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out, so I got in on the attack. It
was really easy,” Barber said.

Glasgow appeared to get a little
woozy early in the bout after
colliding with Barber near the
end of the mat.

“I think we bumped our heads
or something and he came up a
little dazed,” Barber said.

In the pre-quarterfinals, after a
scoreless first period, Barber’s
opponent, Matt Zovistoski (St.
Joseph Montvale) scored the first
point with an escape in the sec-
ond period. Barber escaped in
the third, sending the bout into
OT again. With nobody getting a
takedown and each scoring an
escape in their respective 30-
second periods, Zovistoski chose
the down position in the ultimate
tiebreaker and escaped to sal-
vage the 3-2 victory.

The loss only seemed to fuel
Barber’s fire as he reeled off a
series of victories. After receiv-
ing a forfeit over Jarred Hodges
(St. Augustine) in the first
wrestleback, Barber topped Jor-
dan Velez (West Orange), 3-2,
then Carl Buttitta (JF. Kennedy-

Iselin), 5-3. In the fourth round,
Barber nipped Collin Boylan
(Hunterdon Central), 3-2.

Velez, who received a first round
bye by virtue of defeating Inan
Sikel (South Plainfield), 3-2, for
the Region 3 title, dropped a 14-
5 decision to Jack Clark (St. Au-
gustine) in the pre-quarterfinals.
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But he rebounded big time to pin
Patrick Swenson (Cherry Hill East)
in 3:30.

“I was tough on top, got a bar
and ran the [heck] out of it,”
explained Velez.

Then after struggling but suc-
ceeding to get his first takedown,
he added another single-leg trip

losses in the pre-quarterfinal
round. It’s not often that you see
wrestlers bounce back and battle
their way through the consola-
tion bracket to make it onto the
podium. The fact that both boys
were able to do so, speaks vol-
umes of their focus and perse-
verance. As soon as they lost on
Friday night, we spoke about
regrouping and taking it one
match at a time. They stuck with
the game plan and each went 4-
0 against phenomenal competi-
tion on Saturday. Those two per-
formances have to be the gutsi-
est efforts I’ve seen and I could
not be more proud of them,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

Cougar Niko Cappello pulled off
a slick four-point move in his
opening 160-lb bout with Kyle
McIntyre of Lenape and went on
to earn a 4-1 decision.

“I got the single [leg takedown]
from a baseball bat [position
style] and saw him tuck his head
down. I was screaming to myself
saying, ‘don’t go for the head’.
You lose so many singles from

takedown in the second period
and an escape in the third to
claim a 5-2 victory over Tyler
Kallensee (River Dell), who did
attempt to turn Velez in the third
period with his leg control ma-
neuvers.

“My first takedown in this match
was a single trip too,” said Velez,
who added,” I knew for him to
beat me, he had to get some big
points. I saw that coming, so I
wasn’t going to try anything stu-
pid. I worked way too hard for
this. I am going to work harder
the more I wrestle.”

Velez had a rematch with Sikel
in the third round wrestleback
and came up with another 3-2
victory. Next, he grabbed a 7-3
decision over Kyle Wojtaszek
(Brick Twp.).

Barber and Velez lost their con-
solation semifinal bouts but Velez
then defeated Michael Ciavarro
(North Hunterdon), 3-2, to cap-
ture fifth place and Barber lost a
tough, 6-4, decision to Zach
Wilhelm (Southern Reg.) to get
sixth place.

“Both Matt and Nick had tough

Blue Devil Nick Velez 152-lbs Cougar Niko Cappello 160-lbs

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni 113-lbs


