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James Wozniak Sworn In
As Cranford Chief of Police

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Captain James
Wozniak was advanced to the
position of police chief with the
oath of office administered by
Municipal Court Judge Mark
Cassidy during the Cranford
Township Committee meeting
Tuesday night.

Supported by a packed Town
Hall of family, friends and col-
leagues, Chief Wozniak said, “The
real reason why I stand here
tonight is in a word — commu-
nity.”

He quoted Albert Einstein in his

speech, saying, “Try not to be-
come a man of success, but rather
try to become a man of value.”

Chief Wozniak has served on
the Cranford Police Department
for 25 years and is a lifelong
resident of Cranford. His uncle
was a captain on the Cranford
police force. He becomes the
10th police chief in the 143
years that Cranford has had a
police department. He noted the
irony of that by holding up his
football team jersey with the
number 10 when he played for
the Cranford High School foot-
ball team.

The ceremony included an in-

vocation by the Reverend John
McGovern, a flag salute led by
the police and fire honorary color
guard, the National Anthem sung
by high-school student Michael
Nigro, remarks by Mayor Andis
Kalnins, a policeman’s prayer by
youth Chris Scorese and “God
Bless America” sung by Patrol
Officer Kelly Rieder.

“James Wozniak has been and
will be dedicated to the Township
of Cranford and our children,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

Following the oath of office and
a short break, Mayor Kalnins an-
nounced March 9 through March

Garwood Municipal Budget
To Increase $154,433

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Garwood
homeowners would see their
property tax increase by about
$44 under the budget put forth
by the borough council’s finance
committee, a hike Chairwoman
Sara Todisco says is the smallest
in 12 years.

The figure is 1.21 percent more
than 2013 for a home assessed
at $100,000 value and is the
result of a $7.6-million budget
that was unveiled March 6 at a
special meeting of the council.
The budget is $154,433 more
than a year ago.

Among the biggest increases in
the 55-page document were
about $37,000 for a total of
$535,366 for the Raritan Valley
Sewerage Authority, $55,000 for
various contractual obligations
and $25,000 in additional em-
ployee health care costs.

It also included an additional
$46,000 for the implementation
of affordable housing plans and
redevelopment “reflected in stud-
ies and plans shown on the plan-
ning board budget,” Ms. Todisco
said, as well as the hiring of a
16th police officer to begin work
mid-year.

“Some increases in this budget
reflect the need and desire of the
council to make additions, or
changes, to improve Garwood,”
she said.

The hiring of the additional police
officer, Ms. Todisco said, will be
especially helpful when the
Westfield senior housing building
is completed at the site of the old
St. Anne’s School on Second Av-
enue. It will also be beneficial when
hoped-for redevelopment occurs
at the abandoned industrial prop-
erties of the Garwood Paperboard
plant on North Avenue and the
Casale Industries sheet metal fac-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MOVING UP THE RANKS…James Wozniak is sworn in as chief of police at the Cranford Township Committee meeting
on Tuesday night, as his family looks on. Chief Wozniak has served on the Cranford police force for 25 years.
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BUDGET QUESTIONS...Garwood Auditor Warren Korecky and CFO/Trea-
surer Sandy Bruns answer questions from Garwood Borough Council members
regarding the 2014 budget during the meeting on March 6.
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