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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lesniak Pushing for Hike
In State Gasoline Tax

State Sen. Raymond Lesniak (D-
20th, Elizabeth) is proposing a 4-
cent-per-gallon increase in the state’s
gasoline tax to address mounting in-
frastructure problems for New
Jersey’s roads and bridges, nj.com
has reported.

Sen. Lesniak said the increase
would generate $240 million annu-
ally in additional revenue. Under his
bill, the tax would increase by 4 cents
a gallon each year for the next six
years. The state’s gasoline tax has not
been increased since 1992.

Union County Dems Back
Watson Coleman for Congress
Union County Democrats have

awarded Mercer County state As-
semblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-15, Trenton) their party’s
organization line for Congress in the
12th District, according to The Star-
Ledger. The district includes
Fanwood, Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains.

She won the line over Senator Linda
Greenstein (D-14, Middlesex) and As-
semblyman Upendra Chivukula (D-
17th, Somerset).  The three are running
for the seat being vacated at the end of
the year by U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (D).

The party’s nominee will face Repub-
lican Alieta Eck, a doctor from Franklin.

Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp had
backed Asw. Watson Coleman two
weeks ago.

“Ultimately, we decided that
Bonnie’s experience in the (Legisla-
ture) as majority leader and conference
leader, her experience as a former chair-
man of the New Jersey Democratic
State Committee, her commitment to
progressive Democratic issues and her
ability to bring people together will
enable her to hit the ground running in
Congress,” Asm. Jerry Green said in a
statement, according to the article.

 Asw. Watson Coleman said in a
statement  that she “will stand against
right-wing Tea Party politics” and
work with President Barack Obama to
raise the federal minimum wage, pro-
tect Social Security,  and “push for
equal pay for women and against the
needless efforts to repeal health care
reform.”
Treasurer Drops Online Gambling
Estimates by Over $100 Million
State Treasurer Andrew Sidamon-

Eristoff told Sen. Paul Sarlo (D-
Bergen), chairman of the Senate bud-
get committee, in a letter last week
that the Christie Administration can
no longer estimate the tax revenue
coming from Internet bets, The Star-
Ledger has reported.

Gov. Christie had predicted that
online gambling would produce $180
million in tax revenue for the state
budget. New Jersey legalized Internet
gambling in November. But new pro-
jections have dropped that estimate
to $34 million in the first fiscal year.
Linden Mayor Wants to Reduce

Size, Power of City Council
Linden Mayor Richard Gerbounka

is proposing to change the city char-
ter to reduce the size of the council
and establish the position of a mu-
nicipal business manager, The Star-

Ledger has reported. The council has
10 members when most cities have
between eight and nine members.

The mayor has started a petition
drive to collect 4,000 signatures to
place the proposal before voters on
the November ballot.

Mayor Gerbounka wants to change
Linden from a strong council, weak
mayor form of government to a strong
mayor, weak council form of govern-
ment with a business manager as de-
fined under the state’s Faulkner Act.
He said the council is responsible for
the city budget process. The mayor
does not have a vote on the budget.

“You can’t have a $96-million cor-
poration run by a part-time council,”
he told The Ledger.

HUD Secretary Blames N.J. for
Delays on Sandy Funding

Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Shaun Donovan said last
week the Christie Administration
gave control of a $950-million hous-
ing program to a contractor,
Hammerman and Gainer Inc., that
was ultimately fired for poor perfor-
mance for its handling of distribution
of Sandy aid, The Record reported
last week.

Mr. Donovan made his comments
before a hearing conducted by a hous-
ing committee chaired by Senator
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.).

Gov. Christie has blamed the fed-
eral government for delays in getting
funds to Sandy victims.

According to the report, the state
Economic Development Authority
has issued $13 million of $100 mil-
lion in grants to 270 of 1,540 busi-
nesses that have applied. The Fair
Share Housing Center has said Afri-
can-American and Latino
homeowners were rejected at much
higher rates than whites applying for
the same relief.

Sen. Menendez said he  expects HUD
to require better performance with the
next round of grants to New Jersey.

New Jersey Voters Approve
11 of 13 School Bond Votes

New Jersey voters last week approved
11 of the 13 school construction projects
on ballots, including a $19.5-million
bond referendum in Mountainside,
according to The Star-Ledger.

The projects in all these districts
totaled $116 million, according to
the New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation. A little over $50 million of
the costs is eligible for state aid.

In addition to Mountainside, vot-
ers approved projects in Absecon,
Wallington, Mount Holly, Ocean
City, Verona, Clinton-Glen Gardner,
Middletown, Long Hill Township,
Bloomingdale and Mansfield in War-
ren County.

Voters rejected Greater Egg Har-
bor Regional School District’s pro-
posal for $37 million in renovations
to three high schools and Glassboro’s
proposal for $27 million for security,
electrical and other upgrades at five
schools and renovation of a space to
create a theater at its high school.

Tuesday was one of five dates dur-
ing the year that school districts are
allowed to seek approval from voters
for school construction projects.
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SP Remembers Mayor Papen
As ‘Mrs. Scotch Plains’

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township offi-
cials past and present recalled former
mayor Joan Papen as someone very de-
voted to the betterment of Scotch Plains
via  elected office, volunteerism and other
civic efforts. And the sizable crowd of
mourners at her wake and funeral this
week was testament to the high esteem in
which she was held.

Mrs. Papen, who served four different
one-year terms as mayor in the 1980s and
1990s, died last Saturday. While her 16-
year stint on the township council —
among the longest tenures in Scotch Plains
history — ended in 1998, her active in-
volvement in the community continued
into this year. She  currently was chair-
woman of the Union County Republican
Women’s Club and vice-chairman of the
Scotch Plains Republican Committee, and
late in December, Mrs. Papen spoke to
the township council to urge increased
funding and support for the annual Christ-
mas manger display that features live
animals.

Mayor Kevin Glover said Mrs. Papen,
“served her township with great dignity
and professionalism,” and told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that she was “al-
ways committed to making Scotch Plains
a better place for all to call home.”

Mrs. Papen was elected to the council
in 1982 and served four four-year terms
before opting not to seek a fifth term in
1998. With mayors in those days being
appointed to one-year terms by their coun-
cil colleagues, Mrs. Papen served as
mayor in 1986, 1989, 1993 and 1998 and
was deputy mayor in the four preceding
years. William McClintock served on the
council with Mrs. Papen in the 1990s and
recalled for The Times that council mem-
bers back then often “referred to her,
affectionately, as ‘Mother,’ because she
was always telling us what to do. And she
was usually right.” After he and Mrs.
Papen left the council, they served as
chairman and vice-chairman, respec-
tively, of the local Republican committee
for most of the 2000s.

Former mayor Gabe Spera, who was
first elected to the council with Mrs. Papen
in 1982, called her “a wonderful friend for
many, many years.” He told The Times
that, “if there ever were the title, Mrs.
Scotch Plains, it would have to be Joan
Papen.” He marveled at her “boundless
energy. She was all over the place, always
working on behalf of the town.”

Another council colleague from the
late 1990s, former mayor Martin Marks,
said Mrs. Papen, “took me under her
wing like a mother hen when I first ar-
rived on the political scene and was al-
ways supportive through the years.” He

called it “an honor to have Joan Papen as
a political colleague and to have served
with her on the township council,” and
said “it was more of an honor to call her
my friend.”

Geri Samuel, who succeeded Mrs.
Papen as mayor in 1999 and was the first
Democrat to lead the council since the
1970s, recalled Mrs. Papen’s helpfulness
to her during the transition after the 1998
election. “I never had any problems with
her,” she said. She described Mrs. Papen
as a “very fair, kind, nice person” who
“did everything she could for the town”
when she was mayor.

Mrs. Papen was never reticent about
speaking to the township council about
issues dear to her, whether it was the
Christmas manger animals, township
budget and tax issues or matters related to
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA). From 1995 to 2011, Mrs. Papen
was Scotch Plains’ representative to
RVSA, where she also served as chair-
woman and vice-chairwoman.

Former township manager Thomas
Atkins, who ran the municipal
government’s day-to-day operations from
1980 to 2008, called Mrs. Papen “the
most conscientious council member I
worked with. She was a very hard worker,
she always gave 100 percent,” he told
The Times.

Mrs. Papen had worked as a legislative
aide for Alan Augustine, the state assem-
blyman and former township mayor, and
Mr. Atkins said she was a “perfect” per-
son for the role. “She knew how to handle
problems, she could dissect problems,
she knew who to call in state government
to resolve a constituent’s problem.”

Robert LaCosta, who has served as
township zoning officer since 1980, de-
scribed Mrs. Papen as “someone who
only had Scotch Plains at heart.” He said
she “always wanted to gain full knowl-
edge of whatever she or we were working
on.” He added that Mrs. Papen “really
appreciated the township employees and
was a real friend to Scotch Plains and to
those who worked for the township.”

Former councilwoman Paulette
Coronato — who served with Mrs. Papen
on the planning board in the 1980s and
1990s and also has been active in local
Republican politics — called the former
mayor “a very kind, caring and loyal
friend who had a great love for Scotch
Plains.” She said Mrs. Papen had served
as a mentor when Mrs. Coronato first got
involved in politics. “She took her re-
sponsibilities seriously and you could
always be certain she would get the job
done properly.”

 Mrs. Coronato said she would miss
Mrs. Papen’s “zest for life, her joy and
most of all her love.”

MS Bd. OKs New Home on
Rt. 22, Lot for JMK Auto

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of ad-
justment last Thursday night approved a
new home to be built on Route 22, a
circular driveway for a home on Summit
Road, which would make a safer egress
for the homeowner, and approved the
leasing of a parking lot behind JMK Auto
Sales.

Plan Thienvanich is applying for a
certificate of non-conformity for a single-
family home on a lot in the light industrial
zone on Route 22. He was accompanied
by his attorney, Michael Panagos, and
Peter Hogaboom, his real estate agent.

The board also approved an applica-
tion by Michael DeRoberts of Summit
Road, who was applying to construct a
circular driveway in the front yard of his
home. He assured the board that paving
with impervious material would not cause
a drainage problem on the property, since
a five-foot pipe had been installed to
handle any additional runoff. Mr.
DeRoberts said pulling out of his drive-
way is so dangerous because of the cars
coming down the hill at 50 m.p.h. His
home, he said, is right at the curve in the
road so visibility is difficult, which makes
leaving the property extremely danger-
ous.

Jeffrey Sleppi of Sylvan Lane was
approved for a variance to install solar
panels onto the roof of a single-family
home. The panels are considered an ac-
cessory use.

JMK Auto Sales of Route 22 and Glen
Road was approved to construct a gravel

parking lot for an outdoor storage area
which would require a variance for ex-
pansion of a non-conforming use of ve-
hicle storage with undersized parking
space dimensions, shared parking with
an adjoining lot on a gravel (pervious
surface) and inadequate parking space
for ingress and egress. A bulk variance
and final site-plan approval was sought
by the applicant.

The owner of JMK Auto Sales, Roger
Kosempel, testified that it would be
more efficient to lease the lot behind
the business from Joe Lipson rather
than having to bring the cars onto Route
22 and drive a circuitous route to place
the cars near the building. He said they
were seeking to drive through their
own lot and put the cars in Mr. Lipson’s
lot behind the JMK building and exist-
ing lots. JMK was represented by attor-
ney Marsha Moore and engineer Rich
Keller, who outlined the final site plan
for the board.

 Mr. Keller said the lot would have a
blockage screen to hide the car storage
from nearby residents. He also said
security monitoring would be in place
along with low-impact lighting, in def-
erence to the neighbors. The number of
vehicles to be stored on the property
would be 100 to 175, Mr. Keller said.
He said the lot would operate Monday
through Friday between 7 a.m. and 8
p.m., Fridays from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mr.
Keller assured the board that there
would be no servicing of vehicles in the
lot.

Borough Engineer John Chadwick
said, “I think this was a thorough presen-
tation and it has reconciled issues with
the master plan.”

The application of the Cornerstone
Day School LLC of Bristol Road was
postponed. The private school is propos-
ing to expand the use of the school in a
portion of the existing commercial build-
ing. The applicant also is seeking to add
an outdoor awning.

According to its website. Cornerstone
is a private therapeutic school for stu-
dents in grades 5 to 12 with major emo-
tional and psychiatric problems.

New Bus Service for
Pulaski Skyway Closure

COUNTY – With closure of the
Pulaski Skyway coming up on Sat-
urday, April 12, a new bus service to
help reduce traffic tie-ups is already
rolling through four Union County
municipalities. The new service, bus
no. 95, is one of several transit alter-
natives available to Union County
residents.

Bus 95 operates between the new
Park-and-Ride at the Sears parking
lot on eastbound Route 22 at Terrill
Road in Watchung, and Newark Penn
Station. Parking at the new Park-and-
Ride is free.

From Watchung, the new service

travels along existing local bus stops
on Route 22 through Scotch Plains
and Mountainside. It continues local
stops through Springfield and Union
Center. After that it returns to Route
22, where it goes express to Newark.

Inbound service is available only
during morning rush hours. Outbound
service is available only during
evening rush hours for a total of 16
rides.

Additional trains and rail cars also
are being added to NJ Transit trains
that service Union County along the
Raritan Valley and Morris and Essex
lines.


