

Begun in mid-December by the
board of trustees to partially make
up for years of decreased munici-
pal funding and increased patron
demand, the campaign closed in
mid-February. The board is grate-
ful to all of the residents and library
users who gave so generously.

As Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
noted recently, “2014 and 2015 look
to be very exciting years for the
library and the borough, and the
response to the Close the Gap cam-
paign makes it clear that the library is
an integral part of what makes Fan-
wood such a great community.”

The donations will be used to im-
prove the circulating collection at the
library. Residents can expect to see
scores of new books and DVDs added

to the library’s collection. Addition-
ally, the library will be able to upgrade
some of its technology hardware.

Like other libraries nationwide, the
Fanwood Memorial Library is experi-
encing unprecedented use, according
to Mr. Weiss and the board of trustees.
To help maintain popular services,
programs and collections, it is devis-
ing creative partnerships and solu-
tions such as this campaign. While
the monies do not close the entire
gap between increased patron de-
mand and decreased funding, they
will have a noticeable impact on the
materials currently available to all us-
ers.

“The community’s continued sup-
port for the library is fantastic,” said
Sheldon Ross, president of the li-
brary board of trustees. “The board
and I are very grateful to have such
an engaged user base. We look for-
ward to hearing from residents as
we continue to move forward with
our strategic plan.” Why We Dance Posts

Classes For March 29
FANWOOD — Why We Dance

will present multiple free dance classes
at the Forest Road Park Building in
Fanwood on Saturday, March 29, start-
ing at 1 p.m. Participants can register
for classes on the day of the event.

Free and open to the public, these
workshops will include an African
Dance class taught by Titilayo
Majoyeogbe; a belly dance class
taught by Kathleen McMahon, also
a registered nurse, and a hip hop
class taught by Tatianna J. Dorsey.
Ms. Dorsey will teach choreogra-
phy to a Mindless Behavior song.

Additionally, Iris Nelson will give
a demonstration on how to make
natural hair products. Ms. Nelson
started making products at home for
her daughter’s hair.

Why We Dance has been organiz-
ing events, free and open to the com-
munity, for six years. This program
is funded in part by a HEART (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) grant. Free refreshments and
door prizes will be available. For
more information about the event,
contact Why We Dance Coordinator
Candace Waller at (908) 432-2003
or whywedance@gmail.com.

Optimist Club to Sponsor
Student Oratorical Contest

WESTFIELD — The Optimist
Club of Westfield is encouraging
Westfield seventh-grade students
enrolled in Public Speaking to
“speak their mind” as part of the
2014 Westfield Optimist Oratorical
Contest.

The topics are “How my passions
impact the world;” “Cyber commu-
nications, progress or problem;”
“Why my voice is important” and
“Is year-round school beneficial to
learning?”

Faculty and administration will
judge the initial rounds of speeches
based on content and presentation
and select five finalists from each
intermediate school. The finals will
be held in the Westfield High School
Student Center at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 1. Each of the finalists
will receive recognition of their ac-
complishment, with the top three

winners awarded a medal and a
cash award.

This is the ninth year the Opti-
mist Club has sponsored the Ora-
torical Contest. The club has been
active since 1989 with community
programs and service projects in-
cluding holiday food baskets, spon-
sorship and mentoring of the Junior
Optimists at Westfield High School,
and the annual Project Graduation
BASH. The club also recognizes
special achievements in the com-
munity with its annual Youth Vol-
unteer Award and the Intermediate
School Teachers of the Year Award.

Questions about the Oratorical
Contest should be directed to Irv
Brand at (908) 654-3197. To re-
quest additional information about
the Optimist Club, call Member-
ship Chairman Mike Walsh at (908)
654-3144.

Westfield Historical Society
Announces Photo Contest

WESTFIELD — To celebrate
New Jersey’s 350th anniversary in
2014 and highlight the many fasci-
nating and beautiful things about
the state, the Westfield Historical
Society is sponsoring a photo con-
test, open to all Westfield residents.
Photos will be accepted in five cat-
egories, including Nature, People,
Events, Buildings and Monuments,
and New Jersey Miscellaneous.

All photos must be taken in the
state of New Jersey during 2014
and received by the Westfield His-
torical Society in both print and
digital form by Wednesday, Sep-
tember 3, 2014. There is a $5 per
entry fee for adults; those under
age 18 may enter at no charge.

Photos will be displayed at the
Reeve History and Cultural Re-
source Center, located at 314 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, during
the Historical Society’s annual
Apple Fest celebration in October,
when the public will have an oppor-
tunity to vote for their favorite en-
tries. The photo receiving the most
first-place votes in each category
will be declared the winner in that
category and prizes will be awarded
to the photographers.

For entry forms, rules and more
information, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org or
contact the Westfield Historical So-
ciety at (908) 654-1794 or
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Nominations Welcomed
For Philhower Award

WESTFIELD — Margaret Subhas,
President of the Westfield Rotary
Club, announced that Monday, April
7, is the deadline for nominations for
the 22nd annual Charles Philhower
Fellowship award designated for a
full-time elementary teacher in the
Westfield Public Schools.

Letters of nomination are invited
from interested citizens, parents, stu-
dents and Westfield public school
staff members and should be ad-
dressed to: Charles Philhower Fel-
lowship Committee of the Westfield
Rotary Club, c/o Office of the Su-
perintendent of Schools, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090, or e-
mailed to
rotaryphilhower@westfieldnjk12.org.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demon-
strated outstanding teaching, inter-
est in children and continued pursuit
of professional growth. The teacher

must be a full-time faculty member
in grades kindergarten through fifth
grade in the Westfield Public Schools
for a minimum of five years. The
Fellowship recipient will be hon-
ored at a Rotary luncheon and at a
Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing, both scheduled for Tuesday, May
6, and will receive a Rotary grant to
further professional growth or to
enhance classroom activities for stu-
dents.

The award was instituted in 1993
by the Westfield Rotary Club to rec-
ognize the importance of teaching
in the elementary grades and to honor
Westfield Rotarian and School Su-
perintendent Charles Philhower. Mr.
Philhower, who died in 1962, was
Supervising Principal (Superinten-
dent) of Westfield Public Schools
for 30 years – from 1917 to 1947 –
and was President of the Westfield
Rotary Club in 1929-30. As Rotary
President, he instituted the club’s
annual scholarship awards to gradu-
ating Westfield students.

Members of the Selection Com-
mittee will include three Rotarians,
two elementary school principals
and the immediate past Philhower
Fellow. Past Philhower fellowship
recipients include Jacqueline Riley,
Frank Uveges, Diane Eisen, Diana
Collins, Karen Geddis, Catherine
McGarry, Michael Burgess, Karen
Yula, Mary Dura, Stacie
DeChristopher, Michele Moise,
Carole Kling, Anna Jane Sabbagh,
Trista Pollard, Eva Morton, Angela
LaCarrubba, Claudia Andreski,
Bette Tuthill, Carol Joyce, Carol A.
Mastroianni, and Susan Feldman
Glick.

“The Westfield Rotary Club’s
Philhower Fellowship continues an
outstanding tradition of excellent
cooperation with our schools for
the benefit of our children,” stated
Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan.

Tamaques and Edison Schools
Take on the Harlem Wizards
WESTFIELD — The Hands of Life

Martial Arts will present the Harlem
Wizards at Westfield High School on
Thursday, May 29, at 7 p.m. The
Wizards will battle Tamaques El-
ementary School and Edison Inter-
mediate School staff - with participa-
tion by Tamaques Principal Mike
Cullen and Edison Principal Matt
Bolton and Vice-Principal David
Duelks.

This will be an exciting two-hour
event for both kids and adults filled
with laughter, talent, and community
spirit. Funds raised will go towards a
local non-profit organization and to-
wards enhancing Tamaques facili-
ties. Hands of Life Martial Arts is the
event Platinum Sponsor and Planet
Honda is the Gold Sponsor.

The Harlem Wizards, one of two
remaining show basketball teams (the
other is the Harlem Globetrotters),
aim to entertain the crowd and help
with community fundraising.

The audience will witness amaz-
ing basketball talent combined with
high-energy comedy. The athleticism,
tricks, fancy teamwork and ball-han-
dling wizardry, plus wild dunks will

wow hoops fans of all ages. Audience
participation makes the event extra
exciting; as the Wizards get the crowd
involved. Children may be asked onto
the court as part of the show.

Tickets will be available for pur-
chase through MyFoodDays.com on
Wednesday, April 2; at the Tamaques
Variety Show on April 4 and 5,
through the Harlem Wizards website
and at Tamaques and Edison on Mon-
day, April 21.

For additional questions, or if you
are unable to purchase tickets through
the aforementioned channels, email
binaifer_vesuna@yahoo.com.

Classes Are Available
In Speech Reading

WESTFIELD — The Hearing
Society’s informal classes in speech
(lip) reading continue to be held each
Thursday morning from 10:30 to 11:45
a.m. at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

Under the direction of Dr. Anne
Michele Puglisi, audiologist, the
classes provide instruction in strat-
egies for coping with hearing loss
as well as techniques for improved
communication. The sessions also
serve as a support group for people
experiencing the problems that de-
velop as their hearing diminishes.

Anyone in the greater Union
County area who is interested in
improving his or her word recogni-
tion skills is welcome. More infor-
mation about the classes and The
Hearing Society may be obtained
by calling Alice Knecht at (908)
688-8241 (voice).

PI DAY…Fourth-graders at Westfield’s McKinley Elementary School celebrate
Pi Day by engaging in a variety of hands-on activities to explore and appreciate
the mathematical constant “pi” including measuring the diameter of a hula-hoop
as the first step in determining its area by using a formula that includes Pi.
Pictured, left to right, are: Sean Crann, Chloe Oliveira, Brandon Rodriguez,
Jordan Foley and Zhana Velkov

Garwood Knights
Schedule Fish Fry

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold their
Lenten Fish Fry by Thistles on Fri-
day, April 11, from 6 to 8 p.m.

This year baked fish will be of-
fered as well as the traditional fried
fish; chicken will be available as well.
Tickets are $13 in advance and $15 at
the door; the cost for children under
age 12 is $10. Participants may dine
in or take out their meals.

Tickets can be obtained at the
Knights Council Hall weekdays after
4:30 p.m., or on weekends after 2
p.m. For more information, call (908)
789-9809 or contact Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389.

The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus Hall is located at 37 South Av-
enue in Garwood, across from the
Pathmark store. Parking is available
in the back lot, off of Willow Avenue.

 Recycle Unwanted
Electronic Equipment
CRANFORD  — The County of

Union will sponsor a recycling event
for electronic equipment on Saturday,
March 29, so Union County residents
can get rid of unwanted computers,
televisions and other electronic equip-
ment in an environmentally proper
manner. The special E-cycling event
will take place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the campus of Union County College
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford.

All residents of Union County are
eligible to participate at no cost. There
is a limit of six electronic items per car.
equipment.

Workers at the site will unload the
vehicles. Pre-registration is not required.

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

(Linden, NJ): Design foundations,
reinforced concrete, steel, ma-
sonry & timber structures of build-
ings. Perform 3-D modeling &
structural analysis; prepare struc-
tural drawings, engineering plans,
specifications & layouts. Req.: MS/
equiv in Civil/Structural Engineer-
ing with 6 months of exp. EIT
license. Send resume to LMW
Engineering Group, LLC., 2539
Brunswick Ave., Linden, NJ 07036

ESTATE SALE

Furniture, many houseware
items, paintings, and lots more !!

Don't miss out
1703 Boynton Ave, Westfield
Fri 3/28 5pm - 9pm, Sat 3/29
9am - 6pm, Sun 3/30 9am - 4pm.

PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT

Part-time help wanted Sunday
afternoons 12 o'clock to 5 o'clock.
Assist disabled gentleman. $13
per hour. Duties include light
cleaning, feeding (no meal
preparation), maybe computer
work, assist with organization of
room, computer. References
requested. Contact John

(908) 389-0269

POLISH CLEANING LADY

 “Great work, Free estimates”
References available.

If you need a  hardworking
person with great experience to
clean your house or apartment

Call Agnes (908) 937-0346

FURNISHED ROOM NEEDED

Female retiree living in Florida
seeks furnished room or
apartment for Summer months.
Clean, quiet, great references.

(941) 966-1856

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings April 2nd,

evenings March 26th.
CHHA, classes start
evenings April 21st.

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends April 27th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

Matthew Burke
Fine Interior Painting &

Professional Paperhanging
20 years experience
excellent references

(908) 753-2516 & (908) 405-7514

PAINTING / PAPERHANGING

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

Aide seeks job to care for the
elderly. Live In / Live-Out,

Excellent References.
Call (973) 204-8514

WESTFIELD AREA RENTAL

TOWNHOUSE 3 BR 1 1/2 BA,
FR W/FP, LOFT, WA & DY,
POOL TENNIS, GATED COM-
MUNITY. $3300/MO. AVAIL
JUNE 30. OWNER NJLREA.

CALL (908) 581-2803

STUDENT ART…Amanda Zhang, an eighth grade student at the Edison Interme-
diate School, was recently chosen to display her art work at the State House in
Trenton. Amanda’s acrylic painting of Cozette, the young girl from the Broadway
musical, Les Miserables, was one of only six art pieces selected to represent Union
County in the State Youth Art Month exhibit in Trenton. Pictured, Amanda poses
with her art teacher, Alison Hooper, during the Artist Reception.
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Junior Musical Club
Presents Ensemble Concert
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

ENSEMBLE CONCERT…Members of the Junior Musical Club rehearse for the
Ensemble Concert to be performed Wednesday, April 2, at 7:30 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield.

NJ Festival Orchestra Announces
Corporate Sponsors for Gala

Annual ‘Tour de Elizabeth’
Celebrates 350th Anniversary

WESTFIELD — The Board of
New Jersey Festival Orchestra
(NJFO) and its Friends’ group will
be celebrating the 31st anniversary
of the New Jersey Festival Orches-
tra (formerly Westfield Symphony
Orchestra), with its annual gala
under the theme, “Starry Starry
Night” on the evening of Saturday,
April 5, at The Clubhouse at Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth.

In making the announcement ear-
lier this week, Norman Luka, Presi-
dent of the NJFO Board of Trust-
ees, also shared the news that
Mercedes Benz dealer Ray Catena
of Union will be the Gala Sponsor
for this year’s celebration, which
will include a cocktail reception,
gourmet dinner and dancing to a 10
piece band, as well as live and silent
auctions.

“We are thrilled and honored to
be associated with such a wonder-
ful celebration and crucial
fundraising event,” remarked Sue
Hengstler, Financial Controller for
Ray Catena of Union.

“There are very few suburban
towns across America with an or-
chestra of this caliber. We have been
constantly dazzled over the years
by its performances and we are de-
lighted to help ensure that Westfield
and the surrounding community will
have access to this fine music for
many years to come,” added John
Weber, Ray Catena Sales and Leas-
ing Representative.

In addition to a 50/50 cash raffle,
there will be an array of unique
items and experiences for auction.

Some of the items to be auctioned
during the evening by Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick include get-away
packages to exotic locations, tickets
to some of the best theatre locations
in New York and New Jersey, pre-
mium ticket packages for Giants
football and Rangers hockey games,
and eclectic New York dining.

A silent auction of items donated
by over 70 local retailers, restau-
rants and businesses has also been
put together. The silent auction will
run throughout the evening which
will culminate in the drawing of the
winners for the 50-50 cash raffle.
Raffle tickets may be purchased at
the NJFO office and winners need
not be present to claim a prize.

In his statement, Dr. Luka also
acknowledged the outstanding gen-
erosity of corporate sponsors PNC
Wealth Management and Fragomen,
Del Rey, Bersen and Loewy, LLP
commenting, “The arts are again
taking a fiscal hit this year and it is
essential that we rally to fill the gap
in public funding in order to con-
tinue the WSO (Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra) tradition of live
music within our community.”

Invitations and raffle tickets have
been mailed to NJ Festival Orches-
tra subscribers and supporters, but
attendance is open to the public.

To learn more about NJ Festival
Orchestra or to purchase tickets for
Starry Starry Night, which may be
obtained on a first-come first-served
basis, the public is invited to go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call
the NJFO office at (908) 232-9400
on weekdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

ELIZABETH — “A tale of Two
Histories” will be celebrated during
the 11th Annual Tour de Elizabeth —
the 350th Anniversary of the found-
ing of Elizabethtown, and the 11th
Anniversary of the bicycling event
known as the “Tour de Elizabeth.”
The Tour is scheduled rain or shine
for Sunday, May 18. The 15 mile
bicycle ride is open to cyclists of all
ages and skill levels.

Based upon its shared commitment
of building an environmentally sus-
tainable community, Elizabethtown
Gas is partnering with Groundwork
Elizabeth to provide key support for
this year’s Bicycle Tour.
Elizabethtown Gas has a rich history
in Elizabeth and has been providing
safe and reliable natural gas service
since 1855.

This non-competitive cycling event
is supported by Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage, a host of city agencies and
non-profits, community minded
sponsors and volunteers, and is es-
corted by the Elizabeth Police De-
partment through streets closed to

the riders.
In 1664 Elizabethtown became the

first permanent English community
in New Jersey. Its boundaries included
most of Union County, and parts of
Essex County. A myriad of activities
are planned for the year long celebra-
tion, such as a battle reenactment on
Saturday, March 29, the 11th Annual
Tour de Elizabeth, a block party cel-
ebrating the city’s diversity on Sun-
day, June 29, and a large reenactment
of the Battle of Springfield sched-
uled for mid October.

The bicycle ride begins at 9 a.m.
sharp and registration begins at 7:30
a.m. Advanced registration is avail-
able online at the Groundwork
www.groundworkelizabeth.com, and
City of Elizabeth websites
www.elizabethnj.org, and riders are
encouraged to sign up before Satur-
day, May 10, which has been as-
signed for the cutoff date for signa-
ture t-shirts and/or hats to be distrib-
uted to the pre-registrants. Opportu-
nities to sponsor the ride are available
by contacting Groundwork.

BIKE RACE...The 11th Annual Tour de Elizabeth cycling event will be held in
conjunction with the 350th anniversary of Elizabethtown on Sunday, May 18.
The 15-mile bicycle ride is open to cyclists of all ages and skill levels and will be
held rain or shine.

Mykolenko’s Sound Piece
Selected For Concert

WESTFIELD  — The Junior Musi-
cal Club will present its annual En-
semble Concert on Wednesday, April
2, at 7:30 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield.

Club members in eighth grade and
high school from the local area will
join together in duets and trios, play-
ing the most popular music of the past
250 years. The public is welcome to
attend the concert free of charge. Re-
freshments will be served at a recep-
tion following the performance.

The duos performing will be Kristin
Hauge, violin, and Cindy Gong, viola
(Mozart’s Duo, K. 423, Rondo); Belle
Lin, violin, and Mira Yang, viola
(Mozart’s Duo, K. 423, Allegro);
Suraj Chandran, violin, and Belle
Lin, viola (Michael Haydn’s Sonata
3 in F Major, Rondo); Hermes Suen,
violin and Chrissy Griesmer, viola

(Michael Haydn’s Sonata 1 in C
Major, Adagio); Abbie Fossaceca and
Katherine Purachev, piano four hands
(Scott Joplin’s Bethena); Victoria Tian
and Mira Yang, piano four hands (Bill
G. Evans’ Ivory Watch); Samantha
Tropper, soprano, and Abbie
Fossaceca, piano (Richard Rodgers’
“Come Home” from Allegro);
Samantha Tropper, soprano, and
Kristin Hauge, piano (Handel’s
“V’adoro Pupillo” from Julius Cae-
sar).

The duets continue with Belle Lin,
violin, and Tiffany Chen, viola (Eigh-
teenth century anonymous, Duetto 1,
Allegro moderato); Anna Song and
Victoria Tian, flutes (Grétry’s Gavotte
from Barge Music); Allie Liang and
Alice Yue, piano four hands (Yingju
Wu’s Theme from The Heroic Sisters
of the Grassland); Hermes Suen and
Dan Zheng, piano four hands (Ben-
jamin Britten’s Playful Pizzicato);
Kristin Hauge and Katherine
Purachev, piano four hands (Arthur
Benjamin’s Jamaican Rhumba); and
Max Flysch and Chrissy Griesmer,
piano four hands (Bizet’s “The Top”
from Children’s Games).

Also performing will be John Ray,
Anna Song and Victoria Tian
(Friedrich Kuhlau’s Trio for Three
Flutes); Dan Zheng, clarinet, Kristin
Hauge, violin, Max Flysch, bassoon,
and Hermes Suen, piano (Cole
Porter’s songs) and Samantha
Sprechman, soprano.

AREA — A sound piece written by
Calderone School of Music faculty
member, Professor Maria
Mykolenko, violin, was used as the
soundtrack for “Ascension,” a dance
piece by Rachel McGinnis.

The performance was held at the
Theatre at the Mort and Irma Handel
Performing Arts Center at the Hartt
School, University of Hartford in
Connecticut on March 7.

The performance was part of the
“Senior Dance Concert” with origi-
nal choreography and musical com-
positions from students of the Hartt
School. It was also live streamed at
www.hartford.edu/harttstreaming as
part of “Live from Hartt” series.

The Calderone School of Music in
East Hanover and Springfield offers
private lessons on all instruments and

voice, a College Prep Division and
Professional Development Division.
We also offer Ensembles, Rock and
Jazz Band, Chorus, a Musical The-
atre, Suzuki String Plus, Kindermusik
from birth to age seven for pre-school
children and those not yet ready for
private instructions. The school of-
fers private music lessons on all in-
struments and voice, a College Prep
Division and Professional Develop-
ment Division.

For more information contact
Prof. Kathleen Calderone at
(973) 428-0405 in East Hanover or
(973) 467-4688 in the Springfield
school or visit
www.calderoneschoolofmusic.com.
The Calderone School of Music is a
New Jersey State Registered Profes-
sional School, established in 1975.

SOUNDTRACK...A sound piece written by Calderone School of Music faculty
member, Professor Maria Mykolenko, above,  (violin) was used as the soundtrack
for “Ascension,” a dance piece by Rachel McGinnis.

Sleeping Beauty at UC
Sensory Friendly Theatre

Fanwood’s Historic
Philathalian
Scrapbooks

FANWOOD — For more than 60
years, from 1933 to 1998, Fanwood’s
community theater group called the
Philathalians, entertained audiences
with their thespian talents. Legend
has it that the group was formed to
keep themselves occupied so as to
divert their attention from the dismal
effects of the Great Depression.

To memorialize their activities for
future generations of Fanwoodians,
they made faithful and consistent use
of the scrapbook. Some seven of those
scrapbooks are part of the holdings
of the Fanwood Museum located on
the lower level of the Historic Fan-
wood Railroad Station.

On Sunday, April 6, between 2 and
4 p.m. these scrapbooks will be avail-
able for visitors to view and examine.

The details of all of the Philathalian
productions have been faithfully pre-
served in playbills, newspaper pub-
licity releases, ticket samples, photo-
graphs and sketches of set design.
Fanwood’s elementary school build-
ing on LaGrande Avenue now a
children’s hospital was the place
where the Philathalians first staged
their productions. Some were latter
presented at the Park Avenue elemen-
tary/high school in Scotch Plains.
For years, they used a converted barn
on  Elm Street in Fanwood before
they moved to Fanwood’s Carriage
House in the late 1980s.

For an intimate glimpse into one of
Fanwood’s longest enduring social
organizations visit the Fanwood
Museum on April 6.

Book Signing at
Plainfield Library

PLAINFIELD — On Saturday,
March 22, the Plainfield Public Li-
brary will sponsor a book signing
event from 2 to 4 pm. Seven New
Jersey authors will meet the public
and share with visitors their latest
writings. The books will be available
for sale and their authors will be on
hand to autograph any purchased
titles.

The featured works represent a di-
versity of categories including fic-
tion, non-fiction, self-help and his-
tory. Authors scheduled to appear
include Nellie Dixon, former resi-
dent and arts activist; Joanne Rajoppi,
Union County Clerk; Dr. Thomas
Brown, retired President of Union
County College; and Linda Barth,
N.J. Canal Historian. Other authors
include Janet Hilliman, Azuka Zuke,
and Eric Nierstedt.

For more information on this Book
Signing event or any of Plainfield
Public Library’s other services, call
(908) 757-1111 ext. 132.Kean Stage Presents

4 Girls 4
UNION — Kean Stage will pre-

sents 4 Girls 4 on Sunday, April 6, at
3 p.m. in Wilkins Theatre located at
Kean University.

4 Girls 4 is a fabulously flirty,
funny, frolic, featuring Andrea
McArdle, Maureen McGovern,
Donna McKechnie and Faith Prince.
The dynamic, award winning musi-
cal stars from Broadway, film, TV
and recordings will delight you per-
forming the biggest hits from their
Tony Award winning shows.

Wilkins Theatre is located on Kean
University’s main campus at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union. Tickets are
$30 standard; $20 senior, student,
child and are available at the Wilkins
Theatre Box Office on campus, by
calling (908) 737-SHOW (7469), and
online at www.keanstage.com.

Photo courtesy of New Jersey Ballet
SLEEPING BEAUTY…Tickets are still available for the quintessential classic
ballet Sleeping Beauty at the Union County Performing Arts Center in Rahway
on Sunday, March 16 at 2 p.m., in a special Sensory Friendly Theatre perfor-
mance by the New Jersey Ballet.

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers is pleased to announce that tickets
are still available for the quintessen-
tial classic ballet Sleeping Beauty at
the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway on Sunday, March
16, at 2 p.m.

Performed by the New Jersey Bal-
let, Sleeping Beauty is the latest in-
stallment in Union County’s Sensory
Friendly Theatre. This series of mu-
sic, dance, and theatrical events is
designed especially for persons with
autism and other sensory sensitivi-
ties.

The Sensory Friendly Theatre se-
ries began in 2012 as an initiative of
the Chairman that year, Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella. This unique
performance series was designed and
adapted in collaboration with Autism
Friendly Spaces, LLC, the Union
County Performing Arts Center, Pa-
per Mill Playhouse, and Children’s
Specialized Hospital.

Adjustments to sound, lighting and
other elements are made in order to
present a calming atmosphere, and
trained staff is available to assist au-
dience members and their families.

Sleeping Beauty is filled with col-
orful characters brought to life by
New Jersey Ballet’s troupe of inter-
national artists in a magical fairytale
castle.

The performance is accompanied
by a storyteller to help young ballet
fans follow the story.

The next performance in the Sen-

sory Friendly Theatre series is Aesop’s
Fables with acclaimed puppeteer Jim
West.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets call the Union County
Performing Arts Center, (732) 499-
8226 or visit ucpac.org. All seats are
$8 per person.

For information on additional
Union County recreational programs
for people with disabilities age five
and up, call the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Recreation at
(908) 527-4806 or visit ucnj.org.

“Mr. Peabody and Sherman”
There’s Life in the Old Dog Yet

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

A human can learn a lot from a
dog, especially if said hound is the
smartest person, er, I mean being,
in the whole wide world. I refer to
the title characters in “Mr. Peabody
and Sherman,” resurrected from the
1960s for the good of all human-
kind by director Rob Minkoff.

I had forgotten, sigh, how much I
enjoyed the “Peabody’s Improbable
History” portions of TV’s “Rocky
and Bullwinkle Show” back when I
was only a few years older than
Sherman. How cool I thought it
might be to have a pooch friend and
guardian as brainy as Mr. Peabody,
Sherman’s adoptive dad.

Oh, not to say I hadn’t fully an-
thropomorphized my dear dog
Taffy, a mutt/wirehaired terrier with
a perfect black eye who, aside from
an Achilles heel that compelled him
to, alas, chase cars, had scholarly
abilities in his own right. Through
my fantasy syllogism, Mr. Peabody
simply validated my assertion of
Taffy’s intelligence.

This is a nostalgically indulgent
treat if you are a Baby Boomer,
made even more gratifying by the
care and dedication exerted to mod-
ernize the brilliant bowwow with-
out detracting from the integrity of
the franchise. Executive producer
Tiffany Ward, daughter of series
creator Jay Ward, made sure of that.

Regrettably, in one of the rare
events where it would be a wel-
come situation, I didn’t see this
splendidly animated film with an
audience full of 9-year-olds. The
mirth it might have generated
among them would be a true ba-
rometer of its target appeal.

But a serendipitous irony creates
a dynamic that perhaps even the
producers themselves didn’t con-
template. Just as “Mr. Peabody and
Sherman,” about a dog that’s mas-
ter to a little boy, celebrates a re-
verse on convention, children, ever
more canny than they’re given credit
for, might see the fun and profit in
accompanying significant elders to
their cartoon mecca, and at least
partially enjoying it through their
eyes.

You still get popcorn, nonpareils,
Whoppers, Goobers…maybe even
nachos with that cheese stuff…junk
your parents might not allow, at
least not with such reckless aban-
don. Heck, it’s Saturday. And you
get to see Grandpa laugh, and maybe
even wrap your mind around the
idea that this old guy you love so
much watched this cartoon when
he was little like you. So, if he looks
over to see if you’re laughing, kindly
emit a chortle or two.

Actually, it shouldn’t be much of
a stretch. This is wittily written.
Hey, it’s where my generation
learned some of its historical fact,
fiction and satire. What Hippies
occupying what college adminis-
tration building could have insti-
tuted such important social change

without a working knowledge of
the political thought imparted by
Mr. Peabody?

But don’t worry. Junior won’t go
subversive. Yet he will more than
likely enjoy the freewheeling and
heady creativity, a definite diver-
gence in style from today’s main-
stream offerings for the younger
set. Mom and Dad, if familiar with
the series, will most likely know if
this is their own genius’ box of
juice. But just in case the source
material is unfamiliar to them, here
for the great unwashed is a synop-
sis.

Mr. Peabody, an abandoned pup,
rose above his circumstances to be-
come rich, scholarly and famously
urbane. Wishing to give back, he
adopts and raises a similarly cast
off infant and, through the whimsi-
cally judicious employment of the
time machine he invented, educates
Sherman in every discipline via live,
first-hand examples. This includes
intercession from cognoscenti like
Albert Einstein and Leonardo da
Vinci, to name only a couple, all
known to Peabody on a first name
basis.

Unfortunately, however, in addi-
tion to the pangs of relinquishing a
portion of Sherman’s education
when it comes time for the lad to
start school, Peabody soon has to
cope with a whole new set of fa-
therly concerns. Specifically, ap-
peasing the angry parents of little
Penny Peterson, who the precocious
Sherman unintentionally shows up
by informing that the George Wash-
ington cherry tree story she related
is “apocryphal.” Huh?

Oy vey! A chain-reaction is put
in motion, and soon evil, preju-
diced Mrs. Grunion from Social
Services is trying to wrest Sherman
from Mr. Peabody, contending a
dog cannot be a fit parent. And so
the stage is set for metaphorical
lessons about bullying, tolerance,
respect, love and proper behavior
in general.

Voyaging through the ages in
search of wisdom, truth and redemp-
tion, “Mr. Peabody and Sherman”
creatively makes its case in a color-
fully contrived, logically illogical
twisting of history, and along the
way causes us several heartwarm-
ing laughs. While some may shun
its mind-expanding sophistication,
most will find that this pedigreed
tail-wagger is that rare breed of
kiddie flick that entertains not only
our small fries, but the child within
us as well.

…
“Mr. Peabody and Sherman,”

rated PG, is a Twentieth Century
Fox Film Corporation release di-
rected by Rob Minkoff and stars the
voices of Ty Burrell, Max Charles
and Ariel Winter. Running time: 92
minutes

www.goleader.com

GALA PARTNERS…Ray Catena of Union will be the corporate sponsor for New
Jersey Festival Orchestra’s upcoming fundraising Gala on Saturday, April 5.
Pictured, left to right, are: David Wroe, NJ Festival Orchestra’s Music Director
and Conductor, Ray Catena of Union’s General Manager Daniel Liguori, Sales
and Leasing Agent John Weber and Financial Controller Sue Hengstler shown
with the 2014 Mercedes S-Class.
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Signature Duets
Dances of Daring and Devotion

Friday, March 21, 2pm
Saturday, March 22, 2pm and 7pm

Tickets: 732.499.8226 | Info: www.arballet.org 

Last year 250,000 people visited  
the Westfield Memorial Library 

Were you one of them?  Give back to your library—join the Friends! 
applications available at the library or online:  wml friends at www.wmlnj.org   

Make the Smart Move with DavidRealtyGroup.com

DavidRealtyGroup.com  • Residential Brokerage • (908) 264-8843

Westfield–For Sale $799,000
Excellent opportunity to own a highly visible 
corner location professional/apartment building in 
Westfield. Unique property with eleven parking 
spaces in your own parking private lot. Amazing 
location within walking distance to downtown 
Westfield and to all transporation. Architectural 
concept plans available upon request.

Contact(908)264-8843 or info@davidrealtygroup.com

Westfield–For Sale $1,125,000
Welcome to this beautiful colonial 
expanded and remodeled in 2006. 
Charming front porch invites you to a 
gourmet kitchen with Subzero and Wolf 

appliances, built in wine refrigerator and two dishwashers. 
Kitchen opens into a spacious and sunny family room. 
In addition to the four bedrooms, third floor offers fifth 
bedroom option with two additional rooms. Finished rec 
room with high ceilings complete this lovely home.

Westfield–Under Contract $549,000
Great colonial in mint condition. Updates 
include completely redone kitchen with 
new stainless steel appliances and granite 
counters, kitchen tile floor and new 

furnace 2012. Gleaming hardwood floors in living 
room/dining room and a powder room complete 
the first floor. Second floor offers 3 bedrooms with a 
private bath in master bedroom plus additional hall 
bath. Finished recreation room. This home is truly 
move in ready!

David Barbosa

Westfield–For Sale  $699,000
Welcome to this charming custom home in an 
unbeatable location! Walk to town and train! 
Endless possibilities encompass this home with 
an expansive previous doctor’s office attached 
with separate entrances. Office consists of 5 plus 
rooms and a half bath. Great opportunity to 
utilize the living space of the previous dr. office as 
part of the home and add additional bedrooms/
office/family room, etc!

Lorena Barbosa

©2014 David Realty Group LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by David and Lorena Barbosa

740 Embree Crescent

144 St. Paul
tfield Undder Contract $549 000

122 Virginia Street

404 St. Marks Avenue
Last Chance to See
Butterfield are Free

WESTFIELD – Only three more
performances remain of the audience-
pleasing production, Butterflies are
Free, presented by the Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP). The comedy,
involving a young blind inspiring
musician, his overprotective mother,
and his kooky actress neighbor, goes
into overdrive with hilarious and
touching results.

Tickets for March 22, 28, and 29,
are $20 and can be reserved by call-
ing (908) 232-1221. WCP is located
at 1000 North Avenue, Westfield.

SPFHS Shows How to Succeed in
Their Spring Musical

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Nothing succeeds like success” is
an adage that can be applied to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Repertory
Theatre. Their 2014 production of
How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying is a continuation of
outstanding spring musicals that they
make look effortless.

If last weekend’s audiences were
giving out awards for outstanding
performances, this production would
merit quite a few thanks to talented
and trained students, direction by Matt
Capodicasa, music direction by Jan
Allen, pit orchestra conducting by
Durand Thomas and choreography
by Jennifer DiGiuseppe.

The Frank Loesser, Abe Burrows,
Jack Weinstock and Willie Gilbert
show was a hit on Broadway in the
’60s and won seven Tony Awards, as
well as the 1962 Pulitzer Prize for
drama. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School students bring back that
era with award-winning energy.

J. Pierpont Finch (Jonathon Dawson),
a window washer, learns how to climb
the ladder of corporate success by read-
ing a self-help book. Finch meets Rose-
mary Pilkington (Olivia Whitehouse)
who takes an immediate liking to the
ambitious, handsome young man
whose rise in the company is meteoric.
Bud Frump (Christopher Centinaro),
the boss’s nephew by marriage, how-
ever, is not a big fan of Finch, and eyes
him as his biggest competition.

With some outrageously silly char-
acters in the script, Director Capodicasa
pushes the teens to go full out with their
characterization in body language, dia-
lects and voices. There are a dozen or
more small character parts in which
both young men and women steal the
spotlight.

In the hilarious song, “Paris Origi-
nal,” a woman’s greatest fear is realized
when the gals all show up at a party
wearing the same dress. There must
have been some heavy duty sewing in
the weeks prior to the show by the nine
student costumers who made and as-
sembled period reflective outfits de-
signed by Joanne Sprague.

This show is definitely a portrayal of
America just after the conservative ‘50s,
displaying girls’ yesteryear attitudes
towards men and marriage. Rosemary
sings, “Happy to Keep His Dinner
Warm,” dreaming about being the “little
lady” at home. Beautiful bimbos as
secretaries (such as Nicole Cusmano as
Hedy LaRue) get ogled and used de-
spite the lip service of “A Secretary is
Not a Toy” by Bert Bratt (Philip Tice),
Bud Frump, Miss Krumholtz (Casey
Abramson) and ensemble members.

Finch’s cleverly punctuated side
glances to the audience are timed to
split second perfection by the student
lighting crew headed by lighting de-
signer, Thomas Rowe.

The dancers are amazing. In “Coffee
Break,” the singers/dancers get to have
great fun with inventively staged cho-
reography that was originated by Bob
Fosse. Choreographer DiGiuseppe uti-
lizes her dancers’ ability with impres-
sive tap numbers throughout the show.

The audio at the Sunday matinee
was cranked up a bit loud, but perhaps

the crew did not want to have to keep
adjusting the levels for when the actors
needed to sing over the orchestra. Oh,
and what a terrific orchestra it is. Every
year Pit Orchestra Conductor Durand
Thomas works his magic with the stu-
dents and professionals. It is impos-
sible to tell which is which except by
looking at their ages.

So many noteworthy performances
in supporting roles help to make this
show a success. Each one on stage
seems to be having a ball – from the
mail handlers to the Wickettes to the
board room tycoons in the final num-
ber of “Brotherhood of Man.”

Jonathon Dawson as J. Pierrepont
Finch is a delight. A mighty triple threat,
he is adorably charming. Christopher
Centinaro as Bud Frump is a young Jim
Carey with physical and vocal flexibil-
ity, ease on stage and comic timing.
Almost too handsome for the role of
the whining mama’s boy, and wickedly
devious Frump, Christopher carries off
the role beautifully because of his su-
perior acting ability.

Olivia Whitehouse’s Rosemary is
alternately irritated and enthralled by
her dreamboat Finch. The teen’s lovely
voice has the requisite sweetness needed
to be the heroine of “Cinderella, Dar-
ling,” a great Act II opener.

Perfectly cast in the role of secretary
Smitty, Lina Kikas shines with spunk
and verve. Even with a faulty micro-
phone at the matinee performance,
she still belted out her song and lines
like a professional. Another secre-
tary – executive Miss Jones - is
played commandingly by the versa-
tile actress Lauren Kilcullen.

The comic role of J. B. Biggley,
always a hoot with his secret hobby,
is played by Eric Calvo. One of the
biggest surprises of the night is his
tenderly delivered song “Love from
a Heart of Gold” by him and his
character’s mistress Hedy, Nicole

Cusmano, with their powerful and con-
vincing voices blending well. Earlier in
the night he belts out a number, “Grand
Old Ivy” with Finch that sees a football
team of fellow “groundhogs” singing
and dancing along.

And one of the most famous pieces
in the show, the “I Believe in You”
number which is done with a dozen
sinks and mirrors, is marvelous with
Mr. Dawson’s clear, strong voice and
the equally strong male voices.

The most clever song of the show
just might be, “Been a Long Day” done
to perfection by Smitty, Finch, Rose-
mary, and Company with Bud, Biggley
and Hedy doing the reprise justice.

The handsome set is designed by
Jeffrey Allen; it sports a Mondrian block
of steel-like girders which suggest win-
dows in a Wall Street skyscraper. All of
the artfully crafted set pieces are stream-
lined for efficiency and are moved on
and off amazingly fast.

With a two-weekend run, it is not
too late to see these teens’ success in
How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying, which concludes this
weekend.

For tickits visit
spfhsreptix.brownpapertickets.com.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE JIG IS UP...Hedy LaRue (Nicole Cusmano), the boss’s girlfriend (with some
of her pirate dancers, the Wickettes) gets her big chance to be on TV as the World
Wide Wicket Girl in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory Theatre
production of How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER...In Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory Theatre’s production of How to
Succeed in Business Without Really Trying, Jonathan Dawson as J. Pierpont Finch leads the executives of the World Wide
Wicket Company in a rousing rendition of “Brotherhood of Man.” The Frank Loesser musical continues this weekend at
the high school.

SPFHS Moonglowers
Jazz  Festival

Set for March 28
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

— The public is invited to enjoy an
evening of jazz at the 17th Annual
Moonglowers Jazz Festival on Fri-
day, March 28, at the Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School. Young jazz
musicians from 10 central New Jer-
sey high school bands will perform
starting at 5:30 p.m.

The Festival features two award-
winning jazz bands from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School - SPF
Jazz and the Moonglowers. Also
featured in the evening’s lineup are
bands from Westfield, Livingston,
Dunellen, Montgomery, West
Windsor-Plainsboro, Bridgewater-
Raritan and Jackson Liberty.

Visit the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Music Boosters Association website
for schedule updates at
s p f m u s i c b o o s t e r s . o r g /
moonglowers-festival.

MIND READING…The Woman’s Club of Westfield met for a general meeting
recently at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Flavian, a professional in energy and
information reading was the invited guest. A mind reading game show held the
ladies spellbound and in suspense. There was much audience anticipation with
accurate mind reading leaving all shocked at the spot-on program. Pictured, left
to right, are: Jean Murphy, Flavian, Vivian O’Neill, Jane Walsweer, Joan
Kirner, Nancy Yingling and Julie Nardone.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior team captains Mairead
McKeary and Kerry Wischusen,
as the only returning starters
on the Cranford High School
girls basketball team, had their
work cut out for them organiz-
ing a squad comprised predomi-
nantly of sophomores, but for-
tunately very talented sopho-
mores.

“We were extremely young and
for most of the girls it was their
first year playing at the varsity
level and against experienced
talent,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars, who fin-
ished with an 11-13 record, had
a variety of interesting games
throughout the season, and the
most lopsided one was a 45-8
thrashing of Kent Place on De-
cember 27.

The Cougars defeated Linden
twice by a nine-point margin.
The first being 49-40 and the
second was 51-42. But prob-
ably the biggest victory was a
38-34 win over Governor
Livingston on January 16. The
two closest games were both
decided by one point against
Plainfield, beginning with a 55-
54 defeat. The Cougars then
returned the favor with a 56-55
triumph over the Cardinals on
February 12.

The Cougars’ two highest scor-
ing games came against the
same opponent, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders. On
January 11, the Cougars

outscored the Raiders, 65-43,
then on February 4, they topped
the Raiders, 65-52.

McKeary was indeed effective
offensively, finishing second on
the team with 227 points and

first with 44 assists. She scored
double figures 13 times, and
her defense was also top notch
with 65 rebounds and a team-
leading 45 acts of theft.

Wischusen helped set up plays

but also managed to bucket 103
points, while adding 27 assists.
In four of her games she dished
out four assists. She also

SENIOR McKEARY, SOPHOMORE MacLELLAND LEAD LADY COUGARS IN SCORING, STEALS

Lady Cougars Finish at 11-13, with Young Basketball Squad
grabbed 61 rebounds and had
31 steals.

“Mairead and Kerry were great
leaders for our team. They came
into the season with big shoes
to fill and they certainty did a

great job of filling them,” Coach
Dyer said.

Seniors Carly Maucione,
Megan Pringle, Hannah DeMars
and Jessica Casale, who also
had previous varsity experience,

contributed to the team’s
growth.

As the season progressed, sev-
eral of these young sophomores
blossomed into fine players.
Cerys MacLelland proved to be
a definite asset in every aspect
of the game. She led the team
in scoring with 249 points and
in rebounds with 146, while add-
ing 32 steals and 20 assists.

Sophomore Lyndsey Pace got
progressively more adept and
finished the season with 175
points, 61 rebounds, 40 steals
and nine assists. Her most pro-
ductive offensive game came in
the season finale with a 23-
point surge against Summit.

Sophomore Isabella Speers re-
ceived more playing time in the
second half of the season and
turned out to be quite an influ-
ence under the boards. She
pulled 109 rebounds and scored
84 points, while adding 11 as-
sists and four steals. She had
two games where she grabbed
13 rebounds.

“My young players now have a
year of experience under their
belt, which will definitely be
great for next season,” Coach
Dyer said.

Sophomores Hannah and Sa-
rah Ross also made positive
contributions to the team, as
did juniors Erin Meixner and
Jennifer Carovillano.

“I am extremely excited about
our future. We are extremely
talented, hard working and I
have a great group coming in
next year,” Coach Dyer said.

*rebounds, assists and steals
stats were missing from the sec-
ond Plainfield game, although
the points were listed, so all the
girls who played in that game
may have slightly higher num-
bers in those categories.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TEAM LEADER IN ASSISTS AND SCORING...Cougar senior Mairead McKeary, No. 13, led her team in assists with
44 and was second in scoring with 227 points. She also led her team with 45 steals

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Solid Defense Should Guide the Westfield Blue Devils in Boys Lacrosse this Season

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader



LEADER/TIMES SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:
Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading 
in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!

You are important to our advertisers. They CARE 
about doing business with Westfield, Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood people and they want to know that YOU are 
reading their message in the LEADER/TIMES each 
week. Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this 
coupon TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Here’s WHy :

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

The Leader The TIMES
New subscriber renewal

One year – $33 Two years – $62 Three years – $90

Name: 

Address:

City:     state: Zip:

Phone:    email:

CC#:

exp. Date:   sec. Code:

signature:
Cut coupon and mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 

Or call 908.232.4407. subscriptions are pre-paid and non-refundable.

Cash Check
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CRANFORD – The County of
Union will sponsor a recycling
event for electronic equipment
on Saturday, March 29, so Union
County residents can get rid of
unwanted computers, televisions
and other electronic equipment
in an environmentally proper
manner.

The special E-cycling event will
take place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on the campus of Union County
College, located at 1033 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford.

All residents of Union County
are eligible to participate at no
cost. There is a limit of six elec-
tronic items per car.

“Computer monitors, old tele-

visions and other electronic de-
vices are the source of a consid-
erable amount of dangerous
material, including lead, mer-
cury, cadmium and PCBs – and it
is unlawful to dispose of them
with the regular garbage,” said
Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak, liaison to the Union
County Solid Waste Advisory
Board. “Up to 95 percent of most
electronic appliances can be re-
cycled. This is a responsible way
to keep hazardous heavy metals
out of our environment.”

Electronic equipment that will
be accepted on March 29 in-
cludes computer monitors, hard
drives, modems, keyboards,

CPU’s, mice, printers, scanners,
speakers, televisions, tablets and
e-readers, VCR’s, fax machines,
telephones, circuit boards, CD’s,
DVD’s and video cassettes.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their un-
wanted electronic equipment.
Workers at the site will unload
the vehicles.

Pre-registration is not required
for this special Saturday collec-
tion.

Refrigerators, washers and dry-
ers, microwaves, and air condi-
tioners will not be accepted, but
they are accepted at Union
County’s Scrap Metal Recycling

Residents Can Recycle Electronics on March 29 in CR

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held its
third round of public budget hear-
ings Tuesday evening,. The ses-
sion lasted three and a half hours
before it adjourned to go into
executive session.

Business Administrator Terence
Hall said was to present the final
budget proposal to the commit-
tee last night after this
newspaper’s press deadline.

“Some deductions in some de-
partments will have to be made,”
he said, but declined to release
any figures on Tuesday evening.
Last year’s budget was
$34,303,953.

Warren Korecky and Bill
Swisher, auditors with the firm of
Suplee, Clooney and Co., of
Westfield, told the committee
that, this year the mandated cap
for appropriations is at one half of
one percent. In last year’s budget
it was 2 percent. “The cost of
living adjustment (COLA) for ap-
propriations is the lowest I have
ever seen,” Mr. Korecky said.

Monika Jencik, who is a regis-
tered environmental health spe-

cialist with the township’s health
department, said her budget for
this year is $214,745 lower than
last year’s figure of $272,308.
She said the lower number is due
to the loss of an employee.

“This year the department is
operating with one full-time and
one part-time employee,” she
said.

Ms. Jencik also said the depart-
ment has a contract with
Westfield, which costs $79,117
to provide services such as shots
and health clinics.

Presenting budget requests
from the police department in a
power point presentation were
new Police Chief James Wozniak,
Lieutenant Ed Davenport and
Captain Joseph Van Bergen. The
department has 46 police offic-
ers and 10 dispatchers.

The presentation was quite ex-
tensive and included salaries and
wages, which was the bulk of the
budget, also maintenance, fire-
arms, uniforms, professional de-
velopment and many other allo-
cations. The proposed depart-
ment budget for this year is
$5,063,246 compared to last
year’s budget of $5,168,792.

Chief Wozniak said the depart-
ment expects to promote two
patrolmen to sergeant in May
and to hire two recruits in July.

“Within this budget we’ll have a
surplus of $15,003.89,” Chief
Wozniak said.

The chief added, “We are an
aggressive and proactive depart-
ment.”

Township Engineer and Direc-
tor of Public Works Richard
Marsden requested $386,864 for
this year. Last year’s amount
was $237,284. He urged the com-
mittee to allow the engineering
department to return to the full
staff level it had in 2010. He said
he wants the department to have,
beside himself, an engineering
aid, a part-time engineer, a sec-
retary and a part-time sanitary
sewer operator. He also said,
“We may have to replace a 1986
truck.” He said public works op-
erates on a separate budget.

The committee then continued
to ask questions about line items
in the budget. which were ex-
plained by officials. Mr. Hall said,
“We’ve tracked what could be
deducted by the March 25 public
meeting.”

Garwood BOE Discusses
Budget For 2014-2015

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood’s pre-
liminary school budget would see
general expenditures decrease
by about $8,000, or about one-
tenth of a percent, for the next
fiscal year, but see a tax levy
increase of about $228,000, ac-
cording to estimates unveiled at
Tuesday’s board of education
(BOE) meeting.

Michael Donow, the BOE’s in-
terim business administrator, who
disclosed the numbers devised by
the board’s finance committee,
did not have available an initial tax
impact for the average household
but said he would have it when a
hearing on the full budget is held
on Tuesday, April 29. He said the
full budget, which is for the fiscal
year beginning July 1, will be pub-
lished the week of April 15.

“The budget is due for submis-
sion to the county office on Thurs-
day,” Mr. Donow said, referring
to the requirement that the ex-
ecutive county superintendent of
schools review the document.
“We’re pushing where we need
to be for that. The county will
review over the course for a
month or so. They have to be
done by [Thursday] April 24.

“We will advertise the budget
in a user-friendly form in the
local paper,” he stated.

Saying the budget was “99 per-
cent ready,” Mr. Donow revealed
few specific numbers.

The “general fund” expenditures
for the next fiscal year were esti-
mated to be $7,866,245, down
from the previous year’s $7.874
million. “Special revenue” expen-
ditures were listed at $153,000
and debt service was estimated
at $510,641 for a total budget of
$8,529,886. Last year’s total bud-
get listed on the Garwood BOE
website was $8,506,667.

The tax levy will jump to

$7,645,688, which includes about
an $85,000 increase in debt ser-
vice payments from $303,196 to
$388,710.

Mr. Donow pointed out to the
board that the biggest changes
in the budget included a reduc-
tion of about $90,000 in pay-
ments to Clark’s school district
for the borough’s high-school stu-
dents. The BOE will enter into the
eighth year of a 10-year contract
with Clark, which after paying a
flat fee for sending the borough’s
ninth- to 12th-grade students to
its neighboring town, will pay a
per-pupil rate.

Although there will be a slight
increase in enrollment, Mr.
Donow said, Garwood will pay
under $11,000 per pupil. That
figure is what Garwood spends
on its students in grades 1
through 8, and is about $1,000
less than Clark’s per-pupil rate.
But the contract with Clark al-
lows Garwood to pay the lower
rate certified by state officials in
the final three years of the pact.

Among the biggest increases
was a 20-percent rise in health-
care insurance costs, money for
a third bus to send students to
Clark, a return of most of the cuts
to custodial maintenance and the
addition of one-and-a-half staff
members, including one teach-
ing position which was removed
from last year’s budget. Mr.
Donow did not give figures.

The announcement comes nearly
two weeks after the Garwood Bor-
ough Council’s finance committee
released its preliminary spending
plan, which proposed an increase
of $154,433 as part of a $7.612-
million budget. The council’s pro-
posed plan would raise taxes by
approximately $44 for a home
assessed at $100,000.

Additionally, the board ap-
proved a services agreement with

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Continues Town Budget Hearings



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-4  Thursday, March 20, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Hist. Soc. to Present
Doll Program Sunday
CRANFORD — The Cranford His-

torical Society will present “My
Doll and Me” this Sunday, March
23, from 2 to 4 p.m. Starting at
2:15 p.m., this program will be
presented at the Crane-Phillips
House Museum, located at 124
North Union Avenue in Cranford.

Participants are invited to bring
a doll and talk about it with other
children, as well as play games,
win prizes, make something for
their doll and enjoy tea and cook-
ies. There also will be a contest
to name a Victorian doll. The
winning name will be picked that
day in a random drawing.

Admission will be free and seat-
ing is limited. To reserve a seat,
call the Historical Society’s office
at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the non-
profit Cranford Historical Society
has been dedicated to the pres-
ervation and perpetuation of
Cranford’s history. More infor-
mation is available at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Local Letters to the Editor
Lance And ‘Tea Party Friends’ Are

The Ones Circumventing Obamacare
I was at first amused, but then

sad when I read Congressman
Leonard Lance’s recent press
release stating that, “The Presi-
dent has once again, through
UNILATERAL executive action,
circumvented Congress…” re-
garding a provision of the Afford-
able Health Care Act
(Obamacare). With the House of
Representatives, the United
States Senate, the Supreme
Court and the President all hav-
ing already approved of the law,
it seems to me that Representa-
tive Lance and his far right wing
conservative Tea Party friends
are the ones who are trying to
UNILATERALLY circumvent the
law.

Does the Congressman really
think that his 7th District con-
stituents don’t realize that he
has voted over 25 times to pre-
vent Americans who cannot af-

ford health care insurance from
obtaining same? Each time that
he has voted to repeal this law he
has shown his disdain for afford-
able health care for all and his
preference for profitable health
insurance companies who find
making a profit, not find provid-
ing health care for all, to be their
main reason for existence. I hope
the Congressman enjoys his
health care insurance as he re-
members that many Americans
can’t afford to have it.

Thanks to him and his friends
who refuse to support universal
health care and instead cling to
an outdated insurance system
that makes the United States fall
further and further down the
ranks of countries that provide
health care for their citizens.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

the borough for janitorial ser-
vices at a 2-percent increase.
The vote was a unanimous 9 to 0.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley
announced that nurse Karen
Lukacovic and science teacher
Karen McCarrick will share the
Educator of the Year Award. It
was the third time during Ms.
Quigley’s tenure that there was a
tie for the award. The two teach-
ers will be honored at the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood’s
10th Annual Appreciation Dinner
on Thursday, April 24, at The
Westwood. Tickets are $45.

The board also unanimously ap-
proved a school calendar for
2014-2015 that begins Thurs-
day, September 4, for students
and ends June 17, 2015; in-
cludes three snow days and a
spring break from April 3 to 10.

Program.
A complete list of the materials

that will be accepted on March 29
is available at the Union County
Bureau of Recycling and Plan-
ning website: www.ucnj.org.

The electronics collection will
be held rain or shine, for Union
County residents only and not for
businesses. Proof of Union County
residency is required.

In addition to the special March
29 recycling event sponsored by
the County of Union, there are
local businesses as well as 14
municipalities that provide E-cy-
cling opportunities for residents.
Visit the county website or call
your municipal recycling coordi-
nator for more computer and

electronics recycling options.
Goodwill and Dell have teamed

up to recycle computers. Good-
will in Union County is located at
126 Route 22 West, Springfield,
next to Macy’s Furniture. Call
Goodwill at (973) 912-0156 for
more details or visit their web
s i t e :
www.reconnectpartnership.com.

Best Buy stores now offer elec-
tronics recycling, including TVs,
computer monitors, DVD players
and other consumer electronics.
Visit their website
(www.bestbuy.com) for store
locations, or call toll-free for in-
formation about electronics re-
cycling: 1-888-237-8289.

Staples also offers a computer

recycling program seven days a
week. For more information, visit
the Staples website for store lo-
cations: www.staples.com.

Waste Management accepts
“covered electronics” (televi-
sions, monitors, computers, etc.)
at 629-647 Amboy Avenue, Eliza-
beth, Monday-Saturday from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.; (908) 629-9270.

An alternative drop-off program
for recycling electronics equip-
ment is available Monday through
Friday between 9 a.m. and 3
p.m. at Newtech Recycling, lo-
cated at 600-A Apgar Drive,
Somerset; (732) 564-3110. Visit
www.newtechrecycling.com.

For more information about re-
cycling events, please call the
Union County Recycling Hotline
at (908) 654-9889.

Trinity Church-YFCS Slate
Parents Seminar Tonight

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church in Cranford and
Youth and Family Counseling
Service in Westfield will present
a free awareness seminar for the
parents of teenagers this
evening, Thursday, March 20,
beginning at 7 p.m. It will take
place in Witherington Hall at the
Trinity Episcopal Church, located
at 119 Forest Avenue in Cranford.

The purpose of the seminar is
to help parents to be able to
distinguish between normal teen-
age behavior and abnormal be-
havior that could result in a cri-
sis, and the knowledge about
what steps to take in a crisis.
“The seminar was born from our
repeated experience in respond-
ing to teenage crises, including
suicide,” said the Reverend Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector of Trinity
Episcopal Church.

“Parents are constantly chal-

lenged with differentiating be-
tween normal ‘acting out’ behav-
iors versus dangerous or crisis
behaviors in their teenagers,” said
Carol M. Pedro, executive direc-
tor of Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service. “We are hoping to
help parents identify alarming or
crisis behaviors early-on and what
steps to take if they do.”

Kathy Crescenzi, board certi-
fied advance practice nurse, will
be the guest speaker. She brings
many years of experience in psy-
chiatric evaluations, prescribing
and monitoring medications, and
psychotherapy. Ms. Crescenzi will
focus on mental health issues in
teenagers.

The seminar is part of the “Do
Anything: A Collaboration of Love”
series to help educate and em-
power parents of teens. Everyone
is invited to attend. For more
information, visit yfcsnj.org.

Garwood Knights
Schedule Fish Fry

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold their
Lenten Fish Fry by Thistles on
Friday, April 11, from 6 to 8 p.m.

This year baked fish will be
offered as well as the traditional
fried fish; chicken will be avail-
able as well. Tickets are $13 in
advance and $15 at the door; the
cost for children under age 12 is
$10. Participants may dine in or
take out their meals.

Tickets can be obtained at the
Knights Council Hall weekdays af-
ter 4:30 p.m., or on weekends
after 2 p.m. For more information,
call (908) 789-9809 or contact
Dennis Clark at (908) 247-5389.

The Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall is located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood, across from
the Pathmark store. Parking is
available in the back lot, off of
Willow Avenue.

Residents Can Recycle Electronics on March 29 in CR

GW BOE Discusses
Budget for 2014/15




