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MOMS DEMAND ACTION...Calling for federal gun reform legislation, Kristen
Wald of NJ Mom’s Demand Action, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and her
mother, Nancy Yewasis, join scores of concerned citizens to support 26 cyclists on
their “Sandy Hook Ride on Washington.”  The riders represent the 26 lives lost
at Sandy Hook Elementary School, and are traveling the 400 miles from
Newtown, Conn. to Washington, D.C. in a call for gun reform legislation.

NAMI to Present
‘Circle of Friends’

WESTFIELD — The Union
County chapter of NAMI (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) will host
a “Circle of Friends” panel discus-
sion on Tuesday, March 25, at 7:30
p.m. There is no charge to attend.

Participants will tell their stories of
coping with mental health challenges
at this public presentation to be held
at the American Legion Post at 1003
North Avenue in Westfield.

The panel will include Intensive
Family Support Service’s Joyce Benz
and NAMI Union County board mem-
bers. Anyone interested in learning
more about mental illness and how to
cope is invited to join the discussion.

The meeting environment will be
supportive and informational and
audience participation will be wel-
come. Snacks and free literature will
be provided. For more information
or in the event of inclement weather,
call (908) 233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Fanwood Presby. to Feature
Haydn’s ‘Lord Nelson Mass’
FANWOOD — The music ministry

of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
under the leadership of Music Direc-
tor Thomas R. Berdos, will present
Haydn’s Mass No. 11 in D Minor, the
“Lord Nelson Mass,” on Sunday, April
13, at 4 p.m. in the church sanctuary.

Professional soloists soprano
Jamie Baer Peterson, mezzo Hanne
Ladefoged-Dollase, tenor Brian
Ernstes and bass John Lamb will
perform. The Concert Chorus of ap-
proximately 20 singers will be ac-
companied by a chamber orchestra.

“Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass rep-
resents his mature style, and in many

ways is Haydn at his best,” said Mr.
Berdos. The original orchestration
will be used, which includes strings,
timpani, trumpets and organ. The
smaller chorus and orchestra are
typical of performances of this work
in Haydn’s day.

A freewill offering will be received
to help defray the expenses of the
concert. In addition, designations as
a Patron of this performance are
available. Patrons will have their
names printed in the concert pro-
gram. To become a Patron, send $75
to Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
74 South Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023.

The Fanwood Presbyterian
Church is located at the corner of
Martine and La Grande Avenues,
with parking available off La
Grande Avenue.

JCC to Welcome
Marion Grodin

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will host comedian Charles
Grodin’s daughter, Marion Grodin,
on Thursday, March 20, at 7:30 p.m.

Ms. Grodin is the author of “Stand-
ing Up: A Memoir of a Funny (Not
Always) Life.” She will share details
about her Hollywood childhood, teen-
age years of drugs and sex and sober
adult life on the stand-up circuit. To
read more about Ms. Grodin, visit
mariongrodin.com.

This event will be open to the pub-
lic. Admission is $6 for JCC mem-
bers and $8 for others. Online regis-
tration is available at jccnj.org. The
JCC is located at 1391 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

For more information, go to
jccnj.org or contact Amy Warsh, Cul-
tural Arts and Education director, at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 205,
or awarsh@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
a constituent agency of the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ,
United Way of Greater Union County
and the Westfield United Fund. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
membership and various programs.

Essex Man Admits to 2010
Murder of Union Woman

UNION — An Essex County man
has admitted to fatally stabbing and
strangling Union Township woman
Diane Zaleski in 2010, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced last week.

Arnell Yearwood, 28, of Irvington
pleaded before state Superior Court
Judge Joseph P. Donohue and is ex-
pected to receive a term of 30 years in
state prison without parole upon sen-
tencing.

Family members discovered the
body of the 54-year-old Zaleski in-
side her Laurana Road home on No-
vember 18, 2010, according to Union
County Assistant Prosecutor Caroline
Lawlor, who prosecuted the case. An
autopsy by the Union County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office revealed the
cause of death to be multiple blunt-
force and lacerative injuries to the
head and neck, Ms. 0Lawlor said.

The Union County Homicide Task
Force immediately launched a pro-
longed investigation spearheaded by
task force Detective Robert
Henderson; authorities conducted

more than 100 interviews, yet few
legitimate leads emerged. But on the
one-year anniversary of Ms. Zaleski’s
death, investigators released addi-
tional details about the murder to the
media in an effort to bring the case
back into the public eye.

Shortly thereafter, a person who
lives out of the state encountered a
news article about Ms. Zaleski
online with some of the details in
the article matching details previ-
ously relayed to the person by
Yearwood during an online conver-
sation hosted via Facebook. The
person contacted authorities in New
Jersey, leading to Yearwood’s ar-
rest on Vauxhall Road in Union on
April 7, 2012.

“This case marks a prime example
of the investigative power that can be
generated when law enforcement, the
media, and the public all embrace a
common goal – in this case, justice
for the victim of a horrific crime,”
Ms. Park said.

Sentencing in the case has been ten-
tatively scheduled for Friday, April 11.

RAISING OF THE FLAG...Union County Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak and Freeholders Sergio Granados and Angel G. Estrada, pictured from
left, joined the 2014 Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade General Chair-
woman Kathryn Noonan, Grand Marshal Robert E. Jeans, Sr. and Adjutant
Bernadette Sullivan for the raising of the Irish flag at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth in honor of St. Patrick’s Day and Irish Culture and
Heritage. The annual event was hosted by the Elizabeth Divisions of the Ladies
of the Ancient Order of Hibernians (LAOH) and the Ancient Order of Hibernians
(AOH). LAOH President Jennifer Goodman and AOH President Jimmy O’Neil
welcomed the elected and parade officials.

County Dems Endorse
Hudak, Estrada, Wright

Pallone Supportive of
 President’s Budget

 WASHINGTON, D. C.— Rep.
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) issued the
following statement upon the release
of President Barck Obama’s Fiscal
Year 2015 Budget:

“...I am pleased that the President’s
budget has a strong focus on job
creation by encouraging manufac-
turing, one of the bright spots in our
economy, as well as expanding re-
search and innovation and making
investments in infrastructure.

“The President’s budget lays out a
plan to expand opportunities for the
middle class and those working to
join it by building on the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC), investing
in new education and job training
programs, and calling on Congress to
increase the minimum wage and ex-
tend unemployment insurance to the
long-term unemployed. Prominently
featured in his budget is President
Obama’s call for improved fiscal re-
sponsibility by building on the sav-
ings established through the Afford-
able Care Act and ending tax dispari-
ties that unfairly favor the wealthiest
Americans over the middle class.

“I was particularly pleased to see
the President touch on his Climate
Action Plan to cut carbon pollution...”

COUNTY— Union County
Democratic municipal party leaders
last week unanimously endorsed the
incumbent slate of Christopher
Hudak, Angel Estrada and Vernell
Wright for freeholder, and incum-
bent James LaCorte for surrogate
while selecting Congressional can-
didates in the 7th, 8th and 10th dis-
tricts and incumbent Cory Booker
for United States Senate, Democratic
Committee Chairman Jerry Green
announced.

The screening for the 12th district
candidate to succeed retiring Rep.
Rush Holt (D) will be held separately
on a soon to-be-announced date, Mr.
Green said. The district includes
Fanwood, Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains.

Several other candidates were also
unanimously endorsed by party lead-
ers at the screening, which was held
at Giovanna’s in Plainfield includ-
ing:

Rep. Albio Sires (D-8th) running
for re-election; Rep. Donald Payne
Jr. (D-10) running for re-election;
Janice Kovach, the mayor of Clinton,
who is running for Congressional
District seat occupied by Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th).

Mr. LaCorte, a veteran constitu-
tional officer who serves a five-
year term, has been responsible
for introducing outreach programs,
including extended office hours
throughout the county to better
serve the handicapped and work-
ing residents. He also developed a
line of brochures that in plain lan-
guage, explain the functions of his
office.

Responsible for probating wills and
appointing executors among other
mandated responsibilities, Mr.
LaCorte worked with the families of
September 11th victims in the after-
math of the tragedy.

“I look forward to continue to serve
the needs of our County residents with
the vital services of the Surrogate dur-
ing their time of need,” Mr. La Corte
said, thanking the Committee for its
nomination.

Mr. Hudak, a resident of Linden
who is chairman of the board this year,
said he looked forward to reaching out
to residents and running on the board’s
record on economic issues and quality
of life accomplishments.

Some of the plans Mr. Hudak cited
as chairman this year include the ex-
pansion of the county college and
vocational-technical schools, a new

family courthouse that is scheduled to
be finished next year, a set of planning
initiatives aimed at promoting job cre-
ation and sustainable development,
several turf field installations and rec-
reational improvements, and free WIFI
in six county locations.

Mr. Estrada, a resident of Eliza-
beth, emphasized the board’s com-
mitment to jobs training and re-em-
ployment services through its One
Stop facilities, and promoting educa-
tional services to both seniors and
youth through programs such as Se-
nior Scholars, and Freeholder Schol-
ars for teens to attend Union County
College.

Ms. Wright, a resident of Union
who had served for over 36 years in
the Union Public Schools system,
including many supervisory posi-
tions, emphasized the board’s work
in assisting seniors and children and
providing strong social services
through programs such as Meals on
Wheels, Paratransit, and the Child
Advocacy Center, which the county
funds and runs through the
prosecutor’s office.

Two-Part Workshop to Be
Held on Gardening Basics

TECH EDUCATION MONTH...Union County Freeholder Chairman Christopher Hudak, right, Vice-Chairman Mohamed
Jalloh. back center, and Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,  left, present a resolution to Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools  (UCVTS) Superintendent Peter Capodice, second from left, and UCVTS students designating February 2014 as
National Career and Technical Education Month in Union County.

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced that a program entitled
“Learning the Basics of Gardening,” a
two-part workshop for adults ages 18
and older, will be offered at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in Moun-

tainside.
The sessions will be held on two

Saturdays, March 15 and March 22,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with park natu-
ralist and gardener Ruth Yablonsky.
The fee for this two-part program is
$20 for Union County residents and
$24 for out-of-county participants.

On March 15, participants will learn
about the different types of gardens,
choosing a location in their yard and
the diverse kinds of plants to con-
sider. They also will take a tour of
the Master Gardeners’ Demonstra-
tion Garden.

In the second session on March
22, participants will explore plant-
ing and placement, maintaining and
critter-proofing their gardens. They
will find out the definition of a weed,
learn weeding techniques and visit
Trailside’s new native plant garden.

Pre-registration for “Learning the
Basics of Gardening” is required.
Space is limited. Walk-ins will be
welcome as space permits. This two-
part series offers teachers and mas-
ter gardeners a chance to earn five
Continuing Professional Education
Credits. Participants should bring lunch.

For additional information about this
lecture or other adult programs and
upcoming events at Trailside, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside .

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Rutgers’ Faculty Council Rips
Selection of Rice as Speaker

Rutgers University’s New
Brunswick Faculty Council has
passed a resolution opposing the se-
lection of former secretary of state
Condoleezza Rice as the university’s
2014 commencement speaker, ac-
cording to New Brunswick Today.

Rutgers’ Board of Governors voted
earlier to award an honorary Doctor
of Laws degree to Ms. Rice, who
served under President George W.
Bush. She will be paid $35,000 for
her commencement address , The
Star-Ledger reported.

“Condoleezza Rice...played a
prominent role in the administration’s
efforts to mislead the American
people about the presence of weap-
ons of mass destruction [in Iraq],”
according to the Faculty Council reso-
lution as reported by New Brunswick
Today.

Rutgers’ administration defended
the selection of Ms. Rice.

Greg Trevor, a spokesperson for
the school said, “Dr. Rice is a highly
accomplished and respected diplo-
mat, scholar and author, and we are
excited that she has agreed to address
our graduates and guests at Com-
mencement.”

Republican State Assemblywoman
Mary Pat Angelini of Mommouth
County protested the Faculty Coun-
cils’ decision, saying, “This is noth-
ing more than a political firestorm
fueled by their hatred of an opposing
ideology, and President George W.
Bush in particular. Dr. Rice and the
people of New Jersey deserve better.”

Sabrin Files Ethics Complaint
Against Sweeney

Republican United States Senate
candidate Murray Sabrin has filed an
ethics complaint against State Senate
President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) alleging that he has a
conflict of interest because he is also
the general vice-president of the In-
ternational Association of Iron Work-
ers union, my9nj.com has reported.

Mr. Sabrin alleges that Sen
Sweeney is acting as a lobbyist on
behalf of the iron workers, and being
paid by them, while serving as senate
president.

Sabrin, a Ramapo College finance
professor, questioned, “How can you
be a lobbyist in New Jersey when you
are lobbying legislators who are your
colleagues who you oversee as sen-
ate president?”

According to the story, Sen.
Sweeney is paid $50,000 as a senator
ans was paid over $200,000 by the
union in both 2012 and 2013.

Thompson, Rice Seek Panel
Probe of ‘Abuses’  in Newark
New Jersey State Senators Sam

Thompson (R-12, Old Bridge) and
Ron Rice (D-28, Newark) held a joint
press conference February 27th to
announce a bipartisan initiative for
the New Jersey Legislative Select
Committee on Investigation to open
a full inquiry into government abuses
of power and cover-ups in the City of
Newark, under its former mayor and
now U.S. Senator, Cory Booker.

“Senator Rice and I are urging this
committee to start this investigation
on behalf of taxpayers all across New
Jersey who give $100 million a year
in state tax dollars as well as federal
funds to the state’s largest city,” Sen.
Thompson said. “...State Comptrol-
ler reports from December and this
month raise deeply troubling con-
cerns for all New Jerseyans, who are
now represented in the U.S. Senate
by the city’s former mayor. Such
abuses have no place in any govern-
ment and beg many questions as to
what other abuses of power and tax
dollars or cover-ups were done under
Newark’s former mayor Booker and
council.”

Sen. Rice said, “It’s sickening to
continue to read about this type of
waste and taxpayer abuse in Newark,
after I’ve personally been calling for
full-out audits and investigations for
years into not just the city’s adminis-
tration, but also ancillary entities that
it has created and given millions of
public dollars.”
Westchester Exec. to Seek GOP
Nomination for NY Governor
Westchester County Executive Rob

Astorino has announced he will seek
the Republican nomination for New
York governor, The New York Daily
News as reported.

“I’m tired of listening to the
fairytale that everything is just great
when it’s just the opposite,” Mr.
Astorino said in a video he released
announcing his campaign. The GOP
Primary winner will have to take on
Democratic Governor Andrew
Cuomo who is seeking a second term
this year.

New York State Republicans hold
their nominating convention in May.
Businessman Donald Trump is also
has said to be considering running,
according to several media reports.

Baroni Joins Dem Law
Firm in Princeton

Former Port Authotrity of New York
and New Jersey deputy director Bill
Baroni has taken a position with Hill
Wallack LLP, a prominent Demo-
cratic law firm based in Princeton,
politickernj.com has reported.

Mr. Baroni, a former state senator
in South Jersey, resigned from the
Port Authority in December at the
beginning of the George Washington
Bridge lane closing scandal.

SP-F District to Begin
Strategic Planning Process

SCOTCH PLAINS — The first
meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education com-
munity strategic planning process will
take place on Wednesday, April 2 in
the new multi-purpose room of Ever-
green School (enter via Cedar Street).

Residents will have an opportunity
to provide input on future direction
as well as current strengths and needs
of the district as they see them. Par-
ticipation in any or all of our three
meetings will be greatly appreciated.
Additional meetings will be held on
Tuesday, April 29 and Thursday, May
15.

“Using a guided by New Jersey
School Boards Association, we will
work together to develop the goals
and objectives to move the district
forward to meet the challenges of the

21st century,” the district said in a
press release. “The board of educa-
tion hopes that you, the residents of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, will re-
spond enthusiastically. Join us in cre-
ating the future for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District.”

FW’s Murray New Pres.,
CEO at Nat. Coffee Assoc.

FANWOOD — The National Cof-
fee Association (NCA) has announced
that William M. (Bill) Murray of
Fanwood will join the NCA as presi-
dent and chief executive officer, ef-
fective June 1. Mr. Murray comes to
the NCA from the Public Relations
Society of America (PRSA) where
he served as chief executive officer.

“We set out to find a new leader
with passion, vision and the creden-
tials to take the NCA to a future even
brighter than its past, and we achieved
that goal by finding Bill Murray,”
said NCA Chair John E. Boyle.

“I am excited by the opportunity to
guide a dynamic trade association
serving the iconic U.S. coffee indus-
try at an important juncture in its
honored history,” Mr. Murray said. “I
feel privileged and honored for the
opportunity to lead the NCA to new
heights of relevance, member value
and industry service that project its
preeminent organizational status and
provide a robust, contemporary plat-
form for enhanced success.”

Prior to signing on with the NCA,
Mr. Murray served as chief executive
officer at PRSA. In that position he
managed an organization of 32,000
individual members. During his ten-
ure he was honored as the 2009 Out-

standing Association Executive of the
Year by the New York Society of
Association Executives (NYSAE).

While at PRSA, he put his strategic
style into play with many new pro-
grams designed to elevate member
value and bolster the reputation of
the public relations profession.
Among them was a redesigned advo-
cacy program to position PRSA as a
thought leader with public commen-
tary and submissions to Congress
and the Federal Trade Commission
on timely, communications-related
issues such as environmental mar-
keting, the use of endorsements and
testimonials in advertising, ethics, and
the value of public relations to gov-
ernment operations.

 He also created targeted advocacy
programs that included “Moving Vet-
erans Forward” to serve military vet-
erans, “PRServing America” to en-
gage PRSA members in charitable
work, and “The Business Case for
Public Relations” to deliver measure-
ment tools that practitioners could
use to explain the value of public
relations.

Prior to PRSA, Mr. Murray was the
co-chief operating officer of the
Motion Picture Association of
America (MPAA).
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